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Preston community.
Our special speaker for Sunday worship

this year is ColonelWilliamH. “Bill”Willis,
Sr. Col. Willis is a native of Shreveport,
Louisiana, and an ordained elder in full
connection who has served United
Methodist churches in the Louisiana
Annual Conference from 1982-2006. He is
also the Command Chaplain, Air Force

Reserve Command, at Robins Air
Force Base, Georgia.

Willis graduated with
a Bachelor of
Science in Science
Education from
N o r t h e a s t
L o u i s i a n a
Un i v e r s i t y
(now the
University of
Louisiana at
Monroe) in
1974. He
taught Physics
and Chemistry
for three years in
Shreveport LA,
before receiving a
Master of
Education in

Guidance Counseling, also from
Northeast, in 1978.Heobtained aMaster of
Theology degree from the Perkins School
of Theology at Southern Methodist
University in 1982. In addition to serving at
numerous Methodist churches across
Louisiana, Col. Willis also served extension
ministry appointments within the
Conference as the Chaplain/Director of
Pastoral Care at the Louisiana Methodist

For this year's Homecoming, Bethesda
will be celebrating the 230th anniversary of
the construction of Frazier's Chapel, and
the140th anniversaryof the constructionof
the present church building. There will be
two events: a hymn-sing scheduled for
Saturday night, October 17, at 7:00 p.m.,
and the annual Homecoming worship
service on Sunday, October 18, at 10:15
a.m.
As part of Sunday's

worship service,
Bethesda will
recognize church
members of
more than fifty
years, as well as
descendants
of the
b u i l d i n g
committee of
1875 who are
in attendance.
A number of
dignitaries will
also present
citations during the
service. Special
music will be
provided by the
Burnished Brass Quintet of Easton.
Immediately after the service concludes, we
will, weather permitting, take a group
picture of all present, on the front steps of
the church – this will be a great opportunity
to be part of an historic moment in the life
of the church and town. Finally, a covered
dish luncheon will follow the festivities, in
the FellowshipHall.We hope everyone can
join us for these events and celebrate
Bethesda's long legacy of service to the
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We have decided upon "Revival" as the
theme for our homecoming celebration.
Revival is a term that has been used as far
back as theOldTestamentbookof Jonah to
describe a sudden shift from malaise to
religious fervor on thepart ofGod's people.
Over the years the term has been used for
events intended to spark revival, ranging
from travelling evangelists in tents to
massive events housed in huge stadiums
and arenas. There are ongoing regional
revivals in locations such as Toronto and
Brownsville that have drawn the curious
and the faithful from all over the world.
There they can experience first hand the
miraculous works of the Holy Spirit to heal
their bodies and renew their passion to
serve through a life of faithful obedience to
God's leading and call upon their lives. The
last recognized North American mass
revival was in 1905.
The prevailing Biblical definition of

revival comes from 2 Chronicles 7:14. "If
my people, who are called by my name, will
humble themselves and pray and seek my
face and turn from their wicked ways, then
will I hear fromheavenandwill forgive their
sin and will heal their land." C.E. Autrey
wrote that "Revival is a reanimatingof those
who already possess life....It revives
spiritual life which is in a state of
declension."
Hosea, the Old Testament prophet said

that revival consists of "breaking up fallow
ground" that once had been tilled and was
mellow and suitable for growing an
abundant harvest but now is hardened and
overgrown with weeds and all sorts of
vegetation, none of which pleases or is
useful to the farmer. (Hosea 10:12)

Continued on Page 2

2015 HOMECOMING CELEBRATION, OCTOBER 17-18

Continued on Page 3
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PASTOR'S MESSAGE (cont.)The Circle of Concern is reserved for members and friends of Bethesda
who are unable to make it to church on a regular basis due to being
homebound, out of town, in the hospital, in the Armed Forces, etc.
Contact addresses are provided, and we hope readers will consider
sending a card or note to individuals on the list. New names may
be added to the list by contacting Glenda Griffin via email at
griffin4325@yahoo.com, by post at 4325 Blink Horn Road,

Hurlock, MD 21643, or by phone at 443-521-2188. Please add only
the names of familymembers, and please ask their permission before submitting their names.
Submissions should include: Name, Postal Address, Reason for Absence (i.e., "in the
hospital," "in the military," etc., and Expected Duration of Absence.

MONTHLY BULLETIN

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round them;
there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal,
can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘OLordGod, you know.’ Then he said tome, ‘Prophesy
to thesebones, and say to them:Odrybones, hear thewordof theLord.Thus says theLord

God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone
to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath
in them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the
four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them,
and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are

cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the LordGod: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from
your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves,
and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil;
then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

Betty Hinnershitz
(410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.

Gloria Trice
(410-673-7339)
21850 Water St.

NURSING HOMES

The Pines
610 Dutchman's Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
Room 319B

OUT OF TOWN

John Legates
505 Academy St.

Cambridge, MD 21613
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When evil and wickedness seem to grow
like weeds on the landscape, God has often
graciously given his people, the first signal
of revival fires, a deep yearning for relief
that knows no other language than the call
for deliverance. It is a repeating theme in the
Old Testament that we witness in
contemporary times aswell. OurMethodist
traditions of campmeetings recognized the
need to periodically leave the familiar
comforts of the sanctuary for a fresh
perspective. That perspective might bring
about a profound spiritual awakening of the
magnitudenecessary for us to recognizeour
peril, humble ourselves, pray, seek God's
face, turn from our wicked ways, and stand
upon the promises of 2 Chronicles 7:14
such that God might hear from heaven,
forgive our sin, and heal our land. Revival is
a promisedGodly remedy for such a time as
ours.

