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Be joyful always; pray
continually; give thanks
in all circumstances, for
this isGod’s will for you
in Christ Jesus.
1 T h e s s o l o n i a n s
5:16-18

These three short verses
are some of my favorites in all of scripture.
We expect God to tell us to pray. After all,
it is howwemaintain relationshipwithGod.
But have you ever stopped to consider that
it is God’s will for us to be joyful and
thankful? God’s will? According to this
scripture, it is God’s will for us to be both
joyful AND thankful.
John Ortberg wrote a wonderful book

called The Life You’ve Always Wanted. It is all
about spiritual disciplines (or habits) that
help us to grow in our relationship with
God. Hewrites chapters about all the usual
things we might expect, like prayer, Bible
study, and worship, just to name a few. But
in an unexpected turn, he also names joy as
a spiritual discipline (or habit). He remarks
that so many Christians are joy-challenged.
Howcan thatbe, hewonders,whenwehave
the best news in the world, the gospel of
Jesus, which proclaims that we are all saved
by grace, forgivenofour sins by grace, given
abundant lifehereonearth, and thepromise
of eternal life someday?How is it thatwe are
more often gloomy than joyful? Good
question, when you think about it. And in
the scripture quoted above, we are
commanded to be joyful. Joy is not
dependent on our circumstances. It is
dependent on knowing who we are in
Christ. Happiness comes and goes with our
circumstances. But joy, the true joy that
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PASTOR'S MESSAGECOMMUNITY OUTREACH THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
THANKSGIVING AND CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS
Thanksgiving and Christmas is a time for us to help Preston Elementary School families

with food baskets and turkeys. Last year we did a total of forty families and we will probably
need to fix thatmany this year. For Thanksgivingwewould like to fix a box of the traditional
items for a dinner, turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes, gravy, cranberry sauce, canned fruit
and vegetables. It would be nice if we could also include peanut butter, jelly, and cereal and
snacks for the kids. Please consider the suggestions when you are doing your shopping.
Please bring all items in by Sunday, November 20 to be distributed that week.

MITTEN TREE
The mitten tree will be set up again to collect mittens, gloves, scarves, and hats for the

needy families of Caroline County. Please bring them in by Sunday, December 11, so they
can be delivered to St. Martin's Barn in Ridgely that week.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Once again we are filling shoe boxes with school supplies, toys, hygiene items, socks, and

whatever will fit in the boxes according to the Operation Christmas Child brochures
provided by Samaritan’s Purse (see list below). The boxes need to be in church no later than
Sunday, November 20, so that they can be blessed and delivered to the collection center.

GIFT SUGGESTIONS
•TOYS: Include items that childrenwill immediately embrace such as dolls, toy cars, stuffed
animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, balls, toys that light up and make noise
(with extra batteries), etc.

•SCHOOL SUPPLIES: pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, markers, notebooks, paper,
solar calculators, coloring and picture books, etc.

•NON-LIQUID HYGIENE ITEMS: toothbrushes, bar soap, combs, washcloths, etc.
•ACCESSORIES: t-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches, flashlights
(with extra batteries), etc.

•APERSONALNOTE:Youmay enclose a note to the child and aphotoof yourself or your
family. If you include your name and address, the child may be able to write back.

•DONOT INCLUDE: Used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives
or military figures; chocolate or food; out-of-date candy; liquids or lotions; medications
or vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans.

•Tues., Nov. 1—6:30 p.m.: Planning Team
meeting

•Wed., Nov. 2—6:00 p.m.: Choir Practice
•Mon. Nov. 7—6:30 p.m.: Planning Team

meeting
•Wed., Nov. 9—6:00 p.m.: Choir Practice

Wed., Nov. 9—6:45 p.m.: Bell Practice
Fri.,Nov. 11—ChargeConferenceReports

are due.
Wed., Nov. 16—6:45 p.m.: Bell Practice
Sun., Dec. 11—12:30 p.m.: Charge

Conference

NEWS BRIEFS

Continued Next Page
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Be careful for nothing; but in every
thing by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be

made known unto God.

Philippians 4:6

MONTHLY BULLETIN
The Circle of Concern is reserved for members and friends of Bethesda
who are unable to make it to church on a regular basis due to being
homebound, out of town, in the hospital, in the Armed Forces, etc.
Contact addresses are provided, and we hope readers will consider
sending a card or note to individuals on the list. New names may be
added to the list by contacting Glenda Griffin via email at
griffin4325@yahoo.com, by post at 4325 Blink Horn Road,

Hurlock,MD21643, or by phone at 443-521-2188. Please add only the
names of family members, and please ask their permission before submitting their names.
Submissions should include: Name, Postal Address, Reason for Absence (i.e., "in the
hospital," "in the military," etc., and Expected Duration of Absence.

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

Betty Hinnershitz
(410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.

Gloria Trice
(410-673-7339)
21850 Water St.

Jack & Dot Lane
(410-673-2256)
PO Box 253

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

DeSales Callaghan
(410-673-7005

22111 Gannon Drive

NURSING HOMES

The Pines
610 Dutchman's Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
Room 322

OUT OF TOWN

John Legates
505 Academy St.

Cambridge, MD 21613

C
IR
CL

E O
F CONCERN

comes from knowing who we are as
children of God, well, that news should
have us shouting from the rooftops!
Having an attitude of gratitude is also a

spiritual discipline and an admonishment
from scripture. As we look ahead to
celebrating Thanksgiving, let us all be
looking for the many blessings that are
around us every day. It is a matter of having
eyes to see.And it is up touswhatwechoose
to see. If you want to see only the negative
in life, and in other people, that is what you
will see. But if you are looking for reasons to
be thankful, youwill see them. I read a book
a couple years ago with my women’s Bible
study group, called One Thousand Gifts. The
author challenged us to write down our
blessings every day. As we start actively
looking for things to be grateful for, we’ll

PASTOR'S MESSAGE (cont.)

