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I love to worship
outdoors! I feel the
majesty and wonder
of God in a special
way when I am out
in the beauty of
God’s creation. So you

can just imagine that I was
thrilled to get to worship

outdoors with all of you on September 25.
We were blessed with a beautiful fall day!
Many of you said, “we need to do this more
often.” I’m in! Thanks to Kari Farnell for
her help in putting the service together, and
providing great music for us to sing with!
And thanks to Donna Lane for organizing
the church picnic we enjoyed afterwards.
As I shared with you at the outdoor

worship service, the word “revival” kept
comingup theweekbefore the service.One
morning as I sat outside doing my
devotional and praying, God gave me this
word, “The church will not experience
revival unless its people experience
revival.” Very simple, and yet very
profound. Many of you are talking about
how to grow the church; how to move
ahead; how to bring more families into our
fellowship.Although youmayhave not said
the word “revival,” you have basically been
expressing the idea of revival. As Kari and I
were planning the service, and I said we
need a theme, she immediately said,
“Revival!” It’s interesting how God
communicates with us!
Seems like something is in the air around

this place calledBethesda!OnlyGodknows
whatGodhas in store for us next! I, for one,
can’t wait to see!

Pastor Linda
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HOMECOMING 2016: A KINGDOM THAT CANNOT BE SHAKEN PASTOR'S MESSAGE

OnOctober 9 at 10:15 a.m., Bethesda will host its annual Homecoming celebration. This
year we are celebrating women in ministry, and the History and Archives Committee is
thrilled to announce that all three of Bethesda's woman pastors will take part in the service!
Bethesda's first woman pastor, Rev. Joan C. Wolff, will deliver this year's sermon, which is
based on the text from Hebrews 12:18-29. The title of her sermon, and the theme for the
day, is "A Kingdom That Cannot Be Shaken." Rev. Karen R. Handy, Bethesda's second
woman pastor, will both deliver remarks and provide special music during the service. Our
present pastor, Rev. Linda Pevey, will act as liturgist as well as sharing her thoughts on
women in ministry.
Revs. Wolff and Handy are well known to Bethesda's congregation. Wolff served in

Preston from 2004 to 2010. A lifelongMethodist, she was very active in lay ministry before
becoming clergy. After being licensed for Pastoral Ministry at Drew University, she
completed her pastoral courses and graduated from Wesley Theological Seminary in
Washington, D.C. In 2003 she became the Associate Pastor of St. Mark’s UnitedMethodist
Church in Easton; the next year she was appointed to Bethesda. Wolff and husband Rod
have a daughter, Sara Wolff Lewis, who is also active in the Methodist Church.
Rev. Handy grew up in St. John’s United Methodist Church in Seaford. She received a

B.S. inNursing fromTempleUniversity in 1991, and graduated inMay 2012with anM.Div.
from Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. Before following the call to ministry, she
worked as a registered nurse forDelawareHospice, Inc., and also at St. John’s UMC as both
a Youth Director and Worship Team Leader. In 2012, Handy was appointed pastor of the
Bethesda–Brookview–TrinityCircuit, which she served until 2015,when shewas appointed
to St. Luke's UMC in Denton. She and husband Chris have four children: Christian, Collin,
Chase, and Carolyn.
We hope youwill join us for what will be an historic gathering of three influential women,

and an invigorating celebration of the transformative power of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Joan Wolff (left) and Rev. Karen Handy, photographed in 2015.



2THE BETHESDA BUGLE OCTOBER 2016

Now before faith came, we were
imprisoned and guarded under the law until
faith would be revealed. Therefore the law
was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so
that we might be justified by faith. But now
that faith has come,we are no longer subject
to a disciplinarian, for inChrist Jesus you are

all children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer
slave or free, there is no longermale and female; for all of you are one inChrist Jesus.
And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to
the promise.

Galatians 3:23-29

MONTHLY BULLETIN
The Circle of Concern is reserved for members and friends of Bethesda
who are unable to make it to church on a regular basis due to being
homebound, out of town, in the hospital, in the Armed Forces, etc.
Contact addresses are provided, and we hope readers will consider
sending a card or note to individuals on the list. New names may be
added to the list by contacting Glenda Griffin via email at
griffin4325@yahoo.com, by post at 4325 Blink Horn Road,

Hurlock,MD21643, or by phone at 443-521-2188. Please add only the
names of family members, and please ask their permission before submitting their names.
Submissions should include: Name, Postal Address, Reason for Absence (i.e., "in the
hospital," "in the military," etc., and Expected Duration of Absence.

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

Betty Hinnershitz
(410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.

Gloria Trice
(410-673-7339)
21850 Water St.

Jack & Dot Lane
(410-673-2256)
PO Box 253

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

DeSales Callaghan
(410-673-7005

22111 Gannon Drive

NURSING HOMES

The Pines
610 Dutchman's Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
Room 322

OUT OF TOWN

John Legates
505 Academy St.

