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Soft Crab Sandwiches 

  
Hamburgers      Hot Dogs  

  
Peach Ice Cream    Peach Baked Goods 

  
Fresh Local Peaches 
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Bethesda United Methodist Church presents 

Seventeenth Annual  

Peach Festival 

Saturday, August 11, 9am–2pm 

Preston Fire Hall 
3680 Choptank Road  

  

Soft Crab Sandwiches 
 

Hamburgers      Scrapple Sandwiches  
  

Peach Ice Cream    Peach Baked Goods 

 
 

Fresh Local Peaches 
 
 

Em-ing’s Chicken Dinners  
(Available by pre-order at 410-943-6182) 

  

Live Music by North Meets South 
 

Lots of Vendors!  
FOOD! FUN! CRAFTS! MUSIC! 

Proceeds support the ministry of   
Bethesda United Methodist Church, 155 Main Street, Preston 

www. PrestonBethesdaUMC.org    
410-673-7538 

Join us on Sunday,
August 5 at 9:45 a.m.
for our VBS wrap-up
celebration! That's right,
we will have just one
service at this special
time, during which we

will feature stories from VBS, songs
from the children, and the theme
Bible verse they’ve learned.
Afterwards,wewill serve “Sundaes on
Sunday.” We’ll have an assortment of
ice cream, toppings, and whipped
cream so you can create your own
Sundae. What a great way to wrap up
VBS!

SUNDAES ON SUNDAY CHURCH PICNIC
This year's Church Picnic will take
place on Sunday, August 12, directly
after church, at Greg Turner's house.
Burgersandhotdogswill beprovided.
Bring a side and a swim suit!

Thanks to Pastor Linda's tenacity
and Choptank Electric's generosity,
Bethesdahas receivedan$800grant
to help upgrade the radiators in the
chapel!
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August Birthdays

You may add or remove someone from the prayer
list by contacting the church office. Additions
need not be members or attendees of the church.
Out of respect for individuals' privacy, please ask
permission before submitting their names.

Homebound/Sick
DeSales Callaghan, Jerry Alvey

At Nursing Homes
Virginia Quinton, Gloria Trice

Active Military and First Responders
Regan Edwards

Pastor Linda's Office Hours
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
These hours are subject to change at

short notice.

Church Office Hours
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. to noon

Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Pastor Linda
pastorlinda406@comcast.net

410-673-7538

Church Office
BethesdaChurchOffice@gmail.com

410-673-7538

There’s always
something you
can do!

Just as each of us has one body
with many members, and these
members do not all have the same
function, 5 so in Christ we who are
many form one body, and each
member belongs to all the others.
Romans 12:4-5
I love the image of the church as
the body of Christ! In both Romans
12 and 1Corinthians 12, there are
extensive discussions of how
individuals come together, in all
their differences, to form one body:
the body of Christ, the church. It is
no exaggeration to say that we all
have a place in the church, a place
that only we can fill, with our own
unique combinations of gifts,
interests, talents, and passions.
If you are struggling to figure out
where you fit at Bethesda, rest
assured that there is a special place
for you in the life of our church that
only you can fill. Maybe you are
creative. We always have a need for
peoplewho can take ideas andmake
them into actual things! Or maybe
you’re a techperson.Wehaveplenty
of opportunities for you to serve,
from projection at the 9:00 service,
to putting together videos of our
events. Maybe you like to garden.
We have shrubs to prune and
flowers to tend. Maybe you like to
act out stories or direct others in
bringing a story to life. Maybe your
love is singing or playing an
instrument. Or maybe it’s teaching
children or adults. Whatever you
like to do, whatever talents you
have, we need you in the body of
Christ called Bethesda to faithfully
live out our mission as the church.

PASTOR'S
MESSAGE

MONTHLY BULLETIN

continued next pagePatsy Lord August 6 Amy Clough August 10
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Got Dry Cleaning to Do? Why not try Skipjack Dry Cleaning, at 602 Ocean
Gateway in Cambridge? Recently the Farnells took some paraments in to be
cleaned and Skipjack did the job for free because we are a church! We really
appreciate their generosity. Send some business their way to say thanks!

NEWS & NOTICES

The Leap Froggers Club
meets on Sundays at
9:00am. Children
age 3 to 5th grade
are invited to
attend. Mrs.

Nancy Seaman, along
with a teamof dedicated helpers, leads
the club. Check it out on Sunday.
Parents, bring your kids for Leap
Froggers and join us in the Chapel for
an uplifting time of contemporary
worship.

