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Classes Begin
March 3

All sixth- to twelfth-
graders are invited to be
partofourconfirmation
classes. On March 3 at

11:30 a.m., we will do an orientation
for students and parents. Six sessions
for students will take place on
Sundays at 11:30 a.m. from March 10
through April 14. Contact Pastor Jim
or Pastor Linda formore information.

Bishop's Confirmation Rally
Barratt's Chapel will host its annual
confirmation rally with the Bishop on
March 30, from 10:00 a.m. to noon.
Members of Bethesda's confirmation
class are encouraged to attend.
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Helpusputa fresh faceon
our space, room by
room, by participating
in Adopt a Room!
Starting with the church

office and the bathrooms, we are
sprucingup thedownstairswing. Sign
up on Sundays to be part of a team to
tackle one of these projects, ormake a
donation for supplies. Everyone can
help. Grab some friends,
choose a room,
and get to work!
Contact Wanda
Prothero or
Doris Gerlach
for information
on how to get
started.

Adopt
-A-
Room

Begin Your Lenten Journey with Two Events
March 5 • 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Please join us for our annual Pancake Supper. The menu
includes pancakes, sausage, scrapple, scrambled eggs, and
scalloped apples, with beverages of coffee, milk, and orange
juice. Entry is free but donations are appreciated.

March 6 • 7:00 p.m.
Ash Wednesday Worship Service in the Sanctuary

LENT
In the Shadow of the Cross
Lent started out in the early church as a time of
preparation when people who wanted to become
Christians would present themselves for baptism,
which normally took place on Easter Sunday.
During the season of Lent, they would prepare
themselves through the catechism and other
training in what it means to be a
Christian and how to live a
Christian life. The whole church,
as an act of support and
encouragement, would join in this time of
preparation, study, repentance, and spiritual
formation.Iencourageyoutodothesame.Lent isnot
just a time to give up chocolate. It is a time to assess
where we are in our relationship with Jesus, and
discernwhat steps Jesus is callingus to take. You can
truly be transformed during the season of Lent if you
choose to put your focus onJesus. I urge you to give it
your attention.

Pastor Linda
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Upcoming Events

During Lent, join us for “God Is On The Move,” a new series based on the biblical
book of Luke, taking place inworship services and in Bible study groups. I encourage
youtocommit rightnowto takingpart inboth.Youmaybewonderingwhyyoushould
join a Bible study group. Here are just a few of the many good reasons:
• You will be spending time in the Bible. All of us who call ourselves Christians
should be reading our Bibles regularly, if not daily.
• Youmight say, “Well, I don’t understand it. That’swhy Idon’t read theBible.”And
that is exactly why you should be in a Bible study group. In the group, youwill the

opportunity to ask your questions and discuss the things you don’t
understand. You will come through the study knowing more about
Jesus, more about yourself, and more about the people in your
group. It will be a blessing all the way around.
• None of us knows everything! It’s important, no matter how
long we’ve been Christians, that we keep learning. God is not
done with any of us yet!
If you do nothing else all year, I pray you will make the

commitment to seven sessions ofBible studyduring
Lent.Groupsmeet for90minutes. You
will need another 30 minutes or so
during the week to do the readings.

So we are asking you to commit two
hours a week to your spiritual growth for

theseven-weekperiod.Pleasemakethe time.
Bible study groups begin theweek ofMarch 3.

There are groups meeting during the day, in the
evening and possibly on Sunday. See the listing of

available groups in the bulletin or call Pastor Linda or the
church office.

Pastor Linda

Why
Should YOU
be in a

Bible Study
Group?
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Confirmation Meeting

Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper
5:00–7:00 p.m.

Ash Wednesday
Service, 7:00 p.m.

Confirmation Class

Confirmation Class

Free Movie Night
6:30 p.m.