Cambridge, MD 21613

C
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WEEKLY INCOME: SEPTEMBER 2016
Date

9/4

9/11

9/18

9/25

Attendance

42

56

38

33

Plate

$1,231.00

$643.00

$421.00

$645.00

Envelopes

$540.00

$655.00

$545.00

$495.00

Total

$1,771.00

$1,298.00

$966.00

$1,140.00

Statistics
•Required Income According to Budget
(4 weeks @ $1544 per week): $6,176.00

•Actual Income: $5,175.00
•Average Weekly Income: $1,234.70
•Average Attendance: 45
•Per Capita Income: $27.18

MORE FROM PASTOR LINDA
The days are getting shorter, and the

nights are getting cooler. Fall is in the air!
Fall is traditionally a busy season for the
church, and this fall is no exception.
On October 2, we celebrate World

Communion Sunday. As we partake of the
bread and fruit of the vine, we will
commune with Christ, and celebrate our
connection with Christians all around the
world. It is a day to remember that we really
are “one body.” I look forward to sharing
this special Sunday with you.
The following week, October 9, will be

our annual Homecoming celebration. On
this the 60th anniversary of the United
Methodist Church ordaining women, we
will be celebrating women in ministry. I am
looking forward to being part of this service
with two female clergy colleagueswho have
served Bethesda: Rev. Karen Handy and
Rev. Joan Wolff. Please plan to join us for
this special Homecoming as we celebrate
this milestone in the United Methodist
Church.
And that’s not all thatwill behappening in

October. On October 16, we will begin a
five week worship series called “A
Disciple’s Path,” focusing on the five
commitments we make as United
Methodists: to support the ministry of the
church with our Prayers, Presence, Gifts,
Service, and Witness. There is a daily study
guide available if you would like to follow
along during the week. More information
will be available about that over the next
couple Sundays.
Somuch is happening in this little church!

I’m very excited to be part of it with you!
Pastor Linda
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NEWS & NOTICES
9/11 REMEMBRANCE

Top picture: Rev. Pevey reads a prayer for first responders. Bottom: Pevey blesses the responders' vehicles.

Youth Bonfire at Pecometh
Sunday, October 30
4:00pm to 7:00pm

Gather around the campfire with other
Pen-Del youth for an evening of fall fun.
We'll take a hayride and enjoy dinner
around the campfire (with s’mores, of
course)! YouthRally producerDavidBurke
will be there to share news about the 2017
Youth Rally in OC in January. All youth in
grades 6-12 are encouraged to attend! It will
be a fun fall adventure! Contact Pastor
LindaorEricCheezumif youare interested.

Youth Rally
January 6-8, 2017

We are planning to go to the Youth Rally
in Ocean City on January 6-8, 2017. It will
feature an awesome line-up of speakers and
worship. Please contact PastorLindaASAP
if your child is interested. All youth in
grades 6-12 are encouraged to attend! Adult
chaperones are also needed.

YOUTH EVENTS

CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS WRAP-UP
We’ve just concluded the last of our four

congregational meetings. A huge THANK
YOU to everyone who took the time to
come out and let their voices be heard! And
THANK YOU to our four host families
(Eric Cheezum, Dennis and Brenda Baker,
Buster and Patsy Lord, and Milton and
Donna Lane) for opening your homes to
these gatherings.
Each meeting brought together a unique

group of people, resulting in a unique
conversation. There were some common

threads, however, running through all the
meetings. The overriding theme we heard
was the need to be intentional about
growingour congregation.You’veoffered a
multitude of ideas and suggestions, not just
for growing the congregation, but also for
improving our ministry and presence in the
community.
We will be compiling the information

gathered at each meeting and presenting it
to theAdministrative Council at itsmeeting
on October 4. Over the next couple

months, we hope to develop a plan for the
new year. There may bemore than a couple
things we need to do, but we will, through
prayer anddiscernment, focuson theoneor
two that God leads us to for 2017. I am
reminded of Proverbs 3:5-6: Trust in the
Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding; in all your ways
submit to him, and hewill direct your paths.
Please join us in prayer as we discern the
path God is directing us to follow.

Pastor Linda

Bethesda commemorated the fifteenth anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks with a
special service of remembrance and healing. We were thrilled to have representatives from
the Caroline County Sheriff's Office and the Preston Volunteer Fire Company present for
the service. Rev. Pevey and the congregation prayed over these first responders and gave
them thank you cards prepared by the kids, and, after the service, blessed a police cruiser and
brush truck. In this small way the congregation was able to express its thanks to emergency
personnel, and also to give a measure of meaning and closure to the events of 9/11.

TRUNK OR TREAT
Bethesda plans to participate once again

in the community trunk or treat, in
partnership with Bethlehem Wesleyan and
Immanuel Lutheran Churches. The event
will probably take place again at the Preston
Carnival grounds off of Backlanding Road,
during trick-or-treating on Halloween
night.Moredetailswill be available asweget
closer to Halloween – but begin planning
your decorations and buying your candy
now!
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NEWS & NOTICES

The 2016 Peninsula-Delaware Annual Conference took place in June,
and I would like to fill you in on the highlights of business that was
transacted. Before I proceed, though, I would like to thank Mrs.
Debbie Weems for her attendance for two of the three days of the
conference. I was detained at work and she stepped up and filled in.
Thank you Debbie.

Every year the conference starts with a clergy session and a laity session.
Therewe elected a newEastonDistrict lay leader:Mr. JodyCoursey. I taught

Jody in Lay Academy and it makes me feel good to see former students stepping out in
ministry and also makes me feel old!
The teacher for the conference was Dr. Eric Law. He spoke of sustainable and missional

ministry using scriptural texts of The Psalms, Isaiah, and John.
Many resolutionswere passed but someof themore controversial oneswere part ofmuch

discussion. Resolution 9 was to ban guns and after amendments were given, there was no
agreement. So neither were passed, the amendments or the resolution. Resolution 10 was
to create study materials on lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, and transgender issues. An amendment
was added that said the materials would be presented during the 2017 Annual Conference.
A voice vote was taken and was too close to determine. Then, a count vote by the ushers
was taken and the count was 109 yes, 110 no. those who were for the resolution protested
and wanted a ballot vote. This was done and the results were 94 yes, 138 no. So it did NOT
pass. There was a request that a quorum be present. This would disqualify the vote. The
parliamentarian said there was no quorum and to demand it and to adopt the motion there
be a quorum would put a halt to the conference IMMEDIATELY. The conference would
be adjourned and everyonewould gohomewithout anotherwordbeing spoken.Theperson
withdrew the request. He said he didn't want the conference to be over prematurely.
The budget for 2017 was passed. It is less than in 2016 but not by much. 2016 was

$5,350,000 and 2017 is $5,300,000 – a difference of $50,000.
The conference as a whole in 2015 lost 1,253 members compared to 2014. As far as our

district we saw an increase in members! Thirty-two members isn't much, but certainly is an
increase, which is exciting. There was also an increase in baptisms by thirty! There was an
increase by seven members of people that came from other churches! So that is something
to be excited about also!
Any questions, please don't hesitate to ask Debbie or myself.

