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“For I know theplans I have for you,”declares theLord, “plans
toprosper youandnot toharmyou, plans togive youhopeand
a future.” Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)
Ah, September! The days and nights are cooler (we hope).

Children areback to school.The leaveswill soon start to turn.
And the church year begins in earnest! After two months at

Bethesda, I am pleased to say that I am settling in nicely. Barry
and I thank you for the warm welcome!
Almost since the day I arrived, I’ve been asking you to pray about how God
wants us to live out our mission. During the month of September, we’ll have a
series of congregational meetings to hear your input about how we’ll fulfill our
mission: Seeking, Feeding, Sending, Leading. God has a plan for this church, we
know that. These meetings will help us to discern that plan, and help us decide
what steps we’ll take in the next year. After hearing your input, it is my hope that
by the end of this year we will have a plan for 2017.
These meetings are your opportunity to have a voice in the process. We are a
community of faith. We need to hear your voice. How should we be teaching
people about Jesus?What needs could we be addressing? Howmight we impact
the community? What would you like to see us doing for the children in our
congregation and in our community?Who is falling through the cracks?What do
you see in the community that makes you say, “I wish someone would do
something about that?”
I want everyone to be heard. Don’t think for a minute that you have nothing to
offer. You do, and we need to hear your voice. Each one of us has a unique
perspective, and each one is important in helping us find our path forward. I

encourage everyone
in the congregation to
attend one of the
meetings.
The dates and
places are listed in the
box to the left. You
only need to attend
one meeting. They
will be limited to no
more than ten people
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PASTOR'S MESSAGE 9/11 REMEMBRANCE

Wednesday, September 7, 6:30-8:00pm
Eric Cheezum, 3821 Payne Road

Tuesday, September 13, 6:30-8:00pm
Brenda and Dennis Baker, 22636 Dover Bridge Road

Thursday, September 22, 6:30-8:00pm
Patsy and Buster Lord, 125 Sunset Boulevard

Monday, September 26, 6:30-8:00pm
Donna and Milton Lane, 3680 Seaman Road

Continued on Page 2

Where Were You?
Wherewere youwhen you heard the
unbelievable news that two
commercial jet liners had crashed into
the World Trade Center? As we were
absorbing that news, another jet
plunged into the Pentagon, the very
center of our national defense system.
Meanwhile, in the countryside of rural
Pennsylvania, the fourth jet intended
to be used as a weapon of mass
destruction, crashed into a field.
We couldn’t quite believe our eyes
as we watched the whole thing unfold
on our televisions. We watched in
shock as the first responders rushed in
to the Twin Towers. Shock turned to
horror as we watched the buildings
collapse. Of the 2977 victims who lost
their lives in the four attacks, over 400
were first responders. If not for their
heroic actions, the death toll would
have been much higher.
This year, we recognize the 15th
anniversary of 9/11 terror attacks with
a special worship service. We’ve
invited our local first responders to be
part of this remembrance with us. It is
an opportunity for us to say thank you
to them for putting their lives on the
line every day to protect us. Please
plan to be with us on Sunday,
September 11 for this special time of
worship.

Pastor Linda
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MONTHLY BULLETIN
The Circle of Concern is reserved for members and friends of Bethesda
who are unable to make it to church on a regular basis due to being
homebound, out of town, in the hospital, in the Armed Forces, etc.
Contact addresses are provided, and we hope readers will consider
sending a card or note to individuals on the list. New names may
be added to the list by contacting Glenda Griffin via email at
griffin4325@yahoo.com, by post at 4325 Blink Horn Road,

Hurlock, MD 21643, or by phone at 443-521-2188. Please add only
the names of familymembers, and please ask their permission before submitting their names.
Submissions should include: Name, Postal Address, Reason for Absence (i.e., "in the
hospital," "in the military," etc., and Expected Duration of Absence.

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

Betty Hinnershitz
(410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.

Gloria Trice
(410-673-7339)
21850 Water St.

Jack & Dot Lane
(410-673-2256)
PO Box 253

NURSING HOMES

The Pines
610 Dutchman's Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
Room 319B

OUT OF TOWN

John Legates
505 Academy St.

