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The Fourteen Annual Peach Festival was a great success,
despite the fact that it was the same weekend as the County Fair
and the Threshermen’s Show. The food stations sold a little bit
less than last year, but the fresh peaches, bake table, and
barbecuedidverywell.We took in a little over $9,000 andcleared
half of that, after the expenses. There are so many people to
thank for making it all happen. What was amazing was the fact
that so many people brought family members to help, and we
could not have done it without them. New this year was face

painting and the dime toss and the kids really did enjoy that.
“Reminiscing” was back for their second year, and did a great job singing songs from the

1950s and 1960s. The various vendors
seemedhappywith their sales.The soft crab
sandwiches were a big hit, as was Troy
Brooks' barbecue chicken.
The Activities Committee thanks

everybody for their participation in this
year's festival. Everybody did something,
whether it was baking , working at a station,
helping with the many chores, setting up
and taking down, or many other jobs. The
festival is a big undertaking, but the church
hasmanagedonceagain toputona fantastic
event. It is something that people talk about
for a long time, and they always look
forward to each year.

Donna Lane

The Christian Education Commission
wishes to thank everyone who donated
glassware and helped with the dime pitch –
especially Griffin and Wilson Clough.
Additionally, the Commission thanks
Shannon and Deneen Rickwood, who lent
Bethesda the dime pitch table for the day,
and Derek and Brittainy Simmons, who
helped with set-up and did face painting,
respectively.

Eric Cheezum

See page 5 for images from the Peach Festival –Ed.
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It is once again time for those large yellow
vehicles to appear. I was careful not to call
them by name, because the very thought of
them is sufficient to cause my wife to cry. I
feel the same way each year following VBS,
knowing that clearly half of the children
have no church home.Whynot us? It is also
bittersweet to think of all the high school
seniors that will soon bemoving off to their
next challenge, and, although it is clear that
they are academically prepared for what
awaits them, I wonder if they are as
prepared for the life choices independent
living will offer. In one sense it is a natural
result of that preparation that results in their
departure, and in another sense it breaksmy
heart to see all that they are capable of and
know that we have failed to find ways to
incorporate their participation in worship
as a regular part of their admittedly busy
lives. Perhaps it is simply a case of following
in our footsteps, or just a sign of the times.
Regardless of how we choose to

rationalize it, the clear fact remains that
Christianity has no grandchildren. Each
generation stands alone with the same
opportunity to nurture the faith that they
were given in ways that are relevant and
compelling to the next generation and so
on. What is clear is that we must be
intentional about making our worship
practices include welcoming elements that
clearly indicate that this is a time of worship
that has made room for all generations. In
the formative days ofMethodism, they used
music from the pubs. Familiar tunes were
mated with new words, sometimes
scripture, to make worship come alive and
appeal to a more diverse demographic.
Manyof those samehymns still reside inour

Continued on Page 2

A Welcome luncheon for Rev. and Mrs.
Martin Wiley will be held on Sunday,
September 13, following church, in the
Fellowship Hall. The Women of Bethesda
are asking for people to bring a cold dish so
the ladies do not have to spend too much
time getting the food ready. This will be a
good time to meet the Wileys, if you have
not already done so.

Donna Lane

Bethesda's TGIT education program is
now being planned. It will begin on
Thursday, September 24 – so mark your
calendars. Since "many hands make light
work" we ask that you consider and pray
about just what you can do to help. These
are your opportunities for service:
• teachers
• crafts & sanctified scissors to helpmake
visuals
• kitchen and clean up help
• and, of course, prayer partners
Our next planning session is Thursday,

September 10, at 6:30 p.m. Please join us!
Nancy Seaman

WELCOME LUNCHEON

TGIT TO BEGIN SEPT. 24

PEACH FESTIVAL ROUND-UP
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PASTOR'S MESSAGE (cont.)

The Circle of Concern is reserved for members and friends of Bethesda
who are unable to make it to church on a regular basis due to being
homebound, out of town, in the hospital, in the Armed Forces, etc.
Contact addresses are provided, and we hope readers will consider
sending a card or note to individuals on the list. New names may
be added to the list by contacting Glenda Griffin via email at
griffin4325@yahoo.com, by post at 4325 Blink Horn Road,

Hurlock, MD 21643, or by phone at 443-521-2188. Please add only
the names of familymembers, and please ask their permission before submitting their names.
Submissions should include: Name, Postal Address, Reason for Absence (i.e., "in the
hospital," "in the military," etc., and Expected Duration of Absence.

MONTHLY BULLETIN

September 2, 1945 marks seventy years since
the U.S. victory over Japan in World War II.
In recognition of that fact, we reprint President
Harry Truman's victory address in full.

