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In less than a year, three-quarters of the $60,000 cost of the new
boiler has been covered. We are now in the final stretch, with
about $15,000 left in order to pay it off. As the end of the year
approaches, please consider making a donation towards the
boiler fund. As always, donations to Bethesda are tax-deductible.

Please consider making a donation, so that we can retire this debt
before the close of 2018.

Volume IX • Issue 9 • November 2018

NEWS PASTOR'S PAGE HOMECOMING HISTORY NOTES FEATURES
Page 1-2, 4 Page 3 Pages 5-9 Pages 10-15 Pages 16-19

Would you like to learn
more about what it
means to be amember
of Bethesda? There
will be a new member
orientation meeting on

November 7 at 6:30 p.m. We will take
in new members in both services on
November 18. Please contact Pastor
Linda for more information.

New
Member
Orientation

Boiler
Fund

Challenge

Bethesda's Sunday School is growing
– so we need more helpers! Contact
Kari Farnell or Nancy Seaman if you
can volunteer.

Bethesda is hosting a
Christmas Variety
Show on Sunday,
December 2, at 2:00
p.m. Be sure to save the

date for some Christmas
fun for the whole family! Children and
adults will be participating in bringing
us some fun Christmas cheer. There
will be music (of course), skits, and a
few surprises! If you would like to
participate in the show, please contact
Charlotte Nickerson at 410-829-1503.
All sorts of acts are welcome!

Christmas
Variety Show,
Dec. 2

Our Charge Conference
will take place on
December 5 at 7:00pm.
This is an annual
celebration of our

ministry. Rev. Darlene
Dixon will be presiding. Please plan to
attend aswe celebrate our year inministry.

Charge
Conference,
Dec. 5

The church will once again help some families at Preston
Elementary School with Thanksgiving boxes. We will do the
traditional Thanksgiving dinners, so when shopping please
consider purchasing items like stuffing, gravy, instant
potatoes, canned fruits and vegetables, cranberries, packaged
cookies, etc. Donations of dry goods andnon-perishablesmay be

deposited in the basket in the foyer. Please consult withDonna Lane
before making donations of perishables.

Thanksgiving
Boxes for
PES

Once again we are filling shoe boxes with school supplies, toys,
hygiene items, socks, and whatever will fit in the boxes
according to the Operation Christmas Child brochures
provided by Samaritan’s Purse (see list below). The boxes
need to be in church no later than Sunday, November 18, so
that they can be blessed and delivered to the collection center.

GIFT SUGGESTIONS
•TOYS: Include items that children will immediately embrace such as dolls, toy
cars, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, balls, toys that
light up and make noise (with extra batteries), etc.
•SCHOOL SUPPLIES: pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, markers,
notebooks, paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture books, etc.
•NON-LIQUIDHYGIENE ITEMS: toothbrushes, bar soap, combs, washcloths,
etc.
•ACCESSORIES: t-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches,
flashlights (with extra batteries), etc.
•APERSONALNOTE:Youmayencloseanote to thechildandaphotoofyourself
or your family. If you include your name and address, the childmay be able to
write back.
•DO NOT INCLUDE: Used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy
guns, knives or military figures; chocolate or food; out-of-date candy; liquids
or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or
glass containers; aerosol cans.

Operation
Christmas Child
Shoeboxes
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11/13

11/27

Barry Pevey

Nick Satchell

Did we miss your birthday? Get in touch,
and help us update our records!

This past September,
Bethesda turned its
outside lamps purple
in order to show
solidarity with the
rest of Caroline County

against the growing opioid epidemic.
Thanks are due to Derek Simmons for
picking up and delivering our bulbs.

T h r e e
w o m e n

from Bethesda
attended the retreat held in
Bethany Beach, Delaware,
October 12 and 13. The retreat was
organized by the women’s ministry
at Christ UMC in Salisbury (Rev.
Pevey's previous appointment). It
was a time of great fellowship with
friends old and new, spiritual
refreshment, and a beautiful sunrise
on Saturday morning.

Bethesda's table group: Joyce Alderman,
Brenda Tarburton, Ann Ashe, Pastor
Linda, Doris Gerlach

Women's
RetreatNEWS

The Outreach Team is
planning a series of free
movie nights during the
approaching winter
months. The firstwill take

place on January 11. Save the date,
and be sure to tell your friends and
neighbors! More details will be
coming soon!

Poinsettias todecorate
the church for
Christmas will be
$8.00 again this
year. They can be in
honor of or in memory

of a loved one. Please seeDonnaLane.

Bethesda
Went
Purple

Free
Movie
Night

November 1

November 7

November 18

December 2

December 5

December 7

December 9

January 11

January 20

Upcoming Events
Charge Conference

Forms Due

New Member
Orientation, 6:30 p.m.

Shoeboxes Due

Christmas Variety
Show, 2:00 p.m.

Charge Conference
7:00 p.m.

PES Christmas Tree
Lighting, 6:00 p.m.

Caroling Hay Ride
6:00 p.m.

Free Movie Night

Hymn Sing
3:00 p.m.

Poinsettias
for

Christmas

Card of Thanks

November
Birthdays!
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Bethesda's Youth
Group meets Sundays
at 9:00 a.m. It is open
to sixth- through
t w e l f t h - g r a d e r s .
Leaders Eric Cheezum

and Beth Carmean explore issues of
relevance to teenagers, and lead
discussions based on Christian
themes.

Surrounded by a Great Cloud of
Witnesses

Therefore, since we are surrounded by
such a great cloud of witnesses, let us
throw off everything that hinders and
the sin that so easily entangles. And let us

run with perseverance the race marked out
for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter
of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross,
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1-2)
This month, we continue our series in the book of
Revelation. Why read the book of Revelation? It is literally
and figuratively the culmination of the story that began way
back “in the beginning” of the Bible in the book of Genesis,
whenGodcreated theheavensandearthandcalled it “good.”
God continued to create by forming human beings, made in

God’s own image,
and called us “very good.” As
humans are prone to do, we wandered
from God, turned our back on God, and even
worshiped other “gods.” Eventually God sent
Jesus to bring us back, to reconcile us to our
Creator.
God’s activity in the world did not end even when
Jesus was put to death. No, Jesus overcame even the
power of death through his resurrection (which we
celebrate every Easter, and to a lesser degree, every
Sunday). At Pentecost, we were given the gift of the Holy
Spirit, and the church was born to continue Jesus’ message
and ministry of reconciliation of all God’s creation to God.
The book of Revelation gives us a picture of how this
mission of redemption and reconciliation is going to end
someday. “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the

9:00 a.m.

10:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Schedule
Contemporary Worship Service
Sunday School/Youth Group

Traditional Worship Service

Pastor Linda's Office Hours
Tuesdays, 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
These hours are subject to change at

short notice.