WEEKLY INCOME: OCTOBER 2016
Date
10/2
10/9
10/16
10/23
10/30

Attendance
33
58
46
29
46

Plate
$743.00
$593.00
$656.00
$473.00
$322.00

Envelopes
$465.00
$727.07
$374.00
$470.00
$1,080.00

Total
$1,208.00
$1,320.07
$1,030.00
$943.00
$1,402.00

Statistics

•Required Income According to Budget
(5 weeks @ $1,544 per week): $7,720

•Actual Income: $5,903.07
•Average Weekly Income: $1,228.55
•Average Attendance: 45
•Per Capita Income: $27.26

Autumn

As autumn’s work begins to creep
Among the verdant green,

Vibrant colors, a secret revealed,
Are to the eyes now seen.

Winds swirl leaves of various hues,
Down unto the ground,

Where little children can scamper and
kick,

To make a crunchy sound.

Winter winds then assail
Fall's fading final curtain,

But dormant branches will bud again,
Of that you can be certain.

By Nancy Marie

find them. I am grateful for a hot cup of tea
in the morning, changing fall leaves, and a
nip of coolness in the air. I am also grateful
to be serving you and serving God at
Bethesda. I look forward to discovering the
many ways we will be blessed as we go
forward together in this new season of
ministry. Joy and gratitude are part of our
witness as believers. And besides that, they
are good medicine for the soul.
Happy Joyful Thanksgiving!

Blessings,
Pastor Linda



3THE BETHESDA BUGLE NOVEMBER 2016

NEWS & NOTICES

IN MEMORIAM: ROGER RIMA
Roger D. Rima, Sr. died on Tuesday,

October 4, 2016 at the University of Maryland
Shore Medical Center at Easton. He was 84.
Born on Feb. 9, 1932, in Decorah, Iowa, he

was the sonof the lateRogerB.Rima andSadie
Headington Rima.
He was married to the former Eris Peterson

in 1956 and they lived in Cape St. Claire and
Annapolis, before moving to Easton.
Roger was employed at IBM for 27 years.

After retiring, he worked at the Chesapeake
Center, Maryland Delmarva Community
Services andChesterwyeCenter, Inc., working
with adults with disabilities, serving as a legal
guardian during this time. He was an active

member of the Arc, serving as the president for a time. He was a member of the Bethesda
United Methodist Church in Preston, where the congregation became his family.
Roger lovedhis family above all.He also loved theChesapeakeBay andwas a skilled carver

of beautiful decoys. Roger and his wife did everything as a couple. They enjoyed taking long
car rides and just spending time together.
He is survived by his wife of 62 years, Eris Rima; three sons: Roger D. Rima, Jr., Kyle W.

Rima (Marlyn) and Sean K. Rima (Siria); three grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.
A service was held on Sunday, October 16, 2 p.m. at the Bethesda United Methodist

Church in Preston.Memorial contributionsmay bemade to theBethesdaUnitedMethodist
Church, 155Main St., Preston,MD21655 or Chesapeake Center, 713Dover Road, Easton,
MD 21601. For online tributes, please visit www.fhnfuneralhome.com.
Thank You, Lord, for hope in times of despair … for light in times of darkness … for patience in times

of suffering … for assuring me that with You all things are possible.

Planning for the Future
This is what the Lord says: “Stand at the

crossroads and look; ask for the ancient
paths, ask where the good way is, and walk
in it, and you will find rest for your souls.
Jeremiah 6:16
A new Planning Team started meeting in

October. After the series of congregational
meetings in September, we’ve compiled all
your input, and the Planning Team is busy
considering it. We are carefully and
prayerfully asking God to show us the
“good way” for us as a church. Please pray
for this team as it continues its work over
the coming weeks. We hope to have a plan
for 2017 by the end of this year.

The 15-Minute Difference
Thismonth, we will wrap up our worship

series on A Disciple’s Path. We’ve been

looking at the commitment we make in a
United Methodist Church to support the
church with our prayers, presence, gifts,
service and witness. Some of you took the
15-Minute Challenge: to spend fifteen
minuteswithGod every day through prayer
and Bible reading. Prayer and Bible reading
form the foundation of who we are as
Christians and as the church. Some of you
have already shared with me how this small
commitment is changing your life! Praise
God!Keep it up!Whenwe finishwhatwe’re
currently reading (the gospel of John), we’ll
start on another book of the Bible. Stay
tuned!

Give Thanks!
Thank you to all who serve so tirelessly in

this congregation. I am especially grateful
this month for all those who came out on

MORE FROM PASTOR LINDA
CleanUpDay, and for all those who started
cleaning up prior to that day. We’ve also
gotten carpets cleaned!We’re looking good!
Thanks, too, to the Homecoming Team.

What a great day. Thanks to all who helped
put the service together, created the
bulletin, and all who brought delicious food
for the meal afterwards. What a great time
of fellowship!
We had two special offerings in October,

one for World Communion Sunday and
one for UMCOR (United Methodist
Committee on Relief). Both were
supported generously by our congregation.
Thanks for going above and beyond the call
to help others!

All Saints' Day – November 6
All Saints' Day is commemorated by the

church on the first Sunday ofNovember. It
is a time forus to remember thosewe’ve lost
as a congregation over the past year. But it
is also a time to remember who we are. My
friend and colleague, Rev. Bill Green, at
Christ UMC in Salisbury, writes this: “All
Saints’ Day reminds us that our God is a
God who gives us life. It reminds us that
Jesus came to free us from the prison of sin
and death and promises us life everlasting
when our days on earth are done. This
special moment in the church year gives us
anopportunity to thankGod for the lives of
those who have touched our lives. It also
gives us an opportunity to remember, in a
special way, those who have passed on
during the last year.” Please join us on
November 6 for a special time of
remembrance: of those we’ve lost, and of
who we are as a resurrection people.

Want to Become a Member of
Bethesda UMC?

On November 20, we will take in new
members. If you aren’t a member, why not
consider joining the church? Please contact
Pastor Linda by November 13 if you are
interested.