The thoughts andhopesof allAmerica
—indeed of all the civilized world—are
centered tonight on the battleship
Missouri. There on that small piece of
American soil anchored in Tokyo
Harbor the Japanese have just officially
laid down their arms. They have signed
terms of unconditional surrender.
Four years ago, the thoughts and fears

of the whole civilized world were
centered on another piece of American
soil—PearlHarbor.Themighty threat to
civilizationwhichbegan there is now laid
at rest. It was a long road toTokyo—and

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

Betty Hinnershitz
(410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.

Gloria Trice
(410-673-7339)
21850 Water St.

NURSING HOMES

The Pines
610 Dutchman's Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
Room 319B

OUT OF TOWN

John Legates
505 Academy St.

Cambridge, MD 21613
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hymnal. They remain rich traditional worship music that helps to bring the scriptures to life for generations of Christians seeking weekly
regeneration of the spirit and expression of gratitude to their Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. Worship must be offered from the heart,
it must be reflective of the culture, and most of all it must be offered with a spirit-filled expectation that God is not only present but up to
something divine in our midst. This is as true for Bethesda as it is for all churches.
TGIT offers just that kind of family friendly opportunity to share our Christian faith with our community in a way and at a time that is

accessible to busy households that want it all. This offering, like most, is not a "one and done" thing. It must thoughtfully evolve to meet
the needs of its constituency to remain relevant. Most of all it must offer something of intrinsic value to the family that is worthy of their
investment of precious "together time." Itmust clearly provide amore palpable return on investment to the family unit than the other secular
offerings competing in this time slot, and must be decidedly more appealing than "down time." To this end we must look at our investment
aswell.Of course there is a time investmentmadebyour leaders, but that giftmustbeoptimizedbyproviding adequate resources and support
that facilitate success. In short, the program must be too good to pass up for participants as well as volunteers. It is like jump starting a car
with a dead battery. If you have enough juice to get it started, it becomes self sufficient and capable, taking you where you need to go. You
can be sure that the Holy Spirit has enough juice to jump start our community. All that remains is for us to connect the jumper cables and
hang on. God is up to something big in Preston. Join us for the journey of a lifetime.

Pastor Marty

WEEKLY INCOME: AUGUST
Date
8/2
8/9
8/16
8/23
8/30

Attendance
53
41
44
45
45

Plate
$606.00
$1,059.00
$306.00
$406.00
$580.00

Envelopes
$545.00
$290.00
$865.00
$550.00
$570.00

Total
$1,151.00
$1,349.00
$1,171.00
$956.00
$1,150.00

Statistics

•Required Income According to Budget
(5 weeks @ $1,563 per week): $7,815

•Actual Income: $5,777.00
•Average Weekly Income: $1,271.03
•Average Attendance: 49
•Per Capita Income: $25.84

Continued on Page 7
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NEWS & NOTICES
NEW UNITED METHODIST HYMNAL ENDORSED
The following article is reprinted by permission from
the United Methodist Reporter, July 31,
2015. The original can be found at http://
unitedmethodistreporter.com/2015/07/31/
new-united-methodist-hymnal-endorsed.
The United Methodist Publishing House

and Discipleship Ministries (the General
Board of Discipleship) announce that their
respective boards have endorsed legislation
to be submitted to the 2016 General
Conference of The United Methodist
Church that, if approved, would begin the
process of developing a newofficial hymnal
and provide for ongoing revision of the
hymnal in the future. A new hymnal
collection would be offered to the 2020
General Conference for approval and be
available to congregations and
communities of faith upon final approval.
“The hymnal has been a vital tool in

carrying the theology of The United
Methodist Church for generations,” said
the Rev. Tim Bias, General Secretary of
Discipleship Ministries. “That function
remains important for a new, relevant, and
widely used version of The United
Methodist Hymnal.”
As proposed, this revision of The United

Methodist Hymnal would use the latest
digital technology to resource faith
communities and individuals who seek to

The Outreach/Missions Committee met
recently and these projects were approved.
The congregation can help by purchasing
items for the Samaritan's Purse Christmas
shoe boxes, which are due around the
middle of November. More information
will be available in the next few months on
the typesof itemsneeded.Outreachwill pay
the $7.00 shipping on each shoebox.
We will be collecting for the boys at the

