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It is hard to believe that it has been three
years since I walked through the doors of
Bethesda UMC! It is even harder to believe
how short our time together is left. In April
it was announced that I will be appointed to
St. Luke’s UMC in Denton, MD starting
July 1. The church did not ask me to leave,
nor did I seek a new appointment. But I did
commit to itinerant ministry when I was
commissioned as a Provisional Elder in the
United Methodist Church. It is part of
trusting Jesus with my life and ministry as I
bow, or surrender, to his Lordship in my
life.
Here are some of the reflections that I

would like to share from my time here at
Bethesda. This is not a complete list, but
just a few highlights:
One of the privileges of sharing in

ministry with the people of Bethesda is
seeing God’s people responding to his call.
God has been faithful, as we have been
obedient. While our numbers did not
increase this year in TGIT, we did minister
to twenty-five children and youth. The real
growth this year was watching the kids
increase their knowledge of the scriptures.
We also offered confirmation classes last
year and and six youth responded to God’s
call, joining the church.
Not only have our children been learning,

but we have increased our educational
opportunities for adults. It was one of my
goals to try to getmore people in the church
involved in study of some sort, and I am
happy to note that we more than doubled
adult participation in the last year. I feel that
we have planted seeds this year that, I pray,
God will help grow and blossom.While we
need to evaluate and continue to tweak,

REV. HANDY'S FAREWELL MESSAGE
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Christian education needs to continue as a
priority at Bethesda.
We also reached out to the community

through the Preston Carnival, offering an
inexpensive game for children to play and
giving back to the community with all
proceeds donated to the Lion’s Club and
Fire Company. We provided wholesome
family entertainment through two outdoor
movie nights. On this same line, we joined
with two other churches for the Fall
Harvest Party with more than 350 children
and families joining us for trunk-or-treat,
inflatables, food, and music. We also had
another huge success with the Peach
Festival. Honoring the Fire and Rescue
members of the Preston Fire Companywas
another special highlight as we celebrated
and gave back to those who sacrifice so
much for our community. Free Soup Day
was another opportunity to give back and
support those who are needing a warm
meal. We also gave aid to families through
Thanksgiving and Christmas meals; mitten
tree; and school supplies.
I am humbled and honored by the

response of this church to the people of our
community. God has given us
opportunities to be the hands and feet of
Christ caring for those in need and sharing
the message and love of the Gospel. I will
continue to lift you up in prayer and pray
that you continue to respond to the call.
We also need to recognize the wonderful

worship we have had. There have been
incredible moments as we celebrated
Advent,ChristmasEve,Lent,GoodFriday,
and Easter. The dramas, liturgical dance,
and special music have added to our
worship experience. It is my prayer that

MEET THE WILEYS!

On July 1, Bethesda will welcome Rev.
Eugene Martin (Marty) Wiley as its new
minister. Rev. Wiley and his wife, Caroline,
come to us from St. Luke's UMC in St.
Michaels, where Rev. Wiley has been
stationed since 2012.
Born in Wilmington, Delaware, Wiley

graduated fromBrandywineHighSchool in
1967. He joined the Navy in 1968, serving
on submarines and teaching in Charleston,
South Carolina for a decade. He earned a
BachelorofArtsdegree fromtheUniversity
of South Carolina in 1980. From 1978 to
2002 he owned and operated a
manufacturing business in Wilmington,
before entering the ministry in 2003. He
received a Master of Divinity degree from
Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary in
2005. As a full-time pastor since 2003, he
served Summit UMC, in Middletown,
Delaware (2003-2005); Wesley UMC, in
Elkton,MD(2005-2009); andUnionUMC,
in Bear, Delaware (2009-2011). After
retiring in 2011, Wiley served as interim
pastor on the Harmony-Ames circuit
(2011-2012), beforemoving toSt.Michaels.
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The Circle of Concern is reserved for members and friends of Bethesda
who are unable to make it to church on a regular basis due to being
homebound, out of town, in the hospital, in the Armed Forces, etc.
Contact addresses are provided, and we hope readers will consider
sending a card or note to individuals on the list. New names may
be added to the list by contacting Glenda Griffin via email at
griffin4325@yahoo.com, by post at 4325 Blink Horn Road,

Hurlock, MD 21643, or by phone at 443-521-2188. Please add only
the names of familymembers, and please ask their permission before submitting their names.
Submissions should include: Name, Postal Address, Reason for Absence (i.e., "in the
hospital," "in the military," etc., and Expected Duration of Absence.

