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In the summerof 1988, I had the toughest
job. It was physically demanding at times.
As staff members we didn’t get a lot of
sleep. We were driving all over the back
roads of western Virginia along with all the
coal trucks. I was working for Appalachia
Service Project. This was a ministry started
in the 1970s by a United Methodist pastor
who believed that through serving Christ
and others we couldmake homes “warmer,
safer, and drier” for low income families
throughoutCentralAppalachia. Since I had
started volunteering with the ministry four
years before, I had dreamed about this job.
I remember when our staff was getting

our site ready. We were staying in a church
that was two stories tall. We had to store
many of our construction supplies on the
second floor due to space. The night that
the truck arrived with the sheetrock was
interesting. Sheetrock is also known as
drywall. The pieces we had were eight feet
long and two to a bundle. Each bundle
weighed about 100 pounds. They are long
and awkward as well as heavy. Carrying one
alone was very difficult.
At times in our lives, we have weights.

Too often, we try to carry them alone. One
of the weights that we allow to burden us is
theweight of sin. Whenwe are dealingwith
sin in our lives, we can feel its heaviness.
Our shoulders slump and we tire from the
load.
When I had to carry the sheetrock, I was

thankful that I had help. Two of us did the
work together. It didn’tmake it easy, but the
burden was made manageable. Likewise,
we have a Savior who wants to lighten our
burden. Romans 3:23-24 states:
For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s

BIG CHANGES IN STORE FOR BETHESDA'S WORSHIP TEAM
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At the conclusion of Sunday’s service on April 19, Assistant to the Pastor Guy Lowry
announced forthcoming changes to Bethesda’s pastoral leadership. Rev. Karen Handy will
be reappointed to St. Luke’sUMC inDenton,MDeffective July 1, 2015. Recent retirements
within the clergy and subsequent pastoral reappointments resulted in the opening at St.
Luke's, and, after significant deliberation, Rev. Handy accepted the position. Additionally,
Guy Lowry will be stepping down in his current role to focus on his education at seminary,
also effective July 1. Both moves are expected to allow for personal growth and continued
organizational development within the conference. Please express your support to both
Rev. Handy and Mr. Lowry as they embrace the new challenges and opportunities in their
near future.
EastonDistrict SuperintendentRev.GaryMoore is heading up the effort to find a suitable

replacement for Rev. Handy and Mr. Lowry. The exisiting Bethesda-Brookview-Trinity
Circuitwill bedissolvedon June30, allowing for the appointmentof apastor solelydedicated
to Bethesda. More information regarding this appointment will be provided as it becomes
available. Rev. Moore and Bethesda’s Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) have set a
goal to recruit a pastor who will reinforce and build upon the mission the church has
developed in the last fewyears. Should youhave any suggestions for the SPRCabout thenew
minister, please direct them to Chairwoman Glenda Griffin.
Bethesda will be very sorry to bid Rev. Handy and Mr. Lowry goodbye, and also to part

ways with our friends at Brookview and Trinity. But 2015 is a jubilee year for our church,
and there is little that is more basic to Methodism than taking part in John Wesley's
itinerancy. As we prepare for big changes, let's remember the words of Bethesda's church
historian, from 1956:
As we rejoice in the achievements of this day let us realize that there are new challenges and opportunities
in the tomorrow. Just as we could not rest on the achievements of the builders before us, neither should we
be content with our accomplishments, nor can the church of tomorrow rest upon our achievements of today.
The future of Bethesda Church should be as bright and glorious as has been her past.

Brian Carmean

FREE SOUP DAY
After postponing the free soup day twice, we finally got to have it on Sat. April 24. It was

a project of the Evangelism and Outreach Committees and prepared by the Women of
Bethesda. Thanks to everyone that made the soup or a dessert and helped out in any way.
Even though the attendance was a little disappointing, it turned out to be a very successful
event. We were able to feed several people that seemed glad to get a free bowl of soup,
sandwich, dessert, and drink. One lady fromVirginia had actuallymade a wrong turn on her
way to theChesapeakeBayBridgeTunnel andwoundup inPreston. She saw the church sign
and stopped in and really enjoyed talking with everybody. Before leaving, she had gotten
copies of some of the poems that Nancy Seaman had written and posted around the
Fellowship Hall. Another gentleman had just lost his companion and didn't have anybody

Continued on Page 3
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The Circle of Concern is reserved for members and friends of Bethesda
who are unable to make it to church on a regular basis due to being
homebound, out of town, in the hospital, in the Armed Forces, etc.
Contact addresses are provided, and we hope readers will consider
sending a card or note to individuals on the list. New names may
be added to the list by contacting Glenda Griffin via email at
griffin4325@yahoo.com, by post at 4325 Blink Horn Road,

Hurlock, MD 21643, or by phone at 443-521-2188. Please add only
the names of familymembers, and please ask their permission before submitting their names.
Submissions should include: Name, Postal Address, Reason for Absence (i.e., "in the
hospital," "in the military," etc., and Expected Duration of Absence.

MONTHLY BULLETIN

When we were utterly helpless, Christ
came at just the right time and died for us
sinners.Now,most people would not be
willing to die for an upright person,
though someone might perhaps be
willing to die for a person who is
especially good. But God showed his
great love for us by sending Christ to die
for us while we were still sinners.

~ Romans 5:6-8 ~

WEEKLY INCOME: FEBRUARY
Date

4/5

4/12

4/19

4/26

Attendance

81

49

43

49

Plate

$996.00

$509.00

$313.00

$786.66

Envelopes

$695.00

$565.00

$640.00

$975.00

Total

$1,691.00

$1,074.00

$953.00

$1,761.66

Statistics

•Required Income According to Budget
(4 weeks @ $1563 per week): $6,252.00

•Actual Income: $5,479.66
•Average Weekly Income: $1,317.33
•Average Attendance: 50
•Per Capita Income: $26.17

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

Betty Hinnershitz
(410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.

Gloria Trice
(410-673-7339)
21850 Water St.

NURSING HOMES

The Pines
610 Dutchman's Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
Room 319B

OUT OF TOWN

John Legates
505 Academy St.

