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Thank you, Bethesda, for your warm
greeting and kind reception. Caroline and I
are grateful for your support as we enter a
new season of our journey together, which
numbered forty-one years on July 15.
Our life together began as a coincidental

encounter (I think not) at our lockers,
assigned alphabetically, on the first day of
high school. Did I mention that we both
had the same last name from birth? God
was up to something special in our lives and
wewere somehowable to recognize thatwe
had a connection of some sort that differed
from any other. A gift from God, a calling,
a direction. We had fun when we were
together. Neither of us could have possibly
foreseen our life together today, nor would
our sixteen-year-old versions have been
much interested in the sixty something
versions with children and grandchildren
that exist today. High school passed in the
blink of an eye and before we knew it we
were walking together alphabetically to
receive our diplomas. I stepped on her
gown, almost tripping her, and we parted
company.
We chose to do it our way. Caroline's way

was not as much of a train wreck as the
carnage that my choices produced, but we
both knew something was missing in our
lives. It has been my experience that I
seldom notice when I am inGod's will, but
I am acutely aware (life is no fun) when I am
not in God's will. Caroline found herself
working in the fashion industry and living in
NewYork's Greenwich Village, while I was
serving in the Navy, stationed in
Charleston, South Carolina and submerged
half the year aboard a submarine with no
way to be contacted.What are the odds that

Continued on Page 2

WELCOMING THE WILEYS TO BETHESDA

Top, from left: Bill Bennett, Rev. Wiley, Mrs.
Wiley, and Chris Farnell at the reception for the
Wileys, July 5. Below:DonnaLane's welcome sign. Continued on Page 5

PEACH FESTIVAL NEWS
As we approach the final week before

the Peach Festival, it's important that we
have made all the necessary preparations.
Since it is a peach festival, we need plenty
of pies, cobblers, and other baked goods
for the bake table, and also at the dessert
window where we sell items by the slice.
People come early to buy the pies and
cobblers and we don't want to disappoint
them.
New this year will be a dime toss where

you pitch a dime and hope it lands in a
glass. If anyone has any glasses or mugs
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The Circle of Concern is reserved for members and friends of Bethesda
who are unable to make it to church on a regular basis due to being
homebound, out of town, in the hospital, in the Armed Forces, etc.
Contact addresses are provided, and we hope readers will consider
sending a card or note to individuals on the list. New names may
be added to the list by contacting Glenda Griffin via email at
griffin4325@yahoo.com, by post at 4325 Blink Horn Road,

Hurlock, MD 21643, or by phone at 443-521-2188. Please add only
the names of familymembers, and please ask their permission before submitting their names.
Submissions should include: Name, Postal Address, Reason for Absence (i.e., "in the
hospital," "in the military," etc., and Expected Duration of Absence.

MONTHLY BULLETIN

We know that all things work together
for good for those who love God, who
are called according to his purpose.

~ Romans 8:28 ~

WEEKLY INCOME: JULY
Date

7/5

7/12

7/19

7/26

Attendance

55

49

43

41

Plate

$641.00

$793.30

$839.00

$225.00

Envelopes

$778.00

$676.00

$420.00

$685.00

Total

$1,419.00

$1,469.30

$1,259.00

$910.00

Statistics

•Required Income According to Budget
(4 weeks @ $1563 per week): $6,252.00

•Actual Income: $5,057.30
•Average Weekly Income: $1,290.30
•Average Attendance: 50
•Per Capita Income: $25.90

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

Betty Hinnershitz
(410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.

Gloria Trice
(410-673-7339)
21850 Water St.

NURSING HOMES

The Pines
610 Dutchman's Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
Room 319B

OUT OF TOWN

John Legates
505 Academy St.

Cambridge, MD 21613

C
IR
CL

E O
F CONCERN

wewould ever reclaimGod's promise for our lives? I thankGodeveryday thatCaroline took
a chance and wrote me a letter, and didn't give up over the seven months it took for me to
receive it and respond. Miracles beyondmeasure had to happen for that life-changing letter
to find me. I am convinced that those miracles still happen every day in our personal and
in our corporate lives as Christians.
With God, the odds are in our favor. It takes at least one visionary to see what God has

been up to in our community right before us, all along. Once you've seen how it should be,
nothing else will satisfy. You must tell everyone or explode. Then little by little, bit by bit,
as the Spirit leads, others see and join in, and they too experience the shear joy resulting from
stepping out in faith.
God is already up to something special at Bethesda: catch the spirit and become

contagious!
Serving by Grace,

Pastor Marty

PASTOR'S MESSAGE (cont.)