Confirmation Class

Barratt's Rally

Confirmation Class
Seniors' Lunch-n-Linger

WEEKLY INCOME: FEBRUARY 2019
Date

2/3
2/10
2/17
2/24

Attendance
9:00 10:15
17 21
21 37
17 35
16 29

Plate
Total*
$1,030.00
$125.00
$184.00
$142.50

Envelope
Total*
$670.00
$1,205.00
$1,260.00
$765.00

Total

$1,700.00
$1,330.00
$1,444.00
$907.50

Statistics
•Required Income According to
Budget: 4 weeks @ $2,300 per
week = $9,200.00
•Actual Income: $5,381.50
•Average Weekly Income: $1,319.06

•Average Attendance:
9:00: 17
10:15: 31

•Average Per Capita Income: $31.41
*indicates total from both services

Right: Jeremy
Boyd won the
DVD of The
Secret Life of
Pets at the last
Movie Night.
Join us March
22 for another
chance to win!

Movie Night
March 22 • 6:30 p.m.
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REGULAR MINISTRIES AT BETHESDA

God is on the Move!
About six years ago,Barry and Imoved.
We moved about ten miles to the east
side of Seaford. But after living in our
home at Reliance for over twenty years,
itwasmoredifficult thanweanticipated.
We had apparently forgotten how

disorientingandstressfulmoving
can be. As much as were excited about making
this move, it was traumatic. We were totally
stressed out by the process. Simple things, like a
chair to sit on while you put on your shoes, or a
pairofscissorswhereyoucanfindthem,couldno
longer be taken for granted. We eventually got
settled, andnow there is a chair by thedoor sowe
can on our shoes before we walk out the door.
You’ve probably moved a few times, too, and perhaps you
canrelate toour feelingsofboth joyandstress. Inmoving,we
often discover things about ourselves that we didn’t know.
Like our tendency to accumulate things. Or howwe respond
when everything does not go ourway.Moving brings us new
realizations about ourselves.

WhenGod tookon flesh
in the person of Jesus Christ, God
moved into anewneighborhood.But once
his ministry began, Jesus did not stay put for
long.Hewas always on themove.Whether it was
his own baptism, the temptations he faced in the
desert, or to Jerusalem where he would eventually

give his life for us, Jesus was always on the
move.
This Lent, we will follow as “God is on the
Move” through the gospel of Luke: into the
desert, down the road, over the fence, to the
cross, and out of the tomb.Wewill see, too, that
Jesus is constantlymoving toward us. Lent gives
us the opportunity to move deeper into the
biblical storyofJesus’ journeyonearth, aswell as

deeper into our own spiritual journey to see things God
wants to show us about ourselves. The Christian life is a
journeyandweall need tokeepmoving.Be sure to joinus for
“God is on the Move” in worship and in Bible study groups,
beginning the week of March 3.

Pastor Linda

PASTOR'S PAGE

3/5
3/8
3/17

Brenda Baker
Mary Cheezum

Pat Zepp
Did we miss your birthday? Get in touch,

and help us update our records!

MARCH
Birthdays!

9:00 a.m.

10:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Schedule
Contemporary Worship Service

Sunday School

Traditional Worship Service

Pastor Linda's Office Hours
Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
These hours are subject to change at

short notice.

Church Office Hours
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Pastor Linda
pastorlinda406@comcast.net

410-673-7538

Church Office
BethesdaChurchOffice@gmail.com

410-673-7538

Leap-Froggers' Club
The Leap Froggers' Club meets on
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Children age 3 to
fifth grade are invited to attend. Mrs.
Susan McCandless, along with a team
of dedicated helpers, leads the club.
Kids learn about Jesus and God’s love
forus.Parents,bringyourkids forLeap
Froggers and join us in the Chapel for
an uplifting time of contemporary
worship.

Seniors' Lunch-N-Linger
The last Sunday of each month single
seniorsage50andoverget together for
some fellowship. A light lunch will be
enjoyed in the church kitchen right
after the 10:15 a.m. worship service.
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The following article
originally appeared
on UMCNews.org
on February 27,
2019.