Cambridge, MD 21613

C
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glorious standard. Yet God freely and graciously declares that we are righteous. He did this through Christ
Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins.
Jesus not only walks beside us in our journey of faith, but he takes on our sin. He “freed

us” from it. Now we may still have to do some work, but when work is shared it doesn’t
seem so overwhelming!
Do you feel the weight of sin in your own life? Have you been carrying it and struggling

with it? Are you getting tired from it? Jesus invites us to do just that when he says:
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and

learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy
and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30)
Go to Jesus! Go to the one who has given his life for you so that you may have life! Life

without the burden is priceless!
Karen Handy

PASTOR'S MESSAGE (cont.)
"Sometimes since I've been in the
garden I've lookedup through the trees
at the sky and I have had a strange
feeling of being happy as if something
was pushing and drawing in my chest
and making me breathe fast. Magic is
always pushing and drawing and
making things out of nothing.
Everything is made out of magic,
leaves and trees, flowers and birds,
badgers and foxes and squirrels and
people. So it must be all around us. In
this garden – in all the places."

Frances Hodgson Burnett
(1849-1924)

from The Secret Garden (1911)
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to cook for him anymore. We gave him
food to take home for his supper. When I
was delivering soup to a shut-in, Imet a nice
lady that was looking for a church and she
came to church on Sunday and she said she
would come again. This was God's plan all
along.Wewere doingwhatweneeded to do
and God took care of the rest.

Donna Lane

NEWS & NOTICES

While listening to one of the nightly news
shows, I was fortunate enough to hear a
presentation on cancer research being
carried out by Duke University. The
presentation said that Duke University has
been able to cure brain cancer tumors and
eliminate themcompletely. Theprocess has
been seven years in the development and
the cure, as I believe, follows. A chemist
discovered thatbymodifying thepoliovirus
and implanting it into the cancerous tumor
that your bodies own immune system then
recognizes the disease and eliminates it.
This process then is believed to work on all
types of cancer, although only tested on
brain cancer tumors. This in my humble
mind is quite a breakthrough and worth
communicating. The vaccine should be
available (approved for general use) within
the next year. Cross your fingers.

Dennis Baker

Time is running out to order your Cat's
Meow model of Bethesda as it appeared in
1875. About twenty-five pieces remain for
sale, and they are going fast, so please get in
touch sooner rather than later. The order
form can be found on the penultimate page
of this issue.
After our present stock has sold out, we

will still take orders, but we must buy new
models in batches of a dozen, so we cannot
guarantee immediate fulfillment.

ORDER YOUR CAT'S MEOWS

The Immanuel Lutheran WINGS
Annual Yard Sale will take place
Saturday, May 9th from 7 a.m. to

noon.

FREE SOUP DAY (cont.)

A HOPE FOR CANCER? TGIT CONCLUDES ANOTHER SEMESTER

The TGIT elementary class. Front row, from left: Kai McMahan, Chase Handy, Sue Cheezum, Anna
Carmean. Back row, from left: Karli McMahan, Carolyn Handy, Violet Cheezum.

Left: Catherine
Wright prepares
soup for the Free
Soup Day on
April 25.

Last night of TGIT, front from left: Guy Lowry, Andrew Whaples, Kai McMahan, Anna Carmean,
Karen Handy, Sue Cheezum, Jill Cheezum, Emma Carmean; back from, from left: Tom Cheezum,

Carolyn Handy, Violet Cheezum, and Karli McMahan.
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Discovered Truth
By Nancy Marie

When I first heard of what you did
Up there on Calvary’s tree,
I was a very little child
And felt just sympathy.

Spiritual lessons were further taught
As years just flew on by,

That made me want to stop and think
And ask the question – why?

Then one day truth settled on my heart
I’ll never forget that day,

My eyes were opened the very first time
And I humbly knelt to pray.

That’s when before your throne I came
Your gift of salvation accepted,

Receiving forgiveness and love divine
Sins gone without exception.

I rose up with a lighter heart
A feeling so utterly new,

Your life and mine were bound together
Whatever you wanted I’d do.

Whatever that was, whatever the cost
My heart to you I’d yield,

And along life’s future path I knew
You’d be my strength and shield.

The following article is by Keith Getty and is
reprinted from the website OnFaith. The original
article can be found at the following weblink:
h t t p : / / w w w . f a i t h s t r e e t . c o m /
onfaith/2015/04/09/why-you-need-to-sing-
loudly-in-church/36521
Each week, upwards of 100 million

people in America attend church, listen
responsively to the sermons, and pray
sincerely.Butwhen it comes time to sing the
hymns, the level of engagement drops
dramatically.
There aremanyproposed reasons for this

fall off, all ofwhich hold validity. It could be
the wider culture’s waning interest in
community singing, the diminishing levels
of music education in the West, the role of
choirs in schools, the unstable and
increasingly narcissistic elements in church
music, or even the spiritual state of our
nation as a whole.
For millennia, music has been an integral

part of corporate worship. The first hymns
are as old as the early books of the Bible.
The disciples and early church leaders sang
those songs and added some of their own.
Notable thinkers throughouthistory (and

into the current era) — everyone from
Luther to Bach to JohnNewton—have so
believed in the importance of corporate
worship that they, too, contributed to the
grand canon of hymns we know today.
As a contemporary hymn writer who

travels to cities worldwide, I love to meet
pastors and worship leaders and encourage
them to lead their congregations in deeper,
more passionate singing. Here are just five
of the many reasons we should all sing
passionately in church this Sunday:
1. We are commanded to sing.
We are called to sing — indeed, the

Scriptures command us more than 250
times to sing. It’s hardly one of those
“controversial” issues that is hard to
ascertain precisely what scripture is saying.
It’s not a choice. It’s not dependent on
“feeling like it.” It’s not our prerogative.
Throughout biblical history, in every

place and circumstance — in victory and
defeat, in celebrations and festivals, in death

andmourning—singingwas secondnature
for people of faith. Indeed, the largest book
of the Bible — Psalms — is itself a
songbook that explores the range of human
experience and interaction with God
through singing.
In theNewTestament, Paul tells the early

churches to get together and sing. In
Ephesians 5, he reiterates the call of old to
engage with each other in the singing of
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, making
music from the heart.
2. Singing together completes our joy.
Celebrating with each other is as natural

as breathing. At our kid’s soccer game or
whenwewatch football orMarchMadness,
it’s not enough for our team to win. We
want to revel in the moment and share it
with others. Marking a birthday, winning a
prize, or getting a raise are all incomplete
until we get to share them with those we
love.
Similarly, for the faithful, the joy of living,

of praying, of studying Scripture cannot be
complete until shared. Singing together
reminds us — not just intellectually, but
experientially — that we are not slaves to
the rugged individualism promoted by
society. We’re actually responsible to one
another.
Christian apologist CS Lewis believed

that singing completes our faith. In his
Reflections on the Psalms, he writes, “I
think we delight to praise what we enjoy
because the praise notmerely expresses but
completes the enjoyment; it is appointed
consumption.”
3. Singing is an expression of

brotherhood and unites generations.
Singing together is a picture here on earth

of the hope of heaven where every tribe,
tongue, and nation will sing to God.
Throughout history, God’s people have
both discovered and affirmed their
solidarity in times of celebration and in
times of tragedy through singing.
Consider again those first churches Paul

was leading. They often had little in
common — they were culturally different,
citizens of national enemies, sometimes