MONTHLY BULLETIN

The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face to shine upon

you, and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon

you, and give you peace.

~ Numbers 6:24-26 ~

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

Betty Hinnershitz
(410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.

Gloria Trice
(410-673-7339)
21850 Water St.

NURSING HOMES

The Pines
610 Dutchman's Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
Room 319B

OUT OF TOWN

John Legates
505 Academy St.

Cambridge, MD 21613

C
IR
CL

E O
F CONCERN

God’s Holy Spirit is present and experienced in our worship. Continue tomake worship of
God a priority!
It has also been a privilege as I have walked with many of you through life. We have seen

some go through surgery, weddings, baptisms, churchmembership, life changes, and death.
This is one of my greatest joys in ministry, walking with you.
The leadership of Bethesda has been faithful as well. We aren’t perfect, but the leaders

have been willing to stretch and try new things. It is my prayer that the leadership continues
to seek God’s wisdom and direction for Bethesda.
All this being said, it saddens me greatly to say goodbye and realize that I will not be here

for Bethesda’s next chapter. You have blessed me and helped me to grow as a pastor and
leader. I believe that Paul expresses well my sentiment in Philippians 1: 3-11:
Every time you crossmymind, I break out in exclamations of thanks toGod.Each exclamation is a trigger

to prayer. I find myself praying for you with a glad heart. I am so pleased that you have continued on in this
with us, believing and proclaiming God’s Message, from the day you heard it right up to the present. There

REV. HANDY'S FAREWELL MESSAGE (cont.)
The Oriole sings in the greening grove
As if he were half-way waiting,
The rosebuds peep from their hoods of
green,

Timid, and hesitating.
The rain comesdown ina torrent sweep
And the nights smell warm and piney,
The garden thrives, but the tender
shoots

Are yellow-green and tiny.
Then a flash of sun on a waiting hill,
Streams laugh that erst were quiet,
The sky smiles down with a dazzling
blue

And the woods run mad with riot.

"Summer in the South," by Paul
Lawrence Dunbar (1872-1906)

Continued on Page 3

WEEKLY INCOME: MAY
Date
5/3
5/10
5/17
5/24
5/31

Attendance
49
50
37
51
68

Plate
$527.00
$469.00
$298.00
$861.00
$228.47

Envelopes
$740.00
$650.00
$658.00
$1,041.00
$782.00

Total
$1,267.00
$1,119.00
$956.00
$1,902.00
$1,010.47

Statistics

•Required Income According to Budget
(5 weeks @ $1,563 per week): $7,815

•Actual Income: $6,254.47
•Average Weekly Income: $1,302.23
•Average Attendance: 51
•Per Capita Income: $25.79
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NEWS & NOTICES

has never been the slightest doubt in my mind that
the God who started this great work in you would
keep at it and bring it to a flourishing finish on the
very day Christ Jesus appears.
It’s not at all fanciful for me to think this way

about you. My prayers and hopes have deep roots in
reality.You have, after all, stuckwithme all the way
from the time I was thrown in jail, put on trial, and
came out of it in one piece. All along you have
experienced with me the most generous help from
God.He knows howmuch I love and miss you these
days. Sometimes I think I feel as strongly about you
as Christ does!
So this is my prayer: that your love will flourish

and that you will not only love much but well. Learn
to love appropriately. You need to use your head and
test your feelings so that your love is sincere and
intelligent, not sentimental gush. Live a lover’s life,
circumspect and exemplary, a life Jesus will be proud
of: bountiful in fruits from the soul, making Jesus
Christ attractive to all, getting everyone involved in

REV. HANDY (cont.)