TAKE A LEAP OF FAITH

2018Women’s Retreat
Sea Side Escape

Bask in God’s presence at the 2018
Women’s Retreat, on October 12 and
13, at the Holiday Inn Express, in
Bethany Beach, DE! It will be a
weekend to slow down, wiggle your
toes in the sand, and just bask in the
warmth of God’s love and the
fellowship of other women! Together
we’ll experience meaningful Bible
studies, flavor-filled activities,
absolutely delicious food, and
hilarious fun! There will even be time
to take a stroll on the beach!
We’ll begin with dinner on Friday
evening at 6 PM (catered by “MyTurn
to Cook”) and conclude by 4 PM on
Saturday. The cost is only $125 per
person, which covers three delicious
meals, fun and refreshing activities,
and comfortable lodging! Payment is
due by August 30. Make your check
payable to CUMC and give it to Pastor
Linda along with your registration
form (pick one up at church).
Take time to relax, to make new
friends, to worship God, and to savor
your relationshipwithJesus.Wehope
you’ll join us at the Sea Side Escape!
You won’t want to miss it! We had a
blast last year!

WOMEN'S RETREAT

Since our 9:00 worship service began in April, more than one person has said
to me, “I sure miss seeing So-and-So,” referring to one of the people regularly
attending the 9:00 service. I totally understand. Havingmore than oneworship
service always takes a little adjusting, and here’s one easy adjustment you can
maketoseethose friendsyou’remissing. Ifyouregularlyattendthe10:15service,
plan to arrive a fewminutes earlier than usual (by 10:00), and walk over to our
recently remodeled Lobby. You can catch up with your friends from the early
service, say hello to some people you probably haven’t met yet, and enjoy a cup
of coffee and some snacks, too!

We will soon have new Bethesda T-shirts available. We expect to have them
available prior to the Peach Festival. We want people to be able to identify us
at events, and out on the street. What a great conversation starter to be at
Walmart with “I love my church” on the back of your shirt! We will be selling
them for only $5. We have a very limited quantity of smalls and mediums. If
you need one of those sizes, let Nancy Seaman know right away.

CATCH UP BETWEEN SERVICES!

I LOVEMY CHURCH T-SHIRTS AVAILABLE

We never grow out of our responsibility to be a part of the body of Christ. Age
is not a factor. Youarenever too youngor tooold tomakeadifference.Nomatter
your age, there’s always somethingyoucando.Thebody (the church)worksbest
when all the parts (you andme!) are fully functioning. I firmly believe that God
brings the people the church needs to live out its mission. Sometimes we don’t
knowwhat gifts and talents youbring, but that doesn’tmeanwedon’t need them
Aswehead toward the fall, this is a great time tobe thinkingabouthowyoucan
be involved in theministry of Bethesda. Talkwithme or one of the other leaders
in the congregation. Aswe get to knoweach other,wewill discover the perfect fit
for you at Bethesda.

Pastor Linda

PASTOR'S MESSAGE (cont.)
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NEWS & NOTICES

As you know, we launched a new
contemporary worship service on
Easter Sunday.Weareblessed tohave
a talented group of young musicians
leading the music.
Bekah Yockey plays guitar and
sings. She is going into 10th grade as a
home schooler. In addition to playing
andsinging, shehas alsowritten some
original songs. Keith Cayer, Jr. is the
leader of our praise team. Keith has
long played in the band and musicals
at Colonel Richardson High School.
Keith mainly plays guitar with our
praise team, but can also play the
keyboard.Hewill be a senior at CRHS
this fall. Zoey Hacker plays the
keyboard and sings. She graduated
from CRHS in June. If she looks
familiar, that might be because her
twin sister Emma has played at
Bethesda in a brass quartet on several
occasions. Zoey will attend
Chesapeake College in the fall.
RyleekAcree leads the singingalong
with Suzy Staehlin. Ryleek is a recent
CRHSgrad.Alongwithhervoice,Suzy
brings her usual enthusiasm to the
worship service. Jim and Cheryl
Michael also sing and lend their
support doing whatever needs to be
done.
Thanks to all for leading us in
worship and sharing your gifts with
us! We always have room for more
musicians and singers. Please contact
Pastor Linda or Keith if you are
interested in joining the team!