Cambridge, MD 21613

C
IR
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WEEKLY INCOME: AUGUST 2016
Date

8/7

8/14

8/21

8/28

Attendance

35

43

42

36

Plate

$895.00

$745.00

$182.00

$547.00

Envelopes

$615.00

$617.00

$475.00

$595.00

Total

$1,510.00

$1,362.00

$657.00

$1,142.00

Statistics
•Required Income According to Budget
(4 weeks @ $1544 per week): $6,176.00

•Actual Income: $4,671.00
•Average Weekly Income: $1,227.95
•Average Attendance: 46
•Per Capita Income: $26.81

at each one, so we can have a good
discussion and allowplenty of time for
everyone to be heard. Sign up by
emailing me at
pastorlinda406@comcast.net, call the
church office, or sign up on Sunday.
If you can’t make one of those
meetings, please let me know, and we
will work out another time for you to
participate. This is an important step in
helping us discern how we will go
forward and live out our mission.

A Busy August!
In just the past month, I’ve been
thrilled to be part of two great events:
the annual Peach Festival and VBS.
The Peach Festival was a marvel to
me. What a great event! Food (lots of
food), fun, shopping, and plenty ofmy
favorite fruit in every imaginable sort
of baked good. I was told early in the
morning that if I wanted any baked
goods or peaches, I had better get them
early! Good advice, which I listened
to!
The success of the Peach Festival
really is a tribute toyouand the spirit of
cooperation that I witnessed. It was
very impressive to see the people of
this congregation pull together to
make this event happen. It really is a
testament to what a church can do,
even a small church, when everyone
pulls together.
On the heels of that event, we hosted
our own VBS, “A Jungle Adventure,”

led by Nancy Seaman. It would have
been really easy to pass on VBS this
year: another pastoral transition; it got
late in the summer; we didn’t know if
any kids would come; we didn’t know
if we had enough volunteers. But
Nancy was not to be deterred. She
stepped out there on faith, despite the
potential obstacles. Itwouldhavebeen
easy to let it slide this year. But if we
had, it would have been because we
were focusingon theobstacles, instead
of focusing on the opportunity to do

something new for God. It was
wonderful! The kids had a great time!
And so did the adults! It was a chance
for us to demonstrate, “yes, we can do
this!” And Friday night after our
closing program, we were already
plotting and planning for next year!
Thanks to Nancy for leading the
way! And thanks to everyone who
helped out!

Pastor Linda

PASTOR'S MESSAGE (cont.)
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NEWS & NOTICES
VBS: A JUNGLE ADVENTURE!
What do you getwhen you combineBible

lessons, songs, crafts, review games, and
refreshments with a dedicated team of
teachers and helpers? Bethesda’s Vacation
Bible School, called “A Jungle Adventure.”
We began each night with an “opening

time” in the chapel, and then went to our
classrooms for Bible Exploration. The
lessons focused on the life of Jesus and
presentedHimas Savior and the bestGuide
you canhave through life.Cookies and juice
were served by the older kids when a bit of
refreshment was needed.
Tuesday featured a visit from a pair of

corn snakes owned by Christopher Farnell.
Heandhis sister,Alyson,held thevery lively
creatures while Christopher gave a very
informative talk about his pets. Afterward
we were allowed to venture forth and
actually touch them… a first time
experience for many of us.
Friday night, family members were

invited to come at 7:30 p.m. for a short
programpresentedby thekidswearing their
jungle hats and vests. (It must be noted that
the Acme store in Easton provided us with
the bags necessary for this craft item.) After
that we all enjoyed a decorated cake along
with Gaterade… of course.
Many thanks and God’s richest blessings

to everyone who helped tomake our V.B.S.
possible.

Nancy Seaman

Nancy with some of her jungle explorers. Front row, from left: Nick Truitt, Zoe Dietrich, Madison
Dietrich, Violet Cheezum, Wilson Clough. Back row: Jill Cheezum, Nancy Seaman, Sue Cheezum.

Staff and helpers, from left: Eric Cheezum, Rev. Pevey, Chris Farnell, Dennis Baker, Brenda Baker,
Nancy Seaman, Mary Cheezum, and Donna Lane.

The school supplies collected by the
congregation were delivered to the new
PrestonElementarySchoolonMonday, the
same day as the dedication. They were very
appreciative of the donation.
We took 5 back packs, 4 boxes Kleenex,

10 folders, 1 pack filler paper, 30
composition notebooks, 14 spiral
notebooks, 236 pencils, 6 packs colored
pencils, 1 bottle glue, 12 packs of crayons,
10 pens, 1 pack index cards, 3 high-lighters,
30 glue sticks, 10 erasers, and 25 cap erasers.
Thanks to everyone that participated in this
project.