Wileymarriedhis high school sweetheart,
Caroline, in July 1974, and they have four
children – Abbigail, Allison, Ben, and Jake
– and six grandchildren.
Wiley's first Sunday in the pulpit will be

July5,with a receptionof light refreshments
to follow in the Fellowship Hall.

REV. WILEY (cont.)

TROOP 1070 NEWS

Alyssa tie-dyes a shirt.
The Girl Scouts of Troop 1070 tie-dyed

shirts to wear to Encampment, a special
camping trip for all Girl Scouts in Caroline
County at Camp Grove Point in Earleville
in early June. The girls also learned about
the eight basic outdoor skills in preparation
for the trip.

the glory and praise of God (The Message).
Bethesda is a wonderful church with a

rich history. I am thankful for each and
every one of you, the people of Bethesda!
You have not only embraced me, but my
family aswell. Youhave been a great part of
my children’s faith journey. Above all, I am
eternally grateful toGod for placingme and
our family here for this season of ministry
and life!
May God bless each of you richly!

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Karen

Bethesda will again participate in
Immanuel Lutheran's Vacation Bible
School, which will take place July 13-17.
Contact Eric Cheezum if you can help out.

VBS NEWS
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FLASHBACK: NEWS REPRINTS
ARTICLES & FEATURES

According to the existing history of
Caroline County, the Rev. Mr. Ruff was
preaching in the year 1776onwhatwas then
known asKent Circuit. For some reason he
was called away for a short time from his
work, and at his request Freeborn
Garretson came over to take his place while
he was away. Garretson preached in Queen
Anne's County, and came into Caroline,
first at Greensboro, then, traveling
southward, he visited the upper parts of
TuckahoeNeck near Hillsboro. He was the
firstMethodist preacher thepeople heard in
these parts.
FromRev.Garretson's Journal, hewrites:

"I was wandering along in search of an
opening for the Word in deep thought and
prayer that my way might be prosperous,
when I came to a gate, where I had a sudden
impression that I ought to turn in, which I
did and went up to a house and told the
mistress who came out to meet me, that if
she wanted to hear the word of the Lord, to
send out and call her neighbors, which she
did, and I preached that evening and the
next day.” According to the the county
history, this event took place at the home of
NathanDownes, the Stepfather of the Rev.
Ezekiel Cooper, who was an officer in the
American Army of the Revolutionary War.
And as it was a day of great mustering,
Garrettson, sittingonhishorse, preached to
the soldiers,many ofwhomwere converted
and became Methodists.
As a result, a Methodist Society was

formed in the year 1776 or 1778 in
Tuckahoe Neck. Between 1780 and 1784
the first Methodist Meeting House in
Caroline County was built near Meeting
House Branch and was known as
"Ebenezer Chapel." The chapel became a
rallying center forMethodists formore than
a quarter of a century. Quarterly
Conferences were held with Bishops Coke
and Asbury presiding. On his first visit to
this community in 1784 Bishop Coke said,
"The people here are the best singers I have
heard in America."
Several prominent Methodist itinerants

came from this section. Among them were
Ezekiel Cooper, Solomon Sharp, Stephen
Martindale, andThomasNeal. It was in this
neighborhood on September 12, 1816, that
the Rev. Jesse Lee died while visiting the
home of Francis Sellers, and he was first
interred near the Ebenezer Chapel.
Several years ago I became interested in

finding out more about my family. Soon
afterward I discovered that Rev. Ezekiel
Cooper, born February 22, 1763, was a
brother of my fourth great-grandfather
Nehemiah Cooper. He was a very
interestingman, and IknewIhad to findout
more about him. I made a trip to Barratt's
Chapel in Frederica, Delaware, scoured
used book stores in search of Methodist
history, and, best of all, I met a member of
the Cooper family whose ancestors had
lived in Camden, Delaware and were the
caretakers of Rev. Ezekiel's personal
effects. These items have since been
donated to themuseum at Barratt's Chapel.
Rev. Cooper entered theministry in 1785