Above: Ryleek Acree and Suzy Staehlin lead the singing, while Thomas
Cheezum works the projection. Below: Bekah Yockey, Suzy Staehlin, Keith

Cayer, Jr., and Zoey Hacker.

MEET THE 9:00 PRAISE TEAM

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE
Caroline County Schools will be starting on September 4, and it is time again for the
congregation to start buying school supplies for Preston Elementary School. It is more
than just paper and pencils and glue sticks!
There will be a supply list at church and you can use it to buy whatever you would
like.Pleasehave the supplies in churchbyAugust26 so they canbeblessedanddelivered
before school starts.Theschool is veryappreciativeof everything thechurchhasdonated
to them in the past.
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NEWS & NOTICES
SCENES FROM VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
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Fathers andBrethren andSisters inChrist:Herewe are this
morning, gathered together from over theworld and from all
sorts and conditions of men — to celebrate a birthday, our
birthday as The United Methodist Church. In just a few
moments now, we shall join in a ceremony symbolizing our
new covenant of unity andmutual growth together. The aura
of every newborn thing is an aura of hope. And so it is with
us today.We stand here on a threshold.Anewhorizon looms
ahead. In some ears, it may sound fantastic to relate this day
to the first Pentecost recorded in Acts 2 — but with no
rushing mighty wind, no tongues of fire, no glossolalia, and
so forth. But actually, the lasting meaning of that Pentecost
was its opening theway for others to follow after. Andwhile
the day of Pentecostwas getting on, they [the disciples]were
all together with one accord in one place . . . And they were
filled with the Holy Spirit . . . and began to speak . . . as the
Spirit gave thern, the power of utterance . . . about the great
deeds of God. . . . This is, of course, an abridgement of the
longer text, with the marvels omitted and also those two bits
of local color that still intrigueme: theonewherePeterdenies
that the disciples are drunk because it was too early in the

morning (about the same time of day as now!); and that other
one about the 3,000 newmembers added in one day. What a
frustration it must have been for Peter to have all that hap-
pen, with no board to report it to!
Clearly, though, that first Pentecostwas less significant for
what happened than for what came after. Pentecost was the
day when the real work of the church began, when the
Christian people accepted the agenda of their unfinished
business in the world and began to get on with it! Those first
Christians were not very well furnished in terms of
ecclesiastical apparatus. Their organization was shaky, their
polity and discipline sketchy. Their theologians were in
typical disagreement, and theirmost prominent "lay leaders"
wereAnanias andSapphira!Even so, thatPentecostwas ever
thereafter memorable as the Church's birthday, as the day
when Joel's prophecy was fulfilled — when the Holy Spirit
would come and abide as God's governing presence in the
midst of hisPeople—and thismemory remained, evenwhen
the rushing mighty wind subsided to homiletical zephyrs,
when glossolalia was relegated to the margins of Christian
experience,when the tonguesof fire gaveway tocontroversy

FEATURES

A little over fifty years ago the United Methodist Church was created through the merger of the Methodist Church and the
Evangelical United Brethren Church. The following sermon was delivered at the uniting conference by Rev. Dr. Albert C.
Outler, on Tuesday, April 23, 1968.

Visions and Dreams
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and conflict.
Pentecost is rightly remembered as the day when the
Christian churchwas launchedon its career in history, for the
world. In every age, her performance has been scandalously
short of her visions and dreams—and her plain imperatives.
And yet also in every age since that first Pentecost, it is the
Christian church that has marked off the crucial difference
between man's best hope and his genuine despair. I know as
well as anyone that this analogy between that first birthday
and this one of ours does not apply four- square. Our new
church does not represent a radical break with our several
past histories nor is there a comparable intention toward a
radically new future. Even so, the analogy between that first
Pentecost and this one could be edifying to us, too. This is the
day when the real work of the UMC begins. It is a day when
doors are opened that heretofore were closed, when new
possibilities of reformation and renewal are literally "at
hand."
The essence of the event is self-evident: it is the
accomplished fact of The United Methodist Church. Where
once, scarcely a generation ago, there were five churches,
now there is one.Whereonceour differences kept us apart—
with different languages and folkways — now they are
overcome or at least contained within a larger circle of
committed fellowship. We have been Christian brethren,
after a fashion, for the better part of two centuries — but
separated brethren. Now our memberships and ministries
have been mingled without compromise or indignity; our
separate traditions have been sublated and made one.
Obviously, no part of our venture in unity is really finished
as yet. Our joy in this union ought to be tempered by our
remembrance, in love, of those others of our Christian
brethren, whom we acknowledge as such, and yet from
whomweare still separated.Moreover, thevariouspractical,
domestic problems posed by our agenda in this Conference
loom large and exigent. It will not be a debonair fortnight;
few of us are likely to be content with the outcome. And yet,
here we are and this is our birthday. Here we turn a new page
in modern church history — and, just as smugness is
excluded from our celebration, so also is cynicism.
Let us then ask ourselves what this fact of a new church
makes possible. What will it take to turn this beginning into
the reality of its promise and of our hopes?We can offer our
ungrudging gratitude and honor to all those whose toil and
tears, faith and fortitude have led us to this hour — so long
as we are all clear that none of their laurels (and certainly
none of ours) is for resting on. We have much to be grateful
for, nothing to be complacent about. Our joy this day is