Chris Farnell

LAY LEADER'S PULPIT

Once again we are filling shoe boxes with
school supplies, toys, hygiene items, socks,
and whatever will fit in the boxes according
to the Operation Christmas Child
brochures provided by Samaritan’s Purse
(see list below). The boxes need to be in
churchno later thanSaturday,November 5,
so that they can be blessed and delivered to
the collection center.

GIFT SUGGESTIONS
•TOYS: Include items that children will
immediately embrace such as dolls, toy
cars, stuffed animals, kazoos,
harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, balls,
toys that light up and make noise (with
extra batteries), etc.

•SCHOOL SUPPLIES: pens, pencils and
sharpeners, crayons, markers,
notebooks, paper, solar calculators,
coloring and picture books, etc.

•NON-LIQUID HYGIENE ITEMS:
toothbrushes, bar soap, combs,
washcloths, etc.

•ACCESSORIES: t-shirts, socks, hats,
sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches,
flashlights (with extra batteries), etc.

•A PERSONALNOTE: You may enclose
a note to the child and a photo of yourself
or your family. If you include your name
and address, the childmaybe able towrite
back.

•DO NOT INCLUDE: Used or damaged
items; war-related items such as toy guns,
knives or military figures; chocolate or
food; out-of-date candy; liquids or
lotions; medications or vitamins;
breakable items such as snow globes or
glass containers; aerosol cans.

AN IMAGE FROM OUTDOOR WORSHIP & CHURCH PICNIC, 9/25 CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES

IMPORTANT DATES
•Tuesday, Oct. 4, 6:30 p.m.

Administrative Board Meeting
•Wednesday, Oct. 5, 6:00 p.m.

Choir Practice
•Tuesday, Oct. 11, 6:30 p.m.

SPRC Meeting
•Sunday, Nov. 6, 10:15 a.m.

All Saints' Sunday – We will recognize
those in the congregation who have
passed away in the last year.



5THE BETHESDA BUGLE OCTOBER 2016

WOMEN OF BETHESDA: SUMMONED TO A NEW AGE, 1961-1966
FEATURES

It was October 14, 1964, and Mrs. Ruth
Christopher was “in a challenging mood.”
The national office of theWoman’s Society
of Christian Service (WSCS) had recently
adopted a new theme for its work:
“Summoned to a New Age.” “This is the
25th anniversary of the Society and a new
purpose has been drawn,” Society Secretary
Mildred Blades wrote. Christopher, as the
leader of the night’s program, was tasked
with translating that new purpose into
action. The challenge, at least as
Christopher saw it, was “to summon all
womenof the church forChristian service.”
Christopher’s goal was an increasingly

difficult prospect in the 1960s. If the 1950s
had been the great era of consensus in the
United States, the 1960s were a period of
turmoil and division. Middle-class,
American society was about to be turned
upside down by a storm of social and
political upheaval that would culminate in
the assassinations of Rev. Martin Luther
King, Jr. and Robert Kennedy in 1968. The
early part of the decadewas the calm before
the storm, an epilogue to the preceding era,
but even then the winds of change were
beginning to blow.
For the WSCS, at the local and national

levels alike, the problem of the 1960s was
one of relevance. For a century, the WSCS
and its predecessor organizations had stood
at the forefront of social reform activism in
theUnited States and abroad. TheWSCSof

the 1950s, with its extensive support for
missions, its program focusing on world
peace andunity, and its strident advocacy of
enlightened social positions, was probably
the organization at its apogee. Now, the
Society was starting to go through the
motions, its goals no less high-minded, but
increasingly naïve and out of touch. If the
WSCS – at Bethesda or anywhere – had any
hope ofmeeting the challenge of a new age,
it would have to move itself out of the eye
of the storm, and into its heart.
Few developments hailed the start of a

new era like Bethesda’s acquisition of a new
parsonage, in June 1961. The house, the site
of the church's parsonage to this day, was
then about forty-five years old and
conveniently located almost directly across
the street from the then-recently erected
FellowshipHall andEducationWing. Until
her death in 1960, the house had been the
property of Miss Ella Harrison. Although
Harrison was not a member of the WSCS,
she had family connections with Bethesda,
so it was fitting that her house should end
up as the new parsonage. Ella had shared
the dwellingwith her brother, Charles, until
his death in 1949. He had been an attorney,
and ran his law firm from the front room,
whichhada separate entranceoff theporch.
Charles was confined to a wheelchair, and
used the specially built ramp that still exists
to access the house. Although the Harrison
house would require some significant
improvements, overall it promised to be a
far less expensive proposition than its
predecessor, which by 1960 was at least
seventy years old and had been in a state of
constant and substantial renovation for
most of that time. As the responsibility –
and expense – of caring for the parsonage
was, at this point, the near-exclusive
domain of the WSCS, the women must
have been relieved that the albatross on
Maple Avenue would soon be off their
hands.
The WSCS took great pride in preparing

the new parsonage for use, a process that
took over six months. The house was
rewired in September 1961, and a new roof

