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Blasting, billowing, bursting forth
With the power of
Ten billion butterfly sneezes,
Man, with his flaming pyre,
Has conquered the wayward breezes.
Climbing to tranquility,
Far above the cloud,
Conceiving the heavens,
Clear of misty shroud.

Graeme Edge (1969)
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EXPLORE NEW WORLDS
WITH BETHESDA
VBS: To Mars and Beyond
July 8-11, 6:00-8:00pm

This isatruly“outof thisworld”VBS!
Maybe it’s time for you to step out of
your comfort zone to be part of this big
outreach for our church. We have a place
for you to serve!We are praying for an “out
of world” number of children: forty-eight!
Please join us in praying for the children to
come, for their hearts to be touched by the
message of Jesus. Please pray about how you can
contribute to our VBS mission! On-line registration
isopenonourwebsite,oryoucancall thechurchoffice.

BLESSING BOX
One way we are getting out in the
community is through our new
Blessing Box! This is a project of our
Outreach team. Thanks to the Oakes
family for getting the box, installing it in
therearofourparking lot, andstocking it! It
is now fully stockedwith non-perishable food
items and somepersonal hygiene items. After it
was shared on our Facebook page, people from
the community have brought food to help stock the
box! Spread the word! Help us let our community
know food can be found at Bethesda!

Outdoor Worship at Choptank
This is anotherwaywe are getting “out of
ourworld” and out of our comfort zone to

take the message of Jesus out into the
community.We’ve always had lots of visitors

comewhenweworshipatChoptank.Please join
us and bring your friends! People who might not

feel comfortable stepping foot inourbuildingmight
welcome the invitation to worship outdoors at

Choptank. Bring a chair or a blanket to sit on, and join
us the last Sunday of each month through September at

9:00 a.m. We have canopy tents for shade. The 10:15 a.m.
service will take place as usual in the Sanctuary.

NEWS
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I remember it
well: July 20, 1969.
We were gathered
around the black and
white television to
witness a momentous
event: the Apollo 11 mission
to land human beings on the

moon. My dad wanted us all to
see this historic event. As the hour got later, it
became more difficult for my 10 year-old to stay
awake! I drifted in and out of sleep as we waited,
watching grainy black and white images from the
moon. Finally, at a little before 11:00pm on that
summer night, American astronauts stepped foot
on themoon for the first time! Itwas amazing! The
whole country, andprobably thewholeworld,was
transfixed!Asastronautandfirstmanonthemoon
famously said, “That’s one small step forman, one
giant leap for mankind.” It was a moment in time
when anything seemed possible for our nation. If
we can send a man to the moon and return him
safely back to Earth, what couldn’t we do? It truly
was a monumental feat.
As we consider the 50th anniversary of this
remarkable achievement, I marvel at what can
happen when we are willing to look beyond what
currently exists, and step out of our comfort zones
unafraid into the future, a future that does not yet

exist. I am reminded
that the church is always at its
best when it is willing to step out of
its comfort zone unafraid: unafraid to
fail, unafraid to take chances, unafraid to
pushboundaries, unafraid todonew things.
Not only are we at our best, we are more fully
living into our mission: “Go,” Jesus said, “and
make disciples of all nations.” Matthew 28:19.
Surely if we can send aman to themoon,we can
send ourselves out into our community with the
love and grace of Jesus. Ifwe can sendaman to the
moon, we can come up with new and innovative
ways to make a difference in our community, to
reach those who seem unreachable right now.
Will it be easy? Of course not, but that doesn’t
change the reality that this is the mission Jesus
calls us to. Only through hard work and a lot of
stepping out of comfort zones will it happen. But
NASA has nothing on us!
WearepoweredbytheHoly
Spirit! Therefore, anything
is possible! We can expect
“out of this world” results
when we partner with the
Holy Spirit to accomplish
the mission at hand!

Blessings,
Pastor Linda

Leap-Froggers' Club
The Leap Froggers' Club meets on
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Children age
3 to fifthgradeare invited toattend.
Mrs.SusanMcCandless, alongwith
a team of dedicated helpers, leads
theclub.Kids learnaboutJesusand
God’s love for us. Parents, bring
your kids for Leap Froggers and
joinus in theChapel for anuplifting
time of contemporary worship.
Seniors' Lunch-N-Linger

The last Sunday of each month
single seniors age 50 and over get
together for some fellowship. A
light lunch will be enjoyed in the
church kitchen right after the 10:15
a.m. worship service.

Sunday Morning Schedule
Contemporary Worship Service

Sunday School
Traditional Worship Service

9:00 a.m.

10:15 a.m.

Pastor Linda's Office Hours
Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
These hours are subject to change at

short notice.

Church Office Hours
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Pastor Linda
pastorlinda406@comcast.net

410-673-7538

Church Office
BethesdaChurchOffice@gmail.com

410-673-7538

Our REGULAR

MINISTRIES

PASTOR'S PAGE
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Bethesda
Out in the Community!

We had a blast at the Firemen’s Carnival Parade!
We handed out tons of candy and 400 streamer wands
promoting VBS and Lead Froggers! A fun time was had by
all! Thanks to our parade crew: Pastor Jim, Nancy Seaman,
Nikki Oakes, Jules Oakes, AnnistonNewberry, Colby Boyd,
and Suzy Staehlin! We got there early and had a great
position early in the parade! What a fun community event!
Thanks to the ladies responsible for making the streamer
wands,NancySeaman,WandaProthero,BrendaBaker,and
Joyce Alderman! The kids loved them!

July Birthdays
7/2
7/5
7/16
7/21

7/22
7/26
7/30
7/30

Cheryl Michael
Melinda Roe

Becky Turner
Susannah Cheezum

Mary Sue Andrew
Thomas II Cheezum

Danny Morris
Christy Cheezum

Recognizing
Our 2019 CRHS
Graduates

This year Bethesda had
two graduates from
Colonel Richardson High
School: Keith Cayer and
Thomas Cheezum III. Both
are accomplished musicians,
academic stars, and all around
fine young men! They have
contributed a great deal to our
church and its ministry andwe
have been lucky to have them as part of our congregation.
TheOutreach Committee gave bothmen a $250 book award
to help them further their education in college and beyond.
Congratulations! Well done!