Church Office Hours
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. to noon

Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. to noon

Pastor Linda
pastorlinda406@comcast.net

410-673-7538

Church Office
BethesdaChurchOffice@gmail.com

410-673-7538

PASTOR'S PAGE

TheLeapFroggers Club
meets on Sundays at
9:00 a.m. Children
age 3 to fifth grade are
invited to attend. Mrs.
Nancy Seaman, along

with a teamof dedicated helpers, leads
the club. Kids learn about Jesus and
God’s love for us. Parents, bring your
kids for Leap Froggers and join us in
the Chapel for an uplifting time of
contemporary worship.

Leap
Froggers
Club

The last Sunday of each
month single seniors
age 50 and over get
together for some
fellowship. A light
lunch will be enjoyed in

the church kitchen right after the 10:15
a.m. worship service.

Youth
Group

Single
Seniors

Continued on page 4

REGULAR MINISTRIES AT BETHESDA
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plan is
for the

u l t i m a t e
redemption and
reconciliation of all peoples to
himself. That work began with
Jesus, and continues even now
throughthechurch, thebodyofChrist.
This is an important reminder to us

on All Saints Sunday, whichwe observe
onNovember4thwith the remembrance
of those who have passed on from our
congregation in the past year. The
faithfulness and legacy of those who
have gone before has not been in vain,
but is part of God’s work in the
redemption of creation.
All Saints Sunday is a time to reflect
and celebrate those who introduced us
to Jesus, helped form our faith, and
faithfully served our church and

community. We are reminded, too, on
this day that the baton has been passed
to us. We are surrounded by our
brothers and sisters in Christ who came
before us. God continues to be at work
in the world, andGod invites us, equips
us, andsendsus into thiswork, ifwewill
simply say, “Yes, Lord, sendme.”What
a great blessing it is to be connected
with believers, past and present, in the
family of God!

Pastor Linda

A review of
possible plans
for the future
direction of
The United
M e t h o d i s t
Church found
the One Church
Plan to be largely
constitutional, said a decision released
Oct. 26 by the denomination’s top
court.
In Decision 1366, which was
unanimous, the United Methodist
Judicial Council found more problems
in the Traditional Plan petitions that
would need to be addressed before that
plan could pass a constitutional test.
Since another legislative proposal–
the Connectional Conference Plan–
contains proposed constitutional
changes required for implementation,
the court ruled it has no authority to
scrutinize theplanat this time.Readthe
Judicial Council full Decision 1366.
Next February, a special session of
General Conference, the
denomination’s top legislative body,
will meet in St. Louis to consider these
three legislative proposals from a
report by the Commission on a Way
Forward, as well as any other petitions
considered “in harmony” with the call
for a special General Conference.
The commission is an advisory
body that was appointed by the Council
of Bishops following General
Conference 2016 in hopes of finding a
way to overcome fundamental
disagreements within the church about
homosexuality. Read the UM News
Service full story. View archived video
from the 5-hour Council session

webcast at UMC.org/live.
Initial responses to Judicial Council
ruling
“The Judicial Council statement
recognizes that our denomination is
‘multi-leveled and global in scope,’ but
we are local in our ‘contextualization
and differentiation,'” Bishop Peggy
Johnson pointed out in responding to
the ruling by the church high court on
the constitutionality of two
Commission on a Way Forward plans.
“It goes on to say that we ‘don’t require
uniformity.’ I believe this is howwe live
together with the most grace and
respect.
“I know our churches have various
hearts around many social issues,” she
continued. “Yet, we are one in Christ
Jesus, nonetheless.Maywe remain one
in Christ and listen to everyone’s
perspective and experience. This is how
we as a Christian community can best
grow in faith.”
The Rev. Dawn Taylor-Storm, co-
leader of the Eastern PA Conference
delegation to General Conference,
centered her response in prayer.
“I am thankful for the prayerful
response of our Judicial Council,” she
said. “Please continue to pray for our
delegation as we enter these final
months of preparation. Above all, may
our mission to make disciples remain
the center of our daily work.”
Both the Council of Bishops (COB)
and the two bishops leading the UMC’s
Commission on a Way Forward also
issued statements responding to the
Judicial Council’s rulings.<
Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball and
Bishop David Yemba are the
commission’s remaining moderators.

BishopKenCarter,a formermoderator,
now serves as President of the Council.
“We thank the Judicial Council for
their diligent work in analyzing the
plans and giving guidance to the
delegates, so they can do their best
work,” reads the commission’s
statement. “Using the General
Conference legislative process,
individual Commission members will
work alongside delegates to think
through how all three plans might be
amended based on the analysis of the
Judicial Council.
“Our prayer remains the same, that
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, will
use the work of the Commission to
maximize the presence of a United
Methodist witness in as many places of
the world as possible. We invite the
church to continue to pray for our
church as we seek to make disciples of
Jesus for the transformation of the
world.”
“The Council of Bishops wishes to
thank the Judicial Council for their
work, understanding that it was
complicated and complex yet sought to
fulfill the mission of the church,” reads
Bishop Carter’s statement on behalf of
the COB. “We continue to be guided by
two core convictions: We want to help
thedelegates todo theirbestworkat the
Called General Conference, and we are
seeking a way forward for the church
that ‘maximizes the presence of the
United Methodist witness in as many
places in the world as possible, that
allows for as much contextual
differentiation as possible, and with a
desire for as much unity as possible.'”

NEWS

UMC Court
Rules on 2 "Way
Forward" Plans'
Constitutionality

Pastor's
Message
Continued
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Bethesda held its annual Homecoming
service on October 7, with special speaker Rev. Gary W.
Trail. Trail helped us celebrate not only fifty years since his
arrival at Bethesda in 1968, but also the creation of the United
MethodistChurch the sameyear. Itwasa thrill tohavehimback in the
pulpit, and also to see some other old friends who were visiting for the
day.We had special music from the Praise Team, got to sing some fine old
hymns, and joined together for a luncheon after service in fine Methodist
fashion. A great time was had by all!
If youmissed theservice, youwill finda transcriptofRev.Trail's sermon, "It's
All About Jesus," beginning on the next page, or you can listen to it online at
http://www.prestonbethesdaumc.org/Sermons/2018-10-07.sermon.

HOMECOMING

Left top:Revs. Trail andPevey together; left bottom: old friendsEdMoore andRev. Trail
reunited. Above top: Cheryl Michael's beautiful altar decoration, in honor of World
Communion; above bottom: the congregation dines and connects after worship.
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This year's
H o m e c o m i n g

speaker was Rev. Gary
W. Trail, who served

Bethesda from 1968 to 1972,
and who helped us celebrate not
only fifty years since his appointment to
Preston, but also a half century of United Methodism.
During his tenure at Bethesa, Rev. Trail organized aYoung
Adult Sunday School class thatmet in the parsonage liv- ing
room and sponsored several Boy Scout groups. He also
organized Junior and Senior High Youth Fellowships that
met on Sunday evenings and had a regular attendance of
about forty youths. He officiated at twenty-two baptisms,
twenty-fiveweddings, thirty-five funerals, and preached 231
sermons. Sixty-two new members joined during his
pastorate. Active in the community, Rev. Trail joined the
Preston Lions Club and the Volunteer Fire Company. Of his
time in the Preston Fire Company, Rev. Trail remembers, “I
thought I was going to die one foggy morning when I fell off
the back of the firetruck going 35 to 40 miles per hour!”