Donna Lane

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE

From left: Sue Cheezum, Rev. Pevey, Wilson Clough, Violet Cheezum, Jill Cheezum, and Griffin
Clough participate in the blessing of the backpacks.
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Our church service on September 18 will
be held at the town park on Backlanding
Road beginning at 10:15 a.m. Following the
service will be our annual church picnic. It
will be a covered dish, so please pack your
food to stay hot or cold, whichever it is
supposed to be. Hot dogs and burgers will
be on the grill with grill masters Benji
Brannock and Bill Bennett. Drinks will also
be provided. There will be picnic tables, but
you may want to bring your folding chairs.
The playground will be entertainment for
the kids and they can bring any other games
they want to.
Thiswill be our first picnic at the JamesT.

WrightMemorial Park sobring your friends
and family and enjoy the worship,
fellowship, and food.

Donna Lane

CHURCH PICNIC
NEWS & NOTICES

Barratt's Hosts
Common Ground Service
On Thursday, September 8, at 7:00 p.m.,

the Dover District of the AMEChurch will
open its annual district conference with a
worship service at Barratt's Chapel. The
service is being co-sponsored by the
Commission on Archives and History.
Bishop Ingram of the AME Church will be
preaching. The United Methodist Church
will be represented by retired BishopViolet
Fisher and others participating in the
service. Everyone is invited. This is
probably the first time that members of the
AME Church have conducted a service in
Barratt's since the denomination was
founded in 1816.
While all branches of American

Methodism can trace their origins to events
that took place at Barratt's, the AME
Church has even more reason to feel at
homehere.Thedenominationwas founded
by Richard Allen (recently recognized on a

US postage stamp,
pictured at left), who
joined the Methodists in
the 1770's while he was a
slave to a farmer near
Dover. In 1783 he
purchased his freedom
and moved to
Philadelphia, where he
quickly became a leader

among the black members of St. George's
Church. He was a friend of Francis Asbury,
was present at the Christmas Conference in
1784 when the Methodist Episcopal
Churchwasorganized, andwasordainedby
Asbury in 1799. As St. George's became
increasingly less welcoming to the black
members, Allen led a group out of St.
George's to found the FreeAfrican Society,
which eventually became the African
Methodist Episcopal Church. Significantly
Allen's group did not formally declare their
independence until after the death of
Francis Asbury in 1816.
In 1780 when Philip Barratt was building

his chapel, Richard Allen was an active
Methodist living only a few miles away.

BARRATT'S CHAPEL NEWS
Even after he moved to Philadelphia he
continued to travel to lower Delaware on
business. There is every reason to believe
that he worshiped at Barratt's along with
Asbury, Harry Hoosier, and many others.
The theme for the September 8 service is
“Celebration of Methodism: Lest We
Forget, Standing on Common Ground.”
Barratt's Chapel is indeed “common
ground” for both AMEs and UMCs. Now
is a great time for us to come together to
celebrate our common heritage.

Barratt's Celebrates
Asbury 200

This year marks the 200th anniversary of
the death of the man who probably did
more to shape American Methodism than
any other individual. Francis Asbury was
born in England in 1745, but his career
played out in America. From 1771, when
JohnWesley sent him as amissionary to the
colonies, until his death in 1816, Asbury
traveled well over 100,000 miles on
horseback, formed connections with all
sorts and classes of people, and took the
lead in transforming a small religious
movement into a fast growing church
which would help shape popular religion in
thenewUnitedStates.MoreAmericanshad
met Asbury than had met the President.
In addition to his famous 1784 meeting

there with Coke, Asbury visited Barratt's
many times, holding quarterly conferences
and preaching from its pulpit. Although the
world has changed greatly in the last 200
years, it is likely that Barratt's is one place
where Asbury would still feel at home,
because the building today appearsmuch as
it did inhis day.Appropriately thenBarratt's
Chapel is involved in the 2016 celebration
of Asbury's life.
On November 13, the premier modern

biographer of Asbury, Dr. John Wigger of
the University of Missouri, will be speaking
at the annual anniversary service. Dr.
Wigger's recent book, American Saint:
FrancisAsbury and theMethodists, has received
widespread acclaim. The service begins at
4:00 p.m. Mark your calendars and plan to
attend!

HOMECOMING NEWS

Bethesda's annual homecoming service
will take place on Sunday, October 9, at
10:15 a.m. This year we are celebrating the
role of women in the church. 2016 marks
the sesquicentennial of the ordination of
the first woman in Methodism, and also
sixty years since women were granted full
clergy rights in Methodism. We are thrilled
to announce that all three of Bethesda's
female pastors – Revs. Joan Wolff, Karen
Handy, and Linda Pevey – will take part in
the service, with Rev. Wolff delivering the
sermon.Pleasemakeplans to joinus for this
historic service.