WHY YOU NEED TO SING LOUDLY IN CHURCH

Continued on Page 5

Our lay leader, Chris Farnell, poses in his
crab bib while on a recent trip to Myrtle Beach.

He is the REAL crab daddy!
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with different religious traditions or no
tradition at all, and sometimes even lacking
common language or dialect. His
admonition in Ephesians is not a simplistic
instruction; it was a hard thing. But, all the
more is the importance of their (and our)
singing together as it was an undeniable
expression of their brotherhood and unity.
It is a curious thing that stats may show

the subject of congregational singing (or
sadly, perhaps, the larger topic of church
music) may have caused more splits within
Christian communities than anymovement
since the Reformation.
The depth of brotherhood that could

have been achieved by something as simple
as singing together shines a harsh light on
the insensitivity of church members and
leadership who have broken congregations
over so-called “worship wars.”
4. We are what we sing.
Singing affects how we pray, think, and

feel. It influences our memory banks and
even the deepest parts of our subconscious.
My wife, Kristyn, and I have noticed

when we sing children’s hymns in the car
with our girls they actually behave better
than if, say, they were watching television.
At the other end of the scale, my

grandfather arrived at church early on
Sundays — very early. He sat in the pew,
opened a hymnal, and rehearsed the songs
to himself over and over. And though I was
glad when we visited him, quiet reflection
early on a Sunday morning was not my
forte.
But, many years later, when he was in his

nineties and unable to remember my name
or how to accomplish even the most basic
tasks of daily life, he still could recite or
respond to thewords of those hymns. They
were songs he carried for life, and they
brought him considerable peace, even at
one of the most difficult stages of life,
because they were so deeply engrained to
his being.
In Deuteronomy 31, we read the

instruction of the Lord to Moses to write
down the words of the song he was given
and to teach it to his children so that when

many evils and trouble befell them, the song
would be a reminder to them lest they turn
away.
If the songs we sing to ourselves and to

eachother are just of themoment, detached
from Scripture and lacking in history or
perspective, we’ve little to keep us moored
toTruth. Butwhenwe are intentional about
singing and the songs we sing, we build up
a testimony that will travel with us through
life.
5. Singing bears testimony to our

faith.
Howwe sing, ifwe sing, howpassionately

we sing — our singing itself — is a witness
to those looking on. There is no choice in
the matter. In the level of our engagement
with the songs and participation in the
singing, we testify to the joy of an excited
believer or betray the chill of a disinterested
spectator.
In the New Testament, we read of

Christians gathered together who so
passionately expressed their faith together
in song that the people looking on thought
them to be drunk because that was the only
explanation for their uniformedexperience.
Ultimately, those who may feel they are

on the outside looking in will, from the
deepest part of themselves, respond to
authentic and passionate singing to
discover the truth held in theGod songs we
sing.
As we head to church on Sunday — as

overworked dads, stressed out mums,
grandparents struggling with health, and
young people looking for wealth—we can,
with integrity and relief, go with repentance
and thanksgiving to the One who has
created us, forgiven us andwho lives within
us. How can we not sing?
It was King David who, in the aftermath

of the debacle of his adultery with
Bathsheba, turned toGod and said, “ . . . my
tongue will sing of your righteousness.
Open my lips, Lord, and my mouth will
declare your praise” (Psalm 51).

WHY YOU NEED TO SING LOUDLY IN CHURCH (cont.) FLASHBACK: NEWS REPRINTS

Above: from the Preston News, May 22,
1947, 1. Below, from the Denton Journal,

May 5, 1944, 4.
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A May Day pageant at Preston School, circa 1948 (Peggy Covey Newcomb Collection).

The following article was submitted by a reader.
Mary and her husband Jim had a dog

named "Lucky." Lucky was a real character.
Whenever Mary and Jim had company
come for a weekend visit they would warn
their friends to not leave their luggage open
because Lucky would help himself to
whatever struck his fancy. Inevitably,
someone would forget and something
would come upmissing.Mary or Jimwould
go to Lucky's toy box in the basement and
there the treasure would be, amid all of
Lucky's other favorite toys. Lucky always
stashed his finds in his toy box and he was
very particular that his toys stay in the box.
It happened that Mary found out she had

breast cancer. Something told her she was
going to die of this disease...in fact; she was
just sure it was fatal. She scheduled the
double mastectomy, fear riding her
shoulders.Thenight before shewas to go to
the hospital she cuddled with Lucky. A
thought struck her...what would happen to
Lucky? Although the three-year-old dog

liked Jim, he was Mary's dog through and
through. "If I die, Lucky will be
abandoned," Mary thought. "He won't
understand that I didn't want to leave him!"
The thoughtmade her sadder than thinking
of her own death.
The double mastectomy was harder on

Mary than her doctors had anticipated and
Mary was hospitalized for over two weeks.
Jim took Lucky for his evening walk
faithfully, but the little dog just drooped,
thin andmiserable. Finally the day came for
Mary to leave the hospital. When she
arrived home, Mary was so exhausted she
couldn't even make it up the steps to her
bedroom. Jim made himself comfortable
on the couch and left her to nap.
Lucky stood watchingMary but he didn't

come to her when she called. It made Mary
sad but sleep soon overcame her and she
dozed. When Mary woke for a second she
couldn't understand what was wrong. She
couldn't move her head and her body felt
heavy and hot. But panic soon gave way to

laughter when Mary realized the problem.
She was covered, literally blanketed, with
every treasure Lucky owned!While she had
slept, the sorrowing dog hadmade trip after
trip to the basement bringing his beloved
mistress all his favorite things in life.Hehad
covered her with his love. Mary forgot
about dying. Instead she and Lucky began
living again, walking further and further
together every day. It's been twelve years
now andMary is still cancer-free. Lucky still
steals treasures and stashes them in his toy
box but Mary remains his greatest treasure.
Live everyday to the fullest, because every

day is a GIFT from God! Which is why we
call it the PRESENT!

