
TH
E BE HESDA

The Monthly Newsletter of

United Methodist Church

VIII:4 – JULY 2
017

1
1
1
2
2
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
4

5-6
6
7
7

New Members
Our Trustees are Busy
Sundaes on Sunday
Pastor's Message
Monthly Bulletin
Graduate Recognition
Summer Stewardship
VBS News
Cards of Thanks
Peach Festival News
Worship with the Wolskes
Bethesda on Parade
Father's Day
2017 Annual Conference
Women's Luncheon
Minor Prophets: Malachi
Pentecost

Bethesda welcomed four new members to its congregation on Pentecost: Sunday, June 4. Pictured above, from
left, are Pastor Linda, Carol Miller, Charlotte Nickerson, Cheryl Michael, Barry Pevey, and Membership
Secretary Eric Cheezum.

BETHESDA WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS

Sundaes on Sunday! We will have a Sundae
celebration after church on July 30 as we
wrap up VBS week. Plan to join us for some

ice cream and fun!

You’ve probably noticed there has been a lot
of activity around the church lately. We are in
theprocess of having all the exteriorwood trim
painted (except the bell tower). Themain front
entry (the tall wooden double doors) will also
undergo a face lift. Parts of the door frame and
part of one door are rotted andwill be repaired,
before everything is painted. The exit door
from the Fellowship Hall, which was
deteriorating, has been replaced with a steel
door. There are also some masonry repairs
coming up as part of this undertaking,
including repairing a crack in the front wall of
the Sanctuary and repairing the brick steps
leading to the front door.We are also replacing

the two air conditioning units that service the Sanctuary. The current units are quite old
(from the 70s, we’ve been told), and have been leaking coolant for at least a couple years.
Each time we have them charged, it costs about $1000. Time to replace them!
Due to its location andheight, thebell towerpaintingpresents several logistical challenges.

The Trustees continue to investigate the best course of action, which has not yet been
determined.
Thanks to the Trustees for their diligence in investigating, scheduling and overseeing all

these improvements!

OUR TRUSTEES ARE BUSY!

IN THIS ISSUE
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MONTHLY BULLETIN
The Circle of Concern is reserved for members and friends of Bethesda
who are unable to make it to church on a regular basis due to being
homebound, out of town, in the hospital, in the Armed Forces, etc.
Contact addresses are provided, and we hope readers will consider
sending a card or note to individuals on the list. New names may be
added to the list by contacting Glenda Griffin via email at
griffin4325@yahoo.com, by post at 4325 Blink Horn Road,

Hurlock, MD 21643, or by phone at 443-521-2188. Please add only
the names of familymembers, and please ask their permission before submitting their names.
Submissions should include: Name, Postal Address, Reason for Absence (i.e., "in the
hospital," "in the military," etc., and Expected Duration of Absence.

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

Betty Hinnershitz
(410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.

Gloria Trice
(410-673-7339)
21850 Water St.

AT HOME

Jack & Dot Lane
(410-673-2256)
PO Box 253

DeSales Callaghan
(410-673-7005

22111 Gannon Drive

NURSING HOMES

The Pines
610 Dutchman's Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
Room 322

C I
RC

LE
OF CONCERN

WEEKLY INCOME: JUNE 2017
Date

6/4

6/11

6/18

6/25

Attendance

40

33

36

39

Plate

$1,178.00

$330.00

$121.30

$240.00

Envelopes

$975.00

$612.00

$995.00

$745.00

Total

$2,153.00

$942.00

$1,116.30

$985.00

Statistics
•Required Income According to Budget
(4 weeks @ $1,663 per week): $6,652.00

•Actual Income: $5,196.30
•Average Weekly Income: $1,393.86
•Average Attendance: 46
•Per Capita Income: $30.35

ONE YEAR
LATER...

"For I know the plans I
have for you,” declares
the Lord, "plans to
prosper you and not to

harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future."