NEWS

Upcoming Events
July 8-11

July 10

July 14

July 16

July 17

July 28

August 10

August 11

August 14

August 18

August 25

September 29

VBS 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Community Outreach Meeting
10:30 a.m.

VBS Sunday 9:45 a.m. (ONE service)
followed by Sundaes on Sunday

Endowment Committee, 6:00 p.m.

Outreach Team, 6:30 p.m.

OutdoorWorship
Choptank Marina, 9:00 a.m.

Peach Festival
Firehouse, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Church Picnic

Worship Team, 6:30 p.m.

Admin Council planning meeting,
12:00 p.m.

OutdoorWorship
Choptank Marina, 9:00 a.m.

OutdoorWorship
Choptank Marina, 9:00 a.m.
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Whenwe live asGod intends,wewill be
“Connected Christians offering the
hope of Jesus Christ to today’s world.”
Wewill accomplish thatVision through
living out our Mission: Cultivating
Christ communities through our CALL
—Connecting, Acting, Leading, and
Loving. Our theme for Annual
Conference comes from the “A” of our
CALL—Acting, where we put our faith
in action by advocating for the
marginalized. The theme for the year,
“Proclaim Release,” comes from Jesus’
declaration of his mission in Luke
4:18-19: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me, because he has anointed me to
bring good news to the poor. He has
sent me to proclaim release to the
captives and recovery of sight to the
blind, to let the oppressed go free, to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
We gathered around this theme at the
Chase Center.
We began our work before Opening
Worship, holding our Clergy Executive
Session and Laity Session on Thursday
morning. At the Clergy Session, we
heard a testimony from Rev. Eric
Warner fordevotions, ashe sharedhow
God had given him release. Our Black
College Ambassador, Brittani Levine,
also shared her story of God’s work in
her life through our apportionment
giving. Our work included hearing an
update about the Clergy Eight-Year
Assessments, voting to approve
candidates for commissioning and
ordination and retirement, and
organizing our life and work together.
The Lay Delegates also heard
testimonies and participated in a Bible
studyonracismto support the themeof
Proclaim Release led by Denise Snyder
and Debbie O’Neal.
After lunch, we gathered for Opening
Worship, with music led by the

Buttonwood UMC Choir. Mr. Shawn
Elbert, a former member of the staff of
the Board of Child Care, brought the
message, using Mark 5 as his text. He
reminded us of the power of labels to
inhibit relationships and keep people
chained in their illness or
circumstance. He shared how Jesus
healed the man possessed by demons,
by first seeing the man. In response to
the Word, we served one another
communion around the tables, after a
Great Thanksgiving written by Rev.
Michael Johnson.
Continuingafterworship,Rev.Shane
Moran, one of our pastors of Native
descent from the Mohawk tribe,
blessed the land. We offer these
blessings each year as a way to honor
and remember that the land once
belonged to Native tribes, before the
Europeans stole it and claimed it for
ourselves. The ground remains holy,
bothbecauseof its connection toNative
peoples and because of the way it
providesaconnectionwithourCreator.
BishopJohnson thencalled theSession
toorderandwesangtogether, “AndAre
We Yet Alive.”
We adopted the agenda and
procedural motion and then the Clergy
Lay Leadership Team presented
changes to the rules, asResolutionR-3.
In response to Dragonfly, a Task Force
created to respond to a systemic racism
audit conducted for the Annual
Conference, the Clergy Lay Leadership
Team adapted a few rules to make the
process more transparent and include
greater diversity on our leadership
teams. They also added a timeline to
include posting the open positions
online and working with the District
Lay Leaders. After no questions or
debate, R-3 passed unanimously. We
then approved the rules of order and

the
c o n s e n t
calendar.
We introduced a new
balloting system to vote for
delegates for General and
Jurisdictional Conferences, only.
The company introduced the
process and we ran a test ballot.
Balloting continued throughout the
Annual Conference.
Rev. Jennifer Kerby introduced the
monitoring process. Annual
Conferences monitor our proceedings
forour reflectionofdiversity, especially
racial diversity; however, we also
measure age, gender, abilities, etc. She
invited people to pay attention and
participate in our own monitoring by
using the feedback cards on the tables.
She read from these cards throughout
the Conference.
Our Clergy Lay Leadership Team,
who also strives to reflect our diversity
as an Annual Conference, brought the
nominations to the floor.TheCo-Chair,
Denise Snyder, invited people to bring
additional nominations or corrections
to the team for the final vote on Friday.
Our Statisticians, Rev. Tom Pasmore
and Rev. Tracy Mooney, then brought
their report, highlighting that although
our membership continues to decline,
our giving remains steady and our
missions and small groupparticipation
(outside of Sundaymorning) continues
to grow. Simultaneously, our poverty
rate and number of older adults
continues to increase in our
geographical area, reminding us that
our mission field remains wide open.
These statistics remind us that we can
still make disciples and transform our
world!
We also heard a call to support our
clergy leadership. The Commission on
Equitable Compensation presented a
resolution, calling for a 2.8% increase
to minimum salaries for full time
clergy. Rev. Yvonne Paxton reported
that the commission had examined
various options and decided to utilize
the Social Security Administration’s
Cost ofLiving Increase as thebasis. The