"I'm touched by the idea that
when we do things that are
useful and helpful –

collecting these shards of
spirituality – that we may be
helping to bring about a

healing."

Leonard Nimoy
(1931-2015)

The Church picnic will be held after
church on Sunday, August 23. It will be a
covered-dish luncheon in the church park.
Hot dogs and hamburgers on the grill, and
drinks, will be provided. Bring your lawn
chairs.

CHURCH PICNIC



3THE BETHESDA BUGLE AUGUST 2015

NEWS & NOTICES

WOB LUNCHEON AT SUICIDE BRIDGE RESTAURANT

The Women held their annual luncheon at Suicide Brige Restaurant, after church on June 7. Attendees,
clockwise from left, are: Shirley Pryor, Doris Gerlach, Joyce Alderman, Sandy Bailey, Joyce Cohee,
Linda Prager, Rev. Handy, Mary Cheezum, Nancy Seaman, Eris Rima, and Helen Fletcher.

IN MEMORIAM:
SUSAN PHELPS MYERS

Susan Phelps Myers, 53, lost her battle
with cancer on May 27, 2015. Susan was
born in Cambridge, Maryland and was a
lifelong resident of the Eastern Shore,
residing in Federalsburg, Maryland. She
joined Bethesda in 1983.
She is survived by her husband, Rich
Myers; four children: John Phelps, Jimmy
Phelps, hiswifeChrissy, Tracy Phelps and
Laura Phelps-Vanloon and her husband,
Chris; her sister, Nancy Fairbanks; and
thirteen grandchildren.
Memorial services were held Saturday,
July 18, 12 p.m. at First Church of God in
Federalsburg. Donations, in lieu of
flowers, can be made to First Church of
God, Federalsburg.

Left: Rev. Handy (center) recognizes high school graduates Alyson Farnell and Hunter Nagel on May 31. Right: On May 20, Handy presented Bethesda's
second annual CRHS Book Award to Josh Stewart. Bethesda also presented a book award to Alyson Farnell.

RECOGNIZING SENIORS & PRESENTING BOOK AWARDS

Chonda Pierce is the number-one-selling female Christian comedian of all time. In this DVD, the "Queen of Clean" takes her comedy
to anew level as she refinesher stand-upandbringsdown thehouse as shehas funwith fairy tales, her upclose andpersonal viewofNASCAR
racing, and theGreatest Story Ever Told. You'll laugh, you'll cry, you'll laugh again - sometimes all at the same time! Has Chonda got a story
for you!Meet at Linda Prager's home onAugust 11 at 6:00 pm for a girls' night out.Men are invited – but come at your own risk ! Sandwiches
and drinks will be provided. Be prepared for the DVD to last about an hour and fifteen minutes. You will enjoy every minute of it ! RSVPs
are not necessary, but feel free to let Linda Prager or Julie Lowry know if you plan to attend.

DVD PRESENTATION: CHONDRA PIERCE'S "HAVE I GOT A STORY FOR YOU!"
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ARTICLES & FEATURES

Not all of us have the gift of evangelism… but we can all have a part in helping to spread the gospel message. Here are a few ways I find
to do just that:
* There is a rough-hewn cross on my living room wall and a couple of lovely prints scattered about my home that include a bible verse.
* I write “God bless!” on the memo line of checks, or a short phrase about our Lord. In that way, someone handling the check might
notice and have their thoughts turned to the eternal.
* When prayers have been answered for the recovery of an injured or sick friend, I verbalize being grateful to God for answering those
prayers, as a testimony to God’s power.
* For a more modern touch, I sometimes refer to something spiritual on my Facebook page.
These are all fairly subtle methods of evangelizing… yet they can be seeds of truth planted in someone’s mind and heart. Perhaps there

are other ways that you can think of to be a subtle evangelist.
Nancy Marie Seaman

that they can donate, please see Donna Lane. Also new this year will be face painting by Brittainy Simmons. This is something that the kids
should really enjoy. Don't forget to buy your BBQ chicken dinner tickets to ensure that you get one. "Reminiscing" will be singing songs
from the 50s and 60s, and the vendors will be having a nice selection of items for sale. And of course, the peaches and ice cream, scrapple
sandwiches, and soft crab sandwiches! We also have t-shirts for sale! Each is $12; to reserve one for the day, call Kay Fairbank at
410-673-7288. Mark your calendar for August 8 from 9-2 at the Preston Fire House. Don't miss this big social event of the year!