Jeremiah 29:11

Last week, I attended the Women’s
Luncheon at Suicide Bridge Restaurant
with sixteen other ladies from the church. It
was a wonderful time of fellowship, good
food, and fun! When the ladies gather,
Donna Lane always has a game for us,
usually having something to do with our
names. So if you hear us calling each other
Pasta, Pizza, Donut, Ice Cream,
Cauliflower, Jelly, or Jam…well, you just
had to be there!
With the Women’s Luncheon, I have

now experienced a full year of events and
activities at Bethesda: Peach Festival, VBS,
worship at the park, congregational
meetings, Homecoming, Trunk or Treat,
Advent, Candlelight Christmas Eve, Lent,
Shrove Tuesday, Ash Wednesday, Easter
Sunrise Service at the Choptank, Pentecost,
and so muchmore! What a year it has been!
This time last year, I was preparing to

preach to a congregation I had not yet met,
a daunting task. One year later, you feel like
family to me! We’ve experienced a lot
together over this past year, some real joys
and celebrations, and some losses. As I
reflect on the year that was, I can’t help but
look forward with anticipation and
excitement to the year ahead. We worship
the God of impossible possibilities, as we
are seeing in the stories of our spiritual

PASTOR'S MESSAGE

ancestors inGenesis.Whoknowswherewe
will be or what we will be talking about a
year fromnow!Well, God knows.We’ll just
have to be patient and trust, taking one step
at a time in obedience toGod’s plan for our
church.
Thank you for welcoming Barry and me

into this church family at Bethesda. We
can’t wait to see what blessings this next
year brings!

THAT WAS FUN!
June was a funmonth!We celebrated our

first Pentecost together, complete with
flame streamers and the welcoming of new
members! Thatwas quickly followed by our
participation in the Preston Fireman’s
Carnival Parade. That was really fun! We
gave out amountain of candy, and 300New

Testament Bibles, which included an
invitation to our upcoming VBS! We also
gave awayour leftover Pentecost streamers.
One little girl, with her hands full of candy,
threw it all down when I offered her a
streamer. Her mother and I were both
surprised! Thanks to everyone who helped
in any way! We keep looking for new and
creative ways to share the GoodNews, and
connect with and invite our neighbors to
come and see what’s happening at
Bethesda.

Pastor Linda

SPECIAL NOTE: Ladies interested in this
October's women's retreat can find a registration
form included as an insert in this issue.Questions?
Call the church office at 673-7538.
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On June 11, Bethesda recognized Nick
Satchell during service for graduating from
high school. The women of Bethesda gave
Nick a gift in honor of the occasion, and the
Outreach Team awarded him a $250 book
scholarship for use in college. Bethesda is
very proud of Nick and wishes him well as
he embarks on a new phase in his life at
Chesapeake College this Fall.

GRADUATE RECOGNITION

It’s a very exciting time for us with all
these repairs taking place. It is also an
expensive time for us. The projects we’ve
committed to total about $35,000. Thank
God the church has some savings that can
be used to do these needed repairs. But
these projects will take a big bite out of our
reserves.
We take this opportunity to thank you for

the faithfulness you’ve shown in your
giving. It is only through your generosity
that we are able to do these building repairs
and also continue to doministry in Preston.
We hope you will view these projects not as
expenses but as an investment in the on-
going ministry of Bethesda.
As summer moves into full swing, giving

tends to go down as people are away. As
much as it is possible, we encourage you to
be faithful in your giving during this time of
year so that we can continue to support the
many projects we have underway.

Pastor Linda

A NOTE ON SUMMER
STEWARDSHIP

CARDS OF THANKS
Wesincerely appreciate everyone in the

church and the Town of Preston during
the loss of our mother. Please thank
everyone for preparing such a nice
luncheon and for letting us share time
with our friends and family. She ismissed
so much and we appreciate everyone for
thinking of our family.

Bushey Wright & Family

Thank you for everything, with all of
the help for Youth Sunday, listening to
me ramble that day. Thank you for
allowing me into the church, and for
thinking of my future.

Nick Satchell

NEWS & NOTICES
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The Peach Festival is the big event of the year for Bethesda! It is our
main fundraiser of the year, and a great community event. Besides
that, it’s a lot of fun! Everyone can help, regardless of age. No
experience required! Contact Donna Lane to find out how
you can help.