NEWS

Continued on next page.
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resolution, R-8,
passed without

question or discussion.
The Conference funds

Equitable Compensation as
part of the Covenant Funding
Plan. Rev. Lawrence Pelham and
Mr. Bill Westbrook presented
resolution, R-9, for consideration.
The plan represents support for both
local ministries through the Annual
Conference, and General Church
giving. You can find further
information about the six General
ChurchApportioned fundshere.Again,
after no questions or discussion, the
resolution passed.
After dinner, we heard from three
teams who receive Annual Conference
apportionment support—the Vision
Team, Congregational Development
Corporation, and Strengthening the
Black Church. During the Vision Team
report, we heard an update on the Call
to Action, a Northeast Jurisdictional
mandate to address the evil of racism.
Rev. Dr. Vicki Gordy-Stith highlighted
our goals in this matter (intentional
heart change, accountable mind
change, and transformational behavior
change), and someof the steps (Racism
conversations; cluster ministry
including Cross-Cultural Cross-Racial
dialogue and relationships; updating
policies and procedures for more
equity, including Clergy Lay
Leadership, Congregational
Development Corporation, Equitable
Compensation, Board of Ordained
Ministry)wehavetakentoaddressboth
systemic and personal racism.
Several people presented ideas
connected with ministries around our
theme. Brandon Harris introduced an
idea for aministry to veterans. Himself
a veteran, Brandon has a heart for this
outreach, called “REV,” which stands
for “Reach Every Veteran.” If you are
interested in helping him, contact him
at: gbrandonharris@live.com. Rev.
Carlos Reyes-Rodrigues presented
several ministries which are part of the
Hispanic-Latinoministryof theAnnual
Conference. He spoke about a “church

within a church” for Hispanic-Latinx
people at Wesley UMC in Dover, called
“La Caminante.” He shared about his
work with immigrants sharing their
stories. He also introduced Mr. Kevin
Noriega, who shared about partnering
forministrywithDreamersatDelaware
State University, with the Conference,
Wesley UMC, and with Methodist
Action Program (MAP). Rev. Joe
Archie then presented the renewed
focus of MAP on advocacy—giving a
voice to the marginalized and
oppressed. Their work included
immigration, racism, andworkingwith
MomsDemandAction forGunSense in
America. We closed this section out by
hearing an invitation to get involved in
addressing the opioid crisis. Rev. Dr.
Barry Steiner Ball had presented a
workshop and gave us permission to
use his “What If?” campaign, which
includes video clips and Bible study as
well as ideas to get involved. You can
find that resource here.
Our Congregational Development
Corporation presented next, with Ms.
Tonya Pritchett, the CDC President,
presenting about changes to by-laws.
Again, in response to the Dragonfly
Task Force, we changed our policies to
make them more transparent, easy to
use, and equitable. We adopted a new
Mission: Resourcing local churches to

understand community opportunities
to launch and revitalizeministries; and
a new Vision: Empowering local
churches to thrive. These changes
highlight our emphasis onengaging the
communitywith newministries, rather
than bolstering ministries which
primarily only serve the congregation.
We hope to provide these resources to
revitalize and to begin new ministries
so that every church will thrive in
making disciples for the
transformation of the world. We also
watched two videos giving thanks for
CDC and the Annual Conference’s
support—one fromAriseUMC,andone
from Connection Community Church.
Finally, Rev. Lester Justice, our
Director of Strengthening the Black
Church, presented their focus for the
year. The team focusedonmoving from
Leader-shape to Leader-shift to
Leadership. We have to be in good
Leader-shape, including spiritual
vitality, emotional strength, and
Biblical knowledge, in order to offer
Leadership.But, sometimes,weneedto
make a Leader-shift in our style of
leadership and our tactics. The Task
Forceutilized this theme todesign their
programs this year.
After this presentation, Ms. Regina
Nichols, Chair of the Conference Board
of Pensions and Health Benefits,

NEWS

Bishop Peggy Johnson addresses the conference.
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introduced their three resolutions.
R-10 addressed the decision to allow
retiredclergy todesignateupto100%of
their pension for housing expenses. It
passed without question or debate. She
then offered R-11 to the body, setting
the past-service rate of $650 per year
for those with pensions before 1982. It
also passedwithout question or debate.
Finally, she presented the resolution to
address the increase of dental and
health coverage for clergy, R-13. The
Boardrecommendedan increaseof4%,
which passed.
TheDeacons then shared a version of
“Family Feud,” with information about
the role of Deacon in The United
Methodist Church. Rev. Dr. Kymm
Hockman kicked off the presentation.
Other Deacons shared their ministry
area following the game.
Rev. RobertHall presented a series of
resolutions, next. Two of these
resolutions, R-5 and R-6, celebrated
anniversaries of the dioceses of other
Christian families. R-5 highlighted the
150th anniversary of the Easton
Diocese of the Episcopal Church and
R-6 highlighted the 150th anniversary
of the Wilmington Diocese of the
Roman Catholic Church. Both passed.
Continuing our focus on the Christian
family, R-12 invited people to
acknowledge our historic relationship
with the Episcopal Church and to work
toward shared ministries as we
continue to work toward shared
communion. This resolution also
passed. In recognizing our common
humanity, resolution R-4 brought
attention to children at risk throughout
our world, both in war torn countries,
and among immigrants, including our
ownborder crisis. The resolution asked
us to support at-risk children
throughout the world and to have our
Bishop write to our U.S. Congressional
representatives to express our desires
to protect children. The resolution
passed. We finished the night with a
beautiful address by our Conference
Lay Leader, Mrs. Yvonne Jackson.
On Friday morning, after some
worshipful singing, our speaker/
teacher for the Annual Conference, Dr.

Harold Trulear, brought us wonderful
teaching aboutMass Incarceration and
PrisonMinistry.Hesharedhispersonal
storiesaswell asexpertise.His teaching
offered something that every church
can do— including praying for those
arrested, in jail, and in prison, and
writing to them. You can find his
handouts here and his PowerPoint will
be made available in the coming days.
You can also visit his website to learn
more about Healing Communities
USA.
After lunch, we heard from our
resident Bishop, Peggy A. Johnson,
who acknowledged our division while
encouragingus tobeunited.She shared
that she understood the pain and she
also shared her heart— inclusion for all
people. She celebrated ministries on
each District and throughout the
Conference. We moved into a
Celebration of Ministry after she
finished, recognizing retirees and
admitting candidates into
membership.Our candidates included:
Commissioning: Kevin William
Benjamin, JoAnn Bordini Koskol,
Angel Manuel Marrero, and Tonya
Anne McClain; Ordaining to Deacon:
RobynSheinaBrown; andOrdaining to
Elder: Kelly Anna Conner, Blair Alan
Hall,GaryWaynePriddy,BradleyAllen
Schutt, andAmorDelRosarioWoolsey.
Also, we recognized Phillip Glenn Ealy,
who was elected to Associate
Membership. In continuing the
celebration, we recognized scholarship
and award recipients, including Mrs.
Marva Thomas, who received the
prestigious Francis Asbury Award.
Our afternoon business involved
voting on the Consent Calendar, which
is thereportswhichhadbeensubmitted
before Annual Conference from the
various committees, and approving the
Clergy Lay Leadership List, which we
did. We heard a monitoring report
update from Rev. Kerby and a
presentation from Rev. Jack Shitama
about Pecometh Camp and Retreat
Ministry and from theMissions Board,
including the Congo Partnership,
Volunteers in Mission, and Disaster
Relief.