Author Unknown

"LUCKY"
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PRESTON AUXILIARY
POLICE

First Row, from left: Conrad Fuchs,
Harry Blades, John Cannon, William
Willoughby, Clifton Willoughby.

Second Row, fron left: John Nepert, Roy
Hubbard, Cameron White (Asst. Chief),
J. Phil Wright (Chief), Raymond Todd
(Asst. Chief), William Seeders, John

Price.

Third Row, from left: James Hubbard,
Howard Harris, Paul Rieck, Franklin
Bennett, Rev. Walter A. Donoway

(chaplain), George Stafford, Ed Schmick,
Darcy Coulbourne, Howard Hubbard.

ARTICLES & FEATURES
COMMEMORATING VICTORY OVER EUROPE

In honor of the seventieth anniversary of V-E Day, on May 8, we present some memories of Preston during the World War II years.

Above: Thomas Coulbourne (right) receives the
Bronze Star from Admiral Chester Nimitz, on July
8, 1944. Coulbourne received the honor for heroic
actions while serving aboard the submarine USS

Bowfin.

This certificate was awarded to Rudolph ("Tink") and Mildred Coulbourne for their farmwork in
1943. During World War II, everyone had a role to play in securing victory.

All images courrtesy of Walt
Coulbourne.
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WOMEN OF BETHESDA: WAR AND REMEMBRANCE, 1941-1945
ARTICLES & FEATURES

At this opportunity I'll tell you in rhyme,
What we've accomplished during our time.
With sunshine, snow, and some bitter tears,

Our "Aid" has been busy,
for the past fifty years.

In eighteen ninety, the parsonage was erected
The "Ladies Aid" was organized,

with a cabinet selected.
And when the corner stone was laid,

Furnishings were left for the "Ladies' Aid."
The charter members, though few remain,
Worked and gave, their task to obtain.
Seeking new members each year as we go,
Our membership never has ceased to grow.

We have some who are young
and some who are older,

But nevertheless, we work shoulder to shoulder.
The President is sure if she makes a request,
We'll grant it if possible, by doing our best.
If the church budget happens to be depleted,
Straight to the "Aid," are their wants secreted.
Not a single vacation can we get to take,

For helping the budget with our pies and cake.
Some time ago, your names I repeated --

Describing your habits,
and what you completed.

You're loyal and true at this present time,
As when your names all appeared in rhyme.

A maiden doesn't hesitate at all
to change her name,

But when we join the "Ladies' Aid" we want
the name the same.

If we endeavor in a hurry
to solicit a new member,

"The Woman's Society of Christian Service,"
we scarcely can remember.

It probably has a sound more modern
in these times,

But what's the difference? What they want is
our poor little dimes.

No matter what the cause,
we'll all have to surrender,

And now I give you my New Year's wish
to each, and every member.
Happy New Year

L.B.C.
Jan. 5th 1941

In January 1941, Bethesda’s chapter of
the Woman’s Society of Christian Service
(WSCS) was in a reflective mood. The
group held a social early in the new year in
order to honor Mrs. J.T. Dennis and Mrs.
WilliamTufft, “whohave beenmembers of
this organization for fifty years.” It was an
extensive event that included musical
performances, readings, poems about
Dennis and Tufft as they had been in 1890,
a poem about the Society by Mrs. Lillian
Collins (see inset, this page), and a reading
of Dennis’ own history of the Society (see
last issue). Both women were awarded pins
for their “long membership, loyalty[,] and
cooperation.”
Because Tufft was not present for the

celebration, Belle Dennis was the focus of
the festivities. It was an appropriate honor:
Dennis had become the symbol of the
Ladies’ Aid era of Bethesda’s women, not
merely because she was an “elder
statesman,” but because of her
commitment to the life of both Preston and
the church. The celebrationwas timely, too:
Belle Dennis passed away a little over a year

later, on May 11, 1942. The death was
sudden, and the Society’s shock and grief
were profound. The May 1942 meeting of
the WSCS took place just after Dennis’
death, and began by acknowledging the
“memory of a beloved member who had
just passed away. Mrs. Jesse T. Dennis was
a charter member of our organization and
had attended regularly for more than fifty
years. We shall miss the presence of this
dear and loyal member. In her memory the
Society stood for one minute of silent
prayer.” From its beginning the Society had
passed resolutions honoring deceased
members, usually including reflections on
the life or personality of the decedent. By
the end of the 1930s, and into the 1940s,
however, those resolutions had become
increasingly perfunctory. Dennis received a
memorial closer to theold style. It described
her as a ”beloved friend and ever loyal
member” of the Society, and noted that she
had “spent her entire life in this community,
where her Christian influence will continue
in the memory of those who knew her.”
The celebration and loss of Dennis

A photograph of the Dennis Family taken in Preston in 1931. Front Row, from left: Jesse T.
Dennis, grandsons Charles and Arthur Anderson, Belle Harrison Dennis, and grandaughter Dorothy

Anderson. Back Row: daughter Grace Dennis Clement, son John Purnell Dennis (known as
"Purnell"), and daughter Miriam Dennis Anderson. Image courtesy of Miriam Lytle.
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brought into focus the progress the Society
hadmade since its early days. Fifty years on,
the organization had a wider purpose than
mere management of Bethesda’s
parsonage. The line between past and
present had already been drawn quite
starkly in late 1940, when “Ladies’ Aid”
became “WSCS” – a transformation of
which older members were keenly aware,
and with which they were perhaps a little
uncomfortable. With the arrival of the
1940s came a new attachment to the larger
church, to higher objectives, to the outside
world, and, eventually, to the war effort. All
were laudable goals, no doubt, butwomen’s
work now seemed to encompass much
more than improving the local church or
community. As Collins sighed in a 1950
poem (see inset, this page), “In 1940, the
change was made – And we still look back
to our ‘Ladies’ Aid.’”2