It’s beena fewyears, and it’s good to see this congregation.
I remember hearing about a district superintendent that
was going to speak at one of the churches, possibly in lower
Dorchester County. And he was scheduled for the 11 a.m.
service. Well, he arrived around 10:30, and there were no
cars in the parking lot. At quarter of eleven, finally, the
pastor rolls in, in his car, and about five minutes of eleven,
there aremaybe, twomore cars coming in to the parking lot,
andbig sticklers and listening toJohnWesley,whosaid, you
know, “Do everything exactly at the time,” 11 o’clock they
were ready to go in and start the service nomatter what, no
matter who showed up. But on their way in, the district
superintendent said to the pastor, “Well, did you tell them I
was coming?” And the pastor said, “No, but they found out
anyway.” [Laughter] So I’m glad you’re here, whether you
found out anyway, or didn’t find out anyway!
But it’s a great joy to be here today, after all these years.
When you’re young in the ministry, the early churches are
formative, in formingyouofyourwaysofbeingapastor.And
this church certainly helped shape my ministry at the time
and later. I think I’m going to just try to get right into it.
Jesus’ words, in John 5:39: he says “you have your heads in
your Bibles constantly because you think you’ll find eternal
life there. But you miss the forest through the trees. These
Scriptures are all aboutme.” And really,ministrymust have
its focus and central point in Jesus.
In 1968, “it was the best of times and worst of times,” to
quote someone from Tale of Two Cities. Yes, there was the
good timesof themergerof theEvangelicalUnitedBrethren
Church and theMethodist Church. (I happened to be on the

Methodist side; Iwas one of the last persons ordained in the
Methodist Church, in 1967, in Wilmington.) But there was
not a single Evangelical United Brethren Church on the
whole peninsula.We had other things to do. Now in central
Pennsylvania, it was about even, and therewas a lot of work
to do in bringing people together in towns where – small
towns, especially – where there were both churches.
But on the Eastern Shore, other things were happening.
The schools had recently been integrated. And of course,
since that was the beginning of a new denomination, it was
decided that the former Delaware Conference, which was
the African American conference—would be merged with
the Peninsula Conference. So we found ourselves in the
Eastern District of being integrated as District Ministerial
Association. And we had meetings here of people of both
races,andweseemedtogetalongverywell,anditwasagreat
time. In fact, we had some community services (I believewe
hadGoodFridayserviceshere thatwerecomposedofpeople
frommanydifferentdenominations, including, at that time,
Pilgrim Holiness Church (which is now part of Wesleyan

Rev. Gary W. Trail takes the pulpit again, fifty years after he
first came to Bethesda!

"It's All
About Jesus":
A Homecoming
SermonHOME

COMIN
G
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Church), and some Baptists. And I remember, too, one
Lenten Season in which we decided (and this was pretty
straightforward in the late 1960s/early 1970s) – we found
ourselves studying a booklet called Living Room
Discussions, and we found folks from the Catholic,
Lutheran, United Methodist, and Baptist people gathering
in fellowship halls and just – not trying to convert one
another, but rather just to understand one another with…
following some words of discussion, some questions of
discussion. That was a very interesting event, and a really
good time.
But at the same time, nationally, it was a time of turmoil.
1968was a year of assassinations. Itwas a year of protests of
various kinds, and some social unrest. And sometimes we
wondered, “Is our country going to hold together?”
Something like today: Is our countrygoing tohold together?
Well, even our country needs to realize, it’s all about Jesus.
For it truly is.
But Jesus, as we read the fifth chapter of the Gospel of
John,we find that he did it again.Hehealed on the Sabbath,
and stirred up a controversy at the Bethesda Pool. Now I
understand Bethesda means “House of Mercy.” And there
was a man who had been laying for thirty-eight years –
longer than Jesus had lived – and had been there all that
time, and Jesus, sizing up the situation, asked a question
thatwewonder about, “Do you reallywant to getwell?” And
he said, “Well, wait a minute, you know, I can’t get into the
water when it’s troubled, and other people get there in front
ofme.”Wedon’t knowhowmany times a yearhedid that, or
howmany times aweekhedid that, andhowoften thewater
was troubled. But anyway, Jesus said, “Pick up your pallet
and walk. Take your bed and go home.”
Now, to heal on the Sabbath was against a strict
interpretation of the law. A little too strict, Jesus thought.
Because, since he was Lord and Messiah, it’s up to him to
interpret that law, in my opinion. He also asked a man to
work on the Sabbath by picking up his bed and walking, or
picking up his pallet and walking. And that made some
peopleveryveryangry; thatwas this controversy. And in the
midst of this controversy, they talk about Scripture, and
that’s when Jesus says, well, “It’s all about me.”
For Jesus, you see, is the very center of the Bible. The Old
Testament points to a comingMessiah. TheOld Testament,
yes, has its law, and it’s good, and it’s righteous, and Jesus
fulfilled that lawas it came tohim.And then, hebegananew
covenant, based on his presence, and his personality, and
who he is, so that something of himmight live in us, and be
transformative in the church and in the world.
Now, at age eleven, I read the Bible through the first time,
in the King James Version. There was so much of it I didn’t
understand. And I read it – I’ll be honestwith you–because
I was trying to earn brownie points because I was afraid to
die.AndIwent, “God,maybe if I readmyBible and Iget read
through it in a year, maybe that will make me good enough
to go to Heaven.” Well, I read it through the next year. And