We addressed
three final
resolutions on Friday.
The Commission on
Archives and History brought
R-7, a resolution recognizing
Charles Albert Tindley and
designatingSt.Paul’sUMCinBerlin
as a Conference Historic Site. It
passed. The Conference Board of
Trustees brought resolution R-15, a
resolution intended to honor Native
American grounds. The Cabinet,
Trustees, and Committee on Native
American Ministry (CONAM)
collaborated on this effort to identify
land which may be sacred burial
grounds or have archeological
significance for Native Americans and
to research it before it gets sold or
renovated. This resolution resulted
from our Act of Repentance toward
Native Americans. It passed without
question or discussion.
The final resolution of the day, R-14,
came from FIRE (Faithfully Inviting
and Reconciling Everyone) Ministries
at Epworth UMC. The original
resolution asked that we be in ministry
withandtoourLGBTQsiblingsasequal
partners. The author of the resolution,
Mr. David Garrett, met with people
from the opposing side (Wesleyan
Covenant Association) to see if they
could come to agreement. Although
they had wonderful dialogue, the two
parties could not come to agreement as
to how to present a resolution which
satisfied everyone. Instead, David
decided to withdraw the resolution. He
offeredaprayerandthepresidentof the
WCA thanked him for the dialogue
efforts.Wewitnessed the ability to love
in spite of differences in this display at
Annual Conference.
Friday night concluded with the
highlight of Annual Conference—
Ordination. Our preacher, Bishop
Hope Ward Morgan, shared the good
news of moving the center to the
margins and the blessings we receive
(and give) when we allow others,
especially newcomers, to lead. She

NEWS
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Fo r
several weeks

prior to the
scheduled lift-off of

Apollo 11 back in July, 1969,
the pastor of our church, Dean
Woodruff, and I had been
struggling to find the right symbol
for the first lunar landing.
We wanted to express our feeling

that what man was doing in this
mission transcended electronics and
computers and rockets.
Dean often speaks at our church,
Webster Presbyterian, just outside of
Houston, about the many meanings of
the communion service.
"One of the principal symbols," Dean
says, "is thatGod revealsHimself in the
common elements of everyday life."
Traditionally, these elements are bread
and wine–common foods in Bible days
and typical products of man’s labor.
One day while I was at Cape Kennedy
working with the sophisticated tools of
the space effort, it occurred to me that
these tools were the typical elements of
life today.
I wondered if it might be possible to
take communion on the moon,
symbolizing the thought that God was
revealing Himself there too, as man
reachedout into theuniverse. For there
are many of us in the NASA program
who do trust that what we are doing is
part of God’s eternal plan for man.
I spoke with Dean about the idea as
soon as I returned home, and he was
enthusiastic.
"I could carry the bread in a plastic
packet, the way regular inflight food is
wrapped. And the wine also–there will
be just enough gravity on the moon for
liquid to pour. I’ll be able to drink
normally from a cup.

"Dean, I wonder if you could look
around for a little chalice that I could
take with me as coming from the
church?"
The next week Dean showed me a
graceful silver cup. I hefted it and was
pleased to find that it was light enough
to take along.Each astronaut is allowed
a few personal items on a flight; the
wine chalice would be in my personal-
preference kit.
Dean made plans for two special
communion services at Webster
Presbyterian Church. One would be
held just prior to my leaving Houston
for Cape Kennedy, when I would join
the other members in a dedication
service.
The second would take place two
weeks later, Sunday, July20,whenNeil
Armstrong and I were scheduled to be
on the surface of the moon.
OnthatSundaythechurchbackhome
would gather for communion, while I
joined them as close as possible to the

same hour, taking communion inside
the lunar module, all of us meaning to
represent in this small way not only our
local church but the Church as a whole.
Right awayquestions cameup.Was it
theologically correct for a layman to
serve himself communion under these
circumstances?Dean thought so, but to
makesurehedecidedtowrite thestated
clerk of the Presbyterian church’s
General Assembly and got back a quick
reply that this was permissible.
And how much should we talk about
our plans? I am naturally rather
reticent, but on the other hand I was
becoming increasingly convinced that
having religious convictions carried
with it the responsibility of witnessing
to them.
Finally we decided we would say
nothing about the communion service
until after the moonshot.
I had a question about which
scriptural passage to use. Which
reading would best capture what this

Guideposts Classics:
Buzz Aldrin on Communion in Space
Reprinted from www.guideposts.org/better-living/life-advice/finding-life-purpose/guideposts-
classics-buzz-aldrin-on-communion-in-space. Originally posted July 10, 2014.