SUBTLE EVANGELISM

FLASHBACK: NEWS REPRINTS

PEACH FESTIVAL NEWS (cont.)

At left: Denton Journal, July 31, 1897, 3.
Above: Denton Journal, August 25, 1917, 5.

WANTED:Women's Societyminutes
from ca. 1965-1982 (probably one
ledger), which are missing from the
church archive. Contact Eric
BethesdaNewsletter@verizon.net.
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WOMEN OF BETHESDA: BRAVE NEW WORLD, 1946-1951
ARTICLES & FEATURES

In the aftermath of World War II, with
Europe in tatters and communism on the
march, the United States and its allies were
faced with a radically different world than
that of even five years before. At home, few
aspects of life had escaped the
transformative power of the war. The
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944,
known as the GI Bill, provoked much of
this change by offering benefits to veterans
returning from thewar. Financial assistance
for college and trade school, and generous
terms on housing and business loans, led to
a spike in university enrollments and a
housing shortage that fueled a tidal wave of
suburban development that lasted until the
early 1960s. The GI Bill was only the
beginning of American postwar largesse,
whichwas predicated on the prosperity that
followed the war, and justified by what
President Franklin D. Roosevelt called the
“Second Bill of Rights.” Americans,
Roosevelt told the country in January 1944,
must be guaranteed employment, food,
shelter, education, and health care: “We
have come to a clear realization of the fact
that true individual freedom cannot exist
without economic security and
independence. . . . In our day these
economic truths have become accepted as
self-evident.Wehave accepted, so to speak,
a second Bill of Rights under which a new
basis of security and prosperity can be

established for all regardless of station, race,
or creed.”1 Following Roosevelt’s death in
April 1945, President Harry Truman
worked to implement much of his
predecessor’s agenda in order to give
Americans what he called a “Fair Deal.”
Such optimism and egalitarianism – both

reactions to the misery and horror of the
war – also reshaped the concept of civil
rights. Eleanor Roosevelt, widow of
President Roosevelt, set the agenda at the
international level in 1946, when she
became the first chairman of the United
Nations (UN) Commission on Human
Rights. Over the next two years, the
commission hammered out the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, which
document was ratified by the UN in
December 1948. Speaking in September
1948, Roosevelt explained that the
“development of the ideal of freedom and
its translation into the everyday life of the
people in great areas of the earth is the
product of the efforts of many peoples. . . .
In each generation and in each country
theremust be a continuation of the struggle
and new steps forward must be taken since
this is preeminently a field inwhich to stand
still is to retreat.”2

Roosevelt’s ideals were already playing
out, albeit imperfectly, inher homecountry.
The Civil Rights Movement, which had
begun to take formal shape in the early

1940s, gained momentum in the second
half of thedecade,with signal events like the
arrival of Jackie Robinson in major league
baseball (1947) and Truman’s
desegregation of the military (1948). It
would reach its zenith in the 1950s and
1960s. The Women’s Movement, the roots

Presidents
1946

Mrs. Perry Voshell

1947
Mrs. Perry Voshell

1948-1949*
Mrs. Perry Voshell

1949-1950
Mrs. Carlton Dukes

1950-1951
Mrs. Howard Harris

*Bethesda's WSCS elections took place at the
end of each year – until 1948, when they were
delayed and shifted back to May 1949, with
the new officers beginning their terms in June.
The change brought the Society in line with the
Conference's calendar year. Voshell's third
term thus lasted from January 1948 through

May 1949.

Three WSCS presidents, from left: Doris Voshell (1918-2008), seen here in about 1945; Etta Dukes (1917-1998), seen here in about 1943; and
Maggie Harris (1905-2002) in a photograph from the Bethesda directory of 1988.The Voshell and Dukes images appear courtesy of Joe Voshell and

David Harper, Jr., respectively.
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ARTICLES & FEATURES
WOMEN OF BETHESDA: BRAVE NEW WORLD, 1946-1951
of which extended at least back to 1848,
developed more slowly. During the war,
hundreds of thousands of women entered
the workplace, often in heavy industry, to
fill in for men who were fighting overseas.
With veterans now returning to their old
jobs, women were forced out, back to old
gender roles. The promise of equal rights
would eludewomen in the1940s, andby the
endof thenext decade theywould complain
of the “problem that has no name” – the
ennui and frustration that accompanied the
glass ceiling of middle class womanhood.
Although they may not have shattered that
glass ceiling, American women, including
those atBethesda, nonetheless accepted the
challenge that Roosevelt posed, and sought
to foster new attitudes and better lives for
their fellow citizens.
During the late 1940s, the sails of the