the next year. But
somehow, it really didn’t make as
much sense as it should have until one
day, a student at Frostburg University
challenged me as to whether I knew—whether I
knew where I was going to spend eternity. And he
madememad. But I went back to the Scriptures, and
I saw that he was right. And I – at that time, at
seventeen, going on eighteen – realized that Christ had
died for my sins. Not just for the sins of the whole world,
but formine,personally.And thathelped theBible tomake
a lot more sense. Now, later on, I may have gotten some
other translationswhichhelped, too.Andtheytriedto teach
me Greek in seminary, and that might have helped with
some illumination. But when I came here, I had been out of
seminary one year, and, well, when I got out of seminary, I
knew everything. [Laughter] But I really lost a lot of it the
first year.And Ikeep losing it every year.Andnowatmyage,
I’m just hoping I can know Jesus. And keep knowing Jesus.
But it’s all about him. It’s all about Jesus. Now, who is
Jesus to you?C.S. Lewis says that either Jesuswas and is the
sonofGod, orhe is amadman, orworse.Really, Jesus either
makespeoplemadathimor they lovehim.But you just can’t
say, “Well, it’s OK. There is a Jesus of Nazareth, and he’s a
historic figure.” But what is he to you and me? That’s what
really counts. Do we know him as Lord and as Savior? And
so, Jesus is the authority. He is the one who helps us
wheneverwe’re in trouble.Hehashelpedme throughmany,
manyproblems in life, some things Iwouldhave rather died
than go through. But he kept me living. He kept me going.
Of course, there was one point when the fire truck and I
parted, up here in the air, after we ran over the railroad
tracks, and I thought, “I’mgoing to die.” But I had that piece
inmyheart, andI thought, “I’mready togo.But Idon’t really
want to leave my family. Family’s important.” And so, well,
I finally hit the ground. And I started to roll, and I thought,
“Well, I may live.” Cause I’m rolling. I’m not going down,
breakingallkindsof limbs,youknow?But,youknow, it’snot
real pleasant—thirty-five miles an hour, I’m rolling down
theasphalt. But thatwas anexciting time, but at least I knew
what I knew. And Jesus broughtme through that one. Imay
have had a few scrapes, and when Pappy Lane tookme over
to Dr. Plummer’s office, Dr. Plummer laughed and laughed
and laughed [Laughter]while he put iodine onmy scratches
and scrapes and examined me to see if I would be OK.
But, you see, Jesus fulfills the ethical and moral and
righteousness of the Old Testament. And he also, while he
fulfills it, he forgives sinners like you and me. If we would
just put our trust in Jesus, that what he did on the cross is
sufficient to take away all the sins of the world, and all of
mine—I can’t even remember all ofmine. You know, I can—
there’s a prayer, I think it’s still in the hymnal—“we confess
that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and
deed.” Probably the older I get, it’s more thoughts than
anything else because I don’t have the energy to do the

HOMECOMING
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deeds. But it’s still
there. I still needJesus’ forgiveness.

But the implications of this is: Jesus
wants us tohave real life—earthly and eternal

—what we have on earth and what we have for
eternity: “I am come that they might have life, and
that they might have it more abundantly.” “The thief
comesbut tosteal thechildren’s joy,”hesays.Andthat’s
true.Thereare those thingsout there that tend todestroy
people’searthly life,aswellas theirspiritual life.ButJesus
wants to fix all of it for us. Oh, we may not be like Jesus a
hundred percent, even if we live to be two hundred. But I
hope that his character is growing up in us.
Jesus helps us to look forward. He helped us in the
late-’60s. The youth sang, back then, “Lord of the Dance.”
Eventually, it got in the United Methodist Hymnal. There
was also another hymn that was in Hymns Hot and Carols
Cool. I got to meet the authors of that; I had breakfast with
them one day. (Both of them were Presbyterians, Richard
Avery and Don Marsh.) But one of the hymns in that book
made it in the hymnal, and it’s called, “I’m the Church, You
Are the Church, We Are the Church Together.” So we sang
that, back in our youth group, and it later got in the hymnal.
And so,we look forward.Wedonot negate thepast, because
Jesus fulfills us.
Bethesdahashadagreat past. TherehasbeenaMethodist
society here since approximately 1780, according to my
reading of history. And I think it was Captain William
Frazier who lived out on Frazier’s Flats. I used to love to
drive out by that old house and just kind of ponder theman
that lived there. And then the first church buildingwas built
here, as Frazier’s Chapel, in 1785. But there have been
Methodist people in this area since at least 1780. Sowehave
a great past. And it’s also—this church has been a means of
formingmany, andbeing themother church,ofmany,many
other congregations. And that’s something to celebrate, and
praise God for.
Butwe ask, “Whose church is it?”Even today,we still have
to come back, “Alright, whose church is it?” Well, it really
belongs to Jesus Christ. Well, we are the stewards of it. We
are the stewards of the building, the trustees and the
stewards of the building. Then we have the Conference,
which is a steward of the churches, collectively. But we ask,
boldly, “What is Jesus’ dream for Bethesda in the future?”
That’swhatweneedto lookat.Yes, celebrate thepast.Thank
God. And sometimes confess the sins of our past, as
individuals and as a congregation. I remember Bishop
Ledden saying in seminary, well, “If we have corporate sins,
we need to have corporate confession” – not only personal
confession, but corporate confession. Yeah, sometimes we
need to do that.
But what is Jesus’ dream for you in the future as you
connectwithotherpeople in this church family?Dowe trust
Jesus’ work on the cross for your eternity? But do you trust
Jesus’ plan for the rest of your life? I believe that God has a

great plan for each of us, for the rest of our lives. And I’m
talking about earthly life here, too. I didn’t realize that, back
when I accepted him asmy Lord and Savior. I foundmyself
preaching the followingspring.AndIreallydidn’twant tobe
a preacher, ’cause I thought that was too “sissy.” I thought,
“Well, you know, preachers, they sip tea, and eat cookies
with old ladies, you know, and they don’t do anything
exciting.” Well, I really didn’t like tea. I liked the cookies,
okay.But Iwasn’t sureabout the tea. [Laughter]AndI found
out, there’s a lot of adventure out there. Jesushashadmeon
a great adventure. From here to as far west as—the
independent Samoa, and of course, the American Samoa,
andas far east as theHolyLandandBulgaria. I didn’t realize
that God was going to lead me in those directions. I had no
idea.
But you know, God’s ready to take you on an adventure,
whatever your age. It may be an adventure for me to get
home today. I don’t know how bad the traffic will be. So I
needyourprayers.Alright.Butwhenwe—howdopeople get
unity, though, as we move forward? I’ve pondered this for
years, ’cause it’s still about Jesus. How do people get closer
together?Ayoung couple gets closer together as they gaze at
one object: the moon. They find themselves drawn to each
other.AndIbelievewhenpeople, in thenameofJesus, serve
other people with spiritual needs, or physical needs, those
who are working as servants find themselves in a unique
fellowship. They’re bonding together. People who go on
work teams—my brother is eighty-five. He just drove to
Missouri, and here I am, complaining about driving a mere
two hundred miles, you know? I don’t mean to complain; I
actually enjoyed the trip. But the point is he’s been in
Louisiana and other places on work teams. I don’t like
hanging drywall, but he’s tough, you know. I’m not. I didn’t
want to work for a living, so I let him work for a living. But,
you see, at any age, we can be on an adventure with Jesus if
we listen to his “still small voice,” and follow him, and if the
church listens to his “still small voice.”
I’d also ask here: who are the most important people,
according to Jesus?Well I was looking at that, interestingly
enough, this morning. And I think I found it in Matthew,
where, Jesus blesses the little children. He says, “Let the
children come to me, and do not forbid them, for of such is
the Kingdom of God.” And he’s laying his hands on them,
and he departed from them.Well, the disciples don’t get the
point.So lateron, theycomplain, “Whoofus is thegreatest?”
And then Jesus has to tell them again. And within that mix,
Jesus talks about the family, and divorce. I’m divorced. I
don’t like you to divorce. I’m against divorce. But it
happened to me. And I’d rather die than go through a
divorce.But I’mstill here.But thepoint is, childrendobetter
when they’re raisedby their biological parents.We just can’t
escape that fact. I know this is not going to be possible for
many,many children.And somechildrenmayneedJesus to
heal them of their hurts as they grow up. But Jesus loves
them.