FEATU
RES
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enterprise meant to us? I thought long about this and came
up at last with John 15:5. It seemed to fit perfectly.
I wrote the passage on a slip of paper to be carried aboard
Eaglealongwiththecommunionelements.Deanwouldread
the same passage at the full congregation service held back
home that same day.
So at last we were set. And then trouble appeared. It was
Saturday, just prior to the first of the two communion
services. The next day Neil Armstrong, Mike Collins and I
were to depart Houston for Cape Kennedy.
We were scheduled for a pre-mission press conference
when the flight physician arrived and set up elaborate
precautions against crew contamination. We had to wear
sterile masks and to talk to the reporters from within a
special partition.
The doctorwas taking no chances. A cold germ, a flu virus,
andthewholeshotmighthave tobeaborted. I felt Ihadto tell
him about the big church service scheduled for the next
morning. When I did, he wasn’t at all happy.
I calledDeanwith thenews late Saturdaynight. "It doesn’t
look real good, Dean."
"What about a private service? Without the whole
congregation?"
It was a possibility. I called the doctor about the smaller
service, andheagreed, provided therewereonly ahandful of
people present.
So the next day, Sunday, shortly after the end of the 11
o’clock service my wife, Joan, and our oldest boy, Mike (the
only one of our three childrenwho is as yet a communicant),
went to the church. There we met Dean, his wife, Floy, and

our close family friend
Tom Manison, elder of the church,
and his wife.
The seven of us went into the now-empty
sanctuary. On the communion table were two
loaves of bread, one for now, the other for two
weeks from now. Beside the two loaves were two
chalices, one of them the small cup the churchwas
giving me for the service on the moon.
We took communion. At the end of the service
Dean tore off a corner of the second loaf of breadand
handed it to me along with the tiny chalice. Within a
few hours I was on my way to Cape Kennedy.
What happened there, of course, the whole world
knows.TheSaturn5rocketgaveusaroughrideat first,
but the rest of the trip was smooth. On the day of the
moon landing, we awoke at 5:30 a.m., Houston time.
Neil andIseparated fromMikeCollins in thecommand

module. Our powered descent was right on schedule, and
perfect except for one unforeseeable difficulty. The
automatic guidance system would have taken Eagle to an
area with huge boulders. Neil had to steer Eagle to a more
suitable terrain.
With only seconds worth of fuel left, we touched down at
3:30 p.m.
NowNeilandIweresitting insideEagle,whileMikecircled
in lunar orbit, unseen in the black sky above us. In a little
while after our scheduled meal period, Neil would give the
signal to step down the ladder onto the powdery surface of
the moon. Now was the moment for communion.
So I unstowed the elements in their flight packets. I put
them and the scripture reading on the little table in front of
the abort guidance-system computer.
Then I called back to Houston.
"Houston, this is Eagle. This is the LM Pilot speaking. I
would, like to request a fewmoments of silence. I would like
to invite each person listening in, wherever and whomever
he may be, to contemplate for a moment the events of the
past fewhours and togive thanks inhis own individualway."
For me this meant taking communion. In the radio
blackout Iopenedthe littleplasticpackageswhichcontained
bread and wine.
Ipoured thewine into thechaliceourchurchhadgivenme.
In the one-sixth gravity of the moon the wine curled slowly
and gracefully up the side of the cup. It was interesting to
think that the very first liquid ever poured on themoon, and
the first food eaten there, were communion elements.
And so, just before I partook of the elements, I read the
words which I had chosen to indicate our trust that as man
probes into space we are in fact acting in Christ.
I sensed especially stronglymyunitywith our church back
home, and with the Church everywhere.
I read: "I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever
remains inme, and I inhim,will bearmuch fruit; for you can
do nothing without me." John 15:5 (TEV)

FEATURES"I would like to invite
each person listening in,

wherever and whomever he
may be, to contemplate for a
moment the events of the past
few hours and to give thanks

in his own individual
way."
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But if Mr. Emory stood up manfully in opposition to
what he believed to be an unauthorized claim of
episcopal power, he was no less useful as a
defender of the episcopacy itself in a subsequent
day of trial. It is hard to realize, now, the dangers
which menaced the Church during the memorable
years of the so-called radical controversy. But shall
we consider the danger to have been trifling
because the Church triumphed? Because the
noble ship came out of the storm with every
mast, and spar, and rope unharmed, shall we
say that there was no tempest? Rather let us
adore the Power that rides upon the
whirlwind, and give due praise to the
gallant pilots, who, under his
protection, withstood its fury. We
should judge of its fierceness, not by
what the result was, but bywhat itmight

have been had there been no capable steers-
man at the helm. Who can say but that the

desireofchange,alwaysapowerfulone,andat
that time intensified into a passion in some
leadingminds, would have spread through the
Church with revolutionary rapidity, and con-

vulsed it from one end of the land to the other, had
it not been arrested in its inception? "There never
was a period," says our author, "in the history of
American Methodism, which required such
prudence in counsel, such firmness in action."
Ungrateful, indeed, would it be to forget those
who then stood up in defence of our noble
institutions; and our right hand shall
sooner forget its cunning than we
refuse tohonour their names and com-
memorate their deeds. We have no
desire to exalt one man unduly above
another, but we hardly suppose that
anywill find fault with us for giving the
foremost place among the champions
of the Church out of the itinerancy to
Dr. Thos. E. Bond, Sen., of Baltimore,
whose "Appeal to the Methodists,"
published in 1827, by its luminous
exposition of our system of
government, especially with regard to
the itinerancy, by its forcible
arguments in defence of that system,
and by its eloquent appeals to the best
feelings of the Methodist community,
produced a powerful effect, both in
confirming many wavering minds and
in preventing the sophisms of the
malcontents from leading others
astray. This pamphlet, with the
"Narrative andDefence," forms part of

Bishop John Emory (1789–1835)
PReacher_Feature
In honor of the 230th anniversary of the birth of Bishop John
Emory (1789-1835), we continue our transcription of a memoir
of Emory published by one of his colleagues, Rev. John
M'Clintock, in the latter's 1854 compilation, "Sketches of
Eminent Methodist Ministers."