Pastor Marty

WEEKLY INCOME: SEPTEMBER 2015
Date

9/6

9/13

9/20

9/27

Attendance

45

58

47

41

Plate

$811.49

$553.00

$279.00

$300.00

Envelopes

$675.00

$840.00

$495.00

$605.00

Total

$1,486.49

$1,393.00

$774.00

$905.00

Statistics

•Required Income According to Budget
(4 weeks @ $1563 per week): $6,252.00

•Actual Income: $4,558.49
•Average Weekly Income: $1,257.55
•Average Attendance: 49
•Per Capita Income: $25.65

Ezekiel 37: 1-14
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NEWS & NOTICES

Children’s Home in Ruston(1989-1994),
and as the Campus Minister at Northeast
Campus Ministry at the University of
Louisiana at Monroe (1997-2000).
Col. Willis' military career began in July

1987 with a direct commission as a first
lieutenant. He has served in four major
ready reserve chaplain programs as an
Individual Mobilization Augmentee
(category B) through the Air Reserve
Personnel Center, as a unit chaplain
through the Air Force Reserve Command
(category A), as a unit chaplain in the
Louisiana Air National Guard, and as an
Active Guard Reserve (AGR) chaplain on
extended active duty. His call sign “SkyCo-
Pilot” was given to him by members of the
93rd Bomb Squadron during their
deployment to Guam in 2005 and later
shortened to "Sky." His final two
assignments were full time active duty and
extension ministry appointments outside
the Conference as the Deputy Command
Chaplain, Headquarters AFRC/HC at
Robins AFB GA(2006-2010) and as the
CommandChaplain,HeadquartersAFRC/
HC at Robins AFB GA(2010-2013).
Col.Willismarried hiswife, Judy, in 1978,

and they have four children and four
grandchildren. They also welcomed four
foster children into their home over the

Hunger is no picnic – can you contribute
to Bethesda's Food Pantry?
The food pantry collection basket is

downstairs. Please consider purchasing
extras when you are shopping to donate to
this project. Things that are needed are
canned soups, Spam, beef stew, canned
pasta, tuna fish, and other types of canned
goods and items that are easy toprepare.We
have the food pantry available now, and at
Thanksgiving and Christmas we will be
donating food boxes to Preston School.
Please help with this worthwhile project

as we need to help others.
–––

Excerpt from "Giving Is Great. Giving
Smart Is Better," Reprinted from The
Reader's Digest, November 2014.

1) Don't Give Outlandish Things.
2) DoGiveNo-Cook Foods like: granola

bars, crackers, Spam, tuna, peanut butter,
dry milk.
3) Leave Food In The Original

Packaging.
4) Think Simple like: a boxed cake mix

that says "just add water," instant coffee,
Bisquik.
5) Label Special Dietary Needs. Label

gluten-free and allergen-free foods in large
print.
6) Make It Easy To Open. Aseptic or

sterile packaging and pouches are better
than traditional cans. Avoid glass jars they
break too easily.
7)AskWhat IsNeeded.The foodbankor

pantry may want non-food items like: soap,
toilet paper, tampons & pads, diapers, and
pet food. These cannot be purchased with
food stamps.
8) Check Your Grocery Store. Many

stores work with local pantries to assemble
bags of food you can buy and donate for
$5-10.
9)BeNice.Try to include at least one item

you'd choose as a treat for your kids.
10) Consider donating cash.

Col. William H. "Bill" Willis

FOOD PANTRY APPEALHOMECOMING CELEBRATION, OCTOBER 17-18 (cont.)

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE
Join Immanuel Lutheran Church for its

next Contemporary Worship service on
Saturday, October 10th at 5:00 p.m. in the
fellowship hall. The service's purpose is to
reach out to those who are currently not
regularly attending a worship service, by
providing an alternative to traditional
Sunday worship – in date, time, and style of
worship.

SPAGHETTI DINNER
Immanuel Lutheran Church will host a

Spaghetti Fundraiser Dinner on Friday,
October 30, 2015, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Dinner will include: spaghetti, salad, bread,
brownie, and tea. Dine In / Carry Out —
$8.00. Delivery is available. Tickets are
available for purchase by calling the church
office at 410-673-7107. Tickets will also be
available for purchase at the door.

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN NEWS

years and three are now married with
children. Bill retired effective August 1,
2013withover twenty-six years of service in
the Air Force Reserve and over thirty-three
years of service under appointment in the
Louisiana Conference. After retiring he
served for nine months as the Interim
Pastor of First UMC in Winnfield, LA in
2013-2014.
Having Col. Willis in Bethesda's pulpit

will be a truehomecoming fit for this special
occasion, as he is the great-grandson of Dr.
Henry Fisher Willis, who was one of
Preston's most prominent citizens, and a
main benefactor at Bethesda until his death
in 1890. Dr. Willis also sat on the Building
Committee that erected Bethesda's present
church structure in 1875.
In keeping with the spirit of Saturday's

hymn sing, and in honor of the high hopes
our forefathers had in establishing and re-
establishing Bethesda across the last 230
years, this year's theme is "Revival." We
hope everyone can attend these important
services andpartiticpate in anewrevival, for
2015 and beyond.
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NEWS & NOTICES