HOME
COMIN

G
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And I read this to mean, you know, children are so
important, they may be the most important ones in the
church. They’re not the ones that pay the bills. They’re not
the ones that tithe, necessarily. (Some of them do, I
suppose.)Andso, aswe serve together, aswe try todo things
together, for other people in an unselfish way, I think a
young couple, when they get married, if they will decide to
havesomekindofwaytoserveotherpeopleunselfishly, they
will find themselves falling in love with each other even
more. I really think that will happen.
But are we ready to listen to God, and ask God to help us
to be what we’re supposed to be? To trust him, yes, for our
eternity, to take away our sins, but also to trust him forwhat
he’s leadingus todo in thenext stageofour lives?But there’s
also the supernatural. I think, if we focus on Jesus andwork
together, I think the supernatural will happen. I’ve seen it
happen. I remember one day, a young man came in, to my
living room. And he was troubled. And I said “What’s the
matter?” And he said, “Well, I just feel awful.” Then I talked
to him a little more, and our youth leaders had been talking
to him about Jesus. And I said, “Well, I know. The Holy
Spirit’s working on you. You’re under conviction. So let’s
just pray and receive him as Savior, right now.” And that
happened. That happened. And that young man is here
today.
But I didn’t do it. Jesus did it. I don’t – I can’t save anyone.
I can say, you know, “Accept him.” Or I can try to get other
people towitness about him. But, you see, it’s all about him.
I remember a Sunday (really it was before a Sunday). I
always hear Jesus. I wish I could hear him all the time, but
I don’t. Maybe you have that trouble, too, I don’t know.
Anyway, before the Sunday service, I got this—this word
fromtheLord. Itwas internal (I’veheardGodaudibly,buthe
has spoken to my thoughts and my heart), and “Something
wonderful is going to happen at Bethesda next Sunday.” So
I thought, “Oh boy, the altar is going to be full!” [Laughter]
Because, after my first year in the ministry as a student
pastor, I would give an altar call every Sunday, for people to
accept Jesus or to come for prayer, for whatever their needs
were and expect God to touch them in their need.
So I thought “Oh boy, the altar is going to be full this
Sunday.” So I prepared the best sermon I could. And I
preached my heart out that Sunday, and nobody came
forward. Well, I didn’t feel bad about it. And the spirit kind
of said, “Well, something wonderful did happen, but you
didn’t get to see it.” I gave the altar call again the following
Sunday. And a person cameup. Andhe knelt andhe prayed.
And I did something I never do. I – for some reason, I said,
“Would you like to say a word to the congregation?” (Cause
I never do this to somebody that comes to the altar; that’s
between themandGod). But for some reason, I said “Would
you like to say a word to the congregation?” And he said,
“Yes.” He said, “Jesus came to me last Sunday, but I didn’t
comeup to the altar.” See, it’s all abouthim. It’s not all about
me. It’s all about him and what he does. Well, the next

Sunday, more of his
family came and received Jesus.
And other people did throughout the
years. That’s the supernatural. Or some
people call it “coincidence.” I call it “God-
incidence” or the supernatural at work. When we
focus on Jesus and try to do what he wants us to do.
Onemore illustration, and then I’mgonna try to close
this, because we have Communion yet. And somebody
said there’s dinner available, too. [Laughter] When I left
here, I went to an ecumenical parish. I was a Presbyterian
at 9:30 and Iwas aMethodist at 11:00. On the north side of
the C&D Canal, I was a Presbyterian. On the south side of
the C&D Canal, I was a United Methodist. I sometimes got
the Creed mixed up, sometimes got the prayer mixed up.
And everybody would just sort of smile, you know, and
tolerate me. And I was glad to be tolerated.
But during the last two years, we had a prayer group that
met at 5:30, in the morning, six days a week. Sometimes,
there were only three of us. Sometimes there were maybe
eightor ten;wemet inaprivatehomeat that time.Wewould
pray for people, from about 5:30, to about 6:30. And
miracles started to happen. And I attributed it to, you know,
Godlistening to thatprayergroup. Iwas there fiveyears,and
during the last two years, no one from Trinity Church died.
And I still averaged a funeral every otherweek. Iwouldhave
twenty-four to twenty-five funerals a year, but none of them
were from the membership of Trinity United Methodist
Church. I remember one night, I was at the hospital visiting
one of our older members, and we thought he was going to
die. And his son was a United Methodist minister. And we
were standing outside the door of his room, planning his
funeral. But he made it ’til the 5:30 prayer group. And he
lived on. Imoved from there toHurlock. And about amonth
later, he died. You know, I can’t explain it, except that when
we focus on Jesus, the supernatural happens.
And in closing, I had a seminary professor by the name of
Dr. Gilmore – and I don’t remember what else he taught –
but one thing he said was this: “The early Christians
outthought, and outlived, and out-died their pagan
contemporaries.” “The early Christians outthought,
outlived, and out-died their pagan contemporaries.” Arewe
outthinking, outliving, and out-dying our paganneighbors?
Now, I added something to Dr. Gilmore’s words. I said,
“They did all that because: they out-loved them." They out-
loved them because they got deeper into Jesus.
Letuspray.Lord,onceagain, it’sall aboutyou,andhowwe
connect to you, and how you connect us to each other, and
howyouunifyus in love.Lord, in thisday in time, it’s also the
best of times and the worst of times. Help us. Save us for
eternity.Butsaveusso thatwe’ll glorifyyou in this life. In thy
precious name, Amen.

HOMECOMING
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of PrestonBack in September, Bethesda received a
visit from Dr. Thomas Wash, who came to the
church in order to see family graves in the
cemetery. Dr. Wash revealed that he was the
grandson of J. Frank Lednum, who lived in
the house on the eastern corner of Main
Street andLednumAvenue, catacorner to
Bethesda, and supplied us with the
pictures and reflections included on the
next pages.
James Francis Lednum (1865-1934),
wasthesonofJamesIgnatiusandAlexine
Hignutt Lednum of Denton. In
1890, Lednum married Anna
Laura Callahan (1867-1946),
and they had three children.
The Lednums bought the
house across from
Bethesda from the E.T.
Moore family in 1900,
and renovated it
substantially by
adding, among many
improvements, a porch
on its east sideandanextra
room at its rear. Today, the
house is owned by Warren
Brey and Valerie Vogel.