FEATU
RES
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the history of the controversy. While
Dr. Bond was thus acting the part of an
able attorney-general, the wisdom and
firmness of Rev. James M. Hanson,
with whom rested the responsibility of
the administration in Baltimore in
those perilous times, erected a defence
of another sort, no less legitimate, and
perhaps no less effective, against the
assaults of the innovators. But while
these brethren had the danger, and the
honour, of fighting thebattle in thevery
district where the enemy's chief
strength lay, their efforts were called
forth by local circumstances, and some
general defence of the Church was
needed which should vindicate the
fame of her founders, and set forth,
beforeallmen, thetrueprinciplesofher
organization. It was reserved for John
Emory to do this work. He did not
interfere in the controversy until the
demand forhis servicesbecameurgent,
and then he interfered effectually. T h e
"Defence of our Fathers," designed,
primarily, as an answer to Mr. A.
M'Caine's "History and Mystery of
Methodist Episcopacy," took a wider
view of the subject than was necessary
to refute that malicious production.
Mr. M'Caine went far beyond his
associates in violence and effrontery.
No calumny was too foul to find
currency through hismeans, if it would
only serve his purposes of defamation.
An honourable character formed no
defence for the living against the shafts
of his malice; the grave itself was no
sanctuary for the venerable dead. His
soul had not honour enough "to bless
the turf that wrapped their clay;" it
could only find utterance, over the
tomb, in a hideous howl of slander. But
there were many who knew little of the
men whom he traduced or the events
which he misrepresented: and, in the
absence of other information, the very
boldness of his assertions gained them
credence for a time." At the instance of
some who had taken the deepest
interest in the existing contest, Mr.
Emory undertook to expose the falsity
of his statements and the fallacy of his
arguments." In a very short time the
"Defence" appeared, and although

prepared so hastily, amid the laborious
engagementsof thebookagency, it fully
sustained the reputation of its author,
and, what is more important,
triumphantly vindicated the fame of
the foundersof theChurch.Theworkat
once produced a great sensation;
friends were delighted, foes were
alarmed. It has since been made a part
of the preachers' course of study, and
has taken its place, deservedly, among
the standard writings of the Church.
The biography by his son gives a clear
outline of its contents, and the work
itself is well known to most of our
readers, so that we need do nothing
more than express our opinion in
regard to its merits. It has the same
points of excellence that distinguish all
Mr. Emory's writings—clearness of
arrangement, fairness of statement,
soundness of logic, and conciseness of
expression. Nor does it lack pungency
of satire and severity of rebuke; and
these are combinedwithdeep feeling in
the remarkably eloquent passage at the
close of the volume. On the whole, this
tract, considering the time of its
publication, the subjects of which it
treats, and the effects which it
produced, may be regarded as one of
the most important publications that
have appeared in the history of the
Methodist Episcopal Church.
A posthumous tract on episcopacy
exhibits Dr. Emory as the defender of
the Church against assaults from with-
out. Incomplete as it is, it does no
discredit to its author; there is enough
to show that he was master of the
subject, andwouldhavedisposedof the
controversy satisfactorily had he been
allowed to complete his design. The
latter and better portion of the tract,
containing a partial examination of Dr.
Onderdonk's "Episcopacy tested by
Scripture," is, in our judgment, as far as
it goes, the ablest answer that has yet
been given to that ingenious but over-
rated production. The high
Churchman's weak points were clearly
perceived by Bishop Emory, and he
attacked them with great weight of
metal and directness of aim.
At the Conference of 1824Mr. Emory

w a s
e l e c t e d
Assistant Book
Agent, with Rev. Dr.
Bangs as senior and in 1828
hewaselectedAgent,withRev.
Beverly Waugh as Assistant. In
the language of his biographer, his
"connexion with the Book Concern,
whether it be considered with
reference to its influence upon that
establishment and the Church at
large, or its influence upon the
development of his own character,
must be regarded as one of the most
important periods of his life." The
chapter on the Book Concern in his
biography, while it in no respect
depreciates the services of others,
shows that the present commanding
position of the establishment is mainly
to be attributed to Dr. Emory.
The Publishing Fund originated with
him. Its origin and objects are set forth
in his admirable address to the Church
and its friends in behalf of the Bible,
Tract, and Sunday-School Societies of
the Methodist Episcopal Church; and
though its results have not fully
equalled the expectations at first
cherished, they have sufficed to evince
the sagacity of the measure. The
Methodist Quarterly Review also owes
its existence to Dr. Emory, who
commenced the publication of its first
series in 1830. Most of the original
articles, up to 1832, were from his pen,
and some of them were written with
distinguished ability.
A comprehensive sketch of the
history of the Book Concern, from the
pen of Bishop Waugh, is given in the
"Life of Dr. Emory." From that outline,
and the more extended account in Dr.
Bangs's History, vol. iv, we learn that
between the years 1823 and 1828 there
wasagreat expansionof thebusinessof
the Concern, to meet which a building
was purchased in Crosby-street, and a
printing office and bindery established
on the premises. During this periodDr.
Emorywas juniorBookAgent.But "this
extension of business had not been

Continued on next page.

FEATURES
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accomplished
withoutan increaseof

debt, and although there
was now greater energy in

the institution to effect its
discharge, it maywell be doubted
whether this result would not have
beenwholly prevented by the system
on which the business was con-
ducted."
Thedebtof the establishment in 1828
was $101,200 80, two-thirds of which
sum was at interest. Its nominal assets
amounted to $456,898.30, of which
only $59,772.28 were in fixed capital,
cash, and notes receivable; the
remainder consisting of stock on hand,
and accounts,mostly for books sent out
from New-York on commission, from
which immense deductions had to be
made in order to [gain] anything like a
true estimate of their value. Indeed the
agents estimated the real capital of the
establishment at only $130,002.02, we
suppose, of course, exclusive of its debt.
The commission system of business
gave rise to a vast amount of credit to a
multitude of persons throughout the
land; and had it continued, this credit
musthavegoneon increasing fromyear
to year. No skill or industry could,
under these circumstances, have paid
the debts of the institution and kept up
its capital. The inevitable alternative
must have been, either the curtailment
of the business or the destruction of the
Concern. Dr. Emory proposed the bold,
but necessary measure of an entire
revolution in the mode of doing busi-
ness, and suggested to his colleague the
abolition of the commission system,
and the adoption of one founded on the
principle of actual sales for cash or its
equivalent. In the language of Bishop
Waugh, "The two great objects which
Dr. Emory aimed to accomplish were,
first, the extinguishment of the debts
due from the Concern, and second, the
actual sale of the stock on hand, and
especially that part of it whichwas daily
depreciating, because of the injuries
which were constantly being sustained
by in the scattered and exposed state in
which most of was found. The ability,