was put on in November. Wallpaper was
stripped and walls painted. Society
volunteers washed the windows. The
Society supplied a new refrigerator and paid
the minister’s wife, Mrs. Huffman, to buy
new curtains. With everything in order by
Christmas, the group “agreed it would be a
good idea” to hold a tour and open house
for the congregation, in late January 1962.
Proud of the new building, the Society
erected a marker in May 1962. Unlike its
predecessor, this parsonage was not in
constant need of repair. Outside of
occasional upgrades and light repairs, the
biggest problem was a persistent leak that
was attributed to cracks in the stucco siding
(the parsonage was not bricked until a few
years later). That matter was referred,
somewhat unusually, to the Official Board.
Since the 1890s, the parsonage had been
almost exclusively under the authority of
Bethesda's women's group. The referral of
the stucco issuewaspart of a gradual shift of
responsibility for the parsonage to the
Official Board – a process that would be
ongoing throughout the next couple
decades.
The Society engaged in a sustained

campaign to outfit the house after its
purchase. Over the course of three or four
years, it was appointed with a welter of new
furniture, including lamps, tables, at least
one chair, and two bedroom suites (one of
them complete with mattress and
boxspring). Various existing pieces were
moved to the new site and refurbished. In
October 1964, the Society purchased a
combination washer-dryer. In keeping with
the increased sharing of responsibility for
the parsonage, theWSCS gave $200 toward
the appliance, and left the balance for the
Official Board to pay.
TheSociety’sother responsibilities varied

little in the new decade from those of
previous eras. The WSCS continued to
maintain the church and, especially, the
FellowshipHall – although thegroup seems
gradually to have shrugged off these duties
as the years passed. Perhaps the most

Ruth Christopher (1920-2004) with her family,
early 1960s. Image courtesy of Carol Moore. Continued Next Page
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subject “which is stressed in the district.” In
December, it was announced that the
author of the WSCS study book on
missions was to speak in Cambridge in
January 1964.Missions ChairMrs. Ellwood
Wheedleton “urged members to go & hear
him as a foundation for our next program.”
At the general meeting on January 28, 1964,
Wheedleton gave an elaborate program on
missions – completewith the use of “a large
map, pictures, clippings, and effective table
arrangements so appropriate for the
mission study” – that was, no doubt,
inspired by the talk at Cambridge.
Responding to the presentation in that
month’s minutes, Secretary Mildred Blades

Fund; UNICEF; the Mary Todd Gambrill
Neighborhood House in Wilmington,
Delaware; the Easton District; relief
following the Great Alaskan Earthquake of
1964; and missions in Asia. They also
donatedmany items to the StateHospital in
Cambridge, especially at Christmas. The
group’s annualmissions pledge remained at
$200 from 1962 through 1965. Missions
was always on the group’s mind. It was the
preeminent subject for discussion at both
circle and general meetings, and numerous
worship programs and studies were
devoted to its promotion each month. In
September 1963, the Society established a
committee on Missionary Education, a

FEATURES
WOMEN OF BETHESDA: SUMMONED TO A NEW AGE, 1961-1966
significant role the Society playedwas a new
one: cleaning and tidying in the Sanctuary
after Sunday service. Initially handled on an
ad hoc basis, by May 1966 a Sanctuary
Committeewas established formally to find
volunteers for the job each month. Their
names were to be placed in the bulletin at
the end of each month, as “a reminder.” At
the same time, a general housekeeping
committee was also created to manage
kitchen clean-up in the Fellowship Hall.
The Society also helped the church
financially. In September 1963, February
1965, andMarch1966, theWSCSgave $500
to support the church budget. InMay 1964,
money ordinarily earmarked for Mother’s
Day corsages was instead deposited in the
organ fund.
The women also became more involved

in aspects of pastoral care. For many years
the WSCS had maintained a regimen of
visits to the sick and housebound. Those
visits now became more numerous, with
members often logging a couple dozen
visits a month, at least. By November of
1964, a “committee on visiting” was
established to assign members for
visitation. The Society also delivered food
boxes, baskets, and care packages to the
elderly and shut-ins, usually at the holidays.
InDecember 1964, for instance, the Society
noted that there were “several shut-ins
around the community & volunteers were
asked to come in some evening & make
arrangements to be distributed. Also
donations of food would be appreciated to
give to family’s [sic] whose incomehas been
cut off from illness.” The Society also
regularly sent cards to the sick. Presumably
the demand for cards grew faster than the
womencouldhandle, because inSeptember
1964 they discussed who ought to receive
them – members and friends of the WSCS,
or the congregation more widely. The
verdict was that “anyone in the church
certainly could as a Christian gesture.”
Pastoral care was a local manifestation of

the WSCS’ true love: missions. In the first
half of the 1960s, the Society gave to all
manner of causes: the Pecometh Camp

I have wonderful memories of living in
Preston. I was there from second to fifth
grade.We lived in the parsonage across the
street from the church and it had a sloping
sidewalk in the front. All theneighborhood
kids would come and skateboard down the
“hill” there. I remember walking to school
down Main Street and it seemed like there
were so many of us kids in town then, but
I bet it wouldn’t seem so now. I can
remember the parsonage was, I think, a
yellow-colored stucco when we first
moved there, and then they bricked the
outsideof it one year. I thought thatwas the
most amazing thing to watch them do. I
know I must have drove those workers
crazy!
I remember the blizzard of 1966. The

snowwas blowing so hardwe could not see
Mr. Rieck’s house next door by the
driveway. And then after it was over, the
drifts on the opposite side were so big we
dug tunnels all through them and played
army. My time growing up at Preston is
what I wish every kid could experience
today. We rode our bikes all over town and
I’m suremymom really didn’t knowwhere
I was half the time but that was OK. I was so fortunate: after we moved to Federalsburg
I went to school there for sixth grade, but in seventh we all went to Colonel Richardson
JuniorHigh School. It was a reunion forme,with allmy old friends from the Preston area
and all the ones I had met in Federalsburg. Those days growing up in Preston are truly
some of the best memories I have.