foretaste: foretaste of a future that canbe
even more creative than we have yet
dared to ask or think. Thismeans that, as
we turn from our ceremony of
beginnings to the tasks that follow, our
foremost need is for a vivid sense of the
church we have been called to be. By
what norms shall we seek to transform our
covenant into genuine koinonia? By what principles are we
willing to be guided in the agonies of growth that lie ahead?
Towhatheavenlyvisionareweprepared tobeobedient in the
difficult days and years that even the blithest optimist can
foresee?
One thing is for sure: what has served till now as our status
quo antewill simply not suffice for the upcoming future. For
all its great merits — for all its saints and heroes — the
standing order is now too nearly preoccupied with self -
maintenance and survival. The world is in furious and
agonizing turmoil, incomprehensible and unmanageable.
The church is in radical crisis, and in the throes of a profound
demoralization, at every level: of faith and order, life and
work. In such times, business as usual simplywill not get our
businessdone.Ourownpast goldenage (the19thcentury)—
the heyday of pietism in a preurbanized society—has faded.
Frontiersmen for tomorrowmust be as dynamically adaptive
to the new "new world" as our forefathers were in theirs.
There is, of course, a bit of glibness here — for the brute
fact is that we have no clearly visible alternative to the status
quo ready to hand, available merely for our choice and
application. For all their advertisements, none of the new
experiments of celebration of our own brave new world can
honestly be hailed as the shape of things to come.Nor is it the
case that any of our sister churches have had vouchsafed to
them the blueprints for Zion's Ark, space-age model —
though some (notably the Roman Catholics) have recently
exposed themselves to more massive and more fruitful self-
examination than we. For freedom we have been set free,
from the outdated past — but it begins to look as if we have
been condemned to freedom aswell: condemned to come up
with something better than protests and complaints and self-
righteous criticism of others; we are condemned to
responsible prophecy, reform and renewal — or else to the
fatal consequences of destructive discontent.
If, in this newchurchof ours,we are to avoid "thedinosaur-
syndrome" (with its zeal for furnishing later ages an
abundance of fossils) or its opposite, "the Elijah
complex" (with its self-pitying self-righteousness about our

continued next page

FEATURES
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minority status), we must find our way
forward in conscious concern for the
continuumof theChristian tradition and
history in which we stand with our
forefathers: always aware ofGod's habit
of linking the past and the future by
means of the hopeful acts of men in

decisive present moments — like this one! We
must learn to discipline our imaginations and inventions, not
by our own constrictive biases but by God's open-hearted
mandates for his people, by patterns that will serve our
common life in the Body of Christ.
One version of the style of the new church that is to be has
already been encapsulated in a phrase now familiar from the
discussions of the Consultation on Church Union. It is a sort
ofmotto that couldqualify as a charter for authenticunity and
effective mission: "We seek to be a church truly catholic,
truly evangelical, truly reformed." These words themselves
are obviously not new; COCU has no copyright on this
motto. Its significance lies in its summation of three essential
dimensions and concerns of any company of persons calling
and professing themselves Christian. Each of the terms has
had a varied history of interpretation and misinterpretation;
eachhasbeena fightingwordat one timeor another. It is only
when all three are taken and held together— each balancing
and explaining the other two — that we can recognize their
relevance as goalpoints for the church we aspire to be:
catholic and evangelical (both, not either/or); catholic,
evangelical and reformed — viz., with both catholic and
evangelical concerns brought under perennial reassessment
and reformation in each successive new age.
Oneof thevirtuesof themotto is that it suggests a rich range
of meanings, without specifying any single one of them as
obligatory upon all. Certainly the interpretation I now
propose makes no claim to finality. My only concern is to
interest you in trying to understand its possible import for us
in theUMCand in our efforts to shapeher future during these
next twoweeks and the next twodecades. The basicmeaning
of the word "catholic" is "whole," "universal," "open." It
reminds us that true unity not only allows for diversity, it
requires it. "Catholic" has never rightly meant "uniform,"
"lock-step" "produced by template." It means ''inclusive"—
a community in which all themembers ''belong" equally and
by right of membership, in which all ministers share equally
the basic office of representing the whole church, by right of
ordination. It means "open" — a community whose
boundaries are set by the Christian essentials (the bare
essentials at that) in which it is bad faith for anyone to deny