The consolidationof themanyMethodist
women’s organizations into the WSCS in
1940 might have led to some ambivalence,
but unification nonetheless opened up new
possibilities for women’s local churchwork
to have an impact on the national and
international level. Increasingly, Methodist
women everywhere were united behind the
same causes, donating to the same charities,
studying the same materials, and engaging
in dialogue about the same issues.
Bethesda’s WSCS loyally committed itself
to the changes coming down fromGeneral
Conference. In April 1941, the president,
Mrs. Johnson Bonner, reported that the
District Superintendent had “informed her
of the forming of circles taking place in the
Methodist Churches since the unification.”
Accordingly, Bethesda’s WSCS established
three circles of seventeen members each
(although in 1943, they were reduced to
two). Each circle would meet separately
with its own leader, and would "help in
parsonage, church, and any welfare work
pertaining to church work.” Monthly
general meetings would continue, but the
real work of the Society would now take
place within each circle. The reorganization
made managing the Society’s efforts,

particularly at fundraising, much easier, but
perhaps made meetings a little too
businesslike – hence Lillian Collins’
nostalgia. Nevertheless, consolidation was
incredibly successful. By May 1942 the
Easton District boasted 101 local WSCS
chapters, with a total membership of over
4,500. Two district and ten sub-district
(usually county-level) meetings were held
during the year. J. Earl Cummings,
superintendent of the Easton District, was
thrilled with this progress, writing, “Too

much praise cannot be given for the work
our women are attempting to do for the
church at home and the church abroad.”3

The national- and conference-level
WSCS increasingly prevailed on local
groups like Bethesda’s to connect to the
wider dialogue then taking place in the
Methodist church, and Christianity in

general.With theGreatDepression and the
early stages of World War II under way in
the 1930s, there was a lot to talk about. In
1932, the Methodist Church began
publishing World Outlook, a magazine
focusing on missions, evangelism, and
international issues. The Methodist
Woman followed in 1940. Through
periodicals like these, local women could
participate in a much larger community of
religion and activism, and, in turn, the
national WSCS could reach members
powerfully and directly. J. Earl Cummings,
superintendent of the Easton District,
wrote in 1941: “Consistently Methodists
have been urged to subscribe to The
Christian Advocate, The World Outlook,
The Methodist Women [sic], and the
Methodist Laymen [sic], not simply because
these are Methodist Publications but
because they also represent Christian
Literature at its best.”4

Bethesda’s WSCS dutifully engaged with
the literature. Readings from The World
Outlook and The Methodist Woman
provided material for many of the WSCS
programs. In June 1941, for instance,
“Methodists of the World Unite” was read
from the former, and “Suggestions for
Spiritual Life Leaders” from the latter. In
February 1942, the women adopted study
books in accordancewithWSCSguidelines;
threewerepurchased, one for eachcircle. In
November 1944, the group purchased
guidebooks for WSCS officers. More than
ever before, the local group was taking its
cues from sources far away from Preston.
Of course, the overwhelming occupation

of Bethesda’s WSCS in the early 1940s was
WorldWar II. Looking back at the records,
the first hint of the impendingwar comes in
the November 1941 meeting, with a report
on the “Defense Program at Federalsburg.
Each person was asked to fill in enrollment
cards.” The program for the night focused
on the theme of “Peace.” The group
discussed the topic “Men Must Learn to
Live with One Another,” and Mrs. O.B.
Blades talked about “loving thy neighbor.”
Blades also read an article, “Things That

WOMEN OF BETHESDA: WAR AND REMEMBRANCE, 1941-1945

"1940-1950"

Looking backward, as the years quickly pass,
We think of our “Aid,” as one of first class.
When requested to change to the “W.S.C.S” –
Most of our faces bore looks of distress.
At Mrs. Howard Harris’ home we met –

Ten years ago, I’ll never forget.
Our Pastor presided at the special meeting,
But our response was a rather cool greeting.
Rev. Hallman, like the rest of our “Aid” –
Couldn’t explain why the change was made.

In 1940, the change was made –
And we still look back to our “Ladies’ Aid.”
“Study books” were ordered and passed around –

Much of interest in them was found.
“Spiritual Life” – of which we all need –
Helps us wonderfully, if such we read.
Part of our money to “Missions” goes –

To help the unfortunate buy food and clothes.
“Children’s work” – with much preparation,
Will broaden the minds of this generation.
Since 1940, we resigned from the “Aid” –
To abide by the rules the W.S.C.S. made.
We lost many members during the time –

But have gained just as many, which completes
my rhyme.

L.B.C.
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Make for Peace,” which secretaryMrs. J.W.
Noble digested as follows: “Hitler was
aware of [the] Peace desire but also aware of

[his own] desire to be somebody: [He]
Worked on that idea: Rid himself of any
who had international viewpoints or who

were pacifists.”5 At the next meeting, in
December – theminutes are undated, but it
was almost certainly before the attack on
PearlHarbor – the programwasChristmas-
themed, but reverent. At the end of the
evening, the women closed with a prayer
and “quiet singing of Silent Night while
heads were bowed.”
Prospects looked grim for the United

States as 1942 dawned. TheNazis occupied
most of Europe, Japan had successfully
attacked American soil and was in the
process of consolidating its hold over the
Pacific, and the American economy was at
a standstill and seemed scarcely able to
mobilize for peace, let alone to fight a global
war. Accordingly, Bethesda’s WSCS began
the year with a program entitled “For the
Facing of this Hour” (a line from the hymn,
God of Grace, and God of Glory). One of the
speakers, Mrs. Harold Plummer, “spoke of
various phases of world conditions,” and
Mrs. G.C. Carmine read a meditation
“point[ing] out the fact that no vision is
entirely new. Today we, as Women of
Christian Service, must pledge ourselves to
help in every way we can for the relief of
world conditions. Christ alone can save the
world but Christ can’t save alone.” The
meeting ended with the hymn This Changing
Year, the first verse of which reflected the
uncertainty of the times:
“Through the changing seasons, of the changing

year/With its light and shadow, with its hope and
fear/Through each glad fulfillment, and each sad
defeat/We have safely journeyed, and again we
meet.”
For the next four years, many of the