skill, diligence, andperseverancewhich
hedisplayed in themeasuresdevisedby
him for the accomplishment of these
objects, have seldom been equalled,
and perhaps never surpassed by the
most practised business man. His
success was complete. Before the
meeting of the General Conference he
had cancelled all the obligations of the
institution which had been so
opportunely intrusted to his
supervision. He had greatly enlarged
the annual dividends to an increased
number of Conferences. He had
purchased several lots of ground for
more enlarged and eligible location of
the establishment, and had erected a
large four-storybrickbuildingaspartof
the improvements intended to be put
on them, for the whole of which he had
paid. It was his high honour, and also
hisenviablesatisfaction, toreport to the
General Conference, for the first time,
that its Book Concern was no longer in
debt."
Such were the immediate results of
Dr. Emory's agency. We have one word
more to say of it. The energy, effi-
ciency, and method which he infused
into all the operations of the Concern
remain to this day. He has left his mark
upon it.Hisadmirableplanshadonly to
be carried out to place the
establishment beyond the reach of
ordinary contingencies. His able
successors have done their work in his
spirit, and developed the resources of
the institution to an extent formerly
unhoped for ; so that it has stood the
ordeal of an immense lossby fire, andof
a long period of commercial distress,
without even shaking; and to-day it is to
thebest of ourknowledge, the second, if
not the greatest, book-making and
book-selling establishment in America.
During these years of public labour,
Mr. Emory's character was constantly
assuming more and more command-
ing proportions to the eye of the
Church, and was the opinion of many
that he was destined to be her leading
spirit. At the General Conference of
1832 he was elected bishop. His career
in the episcopacy was brief, but bril-
liant. The appointment was hailed with

joy throughout the connexion. Great
expectations were indulged; and we
believe that in the three episcopal tours
which he was allowed to make, they
were entirely satisfied. His powers as
presiding officer were tried on the last
night of the General Conference of
1832, when he occupied the chair, and
gained the admiration of the delegates
as well as of the immense concourse of
spectators, by the dignity and firmness
with which he discharged its duties.
Dignity, indeed, was part of his nature,
and it could not forsake him. "I hurry
nothing, but endeavour to keep strict
order,andeverymanclose tobusiness,"
was a statement, by himself, of his
method of doing business; and
admirably did he carry it out. Nor were
his labours confined to theCon- ference
sessions. In the intervalsof thosebodies
he was always travelling, preaching,
writing, and planning for the
advancement of the great interests of
Christianity and of the Church. The
cause of education, especially, lay near
his heart. His share in the organization
of the New-York University, the
Wesleyan University, and Dickinson
College, evince the interest that he took
in general education. In addition to this
he drew up the outline of a plan for an
education society in the Methodist
EpiscopalChurch,whichhedesignedto
aid our ministers and others in edu-
cating their sons. But his efforts for the
improvement of the ministry deserve
more than a passing notice. Though the
education of its ministers had always
been an object with the Church, its
plans for that purpose had always been
defective, and were imperfectly carried
out. Soon after his election to the
episcopacy,Dr. Emory devised a course
of study for candidates for deacons' and
elders' orders, in which, with his usual
discretion,hedidnothazardeverything
byattempting toomuch. Induetimethe
course will doubtless be greatly
enlarged, and its natural result will be
an elevation of the standard of
ministerial knowledge among us,
corresponding, partially at least, with
the general advance of society. In some
sections of the country the movement

FEATU
RES
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S u p p o r t
B e t h e s d a ' s
work with an
online donation!
Just look for the big
red button on the
front page of our

website! Presently, donations may be
made to the general fund or to
underwrite cemetery maintenance.
Watch this space for more options!

will be more rapid than in others ; but
we have no doubt whatever that the
Church will ultimately settle down
upontheplanofourBritishbrethren,or
upon some better one, for the
theological training of its candidates.
We have no doubt, either, that Bishop
Emory foresaw this result, and would
have hastened it had he lived.
He formed a plan, also, for training

the local preachers, which, with an
argument for the four years' course of
study for the travelling preachers, is set
forth in his excellent address to "the
Preachers within the Virginia,
Baltimore, Philadelphia, New-York,
New-England, Maine, New-
Hampshire, Troy,Oneida, andGenesee
Annual Conferences," publishedbefore
he commenced his third and last tour.
He attended all these Conferences but
the last two. Nothing of unusual
interest transpired at any of them
except the New-England and New-
Hampshire, where the first Conference
difficulties on the subject of
abolitionism arose. His conduct there
was marked by his usual judgment and
firmness. Subsequently he prepared
the episcopal address to those
Conferences, signed by himself and
Bishop Hedding; and whatever
opinions may be held as to his views of
abolitionism, none can deny that the
subject is therein treated with a
master's hand. As for slavery itself, that
"root of evil," as he characterized it, his

views were well known; abolitionists
themselves never held it in deeper
abhorrence. The Troy Conference of
1835 was the last which he attended.
"It was in the midst of engagements
like these, and when in the possession
of more vigorous health than he had
enjoyed formany years previously, that
Bishop Emory was suddenly taken to
his rest. On Wednesday, the 16th of

December, 1835, a day memorable for
the great conflagration in New-York,
and for the excessive cold by which its
ravageswereacceleratedandextended,
Bishop Emory left home for Baltimore,
in a light open carriage, about six
o'clock in the morning, being then
before day. About two miles from his
residencehehadtodescendahillnearly
amile in length. The carriage was seen,
it was said, about the dawn of day,
passing by a tavern near the top of the
hill with considerable velocity; but
nothing further was noticed, until,
about twenty minutes after, the bishop
was found by a wagoner lying bleeding
and insensible on the side of the road,
about two hundred yards below the
tavern. He had, it would appear, while
the horse was running, either jumped
or been thrown from the carriage, and
had fallenwith the back of his head on a
stone,which fractured theskull.Hewas
immediately removed to the tavern;
medical assistance was promptly
summoned, but the case was at once
pronounced hopeless. Those of his

afflicted
family and
brethren who were in
the neighbourhood
repairedtohisdyingbed;but
thenature of the injury,while it
rendered him insensible to their
sympathy, happily freed him from
the pain which would have required
it. In this state he lingered till the
evening,when,at aquarterpast seven,
he expired.
"Upon receiving the melancholy
intelligence, the trustees and stewards
of the Baltimore city station requested
to be permitted to superintend his
interment. Accordingly, under their
direction, the body was conveyed to
Baltimore, where the funeral sermon
was preached, on the ensuing Sabbath,
in the Eutaw-street Church, by his old
and tried friend, the Rev. Alfred
Griffith, from2Samuel iii,38:"Knowye
not that there is a prince and a great
man fallen this day in Israel?" His
mortal remains were immediately
afterward deposited in the vault under
thepulpit,where they liebeside thoseof
the venerated Asbury, of whom he had
been so able a defender, and so faithful
a successor.
"The news of this sudden
bereavement spread a gloom
throughout the vast connexion, over
whichBishopEmory had presided for a
period, sufficient, though brief, to
assure them of the greatness of the loss
they had sustained."