Methodist Church billowed with the
progressive and internationalist winds that
were then propelling the ship of postwar
affairs. The church’s Women’s Society for
Christian Service (WSCS) produced all
manner of magazine articles and study
materials containing meditations on
national and global affairs. That literature,
in turn, directed the study and discussion
that took place on the local level, in
churches and women’s meetings all across
the United States. At Bethesda, the Society
increasingly took its cues from the district-,
conference- and national-level church. As
the Preston News reported in 1948, “the
Society is using most of the Conference-
wide phases of WSCS work.”3

The state of world affairs was a popular
topic at Bethesda’s meetings in this period.
1946 began, for instance, with the topic
“Peace through the way of the Cross” – an
apt subject in the aftermathofWorldWar II
– while later devotionals that year focused
on peace in Latin America, and the role of
children in the peace process. Africa was a
frequent subject of programs that year, with
the women discussing and viewing movies
on the continent and its people. In 1947, the
ongoing discussion turned to China, with
one speaker delivering a talk that “gave us

new ideas of conditions in China at the
present time.” The group heard a pair of
reports on theUnitedNations inDecember
1947 and January 1948, the first by Mrs.
O.B. Blades, and the second by Max
Chambers, publisher of the Preston News.
Other subjects included “The Palestine
Question” and the “spiritual conflict in
Korea.”4

The group’s interest in world issues was
complemented by a professed belief in the
basic brotherhood of nations and the
importance of uniting the world for and
through Christ – hence, "peace through the
way of the cross." Throughout the late
1940s, Bethesda’s WSCS referenced these
themes, usually as part of the devotional
services that began monthly meetings, and
often in hymns during those services. The
April 1947 devotional theme, for instance,
was “Declare His Glories Among All
Peoples” and included the hymn “Jesus
ShallReign” and a song aboutbrotherhood.
April 1948’s hymns were “The Whole
Creation is our Lord’s” and “This is our
Father’s World.” Other devotionals
focused on “teaching the world to
read” (February1950), “Health thru [sic] our
Brotherhood of Nations” (September
1950), and the religious symbols ofMuslims
and Christians (March 1951). In December
1949, Circle I devoted its meeting program
to “Xmas in other Lands.” The WSCS’
commitment to internationalism
demonstrates how profoundly the
uncertainty and postwar politics penetrated
into the American consciousness – even in
small towns like Preston. In the late 1940s
theUnitedNations embodied the ideals for
which the Allies, particularly the United
States, had fought in World War II, and
there was consensus that it was the duty of
Americans to see those ideals secured and
extended to the rest of the world. Learning
to “love thy neighbor” was a prerequisite
for ensuring the triumph of the new world
order.
Bethesda’s women also frequently

grappled with the then-topical subject of
social justice in the United States. Although

we have scant evidence of members’
thoughts on the matter, that they discussed
it at all is worth mentioning. In September
1946, the WSCS’s devotional reading
focused on the general concept of “Basic
Human Rights in the United States.” On
two more occasions, however, the women
directly confronted the issue of race
relations. In February 1947, Mrs. Ed Butler
andCircle II gave aprogramonon the issue,
with Butler reading a poem, “The Turning
of the Babies in the Bed,” by Paul Lawrence
Dunbar, and playing recordings of
spirituals performed, in the main, by black
artists Marian Anderson, Paul Robeson,
and the Deep River Boys. Two years later,
the Society’s February 1949 devotionalwas,
as that month’s minutes report, “entitled
‘OurWorking Together Love’ and brought
out the thought of all races living together
harmoniously.”
It is easy, fromourmodernvantagepoint,