HELP WANTED:We will set up the night before, August
11, at 6:00 p.m. If you can help, please tell Donna. We will also

need a clean-up crew for after the event.Other jobs includemanning thebake table,
working in the kitchen and at the beverage, food, and dessert windows, preparing
and distributing the chicken dinners, taking out the trash periodically, etc.
CHICKENDINNERTICKETSwill soon be available for sale. Please make

an effort to presell as many as possible, as it would be helpful to have as accurate
a count as possible going into the Festival. Dinner tickets in booklets of ten can be
obtained from Charlotte Nickerson by calling 410-943-1280. Each ticket is $9, and
dinners include Em-ing's Chicken (half a chicken), potato salad, and baked beans.
BAKED GOODS are really needed. Please make items for the bake table. "Peachy"

items are desirable, but cupcakes, cookies, and brownies also sell well. If you have any
questions about what you can contribute, talk to Sandy Bailey.

Donna Lane

Peach Festival
T-Shirts!

T-shirts advertising the Peach Festival
are available.
There are plenty
of large and extra-
large, but only one
XXL left. They are
100% ultra cotton
(Gildan brand) and
weareselling them
for $12. Buy one and show

your peach pride. Contact
Donna Lane.

Matt, Brittany, and Norm Wolske will
be bringing special music to our time of
worship on July 23. This is a musically
talented family. All three participate in
the music ministries at Christ UMC in
Salisbury. Matt and Brittany also share
their music outside of church as “North
Meets South.” Please join us on July 23
for this special time of music and
worship!

WORSHIP WITH THE WOLSKES

THE PEACH FESTIVAL FAST APPROACHES: AUGUST 12!

BETHESDA ON PARADE
Bethesda had an

entry in this year's
carnival parade (see
picture, at left). Eric
Cheezum drove,
while Violet
Cheezum and
Wilson Clough
threw candy, and
Pastor Linda, Amy
Clough, Mary
Cheezum, and Suzy
Staehlin distributed
320 copies of the
New Testament to
onlookers. (Picture
by Amy Clough.)

FATHER'S DAY AT BETHESDA

Father's Day was June 11, and Donna Lane
(top) saluted the men of the congregation with one of
her signature, useful gifts (this year it was a
flashlight!). Cheryl Michael marked the occasion
with a beautifully decorated, yet very masculine,
altar – including a mustache cup (bottom)!

NEWS & NOTICES
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This year, as we went “Down to the River to Pray,” both
thematically and literally at the Christina Riverfront, we experienced
worship atAnnualConference in newways.We combinedoneof our
worship service components (the Celebration of Ministry) into the
other services, so we had one worship service each day of
Conference. Sitting around tables allowed us to invite more
participation in worship, as members served one another
communion and participated in the Service of Remembrance by
dropping pebbles into bowls ofwater, reminding us of the impact the
deceased members still have on our lives. The visual displays
highlighted our theme of “Down to the River to Pray.”
In opening worship, the young people’s dance ministry from

Centennial UMC in Smyrna, called “Greater Is Coming,” led
the processional with ribbons. Following the dancers, a
deacon—Rev. Nancy Greenwell, carried the Bible,
Rev. Alexinia Seldon—a Licensed Local Pastor,
carried the cross, and Isaiah Embert, a young
adult lay person, carried the light. After a call
to worship and prayer, we celebrated the
different areas of ministry and the
ordination anniversaries, with Rev. Sally
Stewart and Karen Stigars-Jones reading
thenames.We thencelebrated the retirees,
with a video listing their years of service,
their favorite Bible verse, favorite hymn,
and last appointment.Weprayed for them to
find continued work for the Lord in their
retirement years.
Ourmusic forOpeningWorship cameunder the

direction of Rev. Kevin Benjamin. Following a couple
of music selections, Bishop Peggy A. Johnson preached on
the passage from Acts 16:13-15, where Lydia, the seller of purple
cloth, went down to the river to pray. The Bishop used “PURPLE”
as an acronym for her message. As a response to her message, we
shared an offering for our Congo Partnership and enjoyed a dance
offering by the young people from Greater Is Coming. Then, we
celebrated communion, using a Great Thanksgiving written by Rev.
Michael Johnson, and serving one another around our tables. This
opening celebration set the tone for the work of Annual Conference.
On Tuesday evening, we worshiped at the Ordination Service. We

