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We will
celebrate World

Communion Sunday, as
well as Homecoming, on

October 6. World Communion
Sunday is one of six Special Sundays
of the United Methodist Church. Recognized by
several Christian denominations since the late 1930s
and early 1940s, the United Methodist Church has
designated World Communion Sunday as recognition of
the inclusive and global nature of the church’s work.World
Communionmeans thatpeopleacrossdifferencesof culture
and history join at the table that God sets before us.
World Communion was named during a time when the
world was divided in what became a devastating world war.
World Communion Sundaywas begun in hope, looking for a
time when barriers could be crossed and communities
united. This year on World Communion Sunday, millions
join together to celebrate Holy Communion. The special
offering goes to empower students for service both in the
United States and internationally.

Upcoming Events
October 6

October 31

November 17

December 8

December 11

January 10-12

Homecoming
One Service at 9:45 a.m.

Trunk or Treat

Variety Show

Christmas Parade/Tree Lighting

Charge Conference

Youth Rally

NEWS
A good crowd gathered for our outdoor worship
serviceatChoptankMarinaonSeptember29. It
was a beautiful day and a great worship
celebration. The service was the conclusion of
our “Back to the Garden” series on creation care,

a celebration of Eco Fest, and our last outdoor worship
service of the season. Brooklyn Webb, granddaughter of
Peggy Dashiell, was baptized in the Choptank River, with
Peggy assisting! We had lots of guests from the Choptank
community, which added to the celebratory nature of our
worship. See you next year, Choptank!

Pastor Linda

So Long,
Summer!

World
Communion
Sunday

We are in need of volunteers to help with
Sunday School, and for Liturgist, Usher, and
Acolyte during the 10:15 a.m. service. The
choir and bell choir are also looking for new
members. If you are interested in any of these

jobs, get in touch with Kari Farnell.

Volunteers
Needed

TrunkorTreatwill takeplaceOctober 31 at 6:00
p.m. at the Carnival Grounds. We need people
willing to open their trunk and hand out candy.
Wealsoneeddonations of candy. Last year, 600
kids came through, so we need lots of candy!

Trunk or
Treat



3

By nomeans do I count myself an expert
in all of this, but I’ve got my eye on the
goal, where God is beckoning us
onward—to Jesus. I’m off and
running, and I’m not turning back.
Philippians 3:13-14 (The Message)

It’s finally fall after a long, hot
summer! Vacations and days at
the beachwith our toes stuck in the
sand are behind us. Fall means
cooler weather, tail gate parties, and
football!
Every football team starts getting
ready for the season well in advance.
Training camps are a staple of all sports
teams from high school on up, where
players learnor reviewthe fundamentals:
the rules of the game, learning your
position, studying the play book, running

the plays, teamwork, and
how to get the ball across the goal
line.
The church has a lot in common with a
football team. If we want to succeed in the game
(themission) thatwe’re in,we, too,need tostudy the
play book, learn to run the plays, and get the ball
across the finish line. Starting October 13, wewill begin
our fallworship series, “GameOn,” andwe’ll tackleall the
fundamentals of living the winning life as a disciple of
Jesus Christ!
If you really want to learn the fundamentals, you need to
get in a weekly Huddle (Bible study group) with other
members of the team. TheHuddles will coordinate with the
Sunday worship messages.

Two
Huddles

are scheduled
(Wednesday at

10:30 a.m. and
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.)

starting October 16, and we will
offer more according to your schedule.

Sign up on Sundays or email me.
Walk-ons are welcome! Be sure to invite your

friends to comewith you for this fun fall series! Kick-off
isSunday,October 13, at9:00a.m.and10:15a.m.Showyour
spirit by wearing your favorite team jersey!

Pastor Linda

GAME ON!

Leap-Froggers' Club
The Leap Froggers' Club meets on
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Children age
3 to fifthgradeare invited toattend.
Mrs.SusanMcCandless, alongwith
a team of dedicated helpers, leads
theclub.Kids learnaboutJesusand
God’s love for us. Parents, bring
your kids for Leap Froggers and
joinus in theChapel for anuplifting
time of contemporary worship.
Seniors' Lunch-N-Linger

The last Sunday of each month
single seniors age 50 and over get
together for some fellowship. A
light lunch will be enjoyed in the
church kitchen right after the 10:15
a.m. worship service.