to be skeptical of these efforts, or to
consider them naive, inadequate, or
insincere. But for a group of white, middle
class homemakers who had lived through
Jim Crow, on the one hand, andNazism on
the other, making racial equality the focal
point of your women’s Society devotional
was a strong political statement. In the
1940s race relations in the United States
were becoming increasingly heated, with
riots taking place in Los Angeles and
Detroit during the war. Closer to home,
Preston itself was nearly convulsed by mob
violence in September 1944 when white
businessman James Davis was accidentally
shot and killed by Howard Hubbard, Sr., a
black dance hall owner, during a traffic
altercation. Hubbard’s home and business
both burned under mysterious
circumstances, andofficials,worried thathe
would be lynched, quickly removed him
from town. The incident rocked Preston,
and poisoned relations between blacks and
whites for decades afterward. In this
context, discussing race, listening to poetry
readings and recordings by black artists –
and having the local newspaper report the
fact, as thePrestonNews certainlydid–were
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WOMEN OF BETHESDA: BRAVE NEW WORLD, 1946-1951
meaningful signs of new attitudes, and the
new era that was about to dawn for
American civil rights.5

Bethesda’s women were conscious, too,
of their identity as women in a changing
society. The Methodist Church took a
leading role in molding and channeling that
identity via its many periodicals directed at
WSCS members, but the real work of
reshaping Methodist womanhood
happened, naturally, in the group’smonthly
meetings. In the five years after the war, the
WSCS, national as well as local, mounted a
sustained effort to involve women in the
politics and social issues of the day. The
campaign reached Preston in April 1946,
when WSCS President Mrs. Perry Voshell
“read a letter on the status of women.” A
couple months later, the Society’s
devotional article was “Women as trustees
of the future,” with Circle I discussing an
“article on what [the] Methodist Woman
is.” In January 1948, Voshell gave a talk on
the subject as part of that month’s
devotional service. The official minutes
note that “Mrs. Voshell characterized ‘The
MethodistWoman’ and her reactions to the
problems facing theworld today,” although
sadly they do not elaborate.
Conference-level WSCS officers

occasionally came to Preston and shared
their thoughts on the proper role of the
WSCS in the life of the nation. InMay 1948,
Mrs.VintonShufelt, aHurlock resident and
WSCS Promotional Secretary for the
Peninsula Conference, “gave an inspiring
talk on the true meaning of the WSCS.” As
the Preston News explained, “Her talk on
the important phases of the Woman’s
Society work was clearly defined, vividly
illustrated, and forcefully delivered. Using
the lettersWSCSshe illustratedhermessage
with mottos using those letters.” Sadly, we
have no record of what mottos Shufelt
produced, butwe do know that theworship
service theme for the evening was, aptly,
“Whose Daughters Are Not Afraid.”6 In
May 1951 another visitor,Mrs. HugoKelso
of Rehoboth, delivered a similar lecture,
including “another meaning of WSCS –

“Women Saved and Consecrated for
Service.” With so much self-analysis, there
seems little doubt that Bethesda’s women
saw themselves as active participants in
postwar social and political change, even as
they worked to ground that change in the
teachings of the church. None of the
women of Bethesda would ever match the
fame and influence of Eleanor Roosevelt, it
is true, but through their church work and
the attitudes the WSCS helped foster, they
could join with women all over the country
in the shaping of national andworld events.
Transformation took place at the local

level, too. The forty years or so after World
War II were a second heyday for women’s
activism in the Methodist Church, and
especially at Bethesda. During the late
1940s the WSCS experienced a period of
reorganization and expansion thatmade it a
viable organization for the longterm. In
1945, the Easton District alone reported
ninety-eight WSCS chapters, totaling
almost 5,000 members.7 Although no
numbers are available for the remainder of
the decade, District Superintendent Essell
P. Thomas often saluted theWSCS’ success
in his reports to the Conference. Preston’s
womenensured their Society keptpacewith
their neighbors’ and with the national
church. New areas of work, such as the
Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF), were
established; committees were organized or
abolished; and by the end of the 1940s,
Bethesda’s leadership was participating
regularly in regional WSCS meetings and
summerworkshops. In late 1947, bothMrs.
PerryVoshell andMrs.HowardHarriswere
even elected to district office, and Bethesda
hosted the district meeting in the Fall of
1948 – such was Bethesda’s immersion in
the larger WSCS organization.
This higher level of participation was

made possible by a significant demographic
shift within the Society. By 1950 a new
generation of younger women began to
join.Their addition, alongwith that of other
newcomers, galvanized the group and its
work, and established a cohort of women
who would preside over a golden age of