remembered our own baptisms and celebrated the ministry of all the
baptized, from which clergy arise. The Conference Registrar, Rev.
Karen Dize, presented the candidates to be ordained—Rev. Eric
Warner, commissioned—Rev. Ronald Bell, Jr., Rev. Blair Hall, Rev.
David Ingalls, and Rev. Gary Priddy, and recognized as an Associate
Member—Rev. Yvonne Paxton. The Men’s Choir from Simpson
UMC ushered in the Holy Spirit through their music, especially their
song, “Down to the River to Pray,” featuring Paul Ford as soloist.
Bishop Gregory Palmer, from the Ohio West Episcopal Area,

brought the message, reminding us to listen to the voice of God,
calling us in the night. He preached from 1 Samuel 3, the calling of

Samuel while he served the priest, Eli. Bishop Palmer and Bishop
Fisher assistedBishop Johnson in theordination.After ordainingour
Elder, commissioning our Provisional Elders, and recognizing our
Associate Member, we offered our gifts to the Board of Ordained
MinistryScholarship Fund. Then, we remembered Elisha receiving a
double portion of Elijah’s spirit, as Rev. Dr. BoGordy-Stith read the
passage from2Kings 2:6-14, andRev.RonBell, Sr. passed themantle
to newly ordained Rev. Eric Warner. Bishop Johnson closed the
worship with an Invitation to Candidacy for Ordained Ministry and
we had two women respond to God’s call. Finally, on Wednesday
morning, we closed Annual Conference with our Service of
Remembrance. After a call to worship, opening hymn, and opening

prayer,we received thegift ofRev.TinaBlake,whoofferedher
gift in dance to “How Great Thou Art.” Rev. Timothy

Duffield read the names of the deceased as the bell
tolled in honor of each person. We also invited
people around the tables to drop a pebble in
the bowl of water on their table if they had
been touched by the ministry of the
deceased. As the water rippled, we
remembered that the person’s life
continues to impact our own, even after
they are gone. Rev. Ashley Jones offered
her gift of music in song, after we had
watched a video with pictures of the
deceased.Rev.Dr. SungHoBaebrought the
message on Paul’s thorn in the flesh, as he

shared his personal story of his mother’s
suffering. As the choir sang, “ThankYou,” Bishop

Johnson shared gifts with the families of the deceased.
After a closing hymn, benediction, and sending forth, our

worship and our Annual Conference, came to an end.
Wehope andpray that you experienced the presence ofGod—our

Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit—in our worship at Annual
Conference. We came down to the Christina River at the Chase
CenterRiverfront, topray, toworship, to experience community, and
to dialogue. We hope that you returned filled to overflowing with
God’s amazing grace and love.
Memorable points or quotes by Rev. Dr. Terry Teykl, guest

speaker:
“We’re not a hotel, we are a go-tell.”
“Before we are to talk to our neighbor about God, we need to talk

to God about our neighbor.” “Inch by inch we draw closer to God's
vision when we pray.”
"God lovesus, notbecausewe’re lovable, butbecauseGod is love.”
“We all have a name, a need, and a creed. It’s time to start learning

some names.”
“It's time to stop making God in our image and remember we are

made in God's.”

NEWS & NOTICES
REPORT ON 2017 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Continued Next Page



Get Your Ticket to the 2017 Sweet Life Cafe Women’s Retreat…While They Last! 
  

Register today for the 2017 Women’s Retreat on October 6 and 7 at the Holiday Inn Express in Bethany Beach, DE!  
You will love it!  

 
It will be a weekend to savor time with God and girlfriends, old and new! Together we’ll experience meaningful Bible 
studies, flavor-filled activities, and absolutely delicious fun! 

 
We’ll begin with dinner catered by My Turn to Cook on Friday, October 6 at 6:00pm, and we’ll finish by 3:00 pm on Sat-
urday, October 7. 
 
The registration fee is only $125 per person. This covers three delicious meals, plenty of snacks, fun and refreshing 
activities, all retreat materials, comfortable lodging (double occupancy), and a few surprises! There will even be time to 
take a stroll on the beach! 
 