My mother was Sara Esther
Lednum (born in 1896),
daughter of J. Frank Lednum
and Laura Callahan Lednum. She
had two brothers, Ralph
Creighton Lednum – nicknamed
"Pete" (born in 1891) – and James
Maynard Lednum (born in 1894).
Ralph and his wife, Mary, are
buried in Pocomoke City in St.
Mary's Episcopal Church cemetery.
Maynard and his family are buried
in Preston at the Bethesda United
MethodistChurchcemetery.Bothof
them went to University of
Maryland and Maynard graduated
fromJohnsHopkinswithagraduate
degree in engineering. Maynard
worked for General Foods, and
lived in Sayville, Long Island in

NewYork,whereheandhiswife, Irene, raised twochildren.Ethel
("Ledi"), born in1921, graduated fromDukeUniversity.Maynard
Friz (his mother's maiden last name was Friz), born in 1923 was
a sophomore at CornellUniversitywhenhe joined theNavalAir
Force in 1943, andwas subsequently lost at sea— the bodywas
never found.
James Frank Lednum (my grandfather) was the oldest of six
boys and one sister (his father is buried in the cemetery at
Concord UMC, outside Federalsburg, Maryland). When J.

Frank Lednum's brother, Robert Ignatius Lednum,
became blind in his later years, he invited Ralph and
Mary Wilson Lednum (who had no children) to join
him in Pocomoke City where he also had a tomato
canning business. Mary learned from "Uncle Nace"
the finances of the canning business and alter he
died she ran the office and Ralph took care of the
factory. Another brother, Ovid Lednum, lived in
Denton and the youngest brother was Norman. I
never met him, but his family owns Lednum
Jewelry Store in Cambridge (I met some of them
several years ago, when I was on the Eastern
Shore).
My mother, Esther, graduated from Goucher

College in Baltimore in 1918. She went to Richmond,
Virginia and was a teacher at John Marshall High
School. She met my father, Dr. Atwood Melville
Wash, who at the time of his death in 1960 from
cancer (age 68) was chairman of the Department

of Oral Surgery at MCV Dental School (he founded the
department). I, Dr. Thomas Atwood Wash, a retired
physician (OB-GYN), was an only child born in 1929 — I
grew up in Richmond and was in private practice in
Newport News, Virginia until retiring in 1993.
J. Frank Lednum had a tomato canning business in

Preston and lived across from your church on Main Street
next towhat is nowLednumAvenue. I think the cannerywas
on the sameproperty as thehouse. I can remember themany
truscks and wagons along what is now Lednum Avenue
waiting to unload their tomatoes during canning season --
you could smell tomatoes everywhere -- and a good smell,
too! I learned later that my grandfather also had canning
businesses inSt.MichaelsandCambridgeandwasadelegate
in theMaryland Legislature. He died suddenly in 1934 from

HISTO
RY NO

TES The Lednums

At left: J. Frank Lednum, ca. 1915
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a
h e a r t
attack. My
g r a n d m o t h e r ,
Laura Lednum, lived
as a widow for twelve
years after his death — I
have fond memories of the
trips from Richmond to visit
my grandparents, their family
and friends in Preston in the
'30s and '40s (when you had to
cross the Chesapeake Bay by
ferry!) I recall that when my
uncle asked my father, "When
was the family coming to
Preston again?" he replied
jokingly, "We'll be back when
they build a bridge across the
ChesapeakeBay...," like itwould
never happen!

Dr. Thomas Wash

HISTORY NOTES

Above: two photographs of Laura
Lednum, ca. 1915. At left:
resolutionof respect byBethesda's
WSCSforLauraLednum,uponher
death in 1946.

Below left: Frank and Laura
Lednum. Below right: their children
(from left) Ralph, Esther, and
Maynard. Both photos July 1914.
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HISTO
RY NO

TES The Lednums
of Preston

This detail from a 1917 fire insurance map shows the
Lednum cannery (circled in red) situated right in the
heart of Preston's industrial district, off of Mill Street.
The Lednum House was located about two blocks
away, up Lednum Avenue.

At right: Maynard and Ralph Lednum, and Esther
Lednum posing with one of the family's horses.

Below, top to bottom: three photos of the Lednum
House, from1898, ca. 1915,and2018, respectively.
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HISTORY NOTES

Above left: the Lednum family monument in
Bethesda cemetery. Above right: the monument is
adornedwith an ornate sundial. The engravedmotto
reads, "I count none but sunny hours."

Below: Obituaries for the Lednums from the Denton
Journal.
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One hundred years ago this month, at 11:00 a.m. French time, on
the eleventh day of November, the guns of WorldWar I fell silent after four

years of the most brutal and far-reaching conflict up to that point in human
history. The suspension of hostilities, or armistice, was the first step in brokering a

peace thatwouldultimately take the formof theTreatyofVersailles.AlthoughtheUnited
States suffereda relatively smallnumberof casualtiesduring thewar–about 120,000dead
and 200,000wounded – the war claimed the lives of some twentymillion around the world.
Here we commemorate this signal event that finally brought an end to the war to end all wars.

Two Armistice Day Statements

The White House [c. Nov. 11, 1918]
A suprememoment of history has come. The eyes of the
people have been opened and they see. The hand of God is
laiduponthenations.Hewill showthemfavour, Idevoutly
believe, only if they rise to the clear heights of His own
justice and mercy.

Woodrow Wilson

To my Fellow-countrymen:
The White House, 11 November, 1919.
A year ago today our enemies laid down their arms in
accordance with an armistice which rendered them
impotent to renew hostilities, and gave to the world an
assuredopportunity to reconstruct its shatteredorder and
to work out in peace a new and juster set of international
relations. The soldiers and people of the European Allies
had foughtandendured formore thanfouryears touphold
the barrier of civilization against the aggressions of armed
force. We ourselves had been in the conflict something
more than a year and a half.
With splendid forgetfulness of mere personal concerns
we remodeled our industries, concentrated our financial
resources, increased our agricultural output, and
assembled a great army, so that at the last our power was
a decisive factor in the victory. We were able to bring the
vast resources, material and moral, of a great and free
people to the assistance of our associates in Europe, who
had suffered and sacrificed without limit in the cause for
which we fought.
Out of this victory there arose new possibilities of
political freedom and economic concert. The war showed
us the strength of great nations acting together for high
purposes, and the victory of arms foretells the enduring
conquests which can be made in peace when nations act
justly and in furtherance of the common interests of men.
To us in America, the reflections of Armistice Day will be
filled with solemn pride in the heroism of those who died
in the country’s service, andwith gratitude for the victory,
both because of the thing from which it has freed us and
because of the opportunity it has given America to show
her sympathy with peace and justice in the councils of
nations.