Immanuel Lutheran Church will hold its
annual bazaar on Saturday, Nov. 12,

from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
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NEWS & NOTICES
YOUTH BONFIRE AT PECOMETH

Bethesda sent a group toCampPecometh's youth bonfire on Sunday,October 30. Several
hundred youth from across the Peninsula-Delaware Conference attended the event, which
included hayrides around the camp and singing around a campfire, with s'mores. The
unusually warm weather on the day made for a very pleasant experience. Above, from left,
Nick Satchell, SueCheezum, Pastor Linda, Eric Cheezum, and Jill Cheezum take a selfie out
on the fishing pier. At right, the group poses next to the cross that adorns the open-air
amphitheater on the riverfront. This event was preparatory to the Youth Rally in January,
and it is hoped that more of our youth will be able to take part then. Special thanks are due
to Pastor Linda for driving us to Centreville!

Eric Cheezum

UPCOMING EVENTS AT BARRATT'S CHAPEL
Celebrating Asbury 200

This yearmarkes the 200th anniversary of
the death of Francis Asbury. On Sunday,
November 13, the public is invited to two
special events to celebrate his life.
From 2:00 to 4:00 in the afternoon there

will be an open house at the Benjamin
Coombes House, located at 7320 Burnite
Mill Road, west of Felton, Delaware.
Although the Coombes family were
Quakers, they befriended Asbury, inviting
him to staywith themand to use their house

as apreachingplace.Thepresentowner, Joe
Hughes, has preserved much of the home's
original appearance, and welcomes visitors
to tour the property. At its meeting in June,
the Peninsula-Delaware Conference voted
to designate the Coombes House as a
Conference Historic Site, and it is now
#512 in the national listing of Methodist
historic sites. During the open house, Mr.
Hughes will be presented with a bronze
plaque marking the historic site.
At 4:00 Barratt's Chapel will host the

annual service commemorating the
meeting of Asbury and Thomas Coke there
inNovember, 1784. The speakerwill beDr.
John Wigger, Professor of History at the
University of Missouri. Dr. Wigger is the
author of a widely acclaimed new
biography,American Saint: Francis Asbury &
the Methodists.

Christmas at Barratt's
•Sunday, December 4, 5:00 p.m.
Lessons & Carols, with a consortium

choir under the direction of Dr. James
Wilson

•Wednesday, December 14, 6:30 p.m.
A Christmas Concert by “The
Reminders”

•Christmas Eve, 5:00 p.m.
Candlelight Communion Service led by
Bishop Peggy Johnson

Coombes House

Barratt's Chapel Festooned
for the Christmas Season
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TRUNK OR TREAT
NEWS & NOTICES

Over the course of the last few months
Bethesda has undertaken a number of
activities that have required alot of help.
Thanks are due to everyone who has
jumped in to lend a hand in any way.
We would like to offer special thanks to

Nancy Seaman for keeping up with the
bulletin boards; Carol Miller for her
gardening talents; everyonewho helped out
with the Homecoming luncheon; Mike
Clough for taking on the role of point
person for theTrunkorTreat, andeveryone
who helped with the church clean-up last
month. It would not be possible to keep
Bethesda going without everyone in the
congregation giving so generously of their
time. Thank you!

"Imet those of our
Society who had
votes in the
ensuing election,
and advised them,
1. To vote,
without fee or
reward, for the
person they judged
most worthy; 2.
To speak no evil

of the person they voted against; and 3. To take
care their spirits were not sharpened against
those that voted on the other side."

John Wesley
October 6, 1774

SOME METHODIST OBSERVATIONS AS WE GO TO THE POLLS

Donna Lane's recent sign has generated much
mirth in the community!

THANK YOU!

Scenes from this year's Trunk-or-Treat, closckwise from top left: Joyce Alderman prepares to hand out lots of candy; Mike, Amy, Wilson, and Griffin Clough
dress up as a circus – and win the prize for best-decorated trunk; Danny Morris and Donna Lane show off their Halloween disguises; and Glenda Griffin

and grandson Jonathan prepare for scares!
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UPCOMING FREE CONCERTS
AT BETHESDA

Sunday,November 20 at 4:00p.m., in the
Sanctuary: a recital of works for classical
guitar and trombone, by Salisbury
University professors Danielle
Cumming, Lawrence Knier, and William
Folger. This event is free and open to the
public. See inset this page.

Saturday, December 3, at 7:00 p.m., in
the Fellowship Hall: once again the
CRHS Jazz Band will entertain us with
jazz standards and a few seasonal
selections. The night will conclude with
carol singing. This event is free and open
to the public.

NEWS & NOTICES
SALISBURY UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS TO PERFORM RECITAL

AT BETHESDA NOVEMBER 20
Bethesda is thrilled to welcome three professors from the Salisbury University Music

Department for a recital of works for classical guitar and trombone. The concert is
scheduled for Sunday, November 20, at 4:00 p.m., in the church Sanctuary. Works will
include compositions by George Gershwin, Manuel Ponce, Paul Hindemith, andmore. A
performance of particular note for churchgoers is Bruce Stark's Gospel Song Fantasy for
Trombone and Piano.
Classical guitarist Danielle Cumming is a performer and teacher

whose performances have been broadcast in the United States and in
Canada on national television and radio. She has given recitals, taught
master classes, and served on international guitar competition juries in
North America and Europe. After a year of study in Spain, Danielle
released her solo CD, postcards, a recording of 20th century repertoire
with world music influences. Danielle holds a Doctorate in
Performance from McGill University and a Masters in Performance
from the University of Toronto, where she studied with the renowned guitarist Norbert
Kraft.Danielle is also a certified yoga instructor, and has created and taught yoga programs
to help musicians prevent injuries and handle performance anxiety.
LeeKnier relocated to theEasternShore followingacareer as amusic

educator in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. A graduate of both Temple
and Arcadia Universities, he earned degrees in Music Education and
Performance with concentrations in trombone and conducting. He is
presently conducting the Wind Ensemble at Salisbury University and
teaching courses in music and applied brass lessons. He has also served
as Interim Conductor of the Salisbury Symphony Orchestra, Assistant
Conductor of the New Jersey Youth Symphony Orchestra and
Assistant Director of Bands at Temple University. Formerly a trombonist with St. Peter
by the Sea Orchestra, he has also performed regularly with the Mid Atlantic Symphony,
Metro Lyric Opera Orchestra, Garden State Philharmonic, Main Line Symphony,
Brookdale Big Band, Tex Benecke and theModernaires and the Steel Pier ShowBand. He
has also toured with the Nelson Riddle Orchestra and the Glenn Miller Orchestra with
Buddy DeFranco.
William M. Folger, appointed to the music faculty in 2003, is a