Make your checks payable to Christ UMC, and give to Pastor Linda, along with the completed registration form. 
 
Take time to relax and refresh, make new friends, worship God, and savor your relationship with Jesus. Don’t miss out 
on the fun! Register today! 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name:______________________________ Address: ____________________________City, State: __________________________ 

Home phone: ________________________Cell phone: __________________________E-mail: _____________________________ 

Roommate: ____________________________________________ (If you don’t have a roommate in  mind, we will assign you one.) 
  
Food Allergies: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Emergency contact information: 

Name: _______________________________ Relationship:__________________________ Phone number:________________________ 

Registration Fee: $125 per person. Make check payable to Christ UMC and give to Pastor Linda with this form.   Full payment is due by 
September 1. 
 
Registration fees are non-refundable. You may transfer your registration to someone else if you are unable to attend. 

 Registration Form 
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NEWS & NOTICES

In legislative action the Conference:
Resolutions that were adopted as
presented:
R4 - RESOLUTIONONDELAWARE

CONFERENCE ACADEMY (UMES)
R5 - RESOLUTION ON THE

JOHNSON AMDENDMENT
R6 - RESOLUTION TO RETAIN

CURRENT GENERAL
CONFERENCE DELEGATES
R8 - RESOLUTION IN SUPPORTOF

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE FOR
NATIVE AMERICANS
R9 - RESOLUTION IN

RECOGNITION OF THE 500th
ANNIVERSARY OF THE
PROTESTANT REFORMATION
R12 - RENTAL/HOUSING

ALLOWANCES FOR RETIRED OR
DISABLED MINISTERS OF THE
P E N I N S U L A - D E L A W A R E
CONFERENCE
R13 - OFFSET RATE INCREASE

FOR HEATH/DENTAL INSURANCE
R14 - SETTING THE PRE-1982 PAST
SERVICE RATE
R15 - 2018 COVENANT FUNDING

PLAN RESOLUTION
Resolutions that were voted down:
R3 - REJECTING “RELIGIOUS

FREEDOM” AS A MEANS OF
DISCRIMINATION Resolutions that
were adopted with amendments:
R7 -RESOLUTIONFORREDUCING

HARM FOR LGBTQCHILDRENAND
YOUTH:Amendment -Replace line 45- 49
with the following: BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED that, where possible, United
Methodist Churches within the Peninsula-
Delaware Conference are encouraged to: a)
work with local schools to support
educational opportunities, best practices
for creating safe spaces, and policies for
reducing bullying,; and to b) support all
youth, including those who identify as
lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender, or
who question their sexual orientation or
gender identity; to the end that they may be
guided to accept God’s grace for
themselves, to profess their faith openly,
and to fully embrace and live out their true
identity in Jesus Christ.
R10 - RESOLUTION RELATING TO

COMPUTER NETWORK AND
INTERNET ACCESS POLICY: Replace
"sign" on line 16 with acknowledge
R11- RESOLUTION TO SET

MINIMUM SALARIES FOR
CALENDAR YEAR 2018: Replace "same
increase on line 12 with "similar increase"

and change "2.0% increase" to "2.6%
increase on line 9.
Offerings at Annual Conference:
• Clergy Assistance Fund $2,787
• 10,000 Churches $1,175
• Abundant Health Initiative $8,736
• Central Congo Partnership $12,565
• BOOM Scholarships $11,441
• Africa University $600
• Imagine No Malaria $507
• VIM $100
Grand Total $37,911
The currentmembership is 75,761, down

from 78,284 last year. Worship attendance
is up to 30,534, a slight increase from last
year. Church school attendance in down
this year, 7,559, compared to last year’s
8,409. The biggest increase this year was the
amount given to missions! This year, we
gave increased our giving by 21% and gave
a total of $3,042,067.
The 234th Session of the Peninsula-

Delaware Conference will convene onMay
31 - June 2, 2018 or at the call of the
President. The 234th Session of the
Peninsula-DelawareConferencewill return
to The University of Maryland Eastern
Shore.

REPORT ON ANNUAL CONFERENCE (cont.)