Beneath the Arch that
symbolizes the U.S. Gateway to the
West, more than 820 General
Conference delegates worked to open a
gateway in the denomination’s
longtime homosexuality debate.
But after four days of prayers,
speeches, protests and votes, it remains
to be seen whether The United
Methodist Church has found a way
forward or remains stuck. “It was our
aspiration that we would find a way
forward beyond our impasse. That was
to try to really listen topeople and listen
to their values and understand them as
people, rather than issues,” Bishop
Kenneth H. Carter, president of the
Council of Bishops, said in a press
conference after General Conference
adjourned. “I will simply say we have
work to do. We did not accomplish
that.”
Bottom line: More than 53 percent of
the multinational denomination’s top
lawmaking body supported the
Traditional Plan that reinforces the
church’s bans on same-gender unions
and “self-avowed practicing” gay
clergy. Still uncertain is how much of
the legislation will take effect — or
whether it will change the dynamic in
places where a number of United
Methodists, including entire annual
conferences, openly defy these rules.
Late afternoon Feb. 26, delegates
requested a declaratory decision by the
Judicial Council on the
constitutionality of the Traditional
Plan.
The denomination’s top court will
address the request at its next
scheduled meeting April 23-25 in
Evanston, Illinois. The Rev. Gary
Graves, secretary of General
Conference, saidanypieceof legislation
that the Judicial Council declares
unconstitutionalwould not be included
in the Book of Discipline, the
denomination’s policy book. The April

meeting will be the Judicial Council’s
third review of the legislation to see if it
is in line with the denomination’s
constitution. In October, the Judicial
Council — in a unanimous ruling —
found seven of 17 petitions
unconstitutional and identified
unconstitutional portions in two
others. It ruled eight petitions
constitutional.
After some amendments to the plan,
the General Conference on Feb. 25
asked the Judicial Council to review the
legislation again. Early on Feb. 26,
delegates learned the court— citing the
same constitutional issues as before —
ruled seven of the petitions
unconstitutional and identified an
unconstitutional sentence in another.
In the afternoon, plan supporters
amended some of the legislation again
but didn’t address all the previously
identified constitutional issues.
The final Traditional Plan legislative
package did not include two petitions
because they had not been moved
forward by the Standing Committee on
Central Conference Matters, the first
stop for legislation that affects church
regions in Africa, Europe, and the
Philippines. One of the petitions not
included in the finalpackagecouldhave
been far-reaching, requiring annual
conferences to certify they would
uphold the marriage and ordination
prohibitions or leave the
denomination. A similar petition in the
Modified Traditional Plan, meant to
augment theTraditional Plan, also died
in the standing committee.TheJudicial
Council alsohadpreviously foundsome
constitutional problems in text shared
by both petitions. The Judicial Council
ruled unconstitutional the second
petition in the Modified Traditional
Plan, which would have created a
Global Episcopacy Committee to hold
bishops accountable.
The parts of the Traditional Plan that
the Judicial Council has held
constitutional include an augmented
definition of “self-avowed practicing
homosexual,” to say it includes people
“living in a same-sex marriage,
domestic partnership, or civil union or

is a
person who
publicly states she or
he is a practicing
homosexual.” Also
previously held constitutional
is legislation that sets aminimum
penalty for clergy performing a
same-sex wedding of one year’s
suspension without pay for the first
offense and loss of credentials for the
second. The Judicial Council will
considerwhat in theplancantakeeffect
when it meets this spring.
Regardless of what the Judicial
Council does, no one left General
Conference feeling happy with what
happened. The Rev. Chiondzi
Wellington, a Zimbabwean student at
Garrett-Evangelical Theological
Seminary inEvanston, Illinois, worried
after the plan passed what the vote
wouldmeanforrelationshipsacross the
international church. Voting is by
secret ballot, but itwas clear from floor-
vote speeches that tallies reflected
regionaldifferences. “Thedecisionswill
have a big impact on the future of the
church,”Wellingtonsaid. “Iamnotsure
relationships across the church are
going tobe the sameafter this. I amvery
anxious.” In protests, prayers and
songs, many LGBTQ United
Methodists expressed a sense of
anguish. Also unknown is how many
disheartened United Methodists will
make their way to the exits.
The last piece of legislation General
Conference approved was an amended
version of a petition that allows
churches, with limitations, to leave the
denomination with their property. The
Judicial Council ruled a previous
iteration of the legislation
unconstitutional but the new version is
not, at this point, up for court review.
Just before General Conference ended,
the Rev. Donna Pritchard, delegate
from the Oregon-Idaho Conference,
proclaimed the Western Jurisdiction
was not going anywhere and would
remain on its path of inclusion. “The
Western Jurisdiction intends to
continue to be one church, fully

