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What Would Jesus Do? 
 
Grace and Peace be to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
I write to you as our country is gripped in unrest, discontent, and fear, in the aftermath of the death of George Floyd at 

the hands of Minneapolis police officers. Protests have erupted not just in Minneapolis, but in towns and cities all 

across our country, including right here in Maryland and Delaware. Across the nation, some of the protests have result-

ed in violence and property damage. However, the actions of those who choose to destroy property do not lessen the 

enormity of the crime that has taken place. 
 
At this juncture, we have all likely seen the video over and over again. People around the world are appalled, and right-

ly so. As people of faith, we should be appalled as well. It may feel like we are insulated from this as we go about our 

daily business in and around Preston. But as Martin Luther King, Jr. wrote, while he was held in the Birmingham Jail 

for his part in peaceful protests against the segregation and racism that were the way of life of that time, “Injustice any-

where is a threat to justice everywhere.” He called on all people of faith to stand up for those who could not stand up 

for themselves. 
 
As I watch and listen to the news, I find myself asking that question that we as people of faith all have to wrestle with: 

What should we do? As we follow our leader Jesus Christ, it is appropriate to ask: what would Jesus do? In this case, 

all we have to do is open our Bibles to find the answer. Jesus is crystal clear. He always sides with the voiceless, with 

those who have been looked down on, on those other people refuse to even acknowledge. He always sides with those 

who lack the power, position, or prestige to speak for themselves, to stand up for themselves, to fight for change for 

themselves. Jesus is also very clear that violence is not the answer. 
 
I encourage all of us to come together to respond to this national crisis. First, let us come together to pray. Pray for the 

healing of our nation. Pray for peace and an end to the violence and looting. Pray for comfort for the families who have 

lost loved ones. Pray for justice for the victims. 
 
Next, pray about what you can do to effect change in our community and in our country. I am reminded of what the 

Old Testament prophet wrote so many years ago. What does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy 

and to walk humbly with your God.” Micah 6:8 
As people of faith, what can we do to be part of the fight for justice for all? 
 
Impossible, you say? During this week after Pentecost, when we celebrated who we are as the church and the coming 

of the Holy Spirit to all who believe, let us remember that the Holy Spirit has come to empower us to do the things of 

God. As author and pastor Charlie Holt writes, “the two agents of change in the world are the Holy Spirit and the peo-

ple of God.” We have been given the Holy Spirit to empower us to bring about the transformation of the world. May it 

be so! 

 
In Christ, Pastor Linda 

WORDS FROM PASTOR LINDA 
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Back to Normal? 
 

"See, I am doing a new thing; now it springs up. Do you not per-

ceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the 

wasteland." Isaiah 43:19 

 

For some of us, there have been a few too many “new things” in 

recent months. Stay-at-home orders, shelter-in–place, work at 

home, unemployment, closed schools, bare shelves at the grocery 

store, sickness, fear, anxiety. It has been a difficult and challeng-

ing season. We long for things to “get back to normal.” 

 

But…what if “back to normal” is not what God has in mind for 

us? I’ve been thinking about this as we head toward the celebra-

tion of Pentecost on May 31. Heading toward that initial Pente-

cost described in Acts 2, the disciples were surely hoping things 

would get back to normal. Jesus, their friend and leader, had just 

been crucified. They were hiding out, huddled together, in fear 

for their lives. Not fear of a deadly virus, but a very real fear of 

death at the hands of the Roman authorities who had carried out 

Jesus’ death sentence. Even as they must have known nothing 

would be the same after Jesus’ death, they probably longed to get 

back to life as they knew it before their lives and their plans went 

terribly off the rails. 
 

But God had other plans. As they hide out in fear, the Holy Spirit 

comes, in what can only be the least expected way possible! Ra-

ther than back to normal, their lives are forever changed in a way 

they couldn’t have imagined in their wildest dreams. 
 

At its most basic, Pentecost was a day of major disruption. It was 

a disrupter of the status quo, something we can all understand 

right now. After Pentecost, the world would never be the same as 

the believers were filled with the Holy Spirit, which in turn led to 

the birth of the church. Back to normal? Hardly. The fearful be-

came courageous. The weak were emboldened. The marginalized 

took charge. The sick were healed. Praise God for the gift of the 

Holy Spirit! 

 

Perhaps we should be asking ourselves, “Do we really want to go 

back to normal, back to where we were pre-Covid19?” What if 

God has something new waiting for us on the other side of Covid

-19? Or even in the midst of Covid-19? What if, like God did 

with those first disciples, God wants to take us to a new place, on 

a new adventure, into uncharted territory? What if? 

 

I, for one, don’t want to miss it! Yes, disruption and the chaos 

that accompanies it are unsettling. But what if all this disruption 

is just the gateway, an open door, to the new thing God is doing, 

in our lives, in our church, and in our community? Are we ready 

to step through and find out? 

 

Blessings, Pastor Linda 

Due to uncertainty in the 

weeks to come due to COVID-

19, Bethesda United Methodist 

Church regrets that there will 

be no VBS program this year. 