Warren Pitsenbarger

Mrs. Harrell Pitsenbarger with son Warren at the
parsonage for Christmas. Image courtesy of

Warren Pitsenbarger.
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FEATURES
WOMEN OF BETHESDA: SUMMONED TO A NEW AGE, 1961-1966
concluded: “Themission fieldof today is no
longer an isolated spot but universal, and
with mobility, scientific and technical
advances is going forward with fellow
Christians in each country sharing
responsibilities. It was also stressed that we
can all have a part in the program whether
at home or abroad by using talents or
contributions and prayers.” The group also
sponsored talks by, and lectures about,
foreign and domestic missionaries. In June
1964 a letter was read to the group from
some of the conference’s missionaries to
Korea, andRev.Harrell Pitsenbarger gave a
talk on his experiences in Japan while in the
military. “[O]nly 1% of the Japanese were
Christian so it is a great field for workers,”
Secretary Mildred Blades wrote.
As in years past, the WSCS engaged in a

tremendous amount of fundraising in order
to underwrite its work. The circles
spearheaded much of this fundraising,
often in ways that were quite distinct from
each other. The Frazier Circle, for instance,
tirelessly peddled subscriptions to the town
newspaper, the News & Farmer. Not only
did the circle receive a percentage of the
sales (in October 1962, for instance, they
earned $150), at least twice they won small
cash prizes for selling the most
subscriptions, in October 1964 and 1965.
They also held occasional bake sales and
lunches, and sold foodbaskets, candles, and
sponges. In November 1964, they decided
to sell nuts, for which fundraiser they
requested $138 from the WSCS treasury as
seed money. At the general meeting the
following month, circle leader Mrs.
Howard Harris reported they had already
sold twenty dollars’ worth and “they had
their nutswith them!” – a not-so-subtle hint
to Bethesda Circle members present that
evening. Evidently the sale was a success, as
in the spring of 1965 the Frazier Circle was
at it again, reporting that "with their nut
money [they] were swelling their treasury."
The nut sales were so successful that the
Bethesda Circle, not to be beaten, got in on
the action, too, in October 1965.
For their part, the ladies of the Bethesda

Circle also put on hat, clothing, and bake
sales, and catered several dinners, including
meals that accompanied meetings of the
newly founded Bethesda chapter of the
Methodist Men. In general, however, the
Bethesda Circle seems to have been less
active at fundraising than its counterpart, or
perhaps channeled the bulk of its energies
into planning and running events that the
WSCS as a whole put on. Among these
latter events were a variety of banquets for
the Lions Club, the Pony League, the
Masons, the Fire Company, and theCounty
Garden Club. The relentless catering led to
an amusing problem: a lack of gravy boats.
In September 1964, Mrs. Perry Voshell
investigated buying boats from the school
salesman (Voshell was the secretary at
Preston School). The next month the
Society reported the purchase of a fleet of a
dozen of the boats, at a cost of $17.10.
Gravy ahoy!
Lack of kitchen utensils was a problem

that was easily solved, unlike many issues
the Society tried to tackle in the 1960s.
Following the lead of the national office as
they had always done, Bethesda’s WSCS
adopted programs that consciously tackled
social issues. In February 1963 the group
considered establishing a committee “to
seek information concerning the services
rendered by our public agencies, and
consider how we might cooperate to help
those in need.” In March, they heard about
vocation rehabilitation inTalbotCounty. In
May, Mrs. William Moldoch delivered a
program, “Dealing with Children – ’The
Never Land of the Neglected Child.’”
According to Secretary Etta Dukes, the
program “was very impressive and will
linger long in the minds of those present.”
The next month, Moldoch gave a report on
migrant workers. One of the most
important programs the Society hosted
took place in April 1964, when an official
from the Board of Child Care presented on
that organization’s work. SecretaryMildred
Blades was clearly impressed, as she
devoted several paragraphs to a summaryof
the Board's work.

Yet, these studies produced limited
tangible actions by the Society outside of
the usual contributions to missions and
local charitable institutions.And, in the face
of the overwhelming upheaval of the 1960s,
it is difficult not to regard many of the
Society’s study subjects as irrelevant, and
their responses to them a little self-
congratulatory. The study book for late
1961 was, for instance, The Meaning of
Suffering. “Mrs. Dorsey Christopher put
everyone in a receptivemood for [the]Book
on suffering by comparing our life &
suffering of that of a moth,” wrote the
secretary in October, adding that when she
spoke about the book “Mrs. Butler really
gave an inspiring talk and made one
consider their studies in life. I’m sure by the
time she has completed the book we all
should be better fellow workers for God’s
Kingdom.” Of Butler’s follow-up book
report in November, the secretary gushed,
“Anyone listening and really interested in
living in a world that can be made better
surely was given some very good pointers.”
Not quite through with the topic, in
November 1962 Mrs. Moldoch gave a
program, “What Should We Tell Our
Children About Suffering.” While these
and others were all no doubt worthy
intellectual or theological topics, in the
context of the times they seem a little self-
indulgent, and and lack the sense of urgency
about the praxis of Christian discipleship
that the Society of the previous decade had
livedout in itswork and studies.Though the
Society seemedmore aware than ever of the
need for social activism, at the same time its
members seem to have been less inclined,
collectively, to translate abstract concern
into concrete endeavor. After decades of
being on the forefront of Preston’s and
America’s social gospel, Bethesda’s WSCS
was becoming out of touch.
Nowhere was this growing detachment

more obvious than with the Society’s
attention to the preeminent social issue of
the day: the Civil Rights Movement. In the
1950s, the group had been comparatively