Society’s monthly programs centered on
themes of peace, salvation, reconciliation,
and the nature of the world after the war
ended. InDecember 1942, for instance, the
program was entitled “The Light is Shining
into the Darkness,” and featured Mrs.
Marguerite Walston reading a poem,
“Peace on Earth.” The November 1943
meeting was based on World Community
Day, a national day of worship sponsored
by the ecumenical United Council of
Church Women to promote peace around

WOMEN OF BETHESDA: WAR AND REMEMBRANCE, 1941-1945
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Mae LeCompte Fooks
(1902-1993)

In August 1967, right after I graduated
from North Dorchester High School, I
began working at A. W. Sisk & Son in
Preston. Mae Fooks was the first person I
met there, on the day I was interviewed. She
was very friendly and outgoing, and had a
very hearty laugh. She sat at the front of the
office behind a large sliding glass window as
the receptionist, and operated the office
switchboard. She taught me how to operate
the switchboard, too. It was quite old and I
had to learn how to use trunk lines and jacks
and how not to accidently cut a call off. If
that happened it could be very embarrassing.
I also had to learn how to make conference
calls, where several people were talking back
and forth on the same line. Fortunately I was
able to pick this up, becauseMae was a good
teacher, and I substituted for Mae when she
went home for lunch everyday.
I got to know her pretty well. She lived

alone – her husband had died many years
before – and had a large home with several
bedrooms. Sometimes salesmen that came
to Sisk or Preston Trucking would rent a
room from her for a night if needed. The
Black Kettle Restaurant sat across the street
where Preston Pharmacy is now, and was
there for hot or cold meals. Once or twice
when I was working at Sisk and still living at
home with my family, there were bad
snowstorms, soMae let me stay at her house
too, and I did not have to worry about
travelling on the road in snow and ice. I have
such fond memories of her!

Mary Cheezum

Three views of Mae LeCompte Fooks: top, Fooks in about 1940, while working for the telephone
company; middle, Fooks (right) with close friend Ethel McAllister, in March 1979 – images
courtesy of Jean Wright. Bottom, Fooks' portrait from Bethesda's 1988 pictorial directory.
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theworld.Theday’s responsive readingwas
the “Price of an enduring peace” – surely an
issue on every American’s mind as the war
stretched into its third year.
Only a few hours after Allied troops

stormed the beaches of Normandy on D-
Day, June6, 1944,Bethesda’sWSCSheld its
June meeting. That night, appropriately, a
reading contemplated the shape of the
“post warworld.” InNovember, theWSCS
held a pageant emphasizing American
diversity and nationalism. “Uncle Sam’s
Family” starred, as the News & Farmer
reported, “Miss EdithNoble as Uncle Sam.
Mrs. Lloyd Cannon represented the Indian,
Marilyn Noble the Negro, Mrs. Landon
Walston the Chinese, Mrs. Lloyd Brodes
the Mexican, Mrs. Judson Bateman the
Porto Rican [sic], and Mrs. Peter Van de
Visser the European. A chorus composed
of Bevy Blades, Jack Noble, Lois Dulin,
Marilyn Noble, Jean McAllister[,] and Ann
Strickland assistedwith the singing.”6While
not, perhaps, politically correct to our eyes,
the pageant nonetheless demonstrates how
thewar shaped attitudes at the local level, as
Americans began to view their ethnic and
cultural diversity as a virtue, the example of
peaceful coexistence, and the antithesis of
German and Japanese racial homogeneity
and militarism. Guided by numerous book
studies on other countries and peoples,
which thenationalWSCSencouraged in the
1940s and beyond, Bethesda’s women
would continue to develop and expand

their worldview long after the war came to
a close.
Defending the homefront in World War

II meant participating in national
conservation and relief drives, tasks for
which the WSCS, at every level, was well
suited. Bethesda’s chapter was a well-oiled
machine when it came to raising, saving,
and wisely deploying funds, so when a
request came to contribute to the National
War Fund in late 1943, the women readily
sent five dollars. Likewise, after decades of
gathering items for charity, and for white
elephant and rummage sales, it was a cinch
to amass sixty-five pounds of clothing to
donate to war relief in the spring of 1945.
According to the March minutes, “each
member [was asked to] give one article of
clothing or a pair of shoes” – significant
sacrifices in the straitened economic
conditions of the era.
TheWSCS devotedmuch of its war work

to keeping track of, and in touchwith, those
who were serving in the armed forces. In
November 1942, for instance, the Society
resolved to send Christmas cards to ten
“boys from our church in the service.” The
next February, a letter from James Trice,
son of Mrs. T.L. Trice, Jr., was read to the
group during its monthly program. In early
1944, the WSCS bought a service flag and
Roll of Honor for the church.7 Rev. A.W.
Strickland planned a dedication service to
take place later in the year, with the hope
that servicemen andwomenwhowere then

ARTICLES & FEATURES
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At left: one of the service flags held in Bethesda's
collection. Above, top to bottom: WSCS

members Cora Willis Noble (1879-1945), wife
of C. Fulton Noble; Marguerite Bateman
(1915-2008), wife of Judson Bateman; and

Modie Cannon Noble (1900-1997), wife of Lee
Noble, Sr. Images courtesy of Sue Moran, J.C.
and Ann Bateman, and Lee Noble, Jr.
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home could take part.8 Members of the
public affiliated with Bethesda immediately
began submitting names for the Honor
Roll, and the WSCS ultimately limited the
list of names “to children or parents of
Church Members.” Among the many
names presented for inclusion on the
plaque were the Trices’ three sons,
Winfield, James, and Tom III; and Preston
Osteen, who was killed in July 1944. The
Roll ofHonor todayhangson thewall in the
Fellowship Hall.
Daily life could not, however, stand still

for the war. During the 1940s the WSCS
continued its usual work, maintaining
church and parsonage, charity endeavors,
and providing a space for Preston’s women
to socialize. With three circles now, the
group was bustling with activity, running a
multitude of fundraisers simultaneously,
selling calendars, Christmas cards,
stationery, subscriptions to magazines and
thePrestonNews, andholdingdinners, bakes,
concerts, and rummage sales. It was taxing