Cynthia Ann Fellers Evey, lovingly known to all as Cindy, of Preston, MD, passed away
Thursday, September 17, 2015 at home in Preston.
Born January 6, 1959 in Denver, CO, she was the daughter of the late Betty Dillow Fellers

and Donald Fellers Sr.
She was a graduate of Thomas Johnson High School in 1977 and Hood College, Frederick,

MD in 1983 with a Bachelor’s degree in Recreation Parks and Tourism Administration. Cindy
was recognizedwith accommodations inher fielduponcompletionofherdegree requirements.
Upon graduation, shewas employed as a Recreation Supervisor at Caroline County Recreation
and Parks for 16 years. She represented the children of Caroline County on the Congressional
Committee forChildren’s Rights, withKathleenKennedyTownsend, LieutenantGovernor of
Maryland.
Cindy is survived by her husband, Thomas Stephen Evey, whom she married on September

8, 1990. The happy couple recently celebrated 25 years of marriage. Although Cindy and Tom
did not have any children of their own, she shared her love and joywith her niece and nephews.
Her impact on them and those around her will forever be remembered.
Other loving family members include a brother, Donald Fellers Jr. and wife Wanda of

Florida; sister, Teresa Fellers Shelton and husband Gary of Texas; nephew, David Shelton of
Texas; nephew, Andrew Shelton and wife Amanda of Texas; nephew, Jason Fellers and wife
Shelly of California; nephew, Adam Fellers and wife Alyson of North Carolina; and niece,
Mandy Fellers Hinton and husband Rusty of North Carolina.
Shewas also survived bymany great-nieces, great-nephews andother extended family. Cindy

leaves behind a host of friends including John Deater, Gaylee Shelton, Wendy Smith, and
Arthur and Julie Pechin who were dear, lifelong friends.
Cindy took great pride in her care of her rescued cats, and lovingly referred to herself as the “Mother of Many Cats.”
Cindy was preceded in death by her father, Donald Fellers Sr. and mother, Betty Dillow Fellers.
A memorial service was held on Saturday, September 26 at Bethesda United Methodist Church, Preston, MD. Donations may be sent

to The Preston Volunteer Fire Department, P.O. Box 44, Preston, MD 21655 or The Bethesda United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 147,
Preston, MD 21655. To share memories with the family, please visit www.framptom.com.

IN MEMORIAM: CINDY EVEY

Outreach/Missions continues to
help St. Martin's House, in Ridgely.
If you can provide any of the items in
the following list, please give them to
DebbieWeems orDonnaLane. Our
support for St.Martins in ongoing, so
donations may be made at any time.

Items Needed
Paper Towels
Toilet paper

Cleaning Supplies
Feminine Hygiene Products
Band-Aids
Digital Thermometers
Adult Tylenol/ Ibuprofen
Children’s Tylenol/ Ibuprofen
Neosporin
Pillows
Towels/ bathroom sets (wash
cloths, hand and bath towels)

Twin/ Full sheet sets

Window blinds
Window curtains
Curtain rods
Toiletries (hypoallergenic body
wash, shampoo, moisturizer,
wipes, toothpaste, dental
floss)

Disposable diapers in all sizes,
especially sizes 4 and 5

Gently used bikes (children’s 2-
wheelers) and bike helmets

Umbrellas
Radio alarm clocks
Wal-Mart or Food Lion gift
cards

Housewares (dishes, flatware)
Outdoor furnishings
School supply items
(notebooks, pencils, ruled
paper, crayons, glue sticks,
hand sanitizer, backpacks,
etc.)

ST. MARTIN'S MINISTRIES DONATIONS
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O n c e
again we
are filling
shoe boxes
w i t h
s c h o o l
supp l i e s ,
t o y s ,
h y g i e n e
i t e m s ,

socks, and whatever will fit in the boxes
according to the Operation Christmas Child
brochures provided by Samaritan’s Purse
(see list in inset). The boxes need to be in
church no later than November 15 so that
they can be blessed and delivered to the
collectioncenterwhere theywill bepickedup
and distributed to boys and girls all over the
world. This is an awesome ministry that
shows Jesus’s love through a simple gift.
Some of these children have never gotten a
gift in their lives and to provide one to show
Christ’s love is a great opportunity to
minister to these children as well. So, please
fill several if possible and help fulfill the
command of Jesus to show love to our
neighbors and present the Gospel to every
creature.

Debbie Weems

GIFT SUGGESTIONS
•TOYS: Include items that children will
immediately embrace such as dolls, toy
cars, stuffed animals, kazoos,
harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, balls,
toys that light up and make noise (with
extra batteries), etc.
•SCHOOLSUPPLIES: pens, pencils and
sharpeners, crayons, markers,
notebooks, paper, solar calculators,
coloring and picture books, etc.
•NON-LIQUID HYGIENE ITEMS:
toothbrushes, bar soap, combs,
washcloths, etc.
•ACCESSORIES: t-shirts, socks, hats,
sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches,
flashlights (with extra batteries), etc.
•A PERSONAL NOTE: You may
enclose a note to the child and a photo of
yourself or your family. If you include
your name and address, the childmay be
able to write back.
•DONOTINCLUDE:Usedordamaged
items; war-related items such as toy
guns, knives or military figures;
chocolate or food; out-of-date candy;
liquids or lotions; medications or
vitamins; breakable items such as snow
globes or glass containers; aerosol cans.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES

T.G.I.T. PRAYER PARTNERS

As we embark on a new semester, please pray:

* That God sends those who need to hear and study His Word.

* For more volunteers to help in the classrooms.

* For health and strength for each volunteer.

* That each volunteer shows God’s love with both patience & kindness.

* That teachers have the necessary time to prepare their lessons.

* That teachers and assistant teachers seek God’s help and wisdom.

* That teachers and asst. teachers be filled with the Holy Spirit’s power.

* That we all come to know our Heavenly Father even better.

* That there will be those who believe and receive the Gift of Salvation.

TGIT CALENDAR – OCTOBER 2015

DATE STUDY TOPIC
Oct. 1 Ezra – The Return Home
Oct. 8 Esther – Queen of Beauty

& Courage
Oct. 15 Nehemiah – Rebuilding the

the Walls
Oct. 22 Jesus – The Birth of the

King
Oct. 29 NO SESSION – CHARGE

CONFERENCE

TGIT CORNER

The 14th Annual Peach Festival report is
in and it yielded slightlymoreprofit than last
year. We did compete with the Caroline
County Fair and the Threshermen's Day,
but it was still a good fundraiser for us. The
total deposit was $9,144.85 and expenses
were $4,463.63. The profit was $4,681.22
and Missions/Outreach received $455.40
and the church received $4,225.82 to be
used for future churchprojects. It takes a lot
of work, but with everybody helping in
some way, it turns out to be a nice event for
the church.

Donna Lane

PEACH FESTIVAL REPORT

The Women of Bethesda will be putting
on the luncheon after Homecoming on
October 18 and theywill need your help.Of
course, it will be a covered dish, so please
sign up to bring something. Please see
DonnaLane if youwill be able to help in the
kitchen that day.

W.O.B. REQUEST

NEWS & NOTICES
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The 1950s were one of the apogees for
American Christianity and Protestantism.
Indeed, religion was everywhere in the
United States during the decade. With the
U.S. locked in a cold war with putatively
atheistic communism, Americans flocked
to church, and Gallup polls during the
decade recorded that over 70% of
Americans identified as Protestants.
Famously, in 1952 President-Elect Dwight
Eisenhower remarked that “our form of
government has no sense unless it is
founded in a deeply-felt religious faith, and
I don't carewhat it is,” and on June 14, 1954
the words “under God” were added by
Congress to the Pledge of Allegiance.
Eisenhower, one of the sponsors of the
change to the pledge, remarked that "From
this day forward, the millions of our school
childrenwill daily proclaim in every city and
town, every village and rural school house,
the dedication of our nation and our people
to the Almighty.... In this way we are
reaffirming the transcendence of religious
faith inAmerica's heritage and future; in this

FEATURES
WOMEN OF BETHESDA: GOOD PLANNING, GOOD CHANNELING, & GOOD SPIRIT, 1951-1956

way we shall constantly strengthen those
spiritual weapons which forever will be our
country's most powerful resource, in peace
or in war.” Such was the language of what
historians call "civil religion" in the United
States – a consensus that acknowledgement
of a higher power was essential in public
affairs, and that that higher power was
loosely related to the Judeo-Christian
tradition. In an era of conformity like the
1950s, piety connoted security.
In keeping with the spirit of the times,

Bethesda’s WSCS reached heights of
stability and productivity that members in
earlier eras could scarcely have imagined.
Attendance was routinely high at both
general and circle meetings, and the circles
even engaged in a friendly competition to
see which group would have the best
attendance each year (the losing circle
served the winners, at first, dessert, and
then, later, a supper at the first general
meeting of the year each June).
The relentless fundraising continued, and

was enormously successful, swelling the
WSCS’ treasury and underwriting its
expanded efforts during the decade. As
usual, the women served meals to
community groups like theMasons, hosted
bazaars and bakes, and organized rummage
sales. In the 1950s, they added sales of
women's hosiery and homemade candy to
their standard repertoire. The Society
became incredibly industrious and strategic
with their fundraising when it could lead to
extra benefits. For instance, although the
WSCS had always sold subscriptions to the
Preston News (by the 1950s, the News and
Farmer) to raise money, in the 1950s they
redoubled their efforts and on two
occasions won cash prizes from the
publisher as a result. In March 1953 the
Society mounted a campaign to sell forty-
eight bottles of vanilla extract “in order to
win a 60 cup coffee dripolater [sic].” The
appliance was a miraculous, labor-saving
device for the women, and certainly worthy
of their concentrated efforts. When it was
unveiled to the Society the next month,
Secretary Cornelia Plummer swooned.

“The lovely 60 cup dripolator was then
displayed," she sighed. "It will be ourswhen
we have sold all the flavorings.” Although
the women were still selling vanilla in
November, evidently they won the
machine, as the Twentieth Century Club
borrowed it for a dinner at the end of the
year.
Thewomen’s success can be attributed at

least partially to an increasingly efficient
organization. Since the founding of the
national WSCS in the 1940s, the Methodist
Church had sought to build a structure
capable of harnessing grassroots women’s
activism and directing it toward larger,
more central goals. By the mid 1950s this
objective had been accomplished, with the
national WSCS effectively directing local
chapters through its literature and
conference-level workshops. As noted in
the last installment, Bethesda’s women
participated enthusiastically in this system
after World War II, and in the early 1950s
their commitment only increased. In
addition to sending the group’s leadership
to classes inDover every summer,Bethesda
often hosted dignitaries at its meetings. In
October 1952, for instance, Mrs. A.J.
Jackson, of Salisbury, then the president of
the conference-level WSCS, delivered “a
very interesting talk on the quadrennial
goals of theWSCS for 1952-1956. These, as
outlined by Mrs. Jackson were ‘Spiritual
Growth,’ ‘Widening Fellowship,’ ‘A world
church,’ ‘Peace,’ and ‘Missions,’ with the
central emphasis on ‘Discipleship.’”
Jackson also enumerated a series of
“‘Stepping Stones to a fine Woman’s
Society of Christian Service in the local
Church.’ ‘These,’ said Mrs. Jackson are

Presidents, 1951-1956
1951-1954

Mrs. Howard Harris
1954-1955

Mrs. Elva Butler
1955-1956

Mrs. Perry Voshell

Mrs. Jane Lednum (1916-2005) joined
Bethesda's WSCS in September 1953. She

served as secretary for the Society during the latter
two years covered by this article. Unlike many of
her predecessors' minutes, Lednum kept relatively
detailed meeting records. These were occasionally
peppered with delightfully wry observations, such
as this one, from April 1955: “The meeting
adjourned and we straggled home on a spring,
foggy nite.” (Image courtesy of Sarah Shockley.)
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‘Good Planning,’ ‘Good Channeling of
Information,’ and ‘Good Spirit.’” It is hard to
imagine a set of qualities that better define
Bethesda’s women and their work in this
period.
The stability of Preston’s Society depended

as much on internal factors as it did on
external structure. In the first place, the three
presidentswhose tenures took in the first half
of the 1950s –Mrs.HowardHarris,Mrs.Elva
Butler, and Mrs. Perry Voshell – had all
previously held offices in the Society, and
both Harris and Voshell had been former
presidents. Under their leadership, and
especially during Butler's term, the Society
perfected an already incredibly efficient
business model. One area of focus was
finance. With the Society’s income and
expenses both blossoming in this period,
stronger management was urgent. In
September 1954Mrs. Elva Butler established
a Finance Committee to develop a
“reasonable budget,” and that document was
adopted in January 1955.
General meetings were also reorganized,

becoming more streamlined, businesslike,
and focused. In September 1954, the
longstanding meeting procedure – worship,
business, program – was reversed in order to
emphasize the worship component, which
segment was also retooled so that each
installment had a theme and title. Overall, the
meetings were integrated more fully, so that
each session contributed to a much larger
corpus of work and thought that unified
Bethesda’s women with each other, and, in
turn, with the larger world of WSCS activism
and philosophy. Finally, the circles also
underwent changes. In 1954, Circle #1
became the “Frazier Circle,” and Circle #2
became the “Bethesda Circle.” The new
names were not merely cosmetic. When the
circles were established in the early 1940s,
they were designed as smaller adjuncts to the
main group, to make work and meetings
more manageable. A decade later they had
developed their own identities – hence the
attendance competitions – with different
agendas and different solutions to problems
facing the church. The general meeting had

W.S.C.S. News of Bethesda Church (Reprinted from the Bethesda Beacon, Sept. 1952)
TheWoman's Society of Christian Service is happy to report of a few things, whichwe

have done since the beginning of our Conference year. First of all, we elected the
following officers: President - Mrs. Howard Harris; Vice President - Mrs. Thomas L.
Trice III; Secretary - Mrs. Harold Plummer; Treasurer - Mrs. Perry Voshell; Chairman
of Supplies and Correspondence - Miss Inez Noble; Chairman of Membership - Miss
Edith Noble; Chairman of Fellowship - Mrs. Lee Noble; Chairman of Publicity - Mrs.
LloydCannon;ChairmanofDecorating -Mrs. LandonWalston;ChairmanofChildren's
Work -Mrs.PerryVoshell; andChairmanofChristianSocialRelations andLocalChurch
Activities - Mrs. T.L. Trice, Jr.; Secretary of Spiritual Life - Mrs. W.E. Bonner.
Circle Leaders of Group 1 are Mrs. E.R. Butler and Mrs. Perry Voshell.
Circle Leaders of Group 2 are Mrs. Lloyd Brodes and Mrs. Chas. Preston.
On Thursday evening June 5th we welcomed our new minister and his family with a

reception held in the Sunday School room. Under the leadership ofMr. Charles Preston
we all enjoyed a song fest--something we need to do more often. Music has the charm
and power of bringing all peoples together. With plenty of punch and home made
cookies on hand the evening soon passed.
During the past winter the Society entertained the thought of its members going on

a picnic to the Peninsula CampnearCentreville. As the time drewnearwe thought it nice
tomake it churchwide and have families with their children attend.On Sunday, June 8th
we all enjoyed doing just this. The camp gave us the privilege of using the dining room,
which overlooks the water. Later we held Vespers in the outdoor chapel just before
sundown. This affair was successful enough to repeat again, so if along about next May,
our minister should make an announcement of a church picnic to the church camp we
hope that every one will plan to go. It is a nice outing for a Sunday afternoon.
On July 14-18th Mrs. Howard Harris and Mrs. H.C. Jeffers attended the School of

Missions and Christian Service of Peninsula Conference of the Woman's Society of
Christian Service, inWesley Junior College atDover,Delaware. The themeof the school
was "ProclaimTheGoodNews" so "That TheKingdomofGodMayBeRealized." The
ApprovedStudies of the schoolwere "Africa" byMrs.RalphE.Dodge; "HomeMissions
andHumanRights" byMrs. J. Edward Snyder; and "Preface to Bible Study" byDr. John
N. Link. Each day there wereWorkshops and Clinics on the different offices and duties
of the Woman's Society Work. Each night an interesting program was presented.
Wednesday Night we were privileged to hear a Recital by Mr. Philip J. Cartwright, Bass-
Baritone, distinguished soloist of concert and oratorio. Thursday Night there was a
Commencement which was something new in the school this year. It is indeed an
inspiring experience to attend this school, and we hope next year more of our ladies will
plan to attend.
WhileMr. Jeffers andhis familywere awayon their vacation this summer, theWoman's

Society didquite a jobof renovating theparsonage.Acoat of paint andpaper in theupper
and lower halls and living room is just one of the most noticeable things we did. The
bathroom looks almost new.Togetherwith somenew light fixtures, newwindow shades
and a few repairing jobs our parsonage has been made more comfortable and cheerful.
An open house date is being talked about so that all our members and church members
can see just where some of our dollars are being spent.
Our rummage sale is going along very nicely, with Mrs. Florence Dean in charge.

Anyone having any discarded clothes, shoes, curtains, rugs or dishes, please bring them
in toMrs.Dean and she shall surely sell them. This is awonderful project for our Society.

Mrs. Howard Harris, President
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become merely another tier in the WSCS hierarchy: it guided the group’s overall efforts, to
be sure, but was no longer where the real work was being done.
The Society’s goals stayed much the same as they had been since the end of World War

II. The state of the postwar world, and the church’s role in that world, remained a major
theme for the women. In January 1954, “The Life and Task of the Church Around the
World” was a general meeting topic, and the women regularly discussed global issues. They
also remained fascinated by the United Nations. In October 1953, the Society held a
“birthday party” for the organization, complete with special speaker, costumes, singing,
specially decorated cake, and ice cream.
Interest inworld affairs dovetailedwith a heightened focus onmissions, both at home and

abroad. The group’s yearly missions pledge, which had grown to $30 by the end of the
previous decade, was continuously increased in the early 1950s. In 1951 and 1952, the
Society pledged $40. In 1953, that amountwas doubled, and in January 1955 the newbudget
the women adopted set the annual donation for the next year (1955-1956) at $150 – about
17% of the group’s total proposed expenditures. There were other, incidental donations as
well: money and food for the Deaconess Home in Wilmington; contributions to Wesley
College; collections taken for the State Hospital; and, more locally, donations to the fire
company and toBethesda’s ownOfficial Board to helpwith apportionments. InApril 1952,
at the height of the Korean War the Society even called for “blood donors to contribute
blood for the wounded in the armed services.”
Missions was, however, about much more than mere dollars. It was the raison d’etre of the

WSCS – the purpose for which the organization existed, to be sure, but also the intellectual
prism through which Methodist women were trained to perceive the world and its needs.
Bethesda’s women gladly took up the cause. At general meetings, the women studied the
challenges and accomplishments of missionary work around the world, and debated how
to make a similar impact in their own community. In April 1952, for instance, Elva Butler
presented a program onmissionary work that included the following subjects: “(1) Healing
the Sick (2) Providing Christian Homes (3) Training Christian Leaders (4) Christian
Communities.”Other programs examinedmissionarywork inAfrica (1953), LatinAmerica
(1954), India (1955), and Asia (1956).
The group’s examination of missions in India offers insight into the incredibly thorough

studies the national WSCS encouraged its members to undertake, as well as some of the
prejudices built into those studies. The devotional segment and program for the February
1955generalmeetingweredevotedentirely to Indianmissions.Mrs.ThomasTrice IIIbegan
with a devotional entitled “New Ventures on Old Roads,” which surveyed “the

New WSCS members for a new decade,
clockwise from top left: Mildred Coulbourne
(1919-2005), Mary Mae Evey (1929-1981),
Eugenia Schmick (1911-1983), Queenie
Lomax (1928-2014), and Frances Lord.
Images courtesy of Sandy Bailey, Tom Evey,
Robin Caudell, Kari Farnell, and Buster Lord.



9THE BETHESDA BUGLE OCTOBER 2015

FEATURES
WOMEN OF BETHESDA: GOOD PLANNING, GOOD CHANNELING, & GOOD SPIRIT, 1951-1956
missionaries’ work, requirements, and
experiences of their hazardous life among
the natives.” Mrs. Butler and Mrs. Jeffers
then presented a skit, “Introducing India,”
that “afforded us much information on the
geography, history, [and] backgroundof the
people there, and the strong need for
workers in the mission field to overcome
the terror of Communism. The exhibition
of Indian crafts and handwork and pictures
of the flags of Pakistan, India, and Ceylon
were most interesting.” In March the
“introduction” continued with a
presentation on Indian leaders Ghandi and
Nehru byMrs. Lloyd Brodes andMrs. O.B.
Blades, respectively. “After listening to
Mrs. Brodes’ portrayal of Gandhi’s
childhood, marital life, education, business
career, and sufferings to help his
fellowmen,” the minutes report, “we all
agree he was a mighty personality for such
a little man. Indeed Gandhi gave India a
national morality.” The response to Blades’
“vivid” report on Nehru was less effusive,
but left the group feeling “better
acquainted” with him, and gave them “a
better understanding of this great Indian
leader and his place in world affairs.” The
final unit on India covered “Moslem,
Hindu, and Budhist [sic] festivals,” and
ended with Indian-themed refreshments.
“It was an evening of fellowship – ‘Song of
India’ played early in the evening
impressively set the atmosphere for the
programs. We hope to retain a lot about
India, her leaders, customs, and her
religion,” secretary Jane Lednum later
concluded.
Studies on Latin America brought

internationalmissionswork closer tohome.
In March 1954 Mrs. Howard Harris
lectured the Society on “Mexican and
Puerto Rican natives who have gained
entrance to the United States and whose
problems have become the concern of our
missionary personnel.” Harris’
presentation derived from a class she had
taken during the 1953 summer workshop,
which was, in turn, based on a book,Within
These Borders: Spanish-Speaking Peoples in the

U.S.A. (1953), by John R. Scotford. The
subject resonated with the Society: for
several years the group had debated how to
help improve the conditions of migrant
workers around Preston. In 1952, the
Society had sent supplies to one of the local
labor camps, but the need among migrants
was ever-present and difficult to meet.
The Society continued to manage the

parsonage, with its seemingly perpetual
renovations and improvements, and the
general maintenance and beautification of
the church building. The early 1950s saw
many renovations at the church, and the
women were integral to the decision-
making about those changes. In late 1951,
for instance, the question arose of whether
thedilapidatedEsteypipeorgan, installed in
1917, should be repaired or replaced. The
WSCS appointed a committee to make a
recommendation on the subject, and the
group decided to buy a new electric organ.
The women gave $1,000 towards the
purchase. Likewise, in early 1955, when
formal discussions began concerning the
construction of the Fellowship Hall wing,
theWSCSwas asked to offer suggestions to
the architect, and members were
encouraged to “push the New Building
Project.” The Society also contributed $500

to the building fund inMay of that year, and
offered to help with fundraising.
The women also cultivated spiritual

building projects. Although the Sunday
School was a separate organization, the
WSCS supported it wherever possible, and
also helped run Bethesda’s chapter of the
Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF). The
MYF had been growing in strength since
the previous decade, but it was in the 1950s
that it really took off, and became a strong
program in its own right. The Society gave
the MYF guidance and helped the youth
raise funds, laying the groundwork for a
program that became extraordinarily
successful, and fondly remembered, in the
next decade.
The Society also encouraged itsmembers

to explore their identity as Christian
women, and as friends. In March 1952, the
group hosted a “Mother-Daughter”
meeting, with fifteen daughters and visitors
present.March 1955’s devotional was “The
YoungWomanMoves to theCity,” a theme
that ”made us realize our responsibility to
our neighbors.” Other topics across the
next year included “Women and the
Church Through the Centuries” and
“Women’s Discipleship.” Here was that
“widening fellowship” the national WSCS

Left: one of the Frazier Circle name tags,
complete with original pin, saved from the

WSCS' fifteenth anniversary party. Above: the
logo of the WSCS.



10THE BETHESDA BUGLE OCTOBER 2015

FLASHBACK: NEWSPAPER ARTICLE REPRINTS

FEATURES
WOMEN OF BETHESDA
hoped to encourage at the local level: in
earlier, more staid eras friendship among
Methodist women had been a by-product
of Christian work. Now it was understood
to be a goal of that work. As Secretary Jane
Lednum summed it up after the Christmas
party in 1954,“thus ended another year of
WSCS Friendship.”
InSeptember1955, theWSCSdevoted its

monthly program to celebrating the
Society’s fifteenth anniversary. The
program explained the elements of the
WSCS logo and the purpose of the Society;
one of Mrs. Lillian Collins’ poems was read
(sadly, it seems to be lost); and a ceremony
took place in which the tenure of each
president since 1940 was represented with
the lighting of a candle. The obligatory cake
and punch followed. The women had
always taken great care to mark their
anniversaries over the years, but in 1955
they seem to have been more than usually
conscious of their history. Naming the
circles the previous year led to a program in
January 1955 in which the origins of those
names were elucidated for the group. For
the Frazier Circle, Mrs. Woodrow Willey
talked about Frazier’s Flats and the Dutch
Colony; for the Bethesda Circle, the
presentation covered the church’s history
and the Biblical story of the healing pool of
Bethesda.As part of the program,members
of each circle received a name tag “to attach
on her dress – depicting the Frazier Chapel
or a sketch of the Bethesda Pool.”
Itmade sense for thewomen to tke stock

ofwhere theywere atmid-decade.Bethesda
was about to embark on its most significant
expansion project in fifty years, and the
Society would be called on to take a leading
role in that enterprise. The next few years
would be valedictory for bothBethesda and
the Society, and would see the
consummation of everything the WSCS
and its predecessor organization, the
Ladies' Aid Society, had been working
toward for sixty-five years. For the next five
years, nothing would be more essential to
the life of the church than good planning,
good channeling, and good spirit.

How Much?

"How much are you willing to give?"
Asks the Lord, while searching your heart.
"Are you willing to share with everyone -

Relatives, friends, and neighbors
Your time so fleeting

Your money though costly,
Your last ounce of strength when I ask?

If some stranger desperately needs a touch of real love;
The kind that only you, my child, can give -
Will you share it with joy time after time,

Or has the newness of walking with me grown dim?

Remember that yoke I mentioned
That is yours by choice alone?

Remember the promise I made you
That the burden would always be light?

It will never be otherwise, if you allow me to be your Guide.
Together we'll have sweet communion
as we walk step by step, side by side."