Continued Next Page
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vocal on the subject; now they remained
largely silent. On the rare occasion that race
did come up in this period, it was handled
with uncharacteristic naïveté. In February
1965, for instance, President Elva Butler
opened the general meeting with two
prayers: "one by George Washington, it
being a patriotic month[,] and one by an
Indian, near to Race Relations Sunday."
While no doubt well-intentioned, Butler’s
nod at the issue demonstrated an almost
ostrichlike avoidance of black people, even
as the Civil Rights Movement was on the
cusp of becoming increasingly violent. It
was an unusually tone-deaf gesture,
especially since Butler had previously
proven especially sensitive to Civil Rights
matters. Less than a month after she read
her prayers, voting rights marchers in
Selma, Alabama would be beaten at the
Edmund Pettus Bridge. Almost exactly six
months later, the Watts Riots would break
out. The Society’s retreat from such a big
issue – one that had occupied a significant
measureof its attention inearlier years–was
an inexplicable step backwards.
One explanation for the Society’s drift

out of the cultural vanguard was a kind of
fatigue. Although the Society kept up its
many duties in the 1960s, minutes from
meetings suggest it was becoming harder
and harder to keep members involved.
From that fact we might infer that the
pressure of maintaining its responsibilities,
and adding new ones periodically, was
numbing members, especially the
leadership. A look at any of the WSCS’ lists
of offices and committees quickly reveals
that nearly everymember had a job of some
kind, some several. Officers especially were
spread very thinly. It should come as no
surprise, then, that upon taking the
presidency for the 1963-1964 year, Mrs.
Butler “appealed for help and cooperation
from all in the coming year.” The lack of
help connected to a larger personnelmatter.
Longtime members were aging out or
dying, and there were few younger women
to fill their places. To use Butler as an
example: in 1963 shewas 65 years old. How

long could she continue to be a leading
member of the Society? Other stalwarts,
such as Hattie LeCompte, passed away in
the early 1960s. The Society even had
trouble retaining newer, active members.
Mrs. William Moldoch and Mrs. Jane
Lednum, for example, were both deeply
involved with the Society, but both
relocated to other towns. Ministers’ wives
were also problematic because they tended
to be very active in the Society, but because
of the itinerancy were inevitably (and
suddenly) pulled away. Mrs. Charles
Huffman and Mrs. Harrel Pitsenbarger
both took on leading roles during their
husbands’ pastorates. They were hard to
replace when they moved on. In all these
cases, existing members, usually those who
were alreadydoingother jobs, pickedup the
slack. Of course, the problem of
membershipwas not exclusive toBethesda:
in September 1961, the national
organization called on local chapters to
increase their membership by 10%. A
“buddy system” was proposed tomake this
happen, but it was rare for guests to attend
WSCS meetings, even in the organization’s
heyday in the 1940s and 1950s. When the
issue was revisited in the fall of 1964, the
membership committee “had no favorable
report” to offer, but declared that it was
”working hard for new members."
Ultimately, however, these efforts could

not stem the decreasing enrollment, mainly
because the WSCS model itself was part of
the problem. For one thing, the national
organization was becoming increasingly
bureaucratic. At the local level that
translated into reams of forms that needed
to be handed in – an onerous task that must
have taken the joy out of membership. The
Society was also becoming a bit cult-like,
with meeting after meeting at the district
and conference levels that members were
badgered about attending, along with the
usual church-level gatherings as well.
Finally, younger women, who would have
formed the pool of new members, were
simply less attracted to the ideals the
organization represented.Oneof the selling

points of the WSCS had been its culture of
fellowship, and the notion thatwomen at all
levels of society and all over America were
united in the same cause. In the flush of
unity and patriotismduring and afterWorld
War II, those ideals had rung truer than they
did now, in the increasingly fractious 1960s.
One cannot help but wonder, too, if
potential younger members were put off by
a Society that lingered over matters of
personal theology and discussed social
issues in the abstract, but rarely engaged in
practical ministry. There was a growing
disjunction between the high ideals of the
WSCS and the mundane fundraising and
propertymanagement it actually spentmost
of its time doing.
Moreover, by the mid-1960s, American

women were beginning to eschew sex-
segregated organizations, and they were
choosing to spend their time outside the
home in other places besides church
meetings. Bethesda’s WSCS resisted these
trends to some extent because its
membership tilted strongly toward women
in their mid- to upper-forties and older –
women with older children and more
traditional cultural values than their
younger sisters. But even in Preston other
activities began to vie for members’ time,
leading to gradual changes in the priority
and format of meetings. In September
1964, the June general meeting got the
chop, due to "hot weather & graduation

Elva Butler (1898-1988) poses with a friend,
late 1960s. Cheezum Family Collection.
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dates, etc." In September 1965, after many
years of contention, the circle meetings
weremoved to the samenight as the general
meeting, “thus eliminating,” as the minutes
explain, “an extra night for circles.” The
next month, the Society abandoned one of
the last vestiges of its original, social
purpose when members “agreed to
dispense with refreshments except on
special occasions.” Although they were
handled matter-of-factly, these were
portentous changes that recognized that
women were busier now, that the church
need not be their sole or main portal to
political or civic engagement, and that
therefore it could no longer command their
absolute attention and loyalty.
The decision to “reject” refreshments

was even more subversive than it might
seem on the surface, because it
demonstrated that Bethesda’s women were
no longer self-identifying as homemakers.
In this respect, they were on the cutting
edge of 1960s social change, even if they did
not fully realize it. Four years before they
threw off the chains of cookies and punch,
John F. Kennedy had created the
Presidential Commission on the Status of
Women, chaired by Eleanor Roosevelt. In
February 1963, Betty Friedan published her
landmark work, The Feminine Mystique,
which detailed the frustration and ennui of
suburban housewives, a condition she
called “the problem that has no name.”