ANNUAL WOMEN'S
LUNCHEON

Bethesda's women held their annual
luncheon at Suicide Bridge Restaurant on
Tuesday, June 27. Seventeen ladies
attended. Pictured at left are, front row,
from left: Joyce Cohee, Pastor Linda
Pevey, Donna Lane, Eris Rima, and Patsy
Lord. Back row, from left: Patricia Larson,
Sandy Bailey, Linda Gadow, Gloria Truitt,
DorisGerlach, JoyceAlderman,Catherine
Wright, Brenda Baker, Mary Cheezum,
Miss Violet Cheezum, Wanda Prothero,
and Isabel Brannock. And a good timewas
had by all!
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FEATURES

I sit here with the plan to write a summary
about the last book of the minor prophets—
the book ofMalachi. What started forme as
a NewYear’s resolution to read through the
minor prophets has turned into an 18-
month journey; however, I am happy to have

completed at least one of my New Year’s
resolutions in my lifetime. Thank you for taking this

trip with me!
The book of Malachi was likely titled as such for its writer, but

since there is nothing known of a prophet namedMalachi, it may be
titled as such because Malachi means “My Messenger.” There are
differing thoughts on its title. Many scholars feel that it was written
around the same time as the books of Ezra and Nehemiah (post-
Babylonian exile) since the writing styles are so similar and
references to rulers and kingdoms are the same.
This last book of the minor prophets is one of reminders and

promises. The first twochapters talk aboutways inwhich thenation
of Israel has fallen and resumed their sinful ways. Malachi reminds
them specifically how they have fallen away from the will of God.
Since their return fromexile, they havemarried foreignwomenwho
have raised the households to believe in other gods. He further
brings to attention the fact that the men have committed adultery
against their wives and in some cases have divorced them. He
further chastises the priests, who are the moral compasses of the
nation, for allowing these things to take place.
After bringing to light these carnal sins, God, through Malachi,

reminds the people that they have also stopped tithing. He gives
examples of not only not giving, but even not giving the best. For
their sacrifices, Israeliteswere to present their BEST animals, crops,
etc. and they had stopped doing that. They would sometimes give
something, but keep the best for themselves. God calls themout on
that. He also reminds them that by doing that and by not tithing at
all, they are essentially stealing fromHim andHe is tired of it. Once
again God tells Israel that if they turn from their wicked ways, He
will again restore them to Himself.
To me, it is amazing the number of opportunities God gives for

change. To thoseHe loves,Heoffers timeand timeagain the chance
to change and turn back to Him. At some point; however, it will be
too late. Better to change sooner than to risk there being no more
chances.
Malachi goes on in chapters 3 and 4 to prophecy of what is to

come. God relays that He is sending a messenger who will make
clear the way for the Messenger of the covenant. In these verses,
Malachi is prophesying of John the Baptist who announces the
coming of the Messenger of the covenant, Jesus!
One of the verses that stands out to me is chapter 3, verse 10,

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food
in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if
Iwill not throwopen the floodgatesofheavenandpourout somuch
blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.” This is

where God had been reminding
Israel of the duty of tithing and
where He tells them that He will
reward their faithful giving. This is
a promise that my husband and I
cling to for our marriage and
finances. Even in the midst of
bankruptcy and inability to pay
some bills, we would always tithe.
We believe that because of this,
God was faithful to bring us
through that episode in our lives
and we even saw some great
surprises during that time when
money would appear on our
doorstep (almost literally) to help us
make it through.
With Malachi being the last book

of the Old Testament, several
authors have pointed out the stark
contrast between the first verse and
the last verse..
“Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning

God created the heavens and the
earth.” This was a beautiful and perfect relationship with God.
Malachi 4:6, “He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their

children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so that I will
not come and smite the land with a curse.”
The Old Testament begins with the magnificent power of God’s

creation and endswith fear and separation fromGod and in need of
a Savior. The Old Testament closes with a sad dreary
clunk...” (www.biblehub.com)

Kari Farnell

"Malichi, the prophet"
(c. 1900), by James Tissot

A WALK WITH THE MINOR PROPHETS: MALACHI

The Chancel is decked out for Pentecost, with special altar decorations by
Cheryl Michael, and "firey" fabric thanks to Suzy Staehlin.
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