Board of Child Care home again this year
for Christmas. Also, we will be collecting
items for the St. Martin's house, where they
provide shelter for homeless women and
children. This is an ongoing need and a list
will be out soon of the items they require.
We collected school supplies and they

were delivered to Preston School (see below –
Ed.)
Also, please keep in mind the ongoing

need of food for the food pantry. Canned
soups and canned meat (beef stew, Spam,
pastas) are always needed. Even though we
fill food baskets at Thanksgiving and
Christmas, there are needs all year long.
Many people are struggling now, and as a

church we need to be able to help them.
Donna Lane

OUTREACH NEWS
worship God in ways that transform lives
and change the world. “The proposal will
enableTheUnitedMethodistChurch touse
cloud technology to periodically curate a
very large collection of music and worship
resources in ways that can be customized to
meet the needs of different contexts,”
according to the Rev. Brian K. Milford,
Book Editor of The United Methodist
Church and Chief Content Officer of The
United Methodist Publishing House.
Part of the collection would be uniform

across all versions. Another part would
contain additional hymns, songs, and
worship resources that could be selected
based on the preferences of the
congregation or user. The official hymnal
collection requires General Conference
approval.
“This is a new way forward,” says

Milford. “We are excited about delivering
new formats in new ways that help
congregations engage their people in
vibrant worship.”
Discipleship Ministries will have primary

responsibility for the content of the new
resource through the Hymnal Revision
Committee, and The United Methodist
Publishing House will oversee the
development, production, and distribution
of the resource. This year's Homecoming Service will be

comprised of two events: a Hymn Sing on
Saturday, October 17, at 7 p.m., and our
regular worship service on October 18, at
10:15 a.m. Our special speaker for Sunday
worship will be Col. William H. Willis, Sr.,
who is a retired Air Force Chaplain and
Methodist minister from Louisiana. Col.
Willis is descended from theWillis family of
Preston and Friendship.
As part of preparations, we are looking

for nominations for this year's Bethesda
Volunteer Award. Submit nominations to
Eric Cheezum by October 1, at
BethesdaNewsletter@verizon.net.

At left: On August 30, Rev. Wiley and the
Cheezum girls (from left, Gillian, Violet, and
Susannah) bless school supplies that were donated
by the congregation.

HOMECOMING, OCT. 17-18
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F r i d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 5 ,  2 0 1 5  a t  6 : 0 0  P M  

S a t u r d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 6 ,  2 0 1 5  8 : 0 0 –  4 : 0 0  P M  

Where:&

Solitude&Farm&

7316&Solitude&Rd&St&Michaels,&21663&

Guest&Speaker:&Author&and&Speaker:&Kristen&E.&Vincent !

Topic:&Be&Still !

Take&Away:&prayer&beads !

Bay&Hundred&Churches:&

410M739M4363&

$35&per&ticket&until&Sept.&17&

$45&after&this&date&and&at&the&door&

Reduced&tickets&available&if &needed&

For&more&information&on&the&Author/&Speaker&visit &her&website:& &

http://www.prayerworksstudio.etsy.com&

&Please&Join&Us&for&Our&
4th&Annual&Bay&Hundred&

Christian&Women’s&
Retreat!&

!

NEWS & NOTICES
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THE FOURTEENTH ANNUAL PEACH FESTIVAL
FEATURES

Top left: barbecuing the chicken; top right:
Brittainy Simmons paints a face. Middle left: the
dessert crew; middle right: Sandy Bailey (left) and
Shirley Pryor man the bake table. Bottom left, from
left: Rev. Dr. Shirlyn Brown, Easton District
Superintendent, with Rev. Wiley and Guy Lowry;
bottom right: "Reminiscing" sings a song!
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CHURCH PICNIC

TheChurch picnicwas held on Sunday, August 23 in the church park. About forty people attended. Bill Bennett andBenBrannock grilled
thehot dogs andburgers.Wecouldnothave asked for abetter day.Therewas anicebreeze and everyone seemed to enjoy socializing.Thanks
to everybody that helped to set up and clean up.

Top left: everyone assembled in the churchyard for the picnic; top right: the Cloughs relax before the party. Middle photos: Caroline Wiley (leftmost photo), Nancy
Seaman (middle center), and (middle right) Shirley Bennett, left, and Wanda Prothero all smile for the camera. Bottom left: Jim and Barbara Sanders get ready
to eat. Bottom right: Isabel Brannock (left) and Donna Lane rest after another successful picnic. And a good time was had by all!

