
even in the
midst
of the
earth

THE BETHESDA BUGLE • DECEMBER 2019

salvation
created

is



2

We have a
list of just a few of the

many students from
Preston Elementary and their

siblings who are in need this
Christmas season. We have the
opportunity to brighten Christmas for these children
by providing gifts of clothing and toys. If youwould like
to adopt one by providing the gifts, please letme know as
soon as possible. Expect to spend about $100 per child.
Gifts are due here December 15. Gifts must be unwrapped
and new. If you would like to provide a roll of wrapping
paper, that would be welcome.
If you would like to give a financial donation in any
amount, we would be happy to accept donations through
December 11. These donations may be put in with the
Sunday offering, or brought to the church office. Thank you!

Nikki Oakes

Adopt a
Child This
ChristmasNEWS

Wewere able to deliver fifteen boxes of food and turkeys
to Preston Elementary School so the families could have a
traditional Thanksgiving dinner. Thanks to everyone for
the food and monetary donations to make this possible.
Now it is time to get fifteen boxes ready for Christmas.We
will need soup, tuna, peanut butter and jelly, canned
vegetables and fruit, cereal, canned pasta, spaghetti and
sauce,macaroniandcheese,andanythingelsea familycan
use to make a meal. Monetary donations are gladly
accepted to buyhams andother items that are needed.We
would like tohaveall the food inbyWednesday,December
18. Thank you for your generosity in helping the families
have a better Christmas.

Donna Lane

All Bethesdawomen are invited to the annual
women's Christmas party again this year, at
the homeofGene andDorisGerlach at noon
on Saturday, December 14. Bring a covered
dishandawrappedgiftworth$15-$20for the
gift exchange. We will meet at church at 11:30

a.m. to carpool. Please let Donna Lane know if you are
planning toattendand ifyouwillneedaride.Wealwayshave
a good time with the food, games, and fellowship. We are
very grateful to the Gerlachs for hosting this annual event.

Women's
Christmas
Party

•We are in need of volunteers to help with
Sunday School, and for Liturgist, Usher, and
Acolyte during the 10:15 a.m. service. The choir
and bell choir are also looking for newmembers.

If youare interested inanyof these jobs, get in touch
with Kari Farnell.
•ForSale:a three-gallonunopenedtubofHershey'svanilla
ice cream left over from the Peach Festival, $30; and an
unopened fifteen-count package of hamburger patties, $25.
See Donna Lane if you are interested in purchasing.

News
Briefs

Christmas at Barratt's Chapel
December 8 - Lessons & Carols, 5:00 p.m.
Kent Chamber Choir
Delaware Youth Chorale
Members of First State Brass
Directed by Dr. James Wilson

December 24 - Christmas Eve Service, 5:00 p.m.
Led by Bishop Peggy Johnson

The public is invited to both services. A free will
offering will be taken. For information contact
the Chapel office at 302-335-5544 or
barratts@aol.com

Upcoming Events
December 8

December 11

December 14

December 24

December 29

January 10-12

"Who's Your One" Sunday
9:00 and 10:15 a.m.

Christmas Parade/Tree Lighting
6:00 p.m.

Charge Conference
6:00 p.m.

Ladies' Christmas Luncheon
The Gerlachs', 12:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service, 7:00 p.m.

Single Service, 9:45 a.m.

Youth Rally
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It’s that
time of the
year! Every
time you

turn the radio
on these days, even on secular
radio stations, you will hear the
songs of Christmas. This is the
one time of the year when
everyone, inside and outside the
church, is listening to and
singing the same songs. What’s
your favorite Christmas carol? If
you’re like me, you probably
have more than one. My top two
are "What Child is This" and "O
Come, Emmanuel."
For the month of December,
we will be singing the songs of
the season. But we will do more
than sing. In our “Christmas
Carols” series, we will lookmore
closely at one carol each week.
Wewill explore the story behind
the song.Andwewill take a close
look at what the song tells us
about Jesus. You know, every

Christian song
ever written, every
hymn, every carol,
every contemporary
Christian song, makes a
statement about God.
During this most wonderful
time of the year, we truly do
sing our faith!
And what better place to sing
the songs of Christmas than in
our beautifully decorated
church! It’s a great time to invite
your friends. Everyone is
looking for the real meaning of
Christmas, evenour friendswho
don’t usually attend church. We
can help them find it. Be sure to
invite your friends to come and
see (or better yet, come and
hear) for themselves what this
most wonderful time of the year
is really all about – the hope, the
peace, the joy, the love!