conductor, pianist, andvocal coach.AsAssociateProfessor andDirector
of Choral Activities, he conducts the University Chorale, Chamber
Choir, and the University-Community Chorus. He teaches courses in
conducting, singer's diction, choral methods, class voice, choral and
musical theatre literature, and musical theatre workshop, and musical
theatre. He has directed Junior and Senior High School Choirs,
community andprofessional level choral ensembles, and several amateur
andprofessionalmusical theaterproductions inNewYork,Massachusetts,NorthCarolina
andWestVirginia.As a collaborativepianist, hehasperformedwith instrumental andvocal
artists in New York, Massachusetts, North Carolina, and West Virginia. Dr. Folger is a
graduate of the State University of New York at Fredonia and Ithaca College, where he
majored in Music Education, Music Therapy, and Conducting (MM). He received his
Doctorate of Musical Arts in Conducting from the University of North Carolina at
Greensboro. He has taught on the faculties of Concord College, UNCG, Ithaca College,
Finger Lakes Community College, and Hobart and William Smith Colleges.

Over the course of the last month,
Bethesda has held special offerings for
World Communion Day Sunday (October
2) and UMCOR relief efforts following
Hurricane Matthew. World Communion
Day supports UMC efforts to provide
scholarships nationally and internationally.
The offering for that cause was $60.00. The
offering for UMCOR was $307.00.
Remember that every penny of your
donations goes to support Methodist
causes. Thank you for your generosity!

UMCOR & WORLD
COMMUNION DONATIONS

HISTORY & ARCHIVES NEWS
We are very happy to report that Rev.

Joan Wolff has donated to the church
archive a sizeable collection of materials
relating to her pastorate at Bethesda. A
significant portion of the donation includes
a virtually complete set ofbulletins covering
Rev. Wolff's tenure (2004 to 2010) – thus
the archive now contains a nearly unbroken
run of bulletins from 2004 to the present.
TheHistory &Archives Committee wishes
to thank Joan for her generosity and loyalty
to Bethesda.
As always, if anyone has artifacts of any

kind please get in touch. Very gradually we
are filling in gaps in the church's historical
record, and we cannot do it without help
from the congregation.

Eric Cheezum
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Bethesda held its 231st anniversary and annual Homecoming
celebration on Sunday, October 9. Although the weather was
inclement, the congregation and many visitors braved the
conditions to take part. The theme this year was "A Kingdom
that Cannot Be Shaken," and, as part of the festivities, Bethesda
recognized the contributions of women to Christianity and to
Methodism.2016marksnotonly150years since the firstwoman
was ordained in Methodism, but also sixty years since women
received full clergy rights in the Methodist Church.
In honor of those important milestones, we were delighted to

have all three of Bethesda's woman pastors leading the service,
with Rev. Joan Wolff delivering the sermon, and Revs. Karen
Handy andLindaPeveyoffering reflectionson their experiences
as women in ministry. Rev. Handy also provided special music.
In her sermon, Wolff celebrated women in the pulpit, but

explained that distinctions should not matter among Christians:
"It is not," she said, "based on who I am, whether I'm a female
or a male, whether I'm in the pulpit or in the pew. It does not
hinge on whether I have more prominanece than someone else,
because I have none. The only claim I have is that I love my lord, Jesus Christ. He has called me, and he has made me a child of his, because
I signed on to a kigdom that cannot be shaken, through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ."
Bethesda received salutatory letters from both Bishop Peggy Johnson and District Superintendent Shirlyn Brown in the lead-up to

Homecoming. These letters were read aloud by Jill Cheezum and Wanda Prothero, respectively, and they are reprinted below. For those
whomissed the service, all threeministers' addresses can be heard at the church's website, along with Rev. Handy's performance of "Here's
My Heart, Lord." A transcription of Rev. Pevey's reflection appears in this issue, with the others to follow in subsequent issues.

The United Methodist Church 
The Philadelphia Area Episcopal Office 

(Eastern Pennsylvania and Peninsula-Delaware Conferences) 
Bishop Peggy A. Johnson 

P.O. Box 820 
Valley Forge, PA  19482-0820 
(610) 666-1442; FAX: (610) 666-9181 

 
 
 

 
October 3, 2016 
 
Rev. Linda Pevey 
Congregation and Friends 
Bethesda UMC 
PO Box 147 
Preston, MD  21655  

Dear Pastor Linda and Congregation, 

“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give thanks, 
by which we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe;” Hebrews 
12:28,29a 
 
Congratulations to the Bethesda UMC family on this anniversary!  How God must 
delight in 231 years of speaking truth in love.  The sacrifices made for this moment in 
time are indeed monumental and so worthy to be praised.  
 
I read in the history of your church the prophetic words of your church historian from the 
1950s: “As we rejoice in the achievements of this day let us realize that there are new 
challenges and opportunities in the tomorrow.”  The words “rejoice” and “realize” fit 
perfectly into the message you will receive today.  When you know Jesus as your Lord 
and Savior, and when you realize that you worship an unshakable God, you will rejoice 
with a heart filled with gratitude.  You will be challenged to share the Gospel in ways 
you may never have imagined before.  The substance of God’s unshakable kingdom will 
anchor you in this shakable and breakable world. 
 
May you continue to move into deeper walks with Christ and pursue worship and growth 
together seeking God’s wisdom and vision daily. 
 
Rejoicing with you, 

 
Bishop Peggy A. Johnson 
    

 
 

 
 

The Easton District 
Peninsula-Delaware Conference 
Of the United Methodist Church 

 
 “Victories Don’t Happen by Accident” 

 
 
 
 
October 9, 2016 
 
Bethesda United Methodist Church 
Preston, MD. 
 