Revs. Wolff (left) and Handy in March 2015.
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2016 PEACH FESTIVAL

The 15th Annual Peach
Festival had another very

successful year. The very hot and humid
weather did not keep people away, even though

some probably stayed home for that reason. We had
both white and yellow peaches this year and it was the first

time in a couple of years that we sold out. New this year was a
roomfor thechildren.NancySeamanturned the roomintoa jungle
safari and had games and activities and Brittainy Simmons did face
painting. It also served as a sign-up time for VBS. There were six new
vendors this year.Reminiscing, the50s&60sduet returned for their third
year.We had a photo prop if youwanted to get your picture taken in a 50's
cut-out. I heard many good comments about Troy's chicken and the
dinners being so good. The soft crab sandwiches and scrapple sandwiches
are always a hit. The bake table ran out of desserts, but there was plenty of
pie and cobbler by the slice. The only complaint I heard was that we are
running out of space in the fire house. The parking lot was also a problem
if people couldn't walk too far. Let us know if you have any suggestions
to make the festival better. There are so many people to thank.
Everybody pitched in and helped wherever they were needed. Some
brought familymembers to help and that was greatly appreciated.
I think most people enjoying working, even if they were over-
worked! A huge thank you for everybody that baked
something orworked, or helped in anyway. After all the
expenses, we should make about $4,100. It does
take a church to put on a peach festival!

Donna Lane
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15 YEARS OF THE PEACH FESTIVAL

The first Peach Festival
took place on August 18, 2001 at the

Preston carnival ground. Planning for the
event began in January. The festival was one of

several projects suggested during a brainstorming
session at the first-ever Activities Committee meeting that
month. One sentence summed up the potential event in the
January minutes: "There will be homemade ice cream, peach
and vanilla, a bake table, hot dogs, and face painting." Over the
course of the next fewmonths, the festival grewmore elaborate.
Although it has become an important fundraiser for Bethesda,
in its early phase the festival was designed mainly to generate
interest in Bethesda. The committee sought to create a
family event, complete with games and a bouncy castle
for kids.Although thevenue and someof thedetails
have changed, after fifteen years the ethos of
the Peach Festival still remains the

same.

"One of the visions we had...
was for the community and the church to

make a connection.... I spent a year talking to the
church and the different committees about the possibility of

a peach festival. By having a year's worth of open dialog the
church now had ownership of the peach festival before it began.
Because ofmy affiliationwith theAndrew family and their peach farmwe
felt we could make the connection between the community and the church,
andputPrestonon themap.A residual effect of our newfound connectionwas
the fact it became our biggest fundraiser. In addition, the entire church was
working collectively towards a common goal. It started off modest but began to
growwhenweoffered vendors a spot at the festival, Bluegrass and country bands,
and asked the firemen to make their soft crab and oyster fritter sandwiches. It
became "peaches 101 ways" – pie eating contest, best peach ice cream contests,
and homemade peach preserves, just to mention a few. We formed a
committee so the peach festival would be before the church members all
year long. To maximize our vision we went to other churches that were
holding peach festivals, strawberry festivals, andwent toBridgeville,
Delaware to see the Apple-Scrapple festival.We did this to gain
new ideas and insights so the peach festival could
continue to grow. I must say it was a big deal and

I pray the vision will continue."
Rev. Mark Farnell

"I wasn't on the
committee, but in the early

years they got peaches from my
father at Friendship Farms, and I guess
they did until he sold the farm in 2008.
They decided to do peaches because of the
availability at that time. The very first year,
it was held at the Preston Carnival
Grounds and there was a baking
contest which I won with our
German Peach Cake!"

Kari Farnell

"The cooking contest
that Kari was talking about

was judged by local clergy. We did
skip one year when somebody forgot
to reserve the firehouse! I remember
Helen Fletcher saying that she talked with
the ladies at Antioch Church about their
festival. We wanted to make sure we
didn't compete with their event."

Donna Lane

"The first year I helped,
there were bouncy set-ups outside

of the firehouse. They were on the side
near the railroad tracks. It was VERY hot. My
sister, Melva Jean Glessner, did some kids' games
in the hall. We sold roast beef sandwich lunches, but
they were not as successful as we'd hoped. After that
we went to Em-ings BBQ chicken dinners for several
years. Weordered the itemsand the foodwasdelivered
for us to assemble. Four years agowewentwithTroy
Brooks' BBQchicken.The food itemshaveproved
very popular, soft crab sandwiches and scrapple
especially. The variousmusical groupswere
a great addition to the venue also."