FEATURES
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a bloody one.We shall not forget Pearl Harbor. The Japanesemilitarists will not forget theU.S.S.Missouri. The evil done by the Japanese
war lords can never be repaired or forgotten. But their power to destroy and kill has been taken from them. Their armies and what is
left of their Navy are now impotent.
To all of us there comes first a sense of gratitude to Almighty God who sustained us and our Allies in the dark days of grave danger,

whomadeus to grow fromweakness into the strongest fighting force inhistory, andwhohasnowseenusovercome the forcesof tyranny
that sought to destroy His civilization. God grant that in our pride of the hour, we may not forget the hard tasks that are still before
us; that we may approach these with the same courage, zeal, and patience with which we faced the trials and problems of the past four
years.
Our first thoughts, of course—thoughts of gratefulness and deep obligation—go out to those of our loved ones who have been killed

ormaimed in this terriblewar.On land and sea and in the air, Americanmen andwomenhave given their lives so that this day of ultimate
victory might come and assure the survival of a civilized world. No victory can make good their loss. We think of those whom death
in this war has hurt, taking from them fathers, husbands, sons, brothers, and sisters whom they loved. No victory can bring back the
faces they longed to see. Only the knowledge that the victory, which these sacrifices have made possible, will be wisely used, can give
them any comfort. It is our responsibility—ours, the living—to see to it that this victory shall be a monument worthy of the dead who
died to win it. We think of all the millions of men and women in our armed forces and merchant marine all over the world who, after
years of sacrifice and hardship and peril, have been spared by Providence from harm.We think of all the men and women and children
who during these years have carried on at home, in lonesomeness and anxiety and fear. Our thoughts go out to themillions of American
workers and businessmen, to our farmers and miners—to all those who have built up this country's fighting strength, and who have
shipped to our Allies the means to resist and overcome the enemy. Our thoughts go out to our civil servants and to the thousands of
Americans who, at personal sacrifice, have come to serve in our Government during these trying years; to the members of the Selective
Service boards and ration boards; to the civilian defense and Red Cross workers; to the men and women in the USO and in the
entertainment world—to all those who have helped in this cooperative struggle to preserve liberty and decency in the world. We think
of our departed gallant leader, Franklin D. Roosevelt, defender of democracy, architect of world peace and cooperation. And our
thoughts go out to our gallant Allies in this war: to those who resisted the invaders; to those who were not strong enough to hold out,
but who, nevertheless, kept the fires of resistance alive within the souls of their people; to those who stood up against great odds and
held the line, until the United Nations together were able to supply the arms and the men with which to overcome the forces of evil.
This is a victory of more than arms alone. This is a victory of liberty over tyranny. From our war plants rolled the tanks and planes

which blasted their way to the heart of our enemies; from our shipyards sprang the ships which bridged all the oceans of the world for
our weapons and supplies; from our farms came the food and fiber for our armies and navies and for our Allies in all the corners of
the earth; from our mines and factories came the raw materials and the finished products which gave us the equipment to overcome
our enemies. But back of it all were the will and spirit and determination of a free people—who know what freedom is, and who know
that it is worth whatever price they had to pay to preserve it. It was the spirit of liberty which gave us our armed strength and which
made our men invincible in battle. We now know that that spirit of liberty, the freedom of the individual, and the personal dignity of
man, are the strongest and toughest and most enduring forces in all the world.
And so on V-J Day we take renewed faith and pride in our own way of life. We have had our day of rejoicing over this victory. We

have had our day of prayer and devotion. Now let us set aside V-J Day as one of renewed consecration to the principles which have
made us the strongest nation on earth andwhich, in this war, we have striven somightily to preserve. Those principles provide the faith,
the hope, and the opportunity which helpmen to improve themselves and their lot. Liberty does notmake all men perfect nor all society
secure. But it has provided more solid progress and happiness and decency for more people than any other philosophy of government
in history. And this day has shown again that it provides the greatest strength and the greatest power which man has ever reached.
We know that under it we can meet the hard problems of peace which have come upon us. A free people with free Allies, who can

develop an atomic bomb, can use the same skill and energy and determination to overcome all the difficulties ahead. Victory always has
its burdens and its responsibilities as well as its rejoicing. But we face the future and all its dangers with great confidence and great hope.
America canbuild for itself a futureof employment and security. Togetherwith theUnitedNations, it canbuild aworldof peace rounded
on justice, fair dealing, and tolerance. As President of the United States, I proclaim Sunday, September the second, 1945, to be V-J Day
—the day of formal surrender by Japan. It is not yet the day for the formal proclamation of the end of the war nor of the cessation of
hostilities. But it is a day which we Americans shall always remember as a day of retribution—as we remember that other day, the day
of infamy. From this day we move forward. We move toward a new era of security at home. With the other United Nations we move
toward a new and better world of cooperation, of peace and international good will and cooperation. God's help has brought us to this
day of victory. With His help we will attain that peace and prosperity for ourselves and all the world in the years ahead.

FEATURES
YARDSTICK FOR LIVING (cont.)
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