RE: 231st Church Anniversary 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
Congratulations on celebrating 231 years of ministry in Preston, Maryland. My 
sisters and brothers in Christ you have come this far by faith, and what a 
testimony to your love of Christ, which is manifested on your church anniversary.  
Today October 9, 2016, Bethesda honors their legacy and the history of women in 
ministry. Glory be to God. 
 
As you celebrate the many years of women in ministry, we on the Easton District 
reflect on the gifts and graces of the women clergy who have been pastors of 
God’s flock. We thank pastors Rev. Joan Wolff, Rev. Karen Handy, and Rev. 
Linda Pevey for their leadership and vision, as we work together to make 
disciples for Jesus Christ. 
 
The connection between and laity and clergy is a witness to your faith and the 
strong foundation of love established at Bethesda United Methodist Church. 
Again, we praise the Lord for the grace that abounds on this your 231st Church 
Anniversary. Let your love, grace, and mercy continue to be a beacon of light in 
Preston and Caroline County for another 231 years. Amen. 
 
 
The will of God be done, 
 
PASTOR B 
 
Rev. Dr. Shirlyn Henry Brown 
Easton District Superintendent 

 

Rev. Dr. Shirlyn 
Henry Brown,  
Easton District 
Superintendent 

 

DS E-mail: 
eastonds8@gmail.com 

 

 
Beth Stevens, 

District 
Administrator 

 

Office E-mail:  
eastondistrictoffice@

goeaston.net 
 

 
100 Peachblossom Rd. 

Suite 8  
Easton, MD  21601 

  
Phone: 410-770-9673 

Fax: 410-770-9678 
 

Web presence 
www.pen-del.org 

 
 

 

HOMECOMING 2016

From left: Rev. Joan Wolff, Rev. Pevey, and Rev. Karen Handy
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HOMECOMING 2016

Pastor Linda delivers the day's children's sermon.

SCENES FROM THE SERVICE AND LUNCHEON

Pastors and their families. Back row, from left: Rod Wolff, Barry Pevey, Chase Handy, Chris Handy.
Front row, from left: Revs. Wolff and Pevey, Carolyn Handy, Rev. Handy, and Collin Handy.

The cake!

Jill Cheezum reads the letter from the bishop.

Wanda Prothero reads the letter from the district
superintendent

A scene from the luncheon after service.
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My first real job when I finished college was at the Delaware
Department of Agriculture. I was the manager of the Plant Industry
section there for about four years, before I left that job to start my
own business working with farmers doing pest management and
fertility management.Well, one day while I was at theDepartment of
Agmy phone rang, and on the other end was a woman. She sounded
somewhat older to me, from her voice, and she said, "I would like to
speak to theman in charge." So I said, again, "Well, my name is Linda
Tower and I'm the manager of the Plant Industry section, how can I
help you?" She said, "No. How do I talk to the man in charge?" So I
explained that, well, I was the woman in charge, and what could I do
to help her? And a third time she insisted, "I
want to speak to the man in charge!" And I
said, "Well I'm very sorry, but there is no
man in charge. There is a woman in charge,
and how can I help you?"
Well, I don't remember what the

disposition of that was, but I just remember
her insistence on talking to the man in
charge. Well, in the Scripture that we just
read, there's little doubt that there was a
woman in charge. Scripture says Deborah
was the leaderof Israel at that time, andwhen
she tells Barak to go out and fight the army
becauseGodhas toldher that hewill give the
enemy over into their hands, he says, "Well,
I'll go if you go." And so sure enough
Deborah goeswith him and it happens just exactly as she prophesied,
and God gave the enemy army over into her hands. Victory was
indeed delivered into the hands of a woman.
Today as we celebrate sixty years of full clergy rights for women, it

is good to be reminded thatGodhas always raised upwomen leaders.
Sometimes we think it's a new phenomenon, but Scripture is very
clear that it isn't. Deborah's story certainly demonstrates that, and
there are many other strong, female leaders in the Old Testament.
And in his time, when Jesus came, he broke with tradition and with
culture of his day, to treat women with respect and dignity. He
challenged the status quo to show that womenwere just as important
asmen,whichwas really a novel idea at that time. But the early church
embraced that, and as you read theBook ofActs, which tells the story
of the early church, you will find the mention of many women who
were in important roles of leadership. People like Lydia, who led a

church in her home, Priscilla, who was a partner in ministry with her
husband, and with the great Apostle Paul. The early church truly
embraced the ideaof equal opportunity formen andwomen.Women
participated in large numbers in important positions of leadership in
the first couple of centuries of the church.
Now, that began to change in the fourth and fifth centuries for

social and political reasons that we don't have time to talk about right
now, but by JohnWesley's time, thanks tohismother's influence –his
mother, Susanna – John Wesley also put women in important
positions of leadership and authority. He wouldn't license them as
preachers, he couldn't quite bring himself to go that far, but he did

license them as exhorters, which really is a
distinction without a difference. And
women played important roles in the
buildingof thenewMethodistChurch in this
country.
So, as I reflect on this occasion, I am

inspired by the women who have gone
before me. I'm thankful for the pioneering
women who did not give up, though it
seemed as if success would never come. Yet
they paved the way for me, and for so many
other women who are now free to answer
the call to lead churches as God calls us. At
the two churches I've served as pastor I have
been blessed that there have been women
who have walked before me, because they

have made the path easier for me. They have broken through that
barrier so that it was easier for me to serve in ministry. And I thank
my two colleagues here today, Pastor Joan and Pastor Karen, for the
pioneering ministry that they had here at Bethesda. And, you know,
in the United Methodist Church now at least twenty-five percent of
the clergy are women, and so it really begs the question: what would
we do without the female pastors in the church?
As awoman inministry, I certainly can say yes,wehave come a long

way, but I can also tell youwe have a longway yet to go. And so I pray
for the day when I and all the women, all my female colleagues will
be judged on their performance and not on their gender. Jesus Christ
expects no less from us. As the great Apostle Paul once said, in his
letter to the church in Galatia, really celebrating their status in God's
eyes, Paul said, "There is neither JewnorGreek, neither freenor slave,
neither male nor female. You are all the same in God's eyes." Amen.