Sunday Morning Schedule
Contemporary Worship Service

Sunday School
Traditional Worship Service

9:00 a.m.

10:15 a.m.

Pastor Linda's Office Hours
Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
These hours are subject to change at

short notice.

Church Office Hours
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Pastor Linda
pastorlinda406@comcast.net

410-673-7538

Church Office
BethesdaChurchOffice@gmail.com

410-673-7538

Our REGULAR
MINISTRIES

PASTOR'S PAGE

BUM
C
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Participants
in the women's
luncheon at Suicide
Bridge Restaurant,
September 24. From left:
Donna Lane, Isabel
Brannock, Charlotte
Nickerson, Wanda Prothero,
Doris Gerlach, Joyce Cohee,
Carol Miller, Mary Cheezum,
Sandy Bailey, Paysy Lord,
FlorenceNelson, JoyceAlderman

NEWS

Rev. ElmerNealDavis, Jr. is the son of the late ElmerNeal
Davis, Sr. and Julia Diane Davis. Born in Salisbury,
Marylandhe receivedhis education in theWicomicoCounty
Public School System, where he graduated from James M.
Bennett Senior High School. He
went on to pursue higher
education at Wor-Wic
Community College where he
received his Associate of Arts
degree in Criminal Justice. From
there he attended the Eastern
Shore Criminal Justice Police
Academy in Salisbury,Maryland.
His training enabled him to serve
his community for twenty-two
years as a Police Officer. He was
promoted through the ranks to
the position of Lieutenant at the
Salisbury City Police
Department.
As a child Elmer Davis was
reared with Christianmorals and
values, and these values have
helped him to continue his
spiritual walk. Prior to answering
God's call, Rev. Davis served as a
Lay Speaker, President of the
United Methodist Men, Trustee
and Usher Boards at Mt. Nebo
United Methodist Church in
Columbia, Delaware. In October 1992, God took his hand
and led him on his Christian Journey. Rev. Davis was
appointed in 1998 as the Pastor of St. Marks United
Methodist Church. With such love, dedication and faith in
the God who leads him, Rev. Davis returned to the
classroom.Withmuch discipline he graduatedwith honors,

receiving a Bachelor of Science degree inHumanResources
Management fromWilmington College. Rev. Davis went on
to receive his Master of Divinity at Howard University
School of Divinity.

In June 2011 at the United
Methodist Annual Conference
Rev. Davis was ordained Elder in
full connection, and on July 1,
2011, he was appointed to St.
James United Methodist in
Westover, Maryland and Trinity
United Methodist Church in Mt.
Vernon, Maryland. In July 2014,
Pastor Davis was assigned as the
SeniorPastorofWhatcoatUnited
Methodist Church, in Dover,
Delaware.
Rev.Davis is theChairpersonof
BMCR (Peninsula-Delaware
Conference) and the at-large
member of the North-East
JurisdictionofBMCR.Heisalsoa
memberof theBoardofOrdained
Ministry. Rev. Davis is also a
member of the City of Dover
advisory committee and the
chaplain at the Dover City Police
Department. He became Easton
District Superintendent this past
July.

He is the husband of twenty-seven years to Tyronna A.
Davis, and from their union two children were born,
CameronE'marDavis (31)andEshyraNealeDavis (21).Rev.
Davis and Tyronna are the proud grandparents of Kamaryn
J. Davis (10) and Zion Davis (3). Currently they reside in
Salisbury, Maryland.