SPECIAL
GENERAL CONFERENCE

Continued on Next Page

GC2019
Maps Uncertain
Way Forward
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Statement from the Council of Bishops

TheCouncil ofBishopsofTheUnitedMethodist
Church would like to thank the delegates to the
Special Session of the General Conference for
their diligent work during the 2019 conference,
which ended today in St. Louis, in the United
States. The General Conference is the highest
legislative body in the church and the only group
who candecide church lawand speakofficially for
the global denomination.
The 864 delegates (half lay, half clergy) from all
over theworldmet fromFeb. 24-26 todiscuss and
act on the report of the Commission on a Way
Forward over the issue of human sexuality. The
delegates also considered petitions other than the
report from the Commission. The decision of the
General Conference was to offer a majority
support for theTraditionalPlan.Thevotewas438
to 384. The delegates then voted to ask the
Judicial Council, the highest court in the
denomination, to review the constitutionality of
the approved legislation.

What is the Traditional Plan?
TheTraditionalPlankeeps thecurrent language
around sexuality and increases accountability by
streamlining the processes to enforce penalties
for violations of The Book of Discipline related to
marriage and ordination of LGBTQI persons.
Some parts of the Traditional Plan were ruled
unconstitutional, and it will take some time to
clarify which parts will become part of our church
law and which parts will not.
“We continue to teach and believe that all
persons are welcomed in the church, all persons
are persons of sacredworth andwewelcome all to
receive the ministry of Jesus. Human sexuality is
a topic on which people of faith have differing
views,” said Bishop Ken Carter, president of the
Council of Bishops, after the conference ended.
“Despite our differences, wewill continue towork
together to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world and share God’s love
with all people.”

What is the next step for the UMC?
Since the legislation isnot theofficial church law
until January 1, 2020, the bishops are urging all
UnitedMethodists to stay focused on themission
thatglorifiesGodandreachesnewpeoplewith the
gospel. Bishops will be holding meetings with
clergy and laity in their annual conferences on
how details will be handled in each area.

inclusive and open to all God’s
children across the theological and social

spectrum,” Pritchard said as other delegates from
across the delegates stood beside her. The jurisdiction

elected Bishop Karen Oliveto, the denomination’s first
openly gay bishop and leader of the Mountain Sky
Conference.
The Rev. Jeff Greenway, chair of the Wesleyan Covenant

Association that lobbied hard for the Traditional and Modified
Traditional plans, worried that the plan as it stands “has no teeth.”
“There’s little likelihood of accountability, which means people all
around the church are increasingly frustrated,” he said. The
Wesleyan Covenant Association’s leadership council is holding a
meeting Feb. 27-28 to determine next steps, which could include
calling an April 25-26 Convening Conference that would potentially
start a new denomination.
This special General Conference— the first such off-year gathering
in the denomination since 1970 — came about after long tensions
boiledoverat the2016GeneralConference inPortland,Oregon.That
General Conference authorized the bishops to form the 32-member
Commission on a Way Forward to find ways to help the church stay
together — and to call a special General Conference to take up the
commission’s proposals. The Traditional Plan was among the plans
to emerge from the commission’s work as did the One Church Plan,
which would have left questions of marriage up to individual
churches and clergy, and ordination up to conferences. The One
Church Plan had the backing of a majority of bishops and was
affirmedbyamajorityofcommissionmembers.But theplanonlyhad
about 47 percent support from the delegates. Most of the delegates
are thesamewhoserved in2016.AsofOctober, thebishop-appointed
commission had used 56.2 percent of its nearly $1.5 million budget.
That does not include the commission’s participation in the special
GeneralConference.The specialGeneralConference itself cost about
$3.6 million.
No matter what they feel about what transpired, many of those at
General Conference were already looking to Sunday. Even those in
pain saw hope in the weekly worship timed to be a reminder of
Christ’s resurrection. Ben Weger, a transgender worship leader at
Allendale United Methodist Church in St. Petersburg, Florida, said
he expects to go to church on Sunday and have a time of lament. “But
I think therewill also be joy becausewealreadyknowwhoweare,” he
said of his church, which identified as Reconciling, meaning it
advocatesLGBTQequality. “Weare going to continue tobe andbuild
the church we have been called to.”
Bishop Carter, who also leads the Florida Conference, said he
doesn’t take anybody’s participation in church for granted. “The
people who are my heroes,” he said, “are the people who have been
hurt by the church and yet stay at the table.”