HOMECOMING REFLECTION – REV. LINDA PEVEY
At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. She used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and
Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to her for judgment. She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from

Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, “The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you, ‘Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand
from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his
chariots and his troops; and I will give him into your hand.’” Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, I will go; but if you will not go with me,
I will not go.” And she said, “I will surely go with you; nevertheless, the road on which you are going will not lead to your glory, for the Lord will

sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.” Then Deborah got up and went with Barak to Kedesh. (Judges 4:4-9)

HOMECOMING 2016
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Habakkuk is the 8th of
the 12minorprophet
books in the Old
Testament. As are
many of the minor
prophet books,
Habakkuk is often

overlooked and not read.
Habakkuk wrote his book after the fall of
the northern kingdom of Israel, but before
the kingdomof Judah fell. He predicted the
attack of the Babylonian empire, which
happened in 605 B.C.
In his book, Habakkuk records the

conversation between him and God.
Habakkuk questions God and complains,
asking how long God will continue to
ignore his cries for help for the nation of

Judah. God goes into lengthy explanations
of the processes He will put into place to
accomplish His will. God lets Habakkuk
know that all will be well in the end, that He
will exact His judgment, but that it will be
well in the end. God is preparing to do
magnificent things that the nation of Judah
has not seen before. He tells Habakkuk in
verse 1:5, “Look at the nations andwatch—
andbe utterly amazed. For I amgoing to do
something in your days that you would not
believe, even if you were told.” How
exciting to imagine that God will be doing
something so amazing that Habakkuk
would not believe if it even if he was told…
hewould need to see it in order to believe it.
It would be interesting if an eye-witness
account were ever found that described
what amazing thing God did at that time.
In God’s part of the conversation, His

power andmight are evident inmany of the
things He says. Habakkuk begins to realize
that God will answer his questions and
complaints and he need not question the
how or when; he just needs to rely on God.
Whenwe start to think like Habakkuk, with
questions of “why do you make me look at
injustice? Why do you tolerate wrong," we
can remember that God’s power andmight
are still evident in this world. God is still on
the throne and still in control, we just need
to rely on Him for the perfect timing and
way.
The final chapter ofHabakkuk, chapter 3,

is a “song” or prayer. In it Habakkuk
replays his conversation and gives praise to
God for the answers He has given in the
past. It looks forward for answers thatGod
will give in the future. Additionally he gives
praise to God for being...God.
There are several verses in this book that

really stand out. The first has been
mentioned abovewhereGoddiscusses that
He will do amazing things that Habakkuk
would not believe if he were told. Verse
2:18 is also thought-provoking: “Of what
value is an idol, since amanhas carved it?Or
an image that teaches lies? For he who
makes it trusts inhis owncreation; hemakes
idols that cannot speak.” Of course, weStatue of Habakkuk by Donatello, in the

Museo dell'Opera del Duomo of Florence.

A WALK WITH THE MINOR PROPHETS: HABAKKUK

The Rev. Edgar
Sutton Mace served
Bethesda only for a
year, from 1890 to
1891, but his tenure
cast a long shadow,
with the purchase of
the parsonage on
Maple Avenue and
the establishment of

the Ladies' Aid Society. Born in Canada in
1859, Mace graduated from Drew
Theological Seminary and joined the
Wimington Conference (forerunner to the
present Pen-Del Conference) in 1885,
where he served for fifteen years. He
married Mary Esterley Richardson (born
1862) of Snow Hill in 1887, and they had
two sons, Calver Oram (1894-1967) and
William Clark (1890-1976). Mary was as
influential as her husband at Bethesda.
According to records, "Feeling the need of
such an organization, Mrs. Mace, our
pastor's wife[,] called ameeting of the ladies
of the church and through her efforts the
Ladies'Aid Society ofBethesdaChurchwas
organized."
In 1900 Mace transferred to the Central

New York Conference before becoming
Dean of Union College, in Barberville,

Continued On Page 13

PREACHER FEATURE:
REV. E.S. MACE (1859-1927)

The Maces and their sons: front row, from left,
Mary Mace, Edgar S. Mace; back row, from
left, Calver Oram Mace, William Clark Mace.
Image by kind permission of Mary Post.

Continued On Page 13
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WOMEN OF BETHESDA: A SPIRITUAL THANKSGIVING FEAST
Like most of our present holidays, until World War II

Thanksgiving was celebrated with little national fanfare. With the
exception of Easter, however, no holiday possessed more religious
significance forAmericans thanThanksgiving, andnoother holiday
at all connected more deeply with American identity. Thanksgiving
and its trappings therefore held special significance, even if it was
not observed in an explicitly religious context.Get your stuffing and
sweet potatoes ready, as we sit down for a Thanksgiving feast with
the Women of Bethesda!
Unlike Christmas, which was scarcely mentioned in records until

the 1940s, Thanksgiving received attention from the Ladies’ Aid by
the mid-1930s. In 1935 and 1936, the Aid served large turkey
suppers for the community as part of their ongoing fundraising
efforts. Although they took place in the first few days ofDecember,
and were not expressly connected to Thanksgiving in the minutes,
nonetheless it is hard not to see intimations of Thanksgiving in the
suppers. The menus for each dinner are preserved in the records:
turkey and hominy (husbands were volunteered to be “carvers”),
cranberries, candied sweet potatoes, cole slaw, peas, bread, and cake
– the only item missing was pumpkin pie! Unfortunately, though
seasonally appropriate the dinners earned unexceptional revenue,
and were discontinued after only the two instances.