Our Homecoming Speaker:
Rev. Elmer Davis, Easton District Superintendent
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10/2
10/10

10/20
10/31

Susan McCandless
Matt Andrew
Buster Lord

Wanda Prothero
Peggy Dashiell

Watch This Space!
Next Month Learn All About

Eco-Fest
2019

October
BirthdaysFEATU

RES
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FIFTEENWAYS TO PRAY FOR
YOUR PASTOR

The life of a UnitedMethodist pastor
is filled with a variety of
responsibilities. They preach, teach,
visit, counsel, lead, consult,
communicate, budget, clean, and so
much more.
Pastoring a church is not a job that
can be done well under the pastor’s
poweralone.Everypastorreliesheavily
on God’s guidance, strength and peace
as they live into their call.
One of the best ways we can support
our pastors and show them our
appreciation is toregularlypray
for them. But it can be difficult
to know exactly whatwe should
pray for. To help get started,
we’veassembledfifteenareasof
pastors’ lives and ministries
where they would value your
prayers.
1. Spiritual lives
Ourpastors’ spiritual livesare
important to their finding the
wisdom, strength and guidance
necessary to leada church.Pray
for your pastors’ growth as a disciple of
Jesus Christ, as the Holy Spirit works
through them to serve your
congregation and community.
2. Time management
With all of their responsibilities,
United Methodist pastors need to
become masters of their calendars.
John Wesley knew this back in the
1700s. He instructed the preachers,
“Never trifle away time.” Pray for your
pastors to use time wisely, including
blocking out occasions for Sabbath
rest, prayer, work and family.
3. Families
Speaking of families, it is important
to remember that our ministers may
alsobe a spouse, aparent, anda child to
parents who have needs. Remember to
pray for your pastor’s family.
4. Preaching
Delivering a great sermon (and the
ones that are less than great) takes
hours of study and preparation. Pray
for your pastors as they prepare
worship services, sacraments and

sermons. May they have the words to
communicate what God has placed on
their hearts.
5. Strength
Theworkofapastorrequiresreserves
of spiritual and emotional strength.
Ask God to bolster ministers' hearts
and minds, especially on days when
they feel weak, inadequate, or
unqualified.
6. Visiting ministries
Visiting people in hospital rooms,
nursing homes, rehabilitation centers,
memory centers, hospice units, homes
and jail cells, is an important part of
your pastor’s job. Pray for her or his

ability to connect with those who are
struggling and to share God’s comfort,
peace and hope.
7. Leadership
Pastors shepherd their
congregations, lead individuals to
Christandguidethechurchasawitness
to thework of God in our communities.
Pray for your pastor’s ability to lead
your congregation.
8. Decision-making
Being a leader includes making
difficult decisions. Sometimes that
means making a call when the “right
answer” is elusive. Other times it is
about making an unpopular choice.
Pray for God to guide your pastor’s
decisions.
9. Ministry with the poor
Pastors are called upon to help those
who do not have enough food, rent
money, or the ability topay autility bill.
Theyalso lead their congregations todo
the same. Pray that your pastor has the
wisdom and resources necessary to
help those in need, and that he or she

might represent
Jesus well to those
who feel forgotten.
10. Communication
We’ve all sent a note, email or
text that is misunderstood by the
recipient. Ministers reach out to so
many people, miscommunication is
nearly impossible to avoid.AskGod to
make your pastor’s communication
clear and for grace when he or she is
misunderstood.
11. Conflict
Conflicts sometimes arise when
people miscommunicate and disagree.

Some conflicts are serious,
while others are petty. Pray for
your pastors’ strength,
wisdom, patience and
discernment as they navigate
the conflicts that arise.
12. Vision
United Methodist pastors
help set the vison for their
congregations. Pray that your
pastor may clearly see where
God is leadingyourchurchand
for opportunities for

ministries to grow in those areas.
13. Finances
Money worries can be a big
distraction. Pray for financial peace for
your pastor, both with the
congregation’s budget and his or her
family finances.
14. Health
Your pastor’s physical health is
important.Pray for themto take timeto
care for their bodies through rest,
exercise, and eating well.
15. Encouragement
Pray for your pastors to be
encouraged today.Pray that theymight
know in their hearts the differences
they make in the lives of individuals,
in your congregation, and in your
community.
You can be an answer to prayer when
you encourage your ministers. Write a
note, text or email to let them know
whatadifference theymake inyour life.
They will surely appreciate it.

Joe Iovino
Reprinted from www.umc.org

FEATURES
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