Heather Hahn

SPECI
AL

GENER
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NFERE
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General Conference Briefing
March 9 at 2:00 p.m., St. Luke’s UMC, Denton.

There will be a presentation of the outcome of the recent special
General Conference addressing sexual orientation. Everyone is
welcome to attend.
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This month I am thrilled to
publish two rare pictures of
Rev. Alfred W. Strickland
(1900-1985) and his wife,
Harriett (1898-1967). Rev.

Strickland's appointmentatBethesda lasted from
1943 to 1946. In the early 1950s he left the
ministry entirely, and little is known of his later
life. Thesephotographs come tous courtesy of the
Stricklands' granddaughter,ChristineBarth,who
is the infant inbothpictures. I ammost grateful to
Ms.Barth,whosegenerosityandhelpfulnesshave
made it possible for us to know her family a little
better.

I bid you grace and peace from the Lord
Jesus Christ.
During the Monday night worship
service at General Conference this week
we read the following version of the
Wesley Covenant Prayer:
The church is not ours but Yours, O God.

Use it however You desire, ranks it however You inspire.
Activate it, allow it to struggle.
Use it to demonstrate Your glory,

or let it be diminished so that You alone are praised,
Lift it up or bring it low,

whatever is more useful to Your mission of salvation.
Let the church be full, let it be empty.
Let it have it all, let it have nothing.

We freely and heartily yield the church to You
To enjoy what is Yours or to change what is Yours.
Open Your church to the fresh breezes of Your Spirit
Baptize Your church afresh with the rushing waters of

Your Spirit
Renew, Revive, Renovate, Revitalize Your church,
Blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

I lead with this as I write to
you now that the 2019 Special Session
ofGeneralConferencehasended.Wevoted
to keep the traditional tenants of our current
Book of Discipline that prohibit LGBTQIA+
ordination and church marriage ceremonies. The
"Traditional Plan" in its entirety did not passed
because it has a number of unconstitutional petitions.
The Judicial Council at their April meeting will further
refine this. The "One Church Plan" (the more progressive
option) did not pass and the margin of the vote was close.
I am deeply aware of the hurt and pain that this has

broughtupontheLGBTQAI+community, their familiesand
friends. I regret thispainandsufferingandcallus tominister
grace andhealing to this part of our church family. Everyone
is of sacred worth and all are indispensable for the up-
building of the church.
The mission and ministry of Jesus Christ is still our

mission and vision. Nothing can separate us from that love
ofGod.Letus continue thiswork in the strengthof theSpirit.

Bishop Peggy A. Johnson

Reflections
on General
Conference
2019

FEATURES

Barry and I want to
thank the congregation
of Bethesda for
supporting my request

to take threeweeks of vacation time
last month. We stayed at Hilton
Head,SouthCarolina.Wewereable
to spend some great time with my 91-year-old mother-in-
law, and with some of our grandchildren. The weather was
prettynice forFebruary, reaching into the70sonsomedays.
One of our favorite things aboutHiltonHead is thewide flat
beach. We went bike riding on the beach several days, and
walked the beach most days. I even ran in a five-mile race
while we were there.We enjoyed plenty of good food, too! A
special thanks to Pastor Jim Michael for preaching in my
absence. It was wonderful to be away, and it is wonderful to
be back home with our church family at Bethesda!

Blessings, Pastor Linda

Thank
You!

Above: District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Shirlyn Brown's
thank you note for the Christmas present we sent her.

Above: the Stricklands and
their granddaughter in
Baltimore, 1951. At right: with
a very happy little girl on
Easter 1952.
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