church work stretching through the 1980s.
The names of some of those new arrivals
will be familiar to older members of
Bethesda: Mrs. Ed Butler, Mrs. Carl
Coleberg, Mrs. Carlton Dukes, Mrs.
Richard Hall, Mrs. RaymondMessick, Mrs.
Thomas Trice III, Mrs. Landon Walston,
Mrs. ByronWhite,Mrs. Peter VandeVisser,
andMrs. Perry Voshell. In September 1950
our very own Helen Fletcher joined the
Society, and she has been a devotedwoman
of Bethesda ever since.
The newer membership embraced the

more serious work emphasized by the
Methodist Church, redirecting and refining

Top: Mrs. Elva Butler (1898-1988), circa 1955
(Cheezum Family Collection). A short article on
Butler appeared in our October 2011 issue.
Bottom: Mrs. Marguerite Walston, photographed
in 1988 for the church directory.
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REMEMBERING CARLTON & ETTA DUKES

It has taken me a long time to put this on paper because it seems
there are not words to describe Mom-Mom and Pop-Pop as
grandparents, role models, best friends, and the list goes on. The
second problem is that there were so many parts to them both that
there are too many ways to describe them. If I think on them as
individuals, they were what grandparents are supposed to be:
loving, caring, fun, active, faithful, and always there for others.
They helped instill in me and my son a foundation for developing
our faith. Mom-Mom and Pop-Pop put their family first and
treated everyone as rare and preciousmembers of that family. And
as I think backnow they adapted to theworld as it changed, in order
to live their lives as God led them. They taught by example and
encouraged every step of the way. Both were active in the church
as Ushers, Greeters, and committee members; they often helped
new ministers adjust by absorbing them into their family and
babysitting and being a community support. I remember them
working on church dinners sponsored by the Methodist Women,
and for them it didn’t seem like work but more like fun, with the
whole family to help. My grandparents led such an active role in the
church by serving their Savior through words and deeds.

Mary Sue Andrew

It is not possible to capture the Christian essence of Carlton and
Etta Dukes on paper. They embodied love and kindness in all
things. We were “family” and next-door neighbors for many years
and never had an unpleasant word between us.
They loved the Lord, their church, their family, and expanded

their family to include their church family and any children who
crossed their path (many of whom called them Mom-Mom and
Pop-Pop). Their home was a second home for Suzi and Matt, our
boys, and quite a fewothers over the years. Parentswere never told
of their children’s misbehavior. “What happens at Mom-Mom’s,
stays at Mom -Mom’s.” Carlton and Etta served and entertained
tirelessly, and I have always marveled at their family’s generosity in
sharing them with so many.
Carlton and Etta served in their church their whole lives. They

loved to laugh and have fun, and they hosted countless church
events in their home and on their lawn. They performed in many
plays and skits which they often helped to create. New pastors and
their familieswere always treated to adeliciousdinner at theDukes’.
If the church doors were open, they were there.
Etta loved to sing in the choir and especially loved singing in the

“Quartet." She was involved in the Women of Bethesda for over
fifty years and planned, cooked, and served at every event. She was
secretary for many committees and served in Sunday School and
Bible School. She loved flower arranging and sewing, everything
from bridal party gowns to the stage curtain for the church.
Carlton exuded wisdom and quiet strength. He was often

consulted on the contents of the Bible and the Discipline, which
were kept by his favorite chair at home and read regularly. He
served onmany committees, and his voice was an important one at
the Administrative Board and Trustees meetings.
Etta enjoyedher job at thePrestonNews&Farmer and couldhold

her ownworkingwith thewell-knownand colorfulMaxChambers.
She could hold her own with anyone, for that matter. She would
hear only positive things about those she loved. Before the
newspaper, she worked with Carlton at home, raising their son,
homemaking, cooking forCarlton and thedairyworkers, anddoing
anything Carlton needed to support his work. David has often said
shewas so attuned toCarlton thatwhen he needed a ride to or from
the field, she would just show up without his having to ask. They
worked hard all week, and Sundays were for church and visiting
family, especially their parents. Carlton was a life-long farmer who
loved his work and did it with skill and discipline. He loved horses
and would usually make time for a ride on Blue Boy on Saturday
mornings with Mr. A.T. Blades.
Carlton and Etta were encouragers. They trusted the Lord in all

things, believing that He would work out all things for the good of
those who love Him. They will always be loved and missed.