Kay Fairbank

REMEMBERING THE EARLY FESTIVALS
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15 YEARS OF THE PEACH FESTIVAL
When the world turns completely upside down
You say we’ll emigrate to the Eastern Shore
Aboard a river-boat from Baltimore;

We’ll live among wild peach trees, miles from town,
You’ll wear a coonskin cap, and I a gown
Homespun, dyed butternut’s dark gold color.
Lost, like your lotus-eating ancestor,

We’ll swim in milk and honey till we drown.

The winter will be short, the summer long,
The autumn amber-hued, sunny and hot,
Tasting of cider and of scuppernong;
All seasons sweet, but autumn best of all.
The squirrels in their silver fur will fall

Like falling leaves, like fruit, before your shot.

The autumn frosts will lie upon the grass
Like bloom on grapes of purple-brown and gold.
The misted early mornings will be cold;
The little puddles will be roofed with glass.
The sun, which burns from copper into brass,
Melts these at noon, and makes the boys unfold
Their knitted mufflers; full as they can hold
Fat pockets dribble chestnuts as they pass.

Peaches grow wild, and pigs can live in clover;
A barrel of salted herrings lasts a year;
The spring begins before the winter’s over.
By February you may find the skins
Of garter snakes and water moccasins

Dwindled and harsh, dead-white and cloudy-clear.

When April pours the colors of a shell
Upon the hills, when every little creek
Is shot with silver from the Chesapeake
In shoals new-minted by the ocean swell,
When strawberries go begging, and the sleek
Blue plums lie open to the blackbird’s beak,
We shall live well — we shall live very well.

The months between the cherries and the peaches
Are brimming cornucopias which spill

Fruits red and purple, sombre-bloomed and black;
Then, down rich fields and frosty river beaches
We’ll trample bright persimmons, while you kill
Bronze partridge, speckled quail, and canvasback.

Down to the Puritan marrow of my bones
There’s something in this richness that I hate.

I love the look, austere, immaculate,
Of landscapes drawn in pearly monotones.
There’s something in my very blood that owns
Bare hills, cold silver on a sky of slate,
A thread of water, churned to milky spate

Streaming through slanted pastures fenced with stones.

I love those skies, thin blue or snowy gray,
Those fields sparse-planted, rendering meagre sheaves;
That spring, briefer than apple-blossom’s breath,

Summer, so much too beautiful to stay,
Swift autumn, like a bonfire of leaves,
And sleepy winter, like the sleep of death.

"Wild Peaches," by Elinor Wylie (1885–1928)

Above: Chris Farnell presides over the dining area (in the bingo building at the
Preston Carnival grounds) in the church's only known picture from the first

Peach Festival!

Above: clippings from the Star-Democrat showing Bethesda's advertising for
the first festival, and one of the vendors.
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In the Book of Nahum
we find a couple
different themes.
One theme is
“comfort” and
“consolation,” but it
is also a book

foretelling the
destruction of Nineveh. This book was
written by Nahum the Elkoshite. Scholars
believe the city of Elkosh was later known
as the city of Elcesi, near where the prophet
Micah lived. We know also that Nahum
lived and prophesied about 120 years after
Jonah.
Themessage of comfort and consolation

was important to the people of Judah
during this time, and this book may have
been written primarily as a statement to
relieve the fears of Judah. At this point in
time, ten of the twelve tribes hadbeen taken
into captivity and the remaining tribes in
Judah needed the reassurance that they
were “safe." Nineveh and the Assyrian
Empire had devastated Judah for about 200
years, but God was telling them this would
end. Note thatHedidnot give a time frame,
just a promise that it would end.
Nineveh, you will remember, was the city

that Jonah was called to witness to. Jonah

A WALK WITH THE MINOR PROPHETS: NAHUM

The Prophet Nahum predicts the destruction of Nineveh by the Lord, Romeyn de Hooghe (1705)

FEATURES

had been chosen to warn and share God
with this city and Jonah was upset that God
was giving them a second chance because
they were such an evil city. As we learned
studying the book of Jonah,God is a god of
second chances since He decided NOT to
destroyNinevehat that timeasmany turned
to Him. We find, however, 120 years later
that Nineveh turned back to their evil ways
not long after God spared them from
destruction. Nahumwas called upon to tell
of their destruction. Nahum even went so
far as to predict that once destroyed, the city
of Nineveh would be lost for many years.
This seems to have happened as indeed, for
many years the existence of Nineveh was
uncertain, even regarded as a myth.
Yet all along the city lay buried under

layers of earth until the 1800s when
archaeologists uncovered the ruins. Today
archaeologists are able to confirm with
certainty that Nineveh existed, proving the
authenticity of the city Jonah and Nahum
were told to prophesy against. Had Jonah
lived long enough, I’m sure he would have
been filled with great regret over his
reaction to God’s eventual destruction of
Nineveh. Consider, nevertheless, how
many new souls were won over to God’s
side by the brief delay of destruction.