Pastor Linda

Leap-Froggers' Club
The Leap Froggers' Club meets on
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Children age
3 to fifthgradeare invited toattend.
Mrs.SusanMcCandless, alongwith
a team of dedicated helpers, leads
theclub.Kids learnaboutJesusand
God’s love for us. Parents, bring
your kids for Leap Froggers and
joinus in theChapel for anuplifting
time of contemporary worship.
Seniors' Lunch-N-Linger

The last Sunday of each month
single seniors age 50 and over get
together for some fellowship. A
light lunch will be enjoyed in the
church kitchen right after the 10:15
a.m. worship service.

Sunday Morning Schedule
Contemporary Worship Service

Sunday School
Traditional Worship Service

9:00 a.m.

10:15 a.m.

Pastor Linda's Office Hours
Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
These hours are subject to change at

short notice.

Church Office Hours
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Pastor Linda
pastorlinda406@comcast.net

410-673-7538

Church Office
BethesdaChurchOffice@gmail.com

410-673-7538

PASTOR'S PAGE
The Most Wonderful Time of the Year

Our REGULAR

MINISTRIES
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I had the joy to get to know “Aunt”
Catherine Wright over the past few
years. I always loved to see her come
walking into the Sanctuary on Sunday
morning in one of her many hats. I
love hats, too, so I took an instant
liking to her style.
Itwasn’tuntilwewere inBible study
together, however, that I got to really
know thewomanbeneath the hat. She
and her niece Joyce Alderman
starting attending together. They
were always laughing and talking, and
obviously enjoyed each other’s
company. On some days, I thought to
myself, “I’m going to have to separate
those two!” Having heard Joyce call
her Aunt Catherine so many times, I
started calling her Aunt Catherine
myself. Pretty soon, everyone in Bible
study, and eventually the whole
church, was calling her Aunt
Catherine! She didn’t seem to mind
onebit! It reallywasasmallbutsimple
way we all showed our affection for
her.
That shewaswell lovedbymanywas
obvious at her graveside funeral
service. During a November
snowstorm,onacoldandwindyday, a
large crowd gathered around her
casket. I’venever seen somanypeople
at a graveside service, even on a nice
day. What a tribute to the person she
was.
She was quite a lady. Hers was a life
well lived. Shewill bemissedbymany,
including me. I am thankful I had the
opportunity to get to know her.

Pastor Linda

Catherine Harrison
Wright of Preston, MD, passed

away peacefully at her home on
November 6, 2019. Born in Cordova,MD,

the daughter of Samuel Clark Harrison and
Mary Alice Harrison.
Catherine graduated from Hurlock High School

in 1944 and then started a career as a secretary until
the age of 72.
She was an active member of Bethesda United Methodist Church.
She married Robert E. Wright, Jr. on October 17, 1946. She was preceded in

death by her husband on February 5, 1994.
She is survived by her daughter, Sharon

Maher (Mike), five sons, Robert E.
Wright III (Vicki), Jeff Wright
(Cindy), Ben Wright, Tim Wright
(Sharon), and Mike Wright (Amy),
a sister, Mildred Lewis, ten
grandchildren, six great-
grandchildren, and one great-
great-grandson.
She was preceded in death by
her parents, her husband,
Robert E. Wright Jr., her
brothers, Earle, Alvin, Hope,
Clark, Elwood, Lee, and
Charles, three sisters, Helen,
Dottie, and Elizabeth, and a
grandson, BenjaminWright
Jr.
A graveside service was
held on Tuesday,
November 12, 2019 at
Bloomery Cemetery in
Federalsburg,MD,with
Pastor Linda Pevey
officiating.
In lieu of flowers,

memorial contributions
may be made to Bethesda
UnitedMethodist Church,
155 Main Street, Preston.
Services were entrusted to
the Framptom Funeral
Home. Share memories
with the family at
www.framptom.com.