Friedan’s book touched off the modern
Feminism Movement, and, along with the
findings from the Presidential
Commission, led to the passage of the
Equal PayAct of 1963. A year later the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 went on to ban sex
discrimination in the workplace. The
founding of the National Organization for
Women was only a year after the Society’s
refreshment decision, and renewed debate
about the Equal Rights Amendment began
only a fewyears after that.And ifBethesda’s
women bristled at the radicalism of
Feminism, they could still take their
example from a female conservative like
Phyllis Schlafly, who had risen to
prominence in the Republican Party due to
her 1964 book, A Choice Not an Echo.
Although Schlafly was a vocal opponent of
Feminism, her very career exemplified the
possibilities opening up outside the home
for women in the 1960s. Because separate
spheres ideology made up part of its DNA,
Feminism of all varieties was an existential
challenge to the WSCS as an institution.
Regardless of where they stood on the
political spectrum, or how they regarded
Women’s Liberation, Bethesda’s women
were still shaped by the new values. For the
WSCS to survive, for it to retain its existing
membership, let alone find new women to
join, it would have to resolve this
philosophical conflict – and soon.
During the closing months of 1963 and

into 1964, the Society’s leadership made a
concerted effort to get members to
rededicate themselves to the work of the
WSCS, and to connect that work to the
ongoing history of Methodism and
Bethesda. For this purpose, the national
WSCS specified a tripartite program in its
literature for the 1963-1964 year: Spiritual
Life, Missions, and “Know Your Church.”
In exploring these ideas in October 1963,
Mrs. Ruth Christopher touched on
important themes: “what church means to
each woman; why we have commissions &
why we do certain things now; complaints
and lukewarmness; educating ourselves to
know how to help; and the church is what
you make it.” Mrs. A.T. Blades built on
these comments during a program inMarch
1964, the description of which is worth
quoting in full: “Wewere given severalways
in which a Christian Woman could
volunteer her time. We pledge our services
when we become a member of the church
and we should live up to our pledge by
helping in our local church with whatever
we possess. We are also needed to help
those outside the church – to help those in
need, help in service societies, United Fund
Drives, mental health clinics, hospital
auxiliaries, etc.Wewere also told of the type
of reading a Christian should do to keep
intelligently informed at all times. The time
of a Christian woman is valuable and she
should choose wisely where she is to spend
it.” In September, the Society hosted “Mrs.
Maguire from Cambridge, who is a very
active leader in WSCS there and in the
district. She gave us a very nice ‘pep-talk’
about making excuses from working in the
church. She emphasized making God’s
work the most important work in life & do
[ing] it earnestly.” All of these programs
acknowledged the reality that women could
choose to do many other things besides
participating in the WSCS. Unsurprisingly,
perhaps, they did not grapplewith the larger
issue of Feminism.
The 1963-1964 year was effectively

prelude to an attempt at reinventing the
Twin aspects of Feminism: from left, Betty Friedan (1921-2006) and Phyllis Schlafly (1924-2016).
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WSCS. In the Fall of 1964, the national
organization released itsmanual for thenew
year, Summoned to a New Age. Designed to
provide the blueprint – the “purpose,” as
MildredBlades explained – for the future of
the organization, Summoned, at long last,
confronted the upheaval of the 1960s.
“Newness and change have become a part
of our everyday lives,” the book’s foreword
asserted. “Drastic changes are taking place
in church, in home, and in society as a
whole. A New Age is upon us! Christian
women are summoned to take a creative
part in the new age: summoned to clarify
their role as women; summoned to develop
within themselves the spiritual resources
for the living of these days; and summoned
to evaluate theirwitness and service in these
times.”Of thesepropositions, thenotionof
women clarifying their roles in the “New
Age” is perhaps the most fascinating, as it
positioned the WSCS, though the authors
consciously rejected it, within the Feminist
Movement. Summoned roundly repudiated
both the nineteenth-century ideology of
separate spheres, and the twentieth-century
gender role of the blithely happy
homemaker. “Our national and
international institutions, our local
communities, and especially our churches,”
the book concluded, “cannot afford to
leave untapped the vast potential of
leadership and service that women can
perform. Women are needed now as never
before, and our uneasiness over the current
image of woman’s role is not only because
this image is not completely true, but also
that, for the well-being of us all, it must not
become true.”
Bethesda’s women avidly embraced the

“summoning” more than they did the
“New Age” – which is to say, they missed
the book’s point a little. Mrs. Christopher,
after all, interpreted the “purpose” as a call
to service for women, not a call to analyze
gender roles. The Society’s programs that
year usually came from Summoned, but they
tended to deal with material that had been
standard in recent years: social concerns like
youngmothers; international issues like the

FEATURES
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The striking (and very 1960s!) cover of the
Summoned to a New Age Program Book:
1964-1965, designed by Robert C. Houston. The
book's foreword elaborates on the illustration: "The
cover of this book dramatically symbolizes the
emergence of a new age under the hand of God.
Humanity, finding itself in this new age is at the
same time filled with foreboding and with eager
expectancy. In many way man would like to hold on
to the old secure pattern of life and yet the summons
to advance is imperative. Man's real dilemma
perhaps is in knowinh how to conserve the true
values of the past, while at the same time dropping
his outmoded ways of thinking and acting so that he
can explore the exciting possibilities before him. As
the cover seeks to portray, the summons is coming
from God who governs the new age just as he
governed all other ages. Once again God is saying,
'Let there be light' and once again he is saying to us,
'Walk as children of the light.'" (1964 Program:
"Summoned To a New Age: program book,"
1964-1965, Records of the Women's Division of
the General Board of Global Ministries, United
Methodist Church Archives - GCAH, Madison,
New Jersey.)