I like to read these books of prophecy in
different translations and compare them.
Some translations are easier to understand
and some seemmore powerful than others.
The first chapter of the Book of Nahum
from The Message Bible is one of these
instances. As has beenmy practice, I like to
share my favorite verses. In The Message,
verses 2-10 of chapter 1 give me chills:
“God is serious business. He won’t be
trifledwith. He avenges his foes. He stands
up against His enemies, fierce and raging.
But God doesn’t lose his temper. He’s
powerful, but it’s a patient power. Still, no
one gets by with anything. Sooner or later,
everyone pays. Tornadoes and hurricanes
are the wake of His passage. Storm clouds
are the dust He shakes off His feet. He yells
at the sea: It dries up. All the rivers run dry.
The Bashan and Carmel mountains shrivel,
the Lebanon orchards shrivel. Mountains
quake in their roots, hills dissolve into mud
flats. Earth shakes in fear of God. The
wholeworld’s in apanic. Whocan face such
towering anger? Who can stand up to this
fierce rage? His anger spills out like a river
of lava, His fury shatters boulders. God is
good, a hiding place in tough times. He
recognizes and welcomes anyone looking
for help, no matter how desperate the
trouble. But cozy islands of escape He
wipes right off the map. No one gets away
from God. Why waste time conniving
againstGod? He’s putting an end to all such
scheming. For troublemakers, no second
chances. Like a pile of dry brush soaked in
oil, they’ll go up in flames.”
In the world we live in today, it’s nice to

know that although it seems like the “bad
guys win”, their time is coming!

Kari Farnell

DISTRICT NEWS
•Bishop Peggy Johnson will visit the
EastonDistrict on September 14. She will
meetwith clergy at noon atUnionUMC in
Federalsburg, and laity at 6:00 p.m. atNew
Life UMC in Centreville.
•The Easton District Office will move
from St. Mark's UMC, in Easton, to St.
Luke's UMC, in Denton, on October 1.
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This article was originally published at UMC.org,
on September 21, 2015.
Holy Club. Bible Moths. Methodists.
These are just a few of the names people

called Charles and John Wesley and those
gathered around thembefore anyone called
their group amovement, let alone a church.
Charles and John Wesley are considered
founders of the Methodist movement that
led to what is now The United Methodist
Church.
It all began around 1728 with a few men

at Oxford University, where Charles was
finishinghis studies.Charles
Wesley had not always been
very good at focusing on his
studies or his faith. His first
year at school was full of
diversions like playing cards
and enjoying music, theater
and dancing. Nevertheless,
by his final year, he was
ready to devote himself to a
more focused method of
engaging study and faith.
Charles knew he could

not do this on his own. He
gathered with others in a
small group, a practice
common atOxford in those
days.
Originally, the group

discussed classical
literature, but they
eventually moved onto
spiritual materials.
According to Dale Patterson of the United
Methodist Archives and History agency,
they would read classical literature during
the week but on weekends, especially
Sundays, read works about divinity or
theology as we call it today.
Even with these conversations, Charles

continued to feel like he was struggling. He
reached out to his brother John for
assistance.
"There is no one person I would so

willingly have to be the instrument of good
to me as you," Charles wrote in a letter to
John. "It is owing, in great measure, to

WHY THE WESLEYS, AND OTHERS, CAME TO BE CALLED METHODISTS
somebody's prayers (my mother's most
likely) that I am come to think as I do; for I
cannot tell myself how or why I awoke out
ofmy lethargy, only that itwasnot long after
you went away."
John had been away for a time helping at

his father's parish since he had already
graduated and was ordained in the Church
of England. When he returned to Oxford,
wherehewas also a fellow,he soonassumed
leadership of the group andbrought to it his
organization skills and some initial
instruction.

Others started noticing the group. Some
called them "Sacramentarians," that is they
sought the sacrament of communion
frequently. The Wesleys thought it good to
have communion at least weekly, though
the common thought was monthly was
satisfactory.
Thiswasoneof the first items to growout

of their meetings. They had to search out
communion since no single Protestant
congregation offered it every week.
Others called the group "Enthusiasts."