and was sent in 1786 to Long Island, NY.
He also traveled on the Jersey Circuit. In
1793 he was Presiding Elder of Boston
District, which embraced a large part of
New England, including what was then the
Province of Maine. In this district he was
the fellowcompanionofRev. JesseLee.His
circuit later became Brooklyn, NY,
Philadelphia, PA, and Wilmington, DE.
At the death of John Dickins, in 1798, he

EZEKIEL COOPER AS I KNOW HIM
From the Preston News, June 12, 1947.

Left: Ebenezer Chapel monument.

Above: Ezekiel Cooper.
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1853, after all expenses and debts were paid
there was $5,000.00 left in his estate. He
gave the sum of $100 to every child of his
nephews and nieces whose name was
Ezekiel Cooper – that is, who had been
named after him. Children of more distant
relatives or friends who were named in
Cooper's honor received a copy of the
Bible.
I have foundRev.Ezekiel tobe a kind and

gentle man who loved his God and his
family.

Jean Kelly
Jean Kelly is a prolific researcher and past

president of theUpper ShoreGenealogical Society of
Maryland. She compiles and edits that
organization's journal, Chesapeake Cousins.

Clip Form and Mail To:
Bethesda UMC

ATTN: Cat's Meow
PO Box 147, Preston, MD 21655

Name: ________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Shipping Address: ____________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________________

Number of Models Desired: _________________

Total Amount for Cut Outs: _________________
(@ $13.00 each)

Shipping & Handling: _________________
In order to ensure they arrive safely, models will be

shipped in parcels of up to two items per parcel. Each
parcel will be sent via USPS flat-rate for $5.95.
In the event of a very large order, please email

bethesdanewsletter@verizon.net
to discuss alternate shipping arrangements.

Total Enclosed: _________________

Checks may be made out to: "Bethesda UMC,"
with "Cat's Meow" on the Memo Line. Please

do not send cash.

CAT'S MEOW ORDER FORM

ARTICLES & FEATURES

was appointed as book agent, and was
elected by the General Conference in 1800
as agent, and editor ofMethodist books. At
that time the Book Concern was
exceedingly limited in its means, but by
Cooper's wise and prudent management its
interests were greatly enlarged. He
continued to act as book agent until 1808
when for thenext eight yearshe resumedhis
itinerant labors. Afterward he returned to
the Book Concern but was soon placed as
supernumerary in the Philadelphia
Conference.
Coopernevermarried.Afterhis deathhis

family found letters in his lapdeskwritten to
him from two lady suitors. He answered all
of them, and kept them all, but very
discreetly cut their names from the letters.
"His personal appearance embodied a

fine illustration of age, intelligence, and
piety.His framewas tall, but slight; his locks
whitewith years, andhis features expressive
of reflection and serenity. He was

EZEKIEL COOPER AS I KNOW HIM
considered by his ministerial associates a
'living encyclopedia.' He was a diligent
student and a close observer" – this
description was included in a paper I found
at Barratt's Chapel.
To him John Wesley addressed the last

letter he wrote to America in which he said
"Lose no opportunity of declaring to all
men that the Methodists are one people in
all the world, that it is their full
determination so to continue."
Rev. Ezekiel Cooper died calmly and

peacefully after a brief sickness onFebruary
21, 1847; he was 84 years old and 64 years a
minister. He was laid to rest in front of St.
George's Chapel on North Fourth Street
and Vine in Philadelphia, PA., down the
street from the "Betsy Ross House." A
portion of his estate was left to the church
that was his charge, for the care of the
children of the poor.
From his third audit report filed in

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on August 19,

The special donation taken to
support UMCOR's efforts toward
earthquake relief in Nepal yielded

$113.00.
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