Brenda Harper

Carlton and Etta Dukes in about 1943.
Image courtesy of David Harper, Jr.
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My earliest memories ofMom-Mom and
Pop-Pop are brief glimpses: Mom-Mom
giving me a bath in her kitchen sink after I
rode my bicycle (with training wheels)
directly into a muddy ditch, Pop-Pop
laughing and chasing us around the living
room on his hands and knees, Mom-Mom
reading Little Golden Books to me in her
lap, Pop-Pop sitting tall and lean on the
4030. Soon after the training wheels came
off, I was allowed to ride to their house on
Friday evenings to watch "Dukes of
Hazzard."
They loved me and my brother, Tim,

alongside their own grandson, Matt. The
three of us played daily on the farm and in Mom-Mom and Pop Pop’s home. Early on,
after a hardmorning of play,Mom-Momwould lay us down for afternoon naps, rocking
in cradlesonher living roomfloorwhile she sat quietly inher chair, crochetingorknitting.
At some point Tim,Matt, and I no longer needed naps in the cradles Pop-Pop hadmade,
our feet and arms extending between the slats and stretching in all directions. Later, he
made cedar chests for each of us, gifts we still use today. Mom-Mom and Pop-Pop
worked hard, but they gave generously to us – enduring gifts.
Many would consider Mom-Mom’s Eastern Shore table to be southern cooking. She

would ring the cast-iron farm bell to call Pop-Pop in at noon for dinner, the biggest meal
of the day. Salt-cured ham, greens, Jell-O salads, potato salad, sweet tea, canned pickles
from the garden, fresh tomatoes, and biscuits would be a good start for one of hermeals.
Pop-Pop rarely ate anyone else’s cooking, and you couldn’t blame him.
It was obvious that they loved each other as much as they loved us. On the farm, at

church, and in the community, Mom-Mom and Pop-Pop were partners, serving
together, teasing each other. It was easy to walk in and find them playing Checkers or
Parcheesi in the evening. When he was losing, Pop-Pop was prone to accidentally upset
the board. “Oh Carlton!” Mom-Mom would scold in the midst of his good-natured
laughter.
Theyhad joy–deep joy fromabiding faith – and those things characterized their home.

David Alan Harper Jr.
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coming year.” In October 1950, Mrs. O.B.
Blades reported the results of ongoing
discussions about the program: “(1)
Dispense with the games; (2) Have two or
three parties or celebrations annually; (3)
Invite 2 or 3 speakers to come to our
meetings; (4) Study someof thebooks taken
up at the Dover Summer Session; (5) Use
our religious magazines for our Circle
Meetings.” By the time Blades gave her
report,most of these ideas had already been
implemented. Taken as a whole, however,
they show how the priorities of the group
changed as its membership changed.

REMEMBERING CARLTON & ETTA DUKES

Bethesda’s WSCS worldview and purpose.
When the WSCS’s predecessor
organization, the Ladies’ Aid Society, was
founded in 1890, it was partially as a space
in which middle class women could
socialize.Over time, and especially after the
WSCS was formed, the social dimension
declined, although it did not go away. With
meetings structured to include a devotional,
business, and social program, there was
plenty of time to spend mingling, and even

after 1945 meetings would often conclude
with programs of singing, poetry readings,
and games. But changewas in the air, and in
early 1947, Mrs. Ed Butler suggested the
Society adopt “a different type of
program,” although she did not specify
what that should be, and the issue was
ultimately tabled. When it came up again, it
was with the suggestion to “substitute a
more educational and inspirational type
program for our Social Program during the

Top: Mrs. Bessie VandeVisser (1915-1982), in
a photo taken in Bethesda's Fellowship Hall in
September 1959. Bottom:Raymond (1904-1985)
and Elsie Todd Messick (1907-1973). Images
courtesy of Grace VandeVisser and Donna Lane,
respectively.
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But some things never change. Despite

the WSCS’ increasing interest in postwar
issues, the demandsof everydayPreston life
still required attention. Upkeep of the
parsonage – by now the church’s property
for sixty years – constantly occupied the
women’s time and resources. Across the
late 1940s, theSociety undertooknumerous
renovations, including papering, painting,
and plastering various rooms, and installing
bookshelves, windows, and doors. They
also bought a new “davenport” and chair,
kitchen table and four chairs (purchased
from Sears Roebuck for $55.91), gas stove,
refrigerator, and heating unit for the house
(Frank Patchett installed the latter at a cost
of about $500). Parsonage duties also
encompassedcaring for theminister andhis
family. Accordingly, the WSCS handled all
the receptions and donations for arriving,
returning, and departing ministers, and
provided them with food and other gifts at
Christmas and on other special occasions.
There were diverse and relentless church