Were they religious fanatics of some sort?
“That was an insulting term,” says

Patterson. “People claiming to be spirit-
filled [or enthused] were considered
suspicious.” The term pointed back to “the
wild-eyed people of a century ago,” during
the English civil war.
Despite that, John Wesley considered

himself a “reasonable enthusiast,” says
Patterson.
"Supererogation-men,"was another term

applied to this small, but growing, group.
Supererogation refers to their desire to go
beyond what is typically required by most
religious in hopes of winning divine

approval.
It was common for the

Wesleys and their
companions to engage
regularly in prayer, fasting
(twice a week), giving alms
and visiting those in prison.
Many of these activities were
not even the Wesleys’ ideas,
though John would check in
with the local bishop to
ensure there was no problem
with their activity.
"These guys are accused of

doing too much good," says
Ted A. Campbell, professor
of ChurchHistory at Perkins
School of Theology. The
s u p e r e r o g a t i o n - m e n
nickname was also,
Campbell continues, "a
veiled accusation of
Catholicism." There

remained tension in those days between
Protestant andCatholic supporters, and the
practice of Catholicism was restricted.
The group the Wesleys were a part of

engaged in regular Bible study and were
then called "Bible-moths." Did they eat
their Bibles as amothmay eat their clothes?
They were viewed as "Bible-bigots,"

because they reproved others who they
thought did not live up to scriptural
standards. "A lot of people thought of them
as sourpusses," Campbell says.
By the time they were called "The Holy

FEATURES

An image of the Wesleys' "Holy Club" meeting at Oxford, from a 19th century
lithograph.

Continued Next Page
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Club," there were actually at least four small
groups connected with the growing
movement.
"Thesewere all names foisted uponhim,"

Campbell says, "but John Wesley had the
habit of taking them onto himself."
It was “Methodist” that eventually stuck.

While John Wesley initially did not like the
name, he eventually made it his own.
Why did it stick? "It was something

people could see," Campbell says.
The initial Holy Club dissipatedwhen the

Wesleys and two others went on a mission
trip to Georgia. However, many, if not
most, of the evolving group went onto
ministry.
TheWesleys and their colleagues stuck to

theirmethods upon their return toEngland
and theMethodistmovementwould spread
throughout Great Britain and into the
Americas and now the world.
Today, UnitedMethodists pledge in their

membership vows to give of their “prayers,
presence, gifts, service and witness.” Thus,
United Methodists continue the active life
the Wesleys and their colleagues brought
forward.
Our methods may have evolved over the

years, but we still seek to follow John and
Charles Wesley's desire to live a more holy
life.

By Andrew J. Schleicher

WHY "METHODISTS"? (Cont.)
NEWS & NOTICES

Old friends and new friends: Rev. Wiley and
Rev. Pevey pose for the camera at the District

meeting in Hurlock on August 25.

This article was originally published at UMC.org
in August 2016.
Days of torrential rain inundated the state

of Louisiana, beginning August 11.
Flooding has impacted at least 40,000
homes, and about 30,000 people and 1,000
pets have been rescued from high water in
homes and cars. At least 11 people are
known to have died in the disaster.
The United Methodist Committee on

Relief (UMCOR) issued an emergency
grant to the Louisiana Annual Conference,
releasing 2,950 cleanup buckets to United
Methodist churches inLaFayette andBaton
Rouge, areas severely affectedby the floods,
for distribution to affected households.
UMCOR stands ready to release another

2,000 cleanup buckets to go to the most
vulnerable places as identified by the
Louisiana Conference, as more cleanup
buckets are being assembled to meet more
needs.
The state of Mississippi also was affected

by flooding, andUMCORhas readied relief
supplies to go there, when the water
recedes.
From ‘massive’ to ‘catastrophic’ flooding
Greg Forrester, UMCOR U.S. Disaster

Response executive, called the disaster
“catastrophic,” and recalled that it follows
on the heels of “massive” spring floods in
Louisiana. He said UMCOR had just
approved a long-term disaster-response
grant to aid the Louisiana Conference in its
response,when floodwaters again impacted
the state, affecting someof the sameareas as
the previous event.
Several United Methodist churches have

been converted to shelters for those who
have been displaced. Four Louisiana
parishes — East Baton Rouge, Livingston,
St. Helena, and Tangipahoa — received a
Federal disaster declaration, so FEMA, the
Federal Emergency Management Agency,
was mobilized. Some 50,000 families
already have registered with FEMA for
assistance, and many more are expected to
do so.
UMCOR is collaborating with FEMA