ARTICLES & FEATURES

work, even with over fifty members, and
over time more leaders were appointed to
help conduct meetings and put on monthly
programs. By maintaining its focus on its
essential duties, the WSCS avoided
overextending itself as it had done in the
1930s. There were attempts to develop new
areas of work – the group established a
fledgling Youth Fellowship, for instance –
but the Society ultimately resisted being
drawn away from its core responsibilities.
The youth project would have to wait for
another time, anddifferent leaders, before it
would receive the church’s full attention.
During the war years the WSCS

continued to upgrade the church. In 1941,
the women undertook several projects,
including installing a screen door,
purchasing a new “bulletin board” (that is,
a marquee like the present one outside the
chapel – it was fixed to the outside of the
tower, on the chapel side of the front
doors), and having a kneeling pad made for
the altar. The group also agreed to pay to
have the organ tuned yearly. In September
1942, they renovated the Sunday School
wing (today’s chapel), with plans to “go as
far as they are able, starting with building a
cupboard, fixing [the] blackboard, [and]
revarnishing chairs & tables.” The
enterprise was completed by December, at
a cost of $51.90.
Formost of the war years, too, theWSCS

was engaged in its own, private campaign:
the Battle of Maple Avenue. After fifty
years, the parsonage was in worse shape
than ever. As always, the women paid for
water and sewer, insurance, maintenance,
and minor improvements relating to the
house, but a visit by the group in May 1942
“revealed,” as the records tersely relate, the
“ceiling falling and floor above sagging.”
Substantial – and expensive – repairs would
be necessary. For the next three years, the
parsonage would deliver the death of a
thousand cuts. In 1943 alone, the WSCS
bought mattresses, covers and pads;
varnish for the bedroom furniture; dresser
handles; a dining table pad; a chair (at a cost
of about $20.00); bedroom and dining

room rugs; even a new toilet seat and lid!
They installed a porch light, repaired
another chair, and painted all the
woodwork. At the September meeting that
year,Mrs.A.W. Strickland,wife of the then-
newminister and one of the beneficiaries of
the work, "expressed her appreciation for
the efforts…to make our Preacher and
family comfortable.” The upgrades were
not over, however: in 1944, the Stricklands
asked for new bedroom furniture and rug,
and the installation of a “closet or tree in
[the] hall,” slip covers for furniture, and a
new doorbell and brass doorknocker. Most
of the requests were granted, but Rev.
Strickland himself volunteered to repair the
existing bedroom furniture (obviating the
need to buy anything new), the rug was
deferred till later, and the slip covers ended
up being a source of controversy for several
more months. In 1945, another round of
renovations took place, this time in the
kitchen and bathroom. As the parsonage
was, on the one hand, a direct reflection of
the women’s housekeeping abilities and
tastes, and,on theother, thedwelling for the
minister and his family, it is not surprising
that the WSCS put so much work into the
house – but it must have been exasperating
at times, and one wonders if the constant
expense did not contribute to the sale of the
property in the early 1960s.
The WSCS also maintained its usual

WOMEN OF BETHESDA: WAR AND REMEMBRANCE, 1941-1945

Cornelia (1914-1984) and Dr. Harold
Plummer (1909-1989) photographed circa
1940. Image courtesy of John Plummer.

Thomas L. Trice III (left), poses in uniform with
his parents, Elma and Thomas Trice II. Image

courtesy of Caroline Spurry.
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The following two articles are verbatim transcriptions from, respectively, the January 11 and January
25, 1944 issues of the Preston News.

The church, in other countries, is one of the greatest casualties of this war. This is
especially true of The Methodist Church, because her activities are so far-flung.
Enemy armies have overrun 20 countries where The Methodist Church operates.
Millions of dollars’ worth of Methodist property (churches, parsonages, schools,
hospitals, etc.) has been destroyed, and more millions of dollars’ worth will be
destroyed in driving the enemy armies out. Methodist families by the thousands have
been driven from their homes, their churches, and their jobs. Tens of thousands of
Methodist children are wandering over Europe and the Orient, homeless and
parentless, calling for our help. Methodist missionaries and native pastors have been
driven from their mission fields; and some are in concentration camps. These must
be re-settled and re-habilitated as soon as peace comes. All of this war-caused
suffering calls for our immediate help. It will not wait.
To answer that call TheMethodist Church has adopted a four year programwhich

it calls “The Crusade for Christ.” The immediate part of this Crusade is the raising of
$25,000,000 to meet the crying needs of Methodists in war-torn parts of the world.
Our part in that amount is: $935.00 for Preston Methodist Church, and $150.00 for
Bethlehem Methodist Church, or a total of $1,085.00.
The Official Board of both churches has set next Sunday, January 14, as the time

to raise this amount. They will do it as the regular preaching services – Preston 11
A.M., Bethlehem 3 P.M. The pastor of the two churches, the Rev. A.W. Strickland,
and the Official Boards are anxious to have all their members, contributors, and
friends of the churches present so that the offering can be completed, as nearly as
possible, at that time.

ManyMethodist churches in our conference have already raised their share. Some have raisedmuchmore than their share. Others, like
our own, are just getting started. Do not forget that next Sunday, January 14, is the DAY OF VICTORY for the financial phase of the
Crusade for Christ in our churches.

Preston and Bethlehem Methodists have “gone over the top” in reaching their goal of $1,085.00 toward the denomination’s Crusade
for Christ, $25,000,000 fund for post-war relief and reconstruction, it was announced by the Rev. A.W. Strickland, pastor of the Preston
and Bethlehem Methodist Churches.
“Our people have gone beyond the goal set for them. Preston Church has raised $1,450.00; Bethlehem Church $300.00, or a total of

$1,750. By the time all our pledges are in I am sure we will have passed $1,800.00, which is $700.00 more than our goal. Our people have
responded enthusiastically to the appeal for a practical demonstration of Christian love and mercy for the starving and destitute men,
women, an children ofwar-torn areas,”Mr. Strickland declared in announcing the campaign figure. “We have found real eagerness among
Christian people to share their means to provide physical and spiritual food for the needy and distressed.” Payment of pledges continues
until January 31, 1946.
In addition to providing for aid to stricken peoples in battle-scarred and occupied countries, theCrusade forChrist fund alsowill permit

aid to missionary work in other foreign countries, increased educational services in Methodist colleges of this country, a wider program
program of Christianity teaching, greater spiritual ministry in many needy communities, and continued service to Methodist chaplains n
the armed forces now and after the war.
Other phases of the Crusade for Christ are: Continuation of Methodism’s Crusade for aNewWorld Order, calling for expressions of

opinion in favor of “international collaboration” for all nations; special evangelistic efforts; education in Christian stewardship; and
increasing Sunday School enrollment and attendance. All of these are included in the four-year Crusade for Christ program in which
Methodists here will have a part.