Bethesda’s women observed Thanksgiving
with greater regularity and attention to its
spiritual importance in the 1940s. In
November 1942, the WSCS voted “that a
turkey weighing about 12 lbs be given to [the]
preacher’s family this Thanksgiving.” Three
years later, the Society’s November program
took Thanksgiving as its theme, with a prayer
and hymn of gratitude, and readings that
included “When the Frost is on the Punkin,”
by James Whitcomb Riley (1849-1916),
rendered by Mrs. Ellwood Wheedleton. In
November 1946 the monthly meeting began
with the reading of a “Thanksgiving Prayer”;
during the social program at the end of the
evening, “a puzzle of the Thanksgiving turkey
was worked by each member.” The social
program in November 1948 combined the
very chaste hymn, “Come, Ye Thankful

People, Come,” with a reading of Ernest Vincent Wright’s
humorous poem, “WhenFatherCarves theDuck.”The celebration
in 1949 was a little more patriotic: after a rendition of “We Thank
Thee Lord,” the women closed their meeting by singing “America
the Beautiful.” Twenty-one members were present that night, and
one imagines them, huddled around the piano in that drafty, old
Sunday SchoolRoom,memories ofwar fresh in theirminds, singing
fromtheheart of amberwavesof grain, pilgrim feet, andheroeswho
loved their country more than themselves, and asking earnestly for

God’s blessing to fall upon the country, the strains of their song
carrying on the wind in the night.
Thanksgiving received amore solemn treatment from the Society

in the 1950s. This should come as no surprise: more than any other
holiday on the calendar, Thanksgivingmeshedwith the civil religion
that reached its peak during the Truman and Eisenhower years.
Consider the language of the latter president’s proclamation for the
holiday in1954: “Early inourhistory thePilgrim fathers inaugurated

When the Frost is on the Punkin
by James Whitcomb Riley

When the frost is on the punkin and the fodder’s in the shock,
And you hear the kyouck and gobble

of the struttin’ turkey-cock,
And the clackin’ of the guineys, and the cluckin’ of the hens,
And the rooster’s hallylooyer as he tiptoes on the fence;
O, it’s then’s the times a feller is a-feelin’ at his best,

With the risin’ sun to greet him from a night of peaceful rest,
As he leaves the house, bareheaded,
and goes out to feed the stock,

When the frost is on the punkin and the fodder’s in the shock.

They’s something kindo’ harty-like about the atmusfere
When the heat of summer’s over and the coolin’ fall is here—
Of course we miss the flowers, and the blossums on the trees,
And the mumble of the hummin’-birds and buzzin’ of the bees;
But the air’s so appetizin’; and the landscape through the haze
Of a crisp and sunny morning of the airly autumn days
Is a pictur’ that no painter has the colorin’ to mock—

When the frost is on the punkin and the fodder’s in the shock.

The husky, rusty russel of the tossels of the corn,
And the raspin’ of the tangled leaves, as golden as the morn;
The stubble in the furries—kindo’ lonesome-like, but still
A-preachin’ sermuns to us of the barns they growed to fill;
The strawstack in the medder, and the reaper in the shed;
The hosses in theyr stalls below—the clover over-head!—
O, it sets my hart a-clickin’ like the tickin’ of a clock,

When the frost is on the punkin and the fodder’s in the shock!

Then your apples all is gethered, and the ones a feller keeps
Is poured around the celler-floor in red and yeller heaps;

And your cider-makin’ ’s over,
and your wimmern-folks is through
With their mince and apple-butter,
and theyr souse and saussage, too! ...

I don’t know how to tell it—but ef sich a thing could be
As the Angels wantin’ boardin’, and they’d call around on me—
I’d want to ’commodate ’em—all the whole-indurin’ flock—

When the frost is on the punkin and the fodder’s in the shock!

Mrs. Ellwood
Wheedleton

(1907-2003). Image
courtesy of Burton
Wheedleton.

Continued Next Page
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WOMEN OF BETHESDA: A SPIRITUAL THANKSGIVING FEAST
the custom of dedicating one day at harvest
time to rendering thanks to Almighty God
for the bounties of the soil and for His
mercies throughout the year. At this
autumnal season tradition suggests and our
hearts require that we follow that hallowed
custom and bow in reverent thanks for the
blessings bestowed upon us individually
and as a Nation. We are grateful that our
beloved country, settled by those forebears
in their quest for religious freedom, remains
free and strong, and that each of us can
worship God in his own way, according to
the dictates of his conscience. We are
grateful for the innumerable daily
manifestations of Divine goodness in
affairs both public and private, for equal
opportunities for all to labor and to serve,
and for the continuance of those homely
joys and satisfactions which enrich our
lives.With gratitude in our hearts for all our
blessings, may we be ever mindful of the
obligations inherent in our strength, and
may we rededicate ourselves to unselfish
striving for the common betterment of
mankind.” Accordingly, the Society’s
November 1954 program was called “A
Spiritual Thanksgiving Feast,” and
featured, besides the usual hymns and
readings, a “spiritualmenu” and“members’
anecdotes reflecting why they had been
granted God’s blessings.” The secretary,
Mrs. Lois Hall, evidently considered the
program important, as she pasted it into the
record books for posterity.

The Society's observance of Thanksgiving
in November 1956 was even more deeply
rooted in the hearth than ever before. That
year, the group’s devotional included
comments by Mrs. Clifford Jeffers on
“Thankfulness,” and a reading of Harriett
Beecher Stowe’s story, “How We Kept
Thanksgiving at Oldtown.” To conclude
the devotional, Mrs. A.T. Blades presented
members with “[l]ittle corsages filled with
corn,” and the service ended with “each
member’s expression of why she was
thankful.”
The Stowe reading was, in fact, a chapter

excerpted from that author's 1869 novel
Oldtown Folks, a partially autographical
account of her NewEngland childhood. In
it, Stowe called Thanksgiving the “king and
high priest of all festivals,” and her story
evoked both the rustic and the religious
themes of the holiday. Consider this
passage: "When the appleswere all gathered
and the cider was all made, and the yellow
pumpkins were rolled in frommany a hill in
billows of gold, and the corn was husked,
and the labors of the seasonwere done, and
thewarm, late days of Indian Summer came
in, dreamy and calm and still, with just frost
enough to crisp the ground of a morning,
but with warm trances of benignant, sunny
hours at noon, there came over the
community a sort of genial repose of spirit,
– a sense of something accomplished, and
of a new golden mark made in advance on
the calendar of life, – and the deacon began
to say to the minister, of a Sunday, ‘I
suppose it's about time for the
Thanksgiving proclamation.’”
Stowe’s comments on pies probably

connected especially well with Bethesda’s
increasingly liberated women. “The pie,”
she observed, “is an English institution,
which, planted on American soil, forthwith
ran rampant and burst forth into an untold
variety of genera and species. Not merely
theold traditionalmincepie, but a thousand
strictly American seedlings from that main
stock, evinced the power of American
housewives to adapt old institutions to new
uses. Pumpkin pies, cranberry pies,

When Father
Carves the Duck
by Ernest Vincent Wright

We all look on with anxious eyes
When Father carves the duck
And mother almost always sighs
When Father carves the duck
Then all of us prepare to rise

And hold our bibs before our eyes
And be prepared for some surprise
When Father carves the duck.