full membership to
any other save by the
canons of faith in
Christ and the
Christian discipline
that derives from
that confession.
This rules out all
distinctions based
on race, sex, class
andculture—and so
also all distinctions
based on partisan
emphases on this
doctrine or that, this
form of worship or
that, this pattern of
polity or that.Here is
the plain teaching of
Wesley's sermon on
Catholic Spirit — a sermon we would do well to recall and
to update in terms thatmight fit our own condition. A church
tormented and befuddled by racial strife is not yet truly
"catholic." A church that cannot manage her global ties
without "colonialism" or "autonomy" is not yet "truly
catholic." A church that proudly (or hum- bly!) sets her own
polity and folkways above those of other churches may be
"united" but she is not yet "truly catholic." A church that
opens her Sacraments to all otherChristians but is herself not
yet eligible for sharing in the sacraments of some of the
others is not yet "truly catholic." And if the main fault here
lies, aswemay think it does,withothers fencingus from their
Sacraments, this does not alter the fact that we have rarely
asked, with appropriate dignity, what is required of us, and
them, for the valid mingling of our memberships, ministries
and sacraments.
It is also true that the other churches are not fully catholic,
either— and this is the ecumenical tragedy!— but if we are
to join them in the search for a more inclusive, integral
"catholic" fellowship in Christ, the least we can do is to
commit ourselves to just such a fellowship in this newchurch
ofours—and toopenourhearts andminds toyet further bold
ventures in quest of Christian unity.
But catholicity by itself is not enough. The church is called
to mission, and her mission is both her message and the
demonstration of that message in her corporate life. Her
message is not herself, either — it is her witness to the
Christian Evangel: to the scandal and folly of Christ

Rev. Dr. Outler

FEATURES
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incarnate, Christ crucified, Christ resurrected, Christ
transforming human life and culture, Christ in the world,
Christ for theworld;Christ in us, our hopeof glory!Thus, the
church we are called to be must be "truly evangelical" — a
church ablaze with a passion that God's Gospel shall be
preached and heard and responded to in faith and hope and
love by all who can be reached and instructed and gathered
into the fellowship of God's convenanted People.
The full- ness of the Gospel embraces all human concerns
every- where and always; but the heart of the Gospel is
startlingly simple: that God loves you and me and all men
with a very special love and that Jesus Christ is the sufficient
proof of this love to every man whowill receive and confess
him as Saviour and Lord. The Gospel is the good news that
it isGod's love that pardons, heals and reconciles, God's love
that demands that we be fully human and opens up this
possibility, for us, God's love that can sanctify ourmemories
and our hopes. And yet, this sameGospel also reminds us, in
every human circumstance, that our salvation comes from
God's sheerunmerited favor. Inno sense can it everbeearned
or bought or wheedled — it does not come by any merit or
demerit, by any goodworks or bad, by any claim that we can
bring on our own behalf.
The word "evangelical" is concerned above all with the
faith that receives the Gospel wholeheartedly and in trust; it
stresses faith as a gift fromGod, faith asman's basic response
to God, faith as the mortal foe of all human pride— and yet
also faith as the loyal ally of all true human dignity. The
church evangelical is, therefore, radicallyChrist-centered—
disengaged from any final dependence on ecclesiastical
apparatus of whatever sort, save only as it ministers to her
central mission: that men may receive God's gift of saving
grace in Christ and learn to live in the world in true
communion with the Holy Spirit and with one another.
The church evangelical is a proclaiming church—but it is
also a teaching church. Wesley often pointed out that the
difference between his movement and the others — equally
zealous in proclamation—was his provision of societies in
which converts came to learn the meaning of the Gospel in
depth and in concrete life-situations. We Methodists and
EUBs alike — by profession and fond memory — are
grateful heirs of evangelical fathers and brethren, but we can
scarcely boast of having fully claimed their legacy.A church
falling behind in the race with an exploding and huddling
population is not "truly evangelical," despite its self-
advertisements.A church that counts her evangelical harvest
chiefly in terms of members added to the rolls is not truly
evangelical. A church the vast majority of whose members