Crusade for Christ poster, from the quadrennial program
of the Methodist Church, 1944-1948. Image is from
http://depts.drew.edu/lib/books/200Years/gallery/

gal116.htm.

The Crusade for Christ, 1944-1948
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us a little about the political attitudes of
Bethesda's women. Rural Americans
tended to favor isolationism until Pearl
Harbor. The mention, especially, of
"international viewpoints" hints that the
women were shifting their opinions in
light of the literature they were reading
and discussing.

6. Preston News, November 23, 1944, 1.
7. It is not entirely clear from the available
minutes exactly what actions the group
took. In January 1944 it was moved and
carried that the Society buy a service flag.
In February, a committee led by Mrs.
Strickland reported back “that the Com.
to see about service flag or roll, had
selected 2, one a roll, once a flag, but left
it to Society to decide. A motion was
made and carried to purchase a roll of
honor for our servicemen to be placed in
our church.” The wording of these two
entries suggests that only a Roll ofHonor
was purchased, but Bethesda’s archive
contains two service flags, so flags were
clearly purchased or made at some point.

8. It is unclearwhen the service actually took
place, but it must have happened after
April 12, 1944, at least.

ARTICLES & FEATURES

charity and missions work during the war.
In June 1941, the group committed to give
one dollar a month to missionary work. In
January 1942, they sent fifteen dollars to
supportWesleyCollege.At the endof 1943,
the national WSCS put out a call for
women’s clothing to be sent to the Marcy
Center, a settlement house in Chicago that
had, at that time, just adopted a program of
non-sectarian Christian social service.
Bethesda donated a selection of dresses. In
June 1944, the group donated one dollar to
support migrant work in Caroline County.
In January 1945, the Society gave “$100 on
the Preston quota” for Crusade for Christ,
a relief and revival movement within the
Methodist Church from 1944 to 1948 (see
inset, previous page). Later in the year, they
would undertake a town-wide survey on
Preston’s religious habits for the Crusade.
In September, they gave school supplies
and cannedgoods to twodifferent charities.
Probably the group’s most significant local
charity tookplace inNovember 1942,when
Roland and Louise Lane’s home burned
down: the women very quickly organized
donations of blankets, canned goods, and
other items to the family.

The last year of World War II – 1945 –
began, for Bethesda, with another
anniversary. In January, Rev. andMrs.A.W.
Strickland celebrated twenty-five years of
marriage. The church threw a party for the
couple in the Sunday School room,
complete with a wedding cake and a short
program. Although it was not technically a
WSCS event, the Society served the cake
and punch, and provided much of the
evening's entertainment. Lillian Collins
even wrote a special, humorous poem
about the couple. It concluded,
"You seldom see him, without her at his side./

They're happy to be here and with us unite/In this
"Wedding Day" program, arranged for tonight./
May they remain happy through the journey of life,/
And may she never regret she became his wife."
The anniversary party, along with the

Dennis commemoration back in 1941,
bookended Bethesda's war years rather
neatly. The WSCS provided the ballast that
stabilized the church and, to some extent,
the town, as world war upended American
life. For as much as the church was a
revolving door in some ways – the popular
Stricklands were whisked away to a new
church in mid-1947 – through people like
Belle Dennis it was still possible for the
church to aspire towards some kind of
permanence and continuity. By drawing on
their roots, yet embracing progress with
open minds, the women of Bethesda
successfully balanced the past and present,
and positioned themselves to face the
challenges of the Atomic Age and a new era
of activism.

NOTES
1. For reasons that are unclear, Tufft
dropped out of the Society a few months
after the party. She died in 1945.

2. Lillian B. Collins, “1940-1950,” in
Bethesda Archive.

3. 1942 Conference Journal, 439.
4. 1941 Conference Journal, 270.
5. The acknowledgement of both
internationalism and pacifism as
alternatives toHitler’s objectives, and the
dutiful recording of such by Noble, tells
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Mildred Blades (1907-1996), wife of O.B.
Blades, served as president of the WSCS in
1944 and 1945. Image courtesy of Bev Blades.

Louise Frase (1919-2005), left, and Midge
Lane (1915-1995) pose in front of the altar at
Christmas time in 1990. Image courtesy of Mary

Lou Frase.
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Events were changing life at incredible
speed in the United States during the Civil
War. President Lincoln had issued the
Emancipation Proclamation, which
became effective January 1, 1863. African
Americanmen enlisted in themilitary in the
fall of that year. Slave owners in our area
were now allowing their slaves to enlist, so
they could receive the $300 for each one
from the Federal Government. On July 29,
1864 Methodist people gathered in
Philadelphia to start a new Annual
Conference in American Methodism.
African Americans, who had been some of
the first members of Methodism, were
establishing their own Conference, the
Delaware Annual Conference.
In the minutes there is an entry stating

that Thomas W. Price presented the
Delaware Conference with "a valuable
Minute book." Who was he? Why was he
there? Price was a life-long Methodist and
member of the Kensington Methodist

Episcopal Church in Philadelphia. In 1863
he was listed in the Philadelphia Directory
as a "blank book manufacturer." On
October 29, 1864 he was admitted to the
UnionLeagueofPhiladelphia, a society that
was established1862 as a patriotic society to
support the Union and the policies of
AbrahamLincoln.Theirmottowas "loveof
country leads."
That "valuableMinutebook" recordedby

hand theminutes of that conference and for
many sessions thereafter. Although its
present location is unknown today, it was
used in 1968 to make a microfilm of those
first proceedings. It contained church
names we are familiar with in our area:
Waugh Chapel and Washington (Hurlock)
M.E. Church. And we know that Solomon
Jackson, ordained at that Conference and
from Cambridge, gave the benediction that
first day. We know this because of a now
forgottenman–ThomasW.Price, Esquire,
a Methodist – gave the Conference "a

valuable Minute book."
Rev. Gary Moore

THOMAS W. PRICE, ESQUIRE

The Girl Scouts of Troop 1070 have been
working on sewing skills this year, starting with
small hand-sewing projects, working up to
making small pillows on a sewing machine.

Above: Katie Gosnell begins work on her pillow.

TROOP 1070 NEWS
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