NEWS In
Memoriam –

"Aunt Catherine"
Wright

Left: Aunt Catherine
shows off one of her

famous hats on
Mother's Day 2017. At
right: having a laugh
at the 2018 church

picnic.
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Our command, as
believers, is to take the
love of Jesus out into the
world. Not to stay inside
the walls of our church,
but to go and meet
people where they live.
The book of Acts gives us
the script to follow, and
PastorLindaPeveyhelps
us learnourpart inGod's
great story. Listen at
https://887thebridge.co

m/podcast/the-bridge-podcast-ep054/ or on iTunes,
Stitcher, Google Play Music, and Spotify! (Please note: The
podcastgoes liveonDecember13.The linkwillnotworkuntil
then.)

I
Sundays!
Making Sunday
the Best Day of Your Week
Starts January 5, 2020

In
The
New
Year

NEWS

Changing your Sunday can change your life. Get 2020 started off right by
committing to make Sunday the best day of your week. It used to be that
Sundays were set aside for church, rest and families. But for many people,
Sundays have become just another busy day, just like the other six. At the
same time,moreandmorepeople arewonderinghow their lives got sobusy
andwhylife issostressful.Godcreatedusforrest, relationalconnectionand
spiritual renewal once a week. Sundays truly can be the best day of your
week, not by following a bunch of legalistic rules about what you can and
can’t do on Sunday, but by setting aside some things for one day in order to
enjoy other things. Living Sundays in this way will lead to benefits that
cascade into just about every area of life. Join us as we focus on how the
whole week, indeed our whole life, can be transformed by our decision to
make Sunday the best day of the week! Good Sundays make for better
Mondays, better families, and joyful lives every day of the week!

"We Are The Church…Let’s Act Like It"
Bible Study

This is a study of the book of Acts, which tells the story of
the early church. It has much to say to us today. A Bible
study group led by the author, our own Pastor Linda, will
begin on January 8, 10:30 a.m. to noon. Everyone is
welcome! You will be encouraged and inspired as you
follow along with Jesus’ first disciples.
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WEEKLY INCOME: NOVEMBER 2019
Date

11/3
11/10
11/17
11/24

Attendance
9:00 10:15
17 28
19 32
16 35
19 32

Plate
Total*
$152.00
$147.00
$152.00
$173.00

Envelope
Total*
$1,055.00
$830.00
$1,180.00
$930.00

Total

$1,207.00
$977.00
$1,332.00
$1,103.00

Statistics
•Required Income According to
Budget: 4 weeks @ $2,300 per
week = $9,200.00
•Actual Income: $4,619.00
•Average Weekly Income: $1,401.64

•Average Attendance:
9:00: 21
10:15: 31

•Average Per Capita Income: $28.46

Bethesda's congregation
Celebrating Veterans Day.

Above, Pastor Jim
recognizes fellow veterans
during service. From left:
Gene Gerlach, Ray Zepp,
Rev. Jim Michael, Danny
Morris, and Buster Lord.

Right: CRHS hosts a special
Veterans Day ceremony with

members of the band and
JROTC, including

Bethesda's own (from left)
Susannah Cheezum, Anna
Carmean, Emma Carmean,

and Gillian Cheezum.

Nikki Oakes, Bethesda’s Administrative
Assistant, was baptized by Pastor Linda
and became amember of the church on
October 20. She is pictured here with
husband Chris, son Cole, and Pastor
Linda. Congratulations to Nikki!

Special
thanks are due

to Carol and Jack
Miller, Danny Morris,

Charlotte Nickerson, and
Milton and Donna Lane for
decorating the church so
beatifully for Christmas. Thanks to
all of you for helping to make the
season bright and getting us all in the
mood for the holiday!

FEATU
RES

This year the altar in the Sanctuary was
specially, simply, and royally decorated
for Christ the King Sunday – the final
Sunday in the liturgical year.
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FEATURES



BETHESDA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
P.O. Box 147 • Preston, Maryland 21655

Honor a family member and/or
friend thisChristmasbyorderinga
poinsettia. They are $8.00 each;
checks should be made out to

"Bethesda UMC." If you have any
questions or would like tomake an order

directly, please contact Donna Lane. Otherwise,
fill out the formbelow, snip it out, and returnwith
your payment by December 15.

Your Name:

In Honor of:

In Memory of:


