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A young boy made a beautiful toy
sailboat, complete with rudder, rigging, and
sails. As he looked at the sailboat on his
shelf he knew that the little boat was made
for something more. With a smile of
excitement onhis face hepulled theworkof
his hands down from the shelf and ran to
the lake to see what she could do. He
delicately launched his creation and knew
immediately that this was what it was made
todoas it sailedmajestically along the shore.
Suddenly a gust of wind caught the sail just
right and the little sailboat grew more and
more distant. He gave chase but before he
knew it his beautiful sailboat was lost. He
was heartbroken as he made his way home
without his beautiful sailboat. Every night
as he gazed upon his wall, the empty space
on his shelf reminded him of his loss.
Several weeks later the boy went to town

and as he completed his errands he passed
the toy store and to his delight saw his
beautiful sailboat in thewindow.He rushed
into the store, found the owner, and blurted
out the story of how he had lost his sailboat
andasked if he couldplease give it back.The
toy store owner shook his head and said, “I
own the sailboatnow. If youwant it, youwill
have to buy it back."
The boy gathered up everything that was

precious to him; all that he had, he sold. He
returned to the toy store and paid the owner
the full price, everything that he had, for his
beloved sailboat. He carried his precious
sailboat out of the store and held it close to
his heart and said, “Little sailboat you are
twice mine, I made you and now I have
bought you."
Like that little sailboat, we are twice the

Lord's. He created us, and His Son bought
Continued on Page 2

EASTER SUNDAY BAPTISMS

Rev. Wiley performed three baptisms on
Easter morning. Above, Wiley baptizes
Jason Ehrmantraut while his father, Bill,
and the congregation look on. At left,
CatherineWright (left) and JoyceAlderman
pose for the camera in front of the church
after their baptism. (Thanks to Kari Farnell
and Linda Harrison for the images.)

SPAGHETTI DINNER: Preston's
Boy Scout Troop 461 is hosting a
spaghetti dinner April 8, from 4 to 7
p.m., at the firehouse. Adult tickets and
all carry-outs are $9; kids under 10 are
$5. See Griffin Clough for tickets.

Free Local Talent Show
At Bethesda U.M.C
April 15, 2016, 6 – 8 p.m.

Good Entertainment
For The Entire Family

Come Perform
or Just Enjoy the Acts!

Light refreshments will be available.

All types of talent are welcome.
Music * Acting * Dance * etc

(Talent sign-in starts at 5:30 p.m.)

It’s Your Time to Shine!
For More Info. Call: 410-673-7538
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MONTHLY BULLETIN
The Circle of Concern is reserved for members and friends of Bethesda
who are unable to make it to church on a regular basis due to being
homebound, out of town, in the hospital, in the Armed Forces, etc.
Contact addresses are provided, and we hope readers will consider
sending a card or note to individuals on the list. New names may
be added to the list by contacting Glenda Griffin via email at
griffin4325@yahoo.com, by post at 4325 Blink Horn Road,

Hurlock, MD 21643, or by phone at 443-521-2188. Please add only
the names of familymembers, and please ask their permission before submitting their names.
Submissions should include: Name, Postal Address, Reason for Absence (i.e., "in the
hospital," "in the military," etc., and Expected Duration of Absence.

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

Betty Hinnershitz
(410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.

Gloria Trice
(410-673-7339)
21850 Water St.

Jack & Dot Lane
(410-673-2256)
PO Box 253

NURSING HOMES

The Pines
610 Dutchman's Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
Room 319B

OUT OF TOWN

John Legates
505 Academy St.

Cambridge, MD 21613

C
IR
CL

E O
F CONCERN

us back by paying the full price for our sin with His precious blood. After His death Jesus
rose from the grave and returned to heaven.He is alive today and offers us the gift of eternal
life with Him. Easter is a joyous time to celebrate our reunion with God, realizing that we
are twice God’s.

Pastor Marty

PASTOR'S MESSAGE (cont.)

Lines Written
in Early Spring
I heard a thousand blended notes,
While in a grove I sate reclined,
In that sweet mood when pleasant

thoughts
Bring sad thoughts to the mind.

To her fair works did Nature link
The human soul that through me ran;
And much it grieved my heart to think

What man has made of man.

Through primrose tufts, in that green
bower,

The periwinkle trailed its wreaths;
And 'tis my faith that every flower

Enjoys the air it breathes.

The birds around me hopped and played,
Their thoughts I cannot measure:---
But the least motion which they made,

It seemed a thrill of pleasure.

The budding twigs spread out their fan,
To catch the breezy air;

And I must think, do all I can,
That there was pleasure there.

If this belief from heaven be sent,
If such be Nature's holy plan,
Have I not reason to lament
What man has made of man?

William Wordsworth
1770-1850

WEEKLY INCOME: MARCH 2016
Date

3/6

3/13

3/20

3/27

Attendance

47

44

57

83

Plate

$783.79

$616.00

$602.19

$663.29

Envelopes

$845.00

$520.00

$805.00

$1,045.00

Total

$1,628.79

$1,136.00

$1,407.19

$1,708.29

Statistics
•Required Income According to Budget
(4 weeks @ $1544 per week): $6,176.00

•Actual Income: $5,880.27
•Average Weekly Income: $1,321.59
•Average Attendance: 50
•Per Capita Income: $26.30

FROM THE CHURCH HISTORIAN
The History & Archives Committee extends its sincere condolences to the family of Mr.

A. Fletcher Sisk, Jr. Mr. Sisk provided research assistance on numerous occasions, and
helped fill in many gaps in our knowledge of the history of the town and of Bethesda. He
was a generous and thoughtfulmanwhonever forgotwhere he came from, and I amgrateful
to have known him.

Eric Cheezum
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NEWS & NOTICES
BISHOP'S CONFIRMATION RALLY, MARCH 5, 2016

The bishop's confirmation rally is a yearly event held at Barratt's Chapel, in Frederica, Delaware, where confirmands from across the
conference learn about the history of Methodism. This year, our class was the only group present from the Easton District!

Pictures clockwise from top left: Nick Satchell, Griffin Clough, Emma Carmean, and Jill Cheezum touch the spot in the floor of Barratt's where Francis
Asbury and Thomas Coke met to plan the American Methodist Church; Bishop Peggy Johnson explains what her crook, or crosier, symbolizes; Rev. Pat
Thompson, of Vermont, portrays nineteenth-century minister's wife Mary Orne Tucker; our group poses with Rev. Dr. Shirlyn Brown, Easton District

Superintendent (kneeling, front); our group poses with the bishop (kneeling, front).
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NEWS & NOTICES
IN MEMORIAM:
SHIRLEY MAE PRYOR

Shirley Mae Pryor, 88, of Preston,
Maryland passed away on Tuesday, March
8, 2016 atEnvoyNursingHome inDenton,
Maryland. Shewas born January 11, 1928 in
Baltimore to the late William and Anna E.
Hess Diehl.
In addition to her parents, Shirley was

preceded in death by her husband,Worth J.
Pryor, Jr. She is survived by her daughter,
Shirley Ruth Leiby; son, Paul Pryor;
grandchildren, Denise Owens, Deanna
French, Monica Pryor, and Mason Lieby;
and six great-grandchildren.
Shirley moved to Preston over twenty-

five years ago from Dundalk, Maryland,
when she was transferred to the home
office at Preston Trucking Company. She
was a volunteer forHospice formany years.
She enjoyed reading, bowling, taking bus
trips, andwas a bigOrioles fan. She enjoyed
her flower gardens and loved to share her
daffodils.
Shirley joined Bethesda United

Methodist Church on September 28, 1997.
She served faithfully asRecording Secretary
for almost twenty years, andwas very proud
of her shorthand. She was a very active
member of theWomenofBethesda and the
Missions & Outreach Committee, and she
enjoyed visiting shut-ins. She will be greatly
missed, but never forgotten.

WILLIAMSBURG, Va. — Albert
Fletcher Sisk Jr. died peacefully on March
22, 2016.
He is preceded in death by his wife, Mary

Douglass. He is survived by his sister,
Barbara Landon of Wilmington, NC; his
sons, Douglass of Oakhurst, CA, and
Geoffrey (Jennifer) of Richmond, VA; and
his grandchildren, Blakeley, Peter, and
Charlotte.
Born inPreston,MDin1928, he attended

Preston High School and graduated from
Mercersburg Academy. He attended
Washington and Lee University where he
was a proud member of the Kappa Sigma
fraternity. After serving in theUnited States
Navy, he worked for A.W. Sisk and Sons, in
Preston,MD, and later became a successful
insurance broker, in Easton, MD. Always
described as a true gentleman, he was a
devoted and generous husband, father, and
grandfather. He enjoyed his life-long
passions — hunting, spending time at
Bethany Beach, and traveling the world
with his family. Fletcher was passionate
about the educational mission of the
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. His
family is grateful for the steadfast care and

IN MEMORIAM: ALBERT FLETCHER SISK, Jr.

Scott Preston Sanders passed away on
Wednesday, March 16, 2016 at his home in
Raleigh, NC. He was 52.
He was born on December 21, 1963 in

Takoma Park, MD and was a son of James
Sanders and Barbara Sanders.
Hewas a graduate of Colonel Richardson

High School and North Carolina State
University with a degree in environmental
science. Scott enjoyed being outdoors and
gardening. He was a member of Bethesda
United Methodist Church.
He was employed as a soil analyst with

E.C.S. Carolinas Engineering.
Scott is survivedbyhisparents, James and

Barbara Sanders; two sisters, Carole
Gurney and Kimberly Ryan; two brothers-
in-law, Don Gurney and Pat Ryan; seven
nieces and nephews, Loren Heaps, Bobby
Heaps, Brandon Gurney, Daniel Ryan,

support of the nurses and staff at
Woodhaven in Williamsburg Landing.
A celebration of his life was held in the

Williamsburg Landing auditorium on
Thursday, March 24. The interment service
was held at Bethesda United Methodist
Church, Saturday, March 26.
Memorial contributions may be made to

The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation or
Washington and Lee University.

Alex Ryan, Kiersten Ryan, and Jordan
Ryan.
Services were private. Memorial

contributionsmay bemade to the Bethesda
United Methodist Church Memorial Fund,
P.O. Box 147, Preston, MD 21655.

IN MEMORIAM: SCOTT PRESTON SANDERS
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NEWS, NOTICES, & FEATURES

MY TESTIMONY: THE SIGNIFICANCE OF EASTER
So what’s the big deal about Easter?

Many in our day see Easter as a nice time to
get a day or two (if you’re fortunate) off of
work, most school districts are out a day or
two, and it’s a fun family get-togetherwhere
we can hide and hunt eggs and eat good
food. It’s not nearly as “special” as
Thanksgiving and Christmas! At least that
seems to be true in the minds of the
department stores where, beginning
months before these latter holidays,
advertisements abound for things to buy,
and things to make, and things to do
together. The biggest appeal, it seems, for
most department stores at Easter is that
they get a couple extra weeks to sell lots of
candy and cheap prizes. Even the other
main “religions” of the world do not
celebrate Easter as Christians know it, so
what’s the big deal?
A simple answer is that Christians

celebrate Christmas because of Jesus’ birth,
andEaster becauseofHis death, but it really
goes a lot deeper than this. Yes, Christmas
is when we celebrate His birth and just as it
is the beginning of Christ’s life, it is even
more the “beginning” of our lives, of our
hope, and of our future salvation.
Easter is the time when we begin to truly

understand the depth and cost of that
salvation. Throughout Holy Week, we are

reminded of the various steps in the path
that frees us. Palm Sunday is the Sunday we
celebrate Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem where
(as I learned Palm Sunday fromRev.Wiley)
thepeoplewere soenamoredwith Jesus and
so sure that He was the one to deliver them
from Roman tyranny that they cried
“Hosanna” which means “Save us”! They
were ready for Him to become the King of
their nation, not understanding thatHe had
bigger plans.
As we follow along Holy Week, we

encounter Maundy Thursday. Maundy
Thursday reminds us of Christ’s last supper
withHis disciples. It is here that He lays out
whatwill happenover thenext fewdays. He

encourages the disciples to carry on His
work and message and even prophesies
about the betrayal and denial that will come
about in the group. It is during this evening
that the events of Good Friday actually
begin. After the supper, as Jesus goes to
pray, it begins.MaundyThursday turns into
Good Friday without a pause.
The Bible tells us that Jesus prayed for a

long time. Here is where we see the human
part of Jesus begin to emerge more than we
have seenbefore.HepleadswithHisFather
to try and find anotherway to end this story.
He is fully aware of all that He must endure
and asks if He might be spared. Jesus, the

A brace of kids listen to Rev. Wiley during the Children's time, Easter Sunday 2016.

Save the date!
This year's Peach Festival will be on

Saturday, August 13.

The confirmation class will meet
according to the following schedule:

APRIL
•Sunday, April 10, 9:00 a.m. – Class
•Sunday, April 17, 9:00 a.m. – Class
•Sunday, April 24, 9:00 a.m. – Class

Each class will cover a different aspect of
Christian and Methodist discipleship.

MAY
•Friday, May 6
& Saturday, May 7 – Lock-in

•Sunday, May 15, 10:15 am –
Confirmation Sunday, during service

CONFIRMATION CLASS

In next month's
issue we will reveal
the design and
information about
ordering Bethesda's
f o r t h c o m i n g
commemorative Cat's Meow wooden
model. Thismodel will depict the church as

it appeared in
1908 (pictured
at left, from the
c o n f e r e n c e
archive at
B a r r a t t ' s
Chapel). Watch
this space for
details!

CAT'S MEOW COMING SOON

Continued on Page 10

CHURCH DIRECTORIES
The 2016 directory has been distributed.

If youdidnotnot receiveoneandwould like
to, please let Donna Lane know.

Listen toAlyson Farnell's radio show, the
"Awesome Aly Hour," on 101.5 FM,
Fridays from 3:00-4:00 pm, Saturdays from
1:00-2:00 pm, or live stream on
www.whcp.org.

THE "AWESOME ALY HOUR"

Finance Committee Meeting:
•Monday, April 11, at 6:30 p.m.

Administrative Board Meeting:
•Monday, April 18, at 6:30 p.m.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
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FEATURES
REMEMBERING SHIRLEY PRYOR

Shirley and I became friends while working on the same church committees together.
She liked to visit the shut-ins and she always wanted to take something extra like a cake
or cookies.
Shewas always right therewhenever theWomenofBethesda did anything, like clean the

church or have a soupday or a bake sale orwhatever it was. Shewas our Secretary for years.
Shirley liked to help at the Peach Festival and Shrove Tuesday Pancake supper. She

loved to bowl and was so disappointed when she couldn't bowl anymore.
She liked to help others and volunteered many years with Caroline County Hospice.
Shirley loved her daffodils and a bunch from her garden were on the altar the day after

her funeral.
The last couple of years she wasn't able to do asmuch as she used to, but she never gave

up. She was taking therapy three days a week so that she could get strong enough and do
the things she always did. She had a strong determination and knewwhat shewanted. I will
miss her phone calls, emails, and visits to see her. We will all miss this special lady.

Donna Lane

Counter-clockwise from top right: Serving food at the women's bazaar in November 2010; on dessert
duty at the 2011 Peach Festival; in the kitchen with (from left) Judy Noel, Wanda Prothero, and
Donna Lane; not another photograph, Eric! Shirley prepares pancakes for the 2011 Pancake Supper;

Shirley, Carolyn Lane (middle), and Joyce Cohee, November 2010.
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FEATURES

Shirley Pryor gave nearly twenty years of service to Bethesda as our Recording Secretary.
She took and transcribed minutes for almost every meeting held in that time. At a
conservative estimate, if she attended just two meetings per month, and wrote up just 500
words'worthofminutes fromeachmeeting, Shirley contributed almost aquarterof amillion
words toBethesda's records – and therewere probablymanymorewords andmeetings than
that! She leaves behind an immense body of work that future church historians will rely
upon. So long as there is a Bethesda, Shirley will be remembered.

Eric Cheezum

REMEMBERING SHIRLEY PRYOR

Dear Shirley,
I'm not going to say goodbye because if the Lord is willing I hope to see you again some

day.
Shirley, I am really going to miss my Sunday pew partner, spontaneous invites to go to

Sunday breakfast, brunch, or lunch inHurlock, Federalsburg, orEastonwith you andMaria,
or just you and I. Either way, it was always fun.
Yourmanykind andgenerous actswere greatly appreciated.Thevegetable soup, themany

Christmas cookies, pieces of your coconut cake and many other tidbits were so delicious.
You were a very generous and kind person with your time; always willing to lend a helping
hand when needed at church or the community and you did so for as long as your health
permitted.
It was a privilege to have known you and to pray with a dear sister in Christ.
My heart is a little sad right now because you are not here with me, but my heart is also

full of fond memories by which to remember you. Thinking of you and smiling....
Love, Wanda

Shirley was a very compassionate and caring person and always ready to help where
needed. When we had soup sales and had hot dogs, she enjoyed burning them for those of
us who wanted them that way. Shirley also enjoyed helping with the bake table at the Peach
Festival.
When the Orioles played and were not doing well, my phone would ring and she would

want to knowwhatwaswrongwith those birds. Iwould tell her that they didn't have it today.
Oh, yes, we can't forget about her famous coconut cakes.
Shirley was a wonderful friend and I was very blessed with her friendship. She will surely

be missed.
Shirley Bennett

Shirley Pryor (left) and Shirley Bennett serve hotdogs at Free Soup Day, April 2015

Top: Shirley relaxes with Isabel Brannock and
Doug Prothero after the Pancake supper in

2011; Middle: Shirley at the women's Christmas
party in 2015; Bottom: Bethesda's sign pays
tribute to Shirley on the day of her funeral.
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Continued from our February issue...
Well, our Sunday School class back in

Monroe, Louisiana, First Methodist
Church, was studying a book this summer,
titled I love Growing Older, But I'll Never Grow
Old. I'm in this class with a bunch of old
people, I don't know why I'm in there
(Laughter), but it's a good book – I Love
Growing Older But I'll Never Grow Old. And in
the last chapter, "The Best is Yet to Come,"
we were reminded of the story of Moses,
who, at the endof his life, went up toMount
Nebo to see the Promised Land that he was
not allowed to enter. You might think he
would be bitter about that, but instead the
author observed that Moses had the
"spiritual vision to look at the past with
charity, the present with peace, and the
future with eternal hope." Those are
especially appropriatewords toguideus this
morning as we celebrate your
Homecoming. To have the spiritual vision
which is really God's divine gift to us. To
look at the past with charity, which means
forgiving shortcomingswhile embracing all
the successes for God's kingdom. You
remember charityhas the same rootwordas
“cherish.”To cherish the past – not to live in
the past, but cherish it. To look at the present
with peace, which requires accepting the
good, the bad, the ugly – all with God's
grace. And to look at the future with eternal
hope. That is, of course, the ultimate goal of
Christ's holy church for all of us – eternal
hope. I hope you all have come to this
Homecoming celebration with gratitude in
our hearts for the past, the present, and the
future of this church.
But we also may come with somewhat

troubled hearts after we've heard the words
of Jesus from Mark's gospel, when he
confronted the two sons ofZebedee, James
and John. You remember: they wanted to
sit, one on the right hand and the other on
the left hand, when he came into his glory.
But what was it Jesus said to them? "You do
not knowwhat you are asking. Are you able
to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized
with the baptismwithwhich I'm baptized?"
That is a question that should haunt us still

today. You see, many of us have sung that
old gospel chorus, "Lord, we are able,"
hundreds of times, and yet if we look
honestly at our own lives, we know that we
have not been drinking from the cup from
which Jesus drank. And we have not been
baptized with the baptismwith which Jesus
was baptized. We cannot honestly say with
St. Paul, "I have been crucifiedwithChrist."
Many, many Christians around the world

down through the ages have died for their
faith. Even in our day and time there are
Christians around the world who perish
because they will not give up their faith. But
we are not among them. Instead,most of us
have just joined the club. Oh, we professed
our faith, one day a long time ago. Butwhen
push comes to shove we know deep in our
hearts that we've not been living
sacrificially, but rather superficially. There is
no danger of us laying down the cross,
because we never really picked it up. Like
James and John, we want to be stars, but
without any scars. We want the privilege of
our faithwithout any of the responsibilities.
We want to be leaders, masters, if you will,
but surely not servants. We want our
sanctification without requiring any
saintliness. We all need to seriously
reexamine our lives, our motives, our
values, our goals, and ask if indeed we are
able to drink from the cup of Jesus and be
baptized with his baptism. You may know
Dietrich Bonheoffer. Bonheoffer was a
Lutheran pastor in Nazi Germany.
Although Bonheoffer had studied here in
the United States and knew that he could
flee the Gestapo and find a safe, secure
home in this country, he chose to stay in
Germany and speak out against the Nazi
atrocities. In April of 1943 the Gestapo
arrested him and, two years later, only days
before the Allies liberated the
concentration camp in which he was held,
Dietrich Bonheoffer was hanged by his
cruel captors. I believe we can say Dietrich
Bonheoffer WAS able. Dietrich
Bonheoffer did drink from the cup of Jesus,
and was baptized with the baptism of Jesus.
You see, we know what the cup and the

baptism that Jesus refers to represent.
What is it that Jesus requires of usmodern

Christians in America? After all, most of us
are not going to be crucified for our faith –
at leastwehopenot. Butmay I suggest three
things that showwe are able. The first is that
we strive towalk straightwith ourGod in an
ever more crooked world. You might have
heard the story about the man who said to
his friend, "You really can't trust anyone
these days. Just this morning the grocer
gave me a phony $20 bill." And his friend
responded, "Well, here, letme take a look at
it." But the first man replied, "Oh, I don't
have it anymore. I spent it at the drugstore."
Now that story canmake us laugh, but it can
also make us cry. Something very deadly is
happening to the American character. It's
happening in corporate boardrooms, in the
halls of Congress, and even in the White
House. It's happening in great cities and in
the tiniest rural communities. We are fast
becoming a nation of cheaters. Cheating in
the classroom, cheating on our taxes,
cheating on our spouses, cheating on our
employers. Even the most trusted
professionals – doctors, lawyers, teachers,
and, yes, even preachers – have become
susceptible to what has become a national
sickness. Many years ago there was aHagar
the Horrible cartoon in which Hagar the
barbarian is singing a cheerful drinking tune
as he lies in front of a keg of booze, cradling
a bag of money to his chest. And the words
of his song went something like this: "O
words of love, O words divine, the silver

"LORD, WE ARE ABLE," 2015 HOMECOMING SERMON (PART 2)

Continued next page.
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thought, the golden line. Of all men's
words, there's none so fine, as these three
words, 'I got mine.'" Now that might be the
spirit of our times, that as modern
Christians we dare not get caught up in it.
We are able, first of all, when we can walk
straight in a very crooked world.
But secondly, we demonstrate that we are

able when we show compassion in a world
that is increasingly callous. You know, Jesus
was the most compassionate human being
who ever lived. The early church was
known for its love and generosity. We dare
not adopt the selfishness and cynicism of
our culture today. I remember a time when
the young people in our churches were
challenged to become missionaries,
doctors, and teachers, and then go out to
serve others in the nameof JesusChrist.Do
you remember those days? You see, when
wehelp someone else, we find thatwe really
end up helping ourselves. Dr. Karl
Menninger was once asked what a person
should do if he felt a nervous breakdown
coming on. And that famous psychiatrist
said, "Lock up your house, go across the
railroad tracks" – you know what that
means – "find someone in need, and do
something for him." And that's still good
advice today. You see, we are able when we
walk straight in a crooked world, and when

we live a life of compassion in a world of
callousness.
But there's one more thing. When we are

able, we live courageously as witnesses for
Jesus, in a world where the cross has
become primarily decoration, rather than a
symbol of sacrifice. You may have noticed,
as I have, that many stars wear crosses
nowadays, but did you know that very few
of them are Christians? They don't even
claim to be. In our lifetimes the cross has
become just an object of pop art, a fad, a
piece of jewelry. Sometimes our lack of
dedication as modern Christians reminds
me of an old FlipWilson routine. Someone
asks Flip about his religion, and he
answered, "Oh, I'm a Jehovah's Bystander."
"A Jehovah's Bystander?" his friend asked.
"I never heard of a Jehovah's Bystander
before." And Flip looked coy as only Flip
Wilson could, and he said, "Well, they asked
me to be a witness, but I didn't want to get
involved." (Laughter) I fear that Jehovah has
alot of bystanders nowadays. Are we really
able to drink from the cup of Jesus, the cup
of integrity, of compassion, of courageous
witness to our faith? Or will we just choose
to be Jehovah's Bystanders? There was an
American businessman who had just
attended a famous passion play. And
afterwards he and his wife went backstage

"LORD, WE ARE ABLE," 2015 HOMECOMING SERMON (PART 2)
to meet the actor who played the part of
Jesus. While they were talking, the man
espied the cross that the actor had carried in
the play. And the businessman handed his
phone over to his wife and said, "Here
honey, take a picture of me carrying the
cross." And he bent down and tried in vain
to lift the huge cross to his shoulder. In
frustration, he turned to the actor and said,
"I thought it would be lighter. Why is it so
heavy?" And with a smile the actor
answered, "If I did not feel the weight of it,
I could not play the part with integrity."
Well how about us? Are we trying to gain

stars with no scars? A crown with no cross?
Dowe, like James and John, seek to sit in the
places of honor without drinking from the
cup of Jesus? Without being baptized with
the baptism of Jesus?Without being willing
to sacrifice for theGospel ofChrist?Arewe
able, truly able, to be revived? Can we live
like God desires, even in modern America?
Can we walk straight in a crooked world?
Canwe live a life of compassion, even in this
world of callousness? Can we live
courageously as witnesses for Jesus Christ?
Yes. Yes, we can. We can be able, by the
power and grace of our almighty God. In
thenameof theFather, and the Son, and the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Rev. William Willis

As is the case with many of the Minor Prophets, the book of Joel is relatively short. It consists of only three chapters. Just as we saw in
Hosea, the book of Joel is fraught with symbolism. It seems that the book of Joel was written after the Israelites had come out of Egypt,
and shortly after the land in which they were living had been devastated by locusts and drought. Again there is reference to Christ and His
life in this book. In fact in the New Testament when Peter speaks of the day of Pentecost, he refers to the book of Joel and the prophecies
therein.
Chapter 1 seems to be a recap of the current situation, discussing the locusts and what they have done to the land. This description carries

over into chapter 2 where Joel likens the locusts to soldiers that march in line and take over the places they come to. The middle of chapter
2 goes on to discuss the promise of God. It describes howGod will deliver Israel once again, only this time it is from the locusts, not from
the hands ofEgypt. Godpromises that the droughtwill end, that the plantswill grow again and thingswill be as before, if not better. Chapter
2 ends with a description of the “day of the Lord” and how things will be on the day of the Lord’s return. In essence, chapter 2 is a miniature
of the existence of humankind. From its beginning, having been subject to devastation and destruction in various ways, to the promise of
God’sdeliverance for thosewhobelieve, and then to thecomingofChrist anew, theoverviewofmankind is shown.Punishment andpromise
seem to be the themes for Chapter 3 of Joel. It begins by announcing the judgment of God on all nations and ends with the promises of
God as we look towards His second coming.
I think my favorite verse from the Book of Joel is Joel 2:13. TheVoice translation is as follows: “Rip the wickedness out of your hearts;

don’t just tear your clothing. Now return to the Eternal, your True God. You already know He is gracious and compassionate. He does
not anger easily andmaintains faithful love. He is willing to relent and not harm you." In Biblical times, the tearing of clothesmay represent

A WALK WITH THE MINOR PROPHETS: JOEL

Continued next page.



10THE BETHESDA BUGLE APRIL 2016

FEATURES

A WALK WITH THE MINOR
PROPHETS: JOEL (cont.)
guilt, sorrow, mourning, pain, and even
humility. This Old Testament verse refers
to a New Testament idea: that the main
source of repentance is a changing of the
heart (rip the wickedness out of your
heart…), not just an external show of
expression. True repentance comes from
the heart. Additionally, this verse gives us a
picture of the character of God and the fact
that “He is willing to relent and not harm
you” is a wonderful depiction of grace. We
know that as sinners, we are destined and
deserve to spend eternity in Hell, but if we
only repent and call uponHim tobeLordof
our lives, God is willing (and has promised)
to relent and not harm us.

Kari Farnell

Son, however, knows thatHe is the only one
for this mission, that no other can handle it,
and no other can fulfill it. We are told that
He prayed so fervently that His drops of
sweat fell fromHim as if they were drops of
blood. Here also is where His prophetic
words are fulfilled. Judas betrays Him with
a kiss; Peter denies Him three times.
Throughout the next hours, Jesus is not

only betrayed by Judas and Peter, but He is
essentially abandoned. All of His family,
friends, and disciples, either cannot or will
not offer to help Him. He is spat upon,
beaten, and mocked. His flesh is mangled
with giant thorns from themock crown and
with thewhip inwhich is embedded thorns,
glass, or something equally sharp. He has
nothing to eat or drink.Theyhave takenHis
clothing except for the “crown” and“kingly
robe” they made Him. The very people
who were proclaiming Him king a few days
earlier, now are mad and frustrated that
Jesus has not stepped up to defeat the
Romans. When given the choice, they
decide that He should be crucified.
With His body weak and tattered, Jesus

then is required to carry the instrument of
His death up a hill where all will see Him.
Some scholars believe this cross may have
weighed as much as 300 pounds. Seven- to

nine-inch nails were placed under his wrist
bones and through His feet to secure His
place. Even in His dying moments, the
Roman soldiers added insult to injury.
When Jesus cries out that He is thirsty, they
lift up a rag of vinegar for Him to drink
from. Later they gambled for His clothing.
For hours Jesus has suffered through pain
and utter humiliation. Before Jesus finally
succumbs to death, He cries out, “Eli, Eli,
lama sabachthani?” (which means “My
God,myGod, why have you forsakenme?)
What we don’t always realize is that while
Jesus was suffering on earth at the hand of
those around Him, the worst suffering He
was undergoing was when God turned His
back on Him. 2 Corinthians tells us, “God
made himwho had no sin to be sin for us, so
that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.” Not only did Jesus
bear theweight of our sins, butHe turned into
sin. Because God cannot live in the
presence of sin, He could not be in the
presence of Jesus, His Son, through this
ordeal!
All of the pain and suffering that Jesus

had to go through still is not what makes
Easter significant. Several religions can
boast that their leader was persecuted and
tortured for the sake of their followers.

Some may even claim more harrowing
torment. What sets Christianity apart from
the other religions and beliefs is that our
“leader” was not only willingly persecuted
and killed for His followers, but He also
came back to life! No other leader has risen
from the dead! The tomb was empty….He
was not there! The disciples saw Him after
Hehad risen! He spoke to people anddined
in their homes after being crucified!
This is the reason that Easter is

significant! This is what makes Christianity
different! This is what makes Christianity
the true and only way! Because Jesus came
back to life, we know that we too shall live
again afterwe die. The only question iswhere
wewill live.For thosewhobelieve that Jesus
is the Son of God, that God raised Him
from the dead, and decide to follow Jesus,
they will enjoy life after death in Heaven!
For everyone else, their choice of where to
live for eternity will be Hell!
Yes, the food, fun, and candy is great for

Easter, but let us not forget the significance
of Easter! Easter is a matter of heaven or
hell, life or death! It is the most significant
celebration of all!

Kari Farnell

MY TESTIMONY: THE SIGNIFICANCE OF EASTER (cont.)

MORE MEMORIES OF SHIRLEY PRYOR
I became the Treasurer of Bethesda in July 2010. Since

then I have attended many Finance and Administrative
Board meetings and delivered the Treasurer's report. As
Recording Secretary, Shirley was always present, and she
was very loyal and very particular when recording the
minutes from thosemeetings. Sometimes shewould askme
a question about my report, so that her own would be
correct. At that time I realized she was taking all of the
minutes in shorthand. I took shorthand in high school, and
at my first job at A. W. Sisk & Son in Preston, I always had to make use of it. After I
looked at her shorthand notes, I can truly say I had never seen any shorthand as perfect
and neat as hers. I was very impressed, and admired her ability and professionalism. I
am very sure it was not easy to take theminutes, while everyonewas talking, sometimes
over top of each other, offering all kinds of different opinions during meetings.
Shirley was always very nice to me, and I will always remember and treasure her

wonderful shorthand, and that I was able to get to know her. She will always bemissed.
Mary Cheezum
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BETHESDA HISTORY NOTES: THE WEDDING OF MIRIAM DENNIS

Top: Grace (left) and Miriam Dennis
photographed in 1911; Middle: Erwin
C. Anderson and Miriam Dennis

Anderson, on their wedding day, April
30, 1921; Bottom: the wedding party.
Far right: Denton Journal, May 7,
1921, 5. (Family photographs courtesy

of Miriam Lytle.)

The Dennises were one of the
leading families of Preston and of
Bethesda from the 1890s through
the 1940s. They have appeared at
numerous points in Bethesda's
History Notes. Patriarch Jesse T.
Dennis (1863-1948) and his wife,
Belle Harrison Dennis
(1863-1942), had three children,
Margaret Grace (known as Grace)
Dennis (1893-1990), Miriam
Dennis (1895-1982), and John
Purnell Dennis (1898-1978). By all
accounts, Miriam's wedding to
Erwin Oliver Anderson on April
30, 1921 – ninety-five years ago
thismonth–wasoneof thebiggest
social events of the decade. The
Andersons had three children,
Charles, Arthur, and Dorothy.
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