do not really understand the great issues
entailed by "the Protestant principle"—
God's sovereignty, man's justification
by faith alone, the witness of the Spirit,
the life of grace, the authority of the
Scripture as the prime source of divine
revelation, and so forth — such a church
is not only not truly evangelical, she is, indeed,
partaker in the greatest tragedy of modern Christianity: the
abject failure of the teaching church.
Here we are — Christians by name and sign— organized
to the teeth and involved in titanic labors of all sorts, and yet
the generality of our people do not really know what the
Christian faith purports, do not really believe in their hearts
andmindswhat theyprofesswith their lips, and, of thosewho
do, there are few who can give a rational accounting of it to
themselves and others. The proof of this turns up in every
great upheaval — doctrinal, moral, social. The church
evangelical must not be doctrinaire— but surely her people
should be clear about the crucial priorities between God and
man in the mystery of salvation and in the enterprise of our
becoming fully human. Wesley and Asbury and Otterbein
and Albright understood these priorities in their day and in
their terms.
Those days and those terms are not ours — but the same
task remains: of calling all men to the love of God above all
else andof all else inGod.Andyet, even the best conceptions
of "catholicity" and "evangelical zeal" sag out of shape as
history moves the church along through time and change.
The provisional becomes permanent, creative experiments
from an early age become vested interests in a later one, the
pragmatic warrant for a given polity becomes defensive and
self-maintaining. What once was a sign of "catholic spirit"
becomes a new sectarianism; what once was an authentic
evangelical concern becomes calcified into theories about
evangelism that do not get the whole Gospel preached and
heard and appropriated for life in the secular city. And so the
church, even as she seeks to be truly catholic and truly
evangelical, must also be truly reformed— constantly open
to God's judgment upon the insidious idolatries of every
successful venture, aware of the waning of every heyday—
achurcheager tobe reformed, renewed: tohaveher spirit and
power repristinated.
A church truly reformed is one that is open, intentionally
and on principle, to creative change of every sort (in
teaching, discipline and administration)—not haphazard or
reckless change but not timid and grudging, either. The

FEATURES
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church reformed lives by the Scriptures
for they alone provide a decisive appeal
to the constitutive tradition of Christ
without the dead hand of traditionalism;
the Scriptures alone provide for radical,
mandated change without the gusts and

shallows of human ingenuity. Their
authority does not rest upon their letter nor yet

with an arcane or coterie interpretation—but rather upon the
public sense of the texts and their original intentions,
enriched by the wisdom of the teaching church through all
the ages, sifted by the canons of critical reason and vital
Christian experience in the modern world.
But the church reformed is also under the judgment of the
future. The eschatological orientation of faith is forever
demanding that the old be constantly re-examined and re-
constituted— always with an eye to the urgent, the needful,
the effective. The reforming spirit calls for self-examination
without self-justification, self-criticism without self-
loathing, creative discontent rooted in the condition that the
good is the enemy of the best.
Itmay seem to someamite unreasonable to suggest that the
UMC needs to take conscious, urgent thought of being or
becoming "truly reformed," just now! We are a church
reformed: what with our new plan and our newer report and
with ten more days to pull and haul away at their discussion,
amendment, and adoption. Surely this is enough for the
presentmoment.Well, yes—in away—but that's partlymy
point. This plan and the report in the form in which they will
standwhenwe adjournwill doubtless be the very bestwe can
do, under all the circumstances, etc., etc. But for how long
will that be good enough? The answer: not much beyond the
results being printed in the new Discipline.
Wherefore, now is the time, as at that first Pentecost, for