and other national disaster response

organizations, including the American Red
Cross, Lutheran Disaster Response,
Southern Baptist Disaster Relief, and the
umbrella group, National Voluntary
Organizations Active in Disasters
(NVOAD).
“The Red Cross national office reached

out to us, andwe have connected themwith
the Louisiana Annual Conference
leadership, as well as with UMCOR Sager
Brown for warehouse space, cleanup
buckets, distribution assistance, and shelter
for evacuees,” Forrester stated.
The best ways to help
Forrester urged all people of goodwill

who want to help in Louisiana and
Mississippi, “Donot self-deploy.Youmean
tohelp, but at this stage yourpresence could
unintentionally become an obstacle,” he
said. He also urged people not to send
unsolicited aid, such as clothing.
“The best ways to help are to assemble

and send cleanup buckets and to support
the UMCOR U.S. Disaster Response
Advance, #901670, with your donations,”
he stated. “This will allow us to assist the
most vulnerable communities in need
because of this and other disasters.”
Forrester reminded readers that, in mid-

August, the U.S. is approaching the height
of theAtlantic hurricane season, andhe said
the current supply of cleanup buckets will
be exhausted by this event. “We need your
prayers and cleanup buckets, cleanup
buckets, cleanup buckets!” he said.

By Linda Unger

UMCOR RESPONDS TO LOUISIANA FLOODS

The special offerings taken on
August 21 and 28 to support UMCOR
yielded a total of $560.00. Thank you
to all who gave so generously.

NEWS BRIEFS
•Brief committee reports (three sentences)
for Charge Conference should be
submitted to Dennis Baker by Sept. 12.

•Therewill be a churchclean-updayonOct.
1, from 9:00 am to noon.

•There will be choir practice Wednesday,
Oct. 5, at 6:00 p.m.
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On our recent vacation in Kentucky, we
had a chance to visit the ArkEncounter, in
Williamstown. Entering the parking lot of
the ArkEncounter, an open-sided ticket
booth with port-a-potties is what is seen
first. Looking around, a question forms:
“Where is theArk?”Glancing to the left, the
stern of the Ark can be seen up on a hill.
Busses are waiting to whisk visitors away
over the twisty mile up-hill to the Ark.
Once visitors disengage from thebus,many
buildings and sights are in view. Among
them, a zip line, the Ararat Ridge Zoo, and
Emzara’s Kitchen. At the Zoo, camel and
donkey rides are offered and animals such
as kangaroos, yaks, ostriches, and emus can
be seen. Emzara’s Kitchen is the café,
named after Noah’s wife. Biblically Noah’s
wife is not named, but other ancient
manuscripts in the Jewish culture (Book of
Jubilees) name her and the wives of Noah’s
sons.
From the bus stop, the entire Ark can be

seen, and it is a sight to behold. The overall
constructionof theArk (althoughbuiltwith
modern techniques) is a marvel. Ballast
poles that rise the entire height of the Ark
are at least two feet in diameter and the Ark
is built to Biblical measurements. Viewing
this structure it is easy to see how Noah
could have put two of every KIND of
animal of the Ark. Cages inside the Ark
contain replicated animals that Noah took
onto the Ark. Displays on each of the three
decks show how many Christian scientists

believe certain elements of life took place
while Noah’s family was on the Ark.
Displays show how waste (solid and liquid)
could have been expelled; how ventilation
throughout the ship could have taken place;

TRAVELS WITH THE CONGREGATION!
AN ARK ENCOUNTER

how gardens were grown; and how life in
general may have taken place during the
years that Noah and his family lived there.
Wandering through the Ark, creation is

represented as is the descent of mankind
into sin and depravity that caused God to
decide their punishment was inevitable.
Following this and the displays depicting
the flood and life on the Ark, displays are
seen describing life AFTER the Ark. In
these it is possible to see how the earth
changed during the flood and how life now
was very different from before. The
dioramas continue to describe current life
and end with the return of Jesus.
This venue is a great place to begin to

understand the reasons for the flood and
the ability for things to have happened just
as the Bible said it did.

Kari Farnell

The prow of the ArkEncounter rises above the parking lot, under stormy skies.

The first week of August, Eric Cheezum and Guy Lowry flew out to Las Vegas to attend the 50th
Anniversary celebration of Star Trek. About 5,000 fans took part in the convention, and many of the
stars from the various Trek series were present, including the surviving main cast of the original 1960s
show.HereEric poses with original series star and civil rights iconNichelleNichols. Despite being asked
by hundreds of people for photos and autographs, Nichols was classy and gracious, and it was very
emotional to meet her in person. Live long and prosper!

BOLDY GOING...TO LAS VEGAS!
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