responsibilities, too. If it had not been for
theWSCS, the church would not have been
able to function. The women handled visits
and sending cards to the sick and
housebound; in the late 1940s, they
undertook ten to twenty visits and sent
perhaps five cards a month. The group
supervised the cleaning of the church – and
often complained when an inadequate job
was done of it. In May 1950, they took
matters into their own hands and gave the
church “a good cleaning” and waxing – the
latter because it “would help appearance[s]
considerably.” Mrs. Harold Plummer lent
the group a waxer to do the job. TheWSCS
bought candles and flowers for Sunday
worship and new taborets for the
Sanctuary; they paid for the organ to be
repaired, and they handled the hiring
process for an organist; in 1949, they
bought fifty hymnals for the church. Rev. J.
Howard Link even asked the women to
oversee communion. The Society ran and
cultivated Bethesda’s nascent MYF,
hosting a district rally in April 1948. In
December 1949, when the Official Board

began planning to install a new roof and
build a new educational wing onto
Bethesda, then-Sunday School
Superintendent Raymond Messick “came
before the group . . . and asked that the
WSCS help with the project.” Few areas of
the church fell outside the women’s
purview. In the Spring of 1947, they even
attempted to install a bathroom in the
church basement, although the idea was
abandoned when estimates proved too
expensive. A church bathroomwould have
to wait until the next decade.
Despite its many duties, the WSCS

continued to engage in extensive charity
and missions work. For many years the
Society had donated $15.00 annually to the
conference for missions. The amount was
raised to $20.00 in 1949, and $30.00 in 1950.
Meanwhile, thewomen respondeddutifully
to numerous calls for assistance from every
level of the church, from the Methodist
YouthCampMattressFund in1948 ($12.50
– enough to buy a small mattress) to
deaconess work in Wilmington ($10.00 in
June 1950), to Overseas Relief. In 1948
alone, Bethesda’s WSCS collected some
forty pounds of clothing to be sent to war-
ravaged Europe.8 The Society was also
asked, and agreed, to help support Caroline
County’s effort to establish a health clinic in
Preston, although the project never came to
fruition. And all these causes – indeed, the
totality of the WSCS’s work – was
underwritten by the same fundraisers that
the grouphad employed for decades: selling
stationery and subscriptions; rummage and
bake sales; bazaars, exhibits, and shows; and
member dues.
In October 1950, Bethesda’s WSCS

celebrated its tenth anniversary with a
birthday party – one of the few parties
permitted in the Society’s newer, more
serious phase. Along with cake and a
question and answer session about the
WSCS led by Mrs. Maggie Harris, former
presidents from the preceding decade
reported on the group's accomplishments
during their tenures. Bethesda’s minister,
Rev. Henry Schauer, concluded the

program with “an interesting talk on the
Spirit of Giving.” At the November
meeting, the next month, Mrs. William H.
Collinsput aperiodon thecelebrationswith
a retrospective poem, “1940-1950” (see the
May 2015 issue), that highlighted four areas
where the Society had focused its efforts:
study, spiritual life, missions, and children’s
work. As Bethesda’s women entered the
1950s, it would be these areas that they
developed, in the process molding the
church in their own image. In the end, they
succeeded at ushering in a brave, newworld
– one that ensured the stability and
longevity of Bethesda for at least another
generation to come.

NOTES
1. Franklin D. Roosevelt, State of the
Union, January 11, 1944.

2. Eleanor Roosevelt, Address on Human
Rights, September 28, 1948.

3. Preston News, May 20, 1948.
4.OnPalestine, see PrestonNews, February
19, 1948; on Korea, see WSCS minutes,
November and December 1948.

5. A summary of the Hubbard-Davis
incident can be found in the Preston
News, September 28, 1944, 1, 5. The
report on the WSCS can be found in the
Preston News, February 27, 1947.

6. Preston News, May 20, 1948.
7. Wilmington Conference Journal (1945),
71.

8. Preston News, September 23, 1948.

ERRATUM & THANKS
In our April 2015 issue we ran a
picture of the Edward Moore

family. By accident the photo credit
was omitted: it appeared by kind
permission of Ed Moore. Thanking
Mr. Moore gives us a chance to
thank everyone who has lent

pictures or submitted memories to
illustrate and supplement our series
on Bethesda's women. Without
their support and generosity, these
articles would have been far less

complete. Thank you!
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