He braces up and grabs a fork
Whene’er he carves a duck
And won’t allow a soul to talk
Until he’s carved the duck.

The fork is jabbed into the sides
Across the breast the knife he slide
While every careful person hides
From flying chips of duck.

The platter’s always sure to slip
When Father carves a duck.

And how it makes the dishes skip!
Potatoes fly amuck!

The squash and cabbage leap in space
We get some gravy in our face
And Father mutters Hindu grace
Whene’er he carves a duck.

We then have learned to walk around
the dining room and pluck

From off the windowsills and walls
Our share of Father’s duck

While Father growls and blows and jaws
And swears the knife was full of flaws
And Mother laughs at him because

He couldn’t carve a duck.

Mrs. Lois Hall (image courtesy of Richard Hall).

huckleberry pies, cherry pies, green-currant
pies, peach, pear, and plum pies, custard
pies, apple pies,Marlborough-pudding pies
– pies with top crusts, and pies without, –
pies adorned with all sorts of fanciful
flutings and architectural strips laid across
and around, and otherwise varied, attested
theboundless fertilityof the femininemind,
when once let loose in a given direction.”
These sentiments neatly echoed themes
running through literature that the Society

Continued Next Page
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Who's
Who

At Bethesda?

Years ago a children's
TV program
featured a song with
these meaningful
words: "Make new
friends but keep the

old. One is silver and
the other gold." That is just

how we feel about members of our
congregation. To help us get better
acquainted with each other, we will
"interview" one person in the newsletter
each month.
This month, meet

our friend Carol
Miller. Carol is
married to John, has
two children Katie
and John IV, and has
five grandchildren.
She is originally
from Butler,
Pennsylvania, and has lived here on the
Eastern Shore of Maryland for nine years.
She worked as a teacher for thirty-six years,
mostly teaching third grade. She is presently
an active member of the Community Club
of Preston, as well as the Caroline County
Garden Club. In fact, Carol is a Master
Gardener. If you have ever wondered who
tends our beautiful church garden – it’s
Carol. This is a job that she especially
enjoys. She also loves to play golf, but
readily admits she’s a terrible golfer!
What brought Carol to Bethesda? About

five years ago her friend, Helen Fletcher,
invited her to attend.WelcomeCarol, we're
so happy to have you at Bethesda!

Nancy Seaman

Carol Miller

purchased from the national office of the
WSCS. Even Thanksgiving was an
opportunity to discuss the importance of
womanhood.
The last reference to Thanksgiving

appearing in Society records was in
November 1963, when it was announced
that a special Sunday service would take
place on November 24, with a guest
preacher present in the morning, and a
social hour and lunch to follow. That year,
Thanksgiving Day fell on November 28,
four days after this service, so the women
would have had to pull double duty in the
kitchen that week, preparing two separate
meals – presumably turkey with all the
trimmings. That they undertook this work
with no complaints attests to the
importance the holiday held for them.
In the event, 1963's Thanksgiving

celebrations tookplace in the shadowof the
assassination of President Kennedy, a
moment that portended America's loss of
innocence and the political and social

WOMEN OF BETHESDA (cont.)
upheavalof the restof thedecade.Although
Bethesda certainly continued to hold
Thanksgiving services, in keeping with its
gradual departure from other staple
religious subjects of the 1940s and 1950s,
the Society gave the holiday very little
attention. Partially that was because the
group's priorities were changing, but it was
also because the simple piety of the war
years and the civil religion of the 1950s was
becoming increasingly irrelevant in the
swinging 1960s and the cynical 1970s.
Though they defied such trends, Bethesda's
women nonetheless were affected by them.
Yet their reverence for this most

Americanofholidays liveson,not just in the
records they left behind, but in the love of
God, country, and hearth that they fostered
at Bethesda. In that respect, all of us who
have come after these women have joined
in the spiritual Thanksgiving feast that they
set – and there are few better legacies to
leave behind than that. Happy
Thanksgiving!

HABAKKUK (cont.)
know that we are not to worship idols, but this verse seems to offer an explanation of why.
God is of value and is The Creator, but what is man? Man has no value, on his own, to give
to anything that he has created and therefore his creations have no value. The onlyOnewith
value is God and His creations.
The last verses that really stand out are verses 16-18 in chapter 3. Two of these verses

incorporate a very tiny, but powerful word: yet. These verses are at the end of Habakkuk’s
song or prayer where he lists the devastation that will finally befall Babylon in the future.
After a thorough accounting of trials, Habakkuk states, “I heard [what God was doing] and
my heart pounded, my lips quivered at the sound; decay crept into my bones, and my legs
trembled. YET I will wait patiently for the day of calamity to come on the nation invading
us.” He goes on to say, “Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the
vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep
in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, YET I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God
my Savior.” Here we see, that even though Habakkuk’s own land and country have been
devastated, he will still rejoice in God, his savior, for deliverance from the enemy. How
delightful and encouraging it is to seeHabakkuk continue to praise andworshipGoddespite
the destruction around him. How great it would be if those around us would continue to
praise and worship God, despite the destruction around them.

Kari Farnell

PREACHER FEATURE (cont.)
Kentucky, in 1908. Towards the end of his life Mace joined the Oregon Conference, before declining health led him to retire to Pasadena,
California, in 1923. His obituary in the 1927 Oregon Conference Journal noted that "Brother Mace was a quiet, scholarly preacher,
characterized...as unusually sweet spirited, unselfish and optimistic" (p. 375). Mary Mace died in 1935.

FEATURES

Happy
Thanksgiving!
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