Woodrow Wilson

In Flanders Fields

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place, and in the sky,
The larks, still bravely singing, fly,
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the dead; short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie

In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe!
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high!
If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow

In Flanders fields.

John McCrae (1872 - 1918)

HISTO
RY NO

TES

Everyone Sang

Everyone suddenly burst out singing;
And I was filled with such delight

As prisoned birds must find in freedom,
Winging wildly across the white

Orchards and dark-green fields; on - on - and out of
sight.

Everyone's voice was suddenly lifted;
And beauty came like the setting sun:

My heart was shaken with tears; and horror
Drifted away ... O, but Everyone

Was a bird; and the song was wordless; the singing will
never be done.

Siegfried Sassoon (1886-1967)
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J. Frank and Laura Lednum's grandson, Maynard Friz Lednum, was killed during
manoeuvers duringWorldWar II. Thanks to the contributionofDr. ThomasWash,
we remember him this Veterans' Day.

HISTORY NOTES

Pictures, top to bottom: Maynard Lednum with his
two children, Maynard Friz and Ethel; Maynard
Friz' flight crew, August 1944; Maynard Friz'
cenotaph, located in Bethesda cemetery.

Article from the Suffolk
County News, December
1944. Dr. Wash writes, "The
'Hellcat' was contracted by
the Grumman Co. and the
Navy flew it in 1944.MyUncle
Maynard learned later that
after several similar
accidents the Grumman Co.
corrected a problem with the
instrument navigational
system."
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The Rev.
Eugene H. Peterson

wanted to get the words of
the Bible into the heads and

hearts of his Maryland
congregants so that theywould live its
message. One problem: The words had gone flat from
familiarity. So the pastor went back to the Hebrew and
Greek todohis ownparaphrase, one that aimed tobeboth
colloquial and free of cliché.
Peterson, who died Oct. 22 at 85, is probably best known
for the resulting work, The Message: The Bible in
Contemporary Language. He also penned more than 30
other books that have influenced Christians well beyond his
home Presbyterian Church (USA). “He has been pastoring
people likeme fromafar,” said theRev. JustinColeman,who
is among Peterson’s many United Methodist admirers.
Coleman, senior pastor of University United Methodist
Church in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, routinely uses The
Message among other Bible translations in sermon
preparation. He also has taken inspiration from Peterson’s
books such as “The Pastor: A Memoir” and “A Long
Obedience in the Same Direction,” a book about Christian
discipleship. In fact,Colemansaid, “ALongObedience in the
SameDirection”wouldbea fitting title forPeterson’seulogy.
“Fundamentally, what Eugene Peterson has taught me is
that’s the walk of discipleship and the walk of a pastor,” he
said.
Peterson, born in 1932 in Washington and reared in
Montana, initially began his vocation as both a scholar and
a pastor. He was a professor of biblical languages at New
YorkTheological Seminarywhile concurrently serving as an
associate pastor in White Plains. In 1962, he organized
Christ Our King Presbyterian Church in Bel Air, Maryland,
whereheservedaspastor for29yearsbefore retiring in1991.
Two years later, he became professor of spiritual theology at
Regent College in Vancouver, British Columbia, before
retiring again in 2006 to Montana. Neither retirement
slowed his writing. His 90-day devotional “Every Step an
Arrival” just came out on Oct. 2.
It was while serving as Christ Our King’s pastor that
Petersonsought tomakeGalatiansmoreaccessible toaBible
class. John Stine, an editor at NavPress, saw Peterson’s
treatment and encouraged him to continue the work that
eventually led to The Message, published in 2002.
Throughout theprocess, Peterson toldChristianity Today in
2002, he was thinking of his congregation. “I didn’t want to
be cute; I didn’t want to just get people’s attention,” he told
the magazine. “So I was always working very closely with
those Greek and Hebrew texts, trying to get underneath
them and get into them, and then let it come out as the kind
of language that we’re using.”
A paraphrase, explains the United Methodist Publishing
House, has the primary goal of putting the Bible in current

language without regard for being a word-for-word or even
thought-for-thought match with the original languages. In
some passages, paraphrases containmorewords—not less.
WhilePetersondrewontheearly texts,hewasveryclear that
The Message is a paraphrase. Many English translations,
from the King James to the Common English Bible, are the
work of committees that will debate the exact meaning of a
word or phrase. The Message very much results from the
deliberations of an individual. “I think the benefit of
Peterson, putting him next to committee-produced
translations, is to remind everyone that translation is not a
science, that it’s an art,” Denise Dombkowski Hopkins said.
She is the Woodrow W. and Mildred B. Miller Professor of
Biblical Theology at United Methodist Wesley Theological

FEATU
RES Eugene

Peterson
Obituary

This is a compilation of poetry written and recited by
members of my family. Some were written by the young,
somewerewritten by the older, all werewritten from the
heart! Of historical importance are those written during
WorldWar II. If you are interested in purchasing one for
$8.00, please contact Kari Farnell at 410-200-5815 or
kari21632@yahoo.com.

Continued on page 17
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Seminary in Washington. She advises
students touse standard translations in
worship but welcomes them, when
preaching about a particular verse, to
citePeterson in their sermons.Nineout
of 10 times, she said, he nailed it.
Translators have choices in how they
interpret a particular word, she said.

Peterson’s choices frequently invite
Bible readers and listeners to
reexamine passages afresh. The Rev.
Don Underwood, senior pastor of
Christ United Methodist Church in
Plano, Texas, said that has been his
experience. “Peterson managed to
bridge the cultural divide between the

t i m e
of Jesus and our
own by translating
into an idiom that is
contemporary, dynamic and
relevant,” he said.
Here is one example. Many
Christians can recite, without
thinking, the King James Version of
John 1:14: “And the Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us. For people
who typically just nod along to words
like dwelt, The Message offers this:
“TheWordbecamefleshandblood,and
moved into the neighborhood.” The
Rev. Jeffrey Campbell, who first
encountered The Message as a youth
pastor, says this is his favorite verse in
the paraphrase. “This is essentially
what Peterson was trying to do with his
translation, help God’s Word become
incarnational and accessible for the
present and future generations,” said
Campbell, who now is executive
director of conference relationships at
United Methodist Discipleship
Ministries. “This incarnational quality
of The Message is at the heart of what
most Methodists seek: ‘How do I live
out this faith in my neighborhood in
ways that embody the love of Christ?’”
Bishop Bruce R. Ough, former
CouncilofBishopspresident, fromtime
to time cites The Message in his
messages to congregations. "The
Message, Eugene Peterson’s poetic,
insightful, at times jarring paraphrase
of the Scriptures, has always awakened
me to the inversions at the core of the
Gospel message. The last shall be first.
The meek will inherit the earth," said
Ough, who leads the Dakotas and
Minnesota conferences. "The Message
almost always causes me to look at the
Scriptures from an inverted position,
often revealing a new truth or a deeper
level of truth.”
The Message has sold more than 20
million copies over multiple editions
and has attracted some famous fans.
Bono, the frontman for U2, wrote the
foreword to a special daily reading
edition The Message 100. The Rev.
Anna Petrin, assistant professor of

FEATURES

Bethesda Happenings
Top: Rev. Jim Michael leads the Thursday night Revelation Bible Study group.