FEATURES

The Methodist Book Concern building, New York

The Church Picnic will be held
on Sunday, Aug. 11. Details will
appear in next month's issue.

Save the date!
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Pentecost: An “Out of This World” Sunday!
We had a great Pentecost celebration on June 9 in both services!
We had readers speaking in foreign languages, festive music, and a
beautiful liturgical dance! Both the Chapel and the Sanctuary were

decorated beautifully in red, the traditional color of the Holy Spirit, thanks to
Cheryl Michael, and the congregation was decked out in red, too! The whole
thing was topped off by the beautiful and delicious Pentecost cookies made by
Brenda Baker, in the shape of flames and doves. Thanks to all who participated
in these special services!

NEWS

Bekah Yockey, Suzy Staehlin and
Ryleek Acree lead the music in the

Chapel.

The altar is decorated for the
9:15 a.m. service.

A dramatic reading of the
story of Pentecost as told in
Acts 2. Pastor Linda, Kari
Farnell (speaking Spanish),
Susan McCandless
(Russian), Gillian Cheezum
(French), Pastor Jim
(German), Barry Pevey,
Bruce Boney.!

The Sanctuary is decorated for the
occasion

One
small

step for
man. One giant leap
for mankind.
Below: the Oakes kids get the Blessing

Box ready for business.
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2019 Peach Festival
The Peach Festival is rapidly
approaching and we need your help.
It worked good last year with two
groups baking cobblers at church, so
please letmeknowwhichdays youcan
help. It seems like everybody likes the
job they have been doing, so please let
me know if you want the same job this
year. The posters will need to be
distributed to different towns, so let
me know where you will put them. If
someonewill volunteer, we can have a
table for children's crafts. There are
also vendor/craft tables available for
rent if you know of anyone interested.
It is very important to sell tickets for
Em-ings chicken dinners, so get yours
soon. This is our biggest fund raiser of
the year, and it takes an entire church
to make it successful. Please offer to
help!

WEEKLY INCOME: MAY 2019
Date

5/5
5/12
5/19
5/26

Attendance
9:00 10:15
16 28
11 32
20 23
19 26

Plate
Total*
$1,016.00
$220.00
$274.00
$128.00

Envelope
Total*
$625.00
$1,005.00
$1,035.00
$1,170.00

Total

$1,641.00
$1,225.00
$1,309.00
$1,298.00

Statistics
•Required Income According to
Budget: 4 weeks @ $2,300 per
week = $9,200.00
•Actual Income: $5,473.00
•Average Weekly Income: $1,145.02

•Average Attendance:
9:00: 21
10:15: 33

•Average Per Capita Income: $27.44

Reader Feedback
Dear Pastor Linda,
Brenda and I don’t often attend
the 9 o’clock service, but I have to
tell you that you have carried
through the council’s wishes and
performed a miracle for Bethesda.
The enthusiasm, spirit, and
commitment to God exhibited in the
servicewaswhatwe could have only
wished for a couple years ago. You
are to be commended for your work
and guidance.
I saw a new beginning for
Bethesda, and, more than that,
hope for the future. I think you may
soon need a bigger room!

Thank You and God Speed,
Den and Brenda Baker

relayed a beautiful story
about a rotating homeless

shelter and the gift of offering
that hospitality at Christmas.

After commissioning our newest
missionary, Rev. Carlos Reyes-
Rodrigues, we commissioned and
ordained our newestmembers. Several
people responded to the call to
ministry.
Saturday morning, we closed with
hearing from our youth and young
adults. We had the final monitoring
report, and shared our thank-you’s,
and then went into our Service of
Remembrance. We remembered the
great cloud of witnesses who have gone
on before us. Rev. Dr. J.T. Seymour
brought the good news about release to
those who mourn, and rebuilding and
renewal as a response to God’s

presence.
Throughout the Annual Conference,
wehadelections forourdelegates.Here
are the results. Clergy delegates: Vicki
Gordy-Stith, Megan Shitama Weston,
David Bennett (reserve), Jackie Ford,
Kari Jones, andJonathanWhitney.Lay
delegates: Yvonne Jackson, Bill
Westbrook, Erin Schutt, Carl Samans,
Regina Nichols and Chelsea Spyres.
Offering Totals as of 6/1/2019:
The 236 Session of the Peninsula-
Delaware Annual Conference will be
held, June 4-6 2020, at the University
of Maryland Eastern Shore.

Continued
From
Page
7

DON'T FORGET!
VBS Sunday, July 14, ONE SERVICE
9:45 a.m., followed by Sundaes

on Sunday.

NEWS

WEEKLY INCOME: JUNE 2019
Date

6/2
6/9
6/16
6/23
6/30

Attendance
9:00 10:15
24 26
29 34
20 25
23 15
33 22

Plate
Total*
$103.00
$187.00
$118.00
$111.00
$230.00

Envelope
Total*
$1,971.00
$846.00
$896.00
$731.00
$1,361.00

Total

$2,074.00
$1,033.00
$1,014.00
$842.00
$1,591.00

Statistics
•Required Income According to
Budget: 5 weeks @ $2,300 per
week = $11,500.00
•Actual Income: $,6,554.00
•Average Weekly Income: $1,397.10

•Average Attendance:
9:00: 22
10:15: 31

•Average Per Capita Income: $27.19
*indicates total from both services
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