By Nancy Marie
July 17, 1974

Left column, top and middle: two articles from
the Denton Journal, September 4, 1875;
bottom: from the Denton Journal, September
22, 1877. Right column, two articles from the
Denton Journal, October 24, 1903.
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Rev. Thomas J. Turkington served briefly at
Bethesda as an interim minister in 1962. His
obituary, by his brother, William D.
Turkington, is reprinted below, from the 1982
Conference Journal.
Thomas John Turkington was born

on November 25, 1894, in Portadown,
Ireland, to Adam John and Elizabeth
(Patterson) Turkington. He was
christened and later confirmed into
membership of Thomas Street
Methodist Church, Portadown. One of
his Sunday School teachers led him to
Christ in his early teens.
Although Rev. Mr. Turkington was

taken fromschool at an early age tohelp
support his family, nevertheless, he

loved to read and had a bright, inquiringmind.Onhis 19th birthday he arrived atEllis
Island, being sponsored by his uncle, The Rev. Albert Turkington. He served in the
ArmyduringWorldWar I, afterwhich he traveled extensively through the Stateswith
his uncle as an evangelist. It was during this time that he decided to enter theministry.
It was necessary for him to complete his high school training and college courses
simultaneously. He not only managed to complete these rigorous studies
satisfactorily, but he also worked his way through at the same time by being in charge
of the music department. Among other talents, he played the saxophone and
trombone. On April 9, 1922, he received his Elder's credentials from the Maryland
Annual Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church upon his graduation from
Westminster Theological Seminary, Westminster, Maryland.
Rev. Mr. Turkington served Methodist Churches in Chincoteague, Virginia;

Wilmington, Delaware; Washington, D.C. and, finally, Denton, Maryland. He
became pastor of Grace Church in Denton in 1931, retiring in 1960 when Grace
Church merged with First Methodist Church to become St. Luke's Methodist
Church. The Rev. Otho Brewer, then pastor of St. Luke's prevailed upon Rev. Mr.
Turkington to become associate pastor. He continued to serve in this capacity until
1981. During these years his ministry was one of visitation and literally thousands of
calls were made on his parishoners and acquaintances each year.
Rev. Mr. Turkington married Juanita Young on February 2, 1923. In April 1973,

shortly after celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary, Mrs. Turkington died. The
Turkingtons had six children, all of whom are living. They are T. J. Turkington, Jr.,
Hughes Springs, Texas; William David Turkington, Princess Anne, Maryland; Harry Albert Turkington, Denton, Maryland; Robert Paul
Turkington, Easton, Maryland; Emma Shehan, Salisbury, Maryland; and Juanita Jean Turkington, Portsmouth, Va.
Rev. Mr. Turkington loved to hunt. He raised rabbit dogs and bird dogs and became quite well known on the Eastern Shore of Maryland

for the dogs he trained. He also wrote poetry prolifically. A book of his poems was published and, when the supply was exhausted, was
republished.
On Friday, March 12, 1982, Rev. Mr. Turkington died quietly in his sleep at his home on the Choptank River in Denton. His funeral was

held the following Tuesday at St. Luke's United Methodist Church. Officiating at the service were the present pastor, Rev. Dr. Edward R.
Wilkins; two previous pastors, The Rev. Otho G. Brewer and The Rev. William Dore; and the District Superintendent, The Rev. Howell
O. Wilkins. Interment was at the Denton Cemetery.
Rev. Mr. Turkington was a man of the people. His ready wit and sincere interest in those he met made his visits a delight, and they were

especially anticipated by the sick and shut-ins. He was truly a man of God.

FEATURES

Rev. Thomas J. Turkington. Image courtesy of
St. Luke's UMC and Rev. Karen Handy.

APPRECIATION
This County Seat of Caroline

Has been my home for quite sometime;
I've learned to love it more and more,
Here on this lovely Eastern Shore.

This Eastern Shore of Maryland,
A spot, it seems, that God has planned
To meet our needs; it does suffice,
This nearest place to Paradise.

You all can have your Baltimore;
I'll take this Good Old Eastern Shore;
You're over-crowded, over-taxed,

While I'm composed and quite relaxed.

Right here between two lovely bays,
What better place to spend our days!
I hope that they will lengthened be;
I like this place--it just suits me.

PRAYING HANDS
I like that picture of those two praying hands,
And for the custom for which it really stands,
That of petitioning the great God above

From a sense of need of His wonderful love.

Uplifted hands in the attitude of prayer
Will bring down God's hands of compassion and

care,
Hands that helped the needy in the days of yore;
They are still available the whole world o'er.

When our hands are lifted in earnest appeal,
We get the attention of Him who can heal,
And lift us out of our deepest depressions,

Filling our hearts with thanksgiving expressions.

Two poems from Turkington's 1980 collection,
The Musings of an Irish Minister.With thanks to

Mary Lou Frase.

PREACHER FEATURE: REV. THOMAS J. TURKINGTON



Editor: Eric A. Cheezum
Editorial Board: Bethesda UMC History and

Archives Committee
Design Concept: Christy Cheezum

Logos: Wendy Hoffman & Bill Blockston

Mail signed submissions to:
PO Box 147, Preston, Maryland 21655

Or via email:
bethesdanewsletter@verizon.net

Submissions deadline is the fifteenth of each
month.

© 2015 Bethesda UMC, All Rights Reserved.
No part of this newsletter may be reproduced
without the prior written consent of the relevant
author, or, if no author is available, the editor.

United Methodist Church

P.O. Box 147
Preston, Maryland 21655

The Bethesda Bugle is a Monthly Publication of

Find us on the web at PrestonBethesdaUMC.org
"Like" us at Facebook.com/PrestonBethesdaUMC