Bottom: Susan McCandless teaches Sunday School. Continued on page 19
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"Now
Thank We

All ourGod" is
another one of
those popular Thanksgiving
hymns that we hear every year.
Usually for theThanksgiving season,
it is sometimes sung to indicate God’s
providence and working in the lives of
His people.
The words to this familiar hymn date
back to the sixteenth century following
the timeof freedomfor theNetherlands
who had just gotten away fromSpanish
oppression. It was first published in
1626 in a collection of poems and songs
about theEightyYears'War.There isno
specific writer attributed to it, but
Adrianus Valerius is credited with its
first publication and many believe for
combining the words with a popular
Dutch folk tune of the day. It was
published again some250 years later in
another Netherlands folksong book.
In the late 1800s, New Yorker
Theodore Baker, who was a
musicologist who studied in Leipzig,
translated the hymn from German and
gave it the title “Prayer for
Thanksgiving.” It was from his
publication in 1894 that its association
with Thanksgiving is derived. Because
this hymn was originally written
following war, it does contain some
political overtones. Mostpeople see the
phrases as indications of the coming
rescue from this life by Jesus, when in
actuality it refers to the rescue of the
Netherlands from the oppression of the
Catholics of Spain. Baker’s publication
of this hymn led to another author
borrowing the tune for her poem, “We
praise thee, O God, our Redeemer,
Creator." Neither this hymn nor “We
Gather Together” are sung today to the
original tune, but rather to a tune by
EduardKremser,written in1877. Itwas
first published in an American hymnal
in 1903. Interestingly, its “big break”
came in 1935 when it was included in
the national hymnal of the Methodist-
Episcopal Church.

Kari Farnell

Hymn of
the MonthFEATU

RES
CHAPTER 1 ~
GROWING UP
I was born into a
family that by today’s
standards could be

called ‘very religious’. My
older brother andmyparentswent to a
Missouri Synod Lutheran Church in
downtownBaltimore (started in 1868)
every Sunday. We left our Baltimore
County home first thing in the
morning,andwouldnotgethomeuntil
after lunch. We went to Sunday
School, choir practice and church.
This was the time when the church
children’s choirhad red/white robes. I
remember feeling very special because
my name was on the tag- it was MY
robe. My Dad was President of the
congregation for fifty years. My Mom

was active in the woman’s
organizations. I remember visiting
shut-ins with Mom at Augsburg
Lutheran Home in Baltimore County.
My recollection of the sermons were
more damnation and punishment
centric than anything else.
Duringthesummers,wewouldcome
to the Eastern Shore, on the Choptank
Riverandcreatebeautifulmemoriesas
a family - crabbing, swimming,
boating, playing cards, laughing,
telling stories and spending time
together. Dadwas oneof 7 children, so
there were always plenty of cousins
around (this is relevant later in my
story).
As the years went by, Sundays were
the same for 17 years until I went away
to college. I would describe my
religious upbringing as repetitious. I
certainly believed in God, and
understood the Bible stories, but I did

not understand that Jesus wanted a
personal relationship with me.

CHAPTER 2 ~
AWAY FROMGOD

Once I went to college, everything
changed. Although I had a strong and
unshakable belief inGodas the creator
of the universe, the decisions I made
once I was on my own took me away
from God and Jesus for decades.
I didn’t go to church during college
unless I went home. I made choices
that were not God pleasing. I
remember trying to explain to my
boyfriend why I believed in God and
couldn’t. And of course, since his
perspective was as an unbeliever, God
took a back seat in my life.
After college, I entered the working
world and continued the pattern of

decisions that put emphasis on earthly
treasures and pleasures. And then I
met Bruce. I had always wanted to be
married in that historical church in
downtown Baltimore, and dreamed of
walking down that VERY LONG aisle,
but by then, the church had been
‘moved’ andupdated–Route95was to
be built into Baltimore City, and the
churchwas to be razed tomakeway for
progress. It turns out that the church
was converted into condominiums, as
somewhere along the line, the road
was re-routed. But by then, the church
had bought property and a new one
built several blocks away from the old
historic building. I always felt the
church had been stolen. Bruce and I
were married in a beautiful outside
wedding in my parents’ backyard.

Suzy Staehlin
Suzy's story concludes in next
month's issue.

My
Testimony

Suzy and family go boating in the Sea Chick in June 1966.
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worship and
chapel elder at
Wesley Theological
Seminary, said she is young
enough that she can’t
remember a time before The
Message was among the
scriptural references pastors use.
“That’s really how important it has
been in the life of the church,” she
said.
But beyond TheMessage, a number
of Peterson’s books have become
seminary staples. As a student at
United Methodist Duke Divinity
School, Petrin read Peterson’s “Eat
This Book.” “It refers to the scroll that
the prophet (Ezekiel) eats," she said.
"When we receive Scripture and pray
and let it into our hearts, we consume
it and it consumesus."Today, sheuses
his book on Revelation and prayer,
“Reversed Thunder,” for her classes
on worship.
DombkowskiHopkinssaidPeterson
left the kind of legacy hoped for by
most biblical scholars. “I think he
devoted his whole life to ensuring that
the Bible remained the living word of
God rather than an object,” she said.
“The Bible in Eugene Peterson’s eyes
was always a source of revelation, of
transformation and of life.”

By Heather Hahn
Reprinted from www.umc.org

WEEKLY INCOME: OCTOBER 2018
Date

10/7
10/14
10/21
10/28

Attendance
9:00 10:15
n/a 62
16 23
18 31
24 31

Plate
Total*
$1,183.00
$100.00
$1,220.00
$212.00

Envelope
Total*
$1,140.00
$850.00
$1,095.00
$1,300.00

Total

$2,323.00
$950.00
$2,315.00
$1,512.00

Statistics
•Required Income According to
Budget: 4 weeks @ $2,054 per
week = $8,216.00
•Actual Income: $7,100.00
•Average Weekly Income: $1,477.39

•Average Attendance:
9:00: 19
10:15: 36

•Average Per Capita Income: $30.40
*indicates total from both services

FEATURES

Transform!

Nancy Seaman reminded students in a
recent Sunday School lesson that Jesus
helps us transform our lives!
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Christmas is Coming...

Need to Buy a Wreath?
We Can Help!

Purchase a Wreath
and Support Caroline
County's Young Life

Chapter...

See Page 19 for
Details!