United States’ relationship with the third
world; or religious subjects such as creating
worship spaces or encouraging women to
volunteer for the church. Even though they
had already flirted unconsciously with
Feminism in their rationing of their time,
and by rejecting refreshments at meetings,
as with the Civil Rights Movement tackling
a controversial philosophical and social
issue like women’s role in society remained
a bridge too far for the Society’s members.
Perhaps theWSCS was the wrong group to
be having such discussions in the first place:
how could an organization rooted in
separate spheres effectively reject that
ideology and embrace equality of the sexes?
And how could it do so without also
embracing Feminism? Who could blame
Bethesda’s women for wanting to get on
with their work rather than trying to resolve
such paradoxes? Maybe it was easier and
moreproductive to ignore the issue entirely.
One of the women tasked with helping

the Society find a way forward was Mrs.
Trudy Planner. Born in 1920, Planner had
served in World War II in the Army-Air
Force as a surgical technician, living out her
childhood dream of becoming a nurse. She
married husband Bill in 1946 and they
moved to Preston, where they lived on
Maryland Avenue (now Chambers Street)
in a house that backed up to the old
parsonage. Despite this connection to
Bethesda, Planner never joined the WSCS
until 1963, just at the time the group was
experiencing its existential crisis. Planner
was an independent and outspokenwoman
who balanced her family life – husband Bill
and two daughters – with work at
businesses around Preston. In that respect,
she straddled the generations, and thus
social attitudes, in a way that few of the
other women of Bethesda’s Society could
claim todo.Whenshe joined theSociety she
must have seemed like a Godsend.
Unsurprisingly, just two years later she was
elected president for the first of two
consecutive terms.
Planner’s first several meetings as

president touched on issues raised in
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Summoned to aNewAge.Oneof theprograms
provided in the book related to celebrating
the WSCS’ twenty-fifth anniversary.
Bethesda’s women had always had a strong
sense of history, and had commemorated
similar milestones with great emotion and
pomp in previous eras. Programs at
meetings in the previous year and a half had
also riffed on Bethesda’s history in order to
deepen members’ spiritual connection to
the church and Society. All this culminated
in a ceremony in September 1965 at which
Bethesda’s surviving WSCS charter
members were recognized, and an account
of the work of the previous twenty-five
years was given. In a nod to past
anniversaries, two of the late Lillian Collins’
poems were read. In the context of the
Society’s present troubles, the event was
probably most notable for having several
guests present, womenwhowould go on to
shape the future of Bethesda’s WSCS and
its successor organization, the United
Methodist Women, as well as the church
more generally. Among those women were
Mrs. Evelyn Williamson, Mrs. Glenn
Pippin, andMrs. Al Turner. Their presence
demonstrated palpably that the New Age
had arrived, although it was unclear then
exactly what form it would take.
A less obvious manifestation of the

directives from Summoned were, in
September 1965, the rescheduling of circle
meetings, and, in October, the suspension
of monthly refreshments. Also in October,
Mrs. Robert Stanton delivered an elaborate
presentation entitled, “Where the Women
Are?” Secretary Doris Voshell described
the scene: “She had a chart with 2 circles –
one representing the small world around us
& the larger one thewholeworld around us,
with a cross in the middle for a compass.
The eight points leading from the cross
were (1) church (2) chart (3) change (4)
community (5) Christian (6) citizen (7)
commission (8) challenger.” Voshell
concluded from the program that that “We
as women should accept the challenge of
the church & go the second mile.” Several
months later, in May 1966, the theme

Top: Bill (1922-1993) and Trudy Planner
(1920-2008) in 1946; Bottom, Trudy Planner,
c.1970. Images courtesy of Beth Trice Carmean.

appeared again, this time as part of a pledge
service. As Voshell explained, the leader,
Queenie Lomax, told “us again the purpose
of our WSCS & how our monies are used.”
These were important exhortations for
members struggling to maintain interest in
the Society.
The future was on the Society’s mind in

otherways in 1966. In JanuaryMrs.Howard
Harris presented on “The Space Age” –
another dimension of life in the 1960s that
had implications for Christianity. InMarch,
the Society explored a different final
frontierwhenMrs.RuthChristopher gave a
talk about the history and beliefs of the
Evangelical United Brethren Church,
which denomination would merge with
Methodism in 1968 to form the present
United Methodist Church. Of the merger,
Christopher noted “how we are similar in a
lot ofways,” but that thingswere “still in the
talking stage” with many “problems to be
solved.” The WSCS was much the same.
By themid-1960s Bethesda’s women had

found a way to extend the life of their
society in the short-term. Partly the group
had received a lift with the arrival of Trudy
Planner. Shewas exactly the kind ofwoman
that WSCS membership committees all
across the country were desperate to locate
in the mid-1960s, a transitional figure who
could usher in the New Age while still
preserving the best aspects of the past. The
questions remained, however, whether the
existingmembershipwould stay committed
to their work; whether other new women
would appear to shoulder the burdens of
that work and take the reins of leadership;
and whether the Society in general would
embrace a commitment to the modern
ideals and programof the national office, or
choose a more insular path. And all of this,
even as American Society continued
radically transforming through the end of
the decade. The overriding imperative for
the WSCS in the New Age would be to
figure out what role the Society would play
in it. Determining whether they were equal
to that challenge would be the hardest test
the group would ever face.
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