young men to see visions and for old men to dream dreams
—visions and dreams that askmore of theMethodist people
thanwehaveever askedbefore, visions anddreams that offer
a richer, fuller life for all God's People, visions and dreams
that see this "new" church re- newed yet again and again, not
only "in the Spirit" but in her structures, functions, folkways.
This is not a proposal, not even indirectly, for any specific
reform—yours or mine or anybody else's. It is, however, an
open advocacy of the idea of reform and of "the Protestant
principle" of semper reformanda.
Whenmoreof us get accustomed to thenotion that this new
church of ours can be remade for yetmore effectivemission,
for still more authentic democracy and local initiative, for
still more efficient, adventurous leadership — and that all
this can be done and should be done forthwith! — then the
pooled wisdom of our fellowship will surely be enabled to
prove that rational, responsible change is a far more faithful
pattern of obedience to Christ than the most devoted
immobilism can ever be.
This, then is our birthday — a day to celebrate, a day to
remember, a day for high hopes and renewed commitments.
This is a day when the eyes of the whole Christian
community are focused on us and especially those of our
Methodist brethren in Britain who are with us here in spirit.
This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us really rejoice
and be glad in it — glad for the new chance God now gives
us: to be a church united in order to he uniting, a church
repentant in order to be a church redemptive, a church
cruciform in order to manifest God's triumphant agony for
mankind, till sons of men shall learn his love and follow
where his feet have trod. Till glorious from the heavens
above shall come the city of our God!
Let us pray: God of unchangeable power and eternal light,
look favorably on thy whole church, that wonderful and
sacred mystery; and, by the tranquil operation of thy
perpetual providence, carry out thework ofman's salvation ;
and let the whole world feel and see that things which were
cast down are being raised up, that those things which had
grown old are being made new, and that all things are
returning to perfection, through him from whom they took
their origin, even Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FEATURES

Rev. Outler preaches during the 1968 uniting conference.
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Looking through the book of
Psalms, there is a plethora of verses
that talk about hope. Psalm 31:24
says, “Be strongand takeheart, all you
who hope in the Lord.” In Psalm
33:20, we are told, “We wait in hope
for the Lord; he is our help and our
shield.” Psalm 39:7 states, “But now,
Lord,what do I look for?Myhope is in
you.” Again in Psalm 62:5, “Yes, my
soul, find rest in God; my hope comes
from him.” These are a few of the
manyverses just in theBookofPsalms
abouthavingHope inJesusorHope in
God. Imagine how many similar
versesare throughout theentireBible.

FEATURES
HYMNOF THEMONTH: MY HOPE IS BUILT

ON THE ROADWITH BETHESDA!

The Cheezum kids emulate Mount Rushmore during their recent family
roadtrip to the western United States. Have you taken a trip recently? Send

us a selfie!

It is no doubt that Edward Mote was
familiar with many of these verses
when he penned the words to “My
Hope is Built” in 1834. The hymnwas
originally referred to as “The Solid
Rock” and likely based on Matthew
7:25, “The rain came down, the
streams rose, and the winds blew and
beat against that house; yet it did not
fall, because it had its foundation on
the rock.”
Edward Mote was born in 1797 in
England. Surprisingly, he had little
religious training growing up and his
parents were pub owners. As a youth,
he was an apprentice to a

cabinetmakerandat theageof 15went
to hear John Hyatt at the Tattenham
Court Road Chapel in London. It was
here that Edward found his faith.
As an adult, Edward was able to
build his own cabinet making
business, but he also decided to
becomeaminister in 1852at theageof
55. He was the minister of Strict
Baptist Church for 21 years. During
that time, Mote became a great lover
of hymns and throughout his lifetime
ended up writing more than 100
hymns.
A London periodical entitled “The
Gospel Magazine” printed Mote’s
description of writing this hymn.
Edward Mote (in the magazine)
states, “One morning it came into my
mind as I went to labour, to write an
hymnonthe ‘GraciousExperienceofa
Christian.’ As I went up to Holborn I
had the chorus, On Christ the solid
Rock I stand, All other ground is
sinking sand. In the day I had four
verses complete, and wrote them
off.... On the Sabbath following... by
the fireside composed the last two
verses.”
Originally comprised of six stanzas,
when included for the first time in a
Methodist hymnal, the publishers
chose the best four of six for inclusion.
About a decade beforeMote’s death in
1874, William Batcheldor Bradbury
wrote the tune that is used todaywhen
singing this hymn. Bradbury was a
musician that wrote the tunes for
several of the hymns with which we
are familiar, including My Hope is
Built, and Jesus Loves Me. Bradbury
died in 1868.
Thanks be toGod for the inspiration
of these two men. There is no doubt
that this hymn has been a help for
many years to those who wander or
are searching for peace and comfort.

Kari Farnell
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