Due to not knowing exactly 

when restrictions will be lifted 

for larger group meetings, not 

knowing if we will have enough 

volunteers this year due to the 

virus, and safety requirements 

put out by the Pen-Del Confer-

ence, we have had to make 

this decision. Keep watch for 

when Sunday School reopens. 

We will be excited to see you 

there! 

We are sad to 

announce that, 

due to the on-

going corona-

virus emergency, this year’s 

Peach Festival is also can-

celled. Please mark your cal-

endars for next year, August 

14, 2021, and we’ll see you 

then!  
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Bethesda Worship Schedule 

Governor Hogan last week announced that the state of Maryland is enter-

ing into Phase 1 of the Covid-19 Recovery Plan. Along with that 

comes the possibility for us to once again worship in our building at 

50% capacity. We have received extensive guidance and lists of 

requirements from the State, Caroline County and the Peninsula-

Delaware Conference, as to how we can worship in our building. 
 

Administration Council has been meeting weekly on Zoom 

throughout the month of May. At our meeting on May 19, after 

consideration of all the facts, the Administrative Council believes 

it is best to not reopen the building for worship at this time. 
 

We will continue to monitor developments. The situation is changing 

rapidly. We will continue to do our best to keep you informed. In the 

meantime, we will continue to offer alternative ways to worship as follows: 
 

Starting May 31 and until further notice, every Sunday: 

 9:00am Zoom service 

 

 10:00am Drive-In Church in our parking lot 
 

If you choose to come to Drive-In Church, please be aware of the following: 

 Stay home if you are not feeling well. 
 

 You must stay in your car. 
 

 Please wear a face mask as you enter the parking lot, and any time you have your windows 

open. 
 

 Tune your car radio to 87.9 FM. 
 

STOP PRESS! 
Just as we were going to 
print, the Administrative 

Council voted to resume in-
door services Sunday, July 5! 
Watch for more information 
on the website, Facebook, 

and on our sign! 
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For Zoom Worship: 
 Please use this link (valid from May 

31 through June 28): https://

us02web.zoom.us/j/89657624803 

 Call in by phone: 301-715-8592. 

Enter this meeting ID when prompt-

ed: 896 5762 4803 

 If you need help getting on Zoom, 

please email pas-

torlinda406@comcast.net. 

 Feel free to invite your friends. But 

we ask that you not post the link or 

meeting ID on social media. 
 

Video Message 

 We will continue to post a recording 

of the message on our webpage 

(www.PrestonBethesdaUMC.org) 

and on our Facebook page on Sun-

day morning. 
 

Written Copy of the Message 

 Contact the church office to receive 

a written copy of the message and 

the bulletin. We will mail those out 

as soon as possible after the Sunday 

they pertain to. 
 

Hello All! In an effort to get the church sanitized for our reopen-

ing on July 5th, I am heading up a sanitizing committee. We will 

be sanitizing all common areas of the church. Masks must be 

worn and gloves (if you have some you are welcome to wear 

them) and cleaner will be provided. If you are interested in lend-

ing a helping hand, please contact me via email at bethesda-

churchoffice@gmail.com. I look forward to seeing everyone 

soon!  

God Bless,  

Nikki Oakes  

“Now there was an Ethiopian 

eunuch, a court official of the 

Candace, queen of the Ethiopi-

ans, in charge of her entire 

treasury. He had come to Jeru-

salem to worship and was re-

turning home; seated in his 

chariot, he was reading the 

prophet Isaiah.” 

 

The Book of Acts, describing the 

first drive-in church. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89657624803
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89657624803
mailto:pastorlinda406@comcast.net
mailto:pastorlinda406@comcast.net
http://www.PrestonBethesdaUMC.org
mailto:bethesdachurchoffice@gmail.com
mailto:bethesdachurchoffice@gmail.com
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On May 17 at our first Drive-In Church service, we honored three of our young people who have reached milestones 

in their educations. All three found their way to us through their love of music. I (Pastor Linda) have had the great joy 

and pleasure to get to know them and worship with them over the past two year. 
 

Zoey Hacker: Zoey is graduating from Chesapeake College with a degree in Cr im-

inal Justice. Zoey is the usual keyboardist in the praise team. She rose to the occasion 

during Worship Nights at Bethesda to do whatever needed to be done. She is witty, and 

quick to laugh, gentle, and sensible. She is also a scholar. She was awarded the Presi-

dential Scholarship, a full ride scholarship at Chesapeake College. She graduates with 

Honors. She was selected as the recipient of the 2020 Outstanding Achievement Award 

for Criminal Justice majors, with a 3.9 GPA. Recipients for this award are chosen for 

their scholarship, engagemommunent, and commitment to excellence. Her plans for 

now are to follow God’s call, which is to keep making music, and do what she can to 

make a difference in the world. She also has interest in pursuing a career as a police of-

ficer. Congratulations, Zoey! 

 

Kelly Brown: Kelly graduates from Colonel Richardson High School. Kelly came 

to us about two years ago through the praise team. He usually plays bass guitar, but 

we’ve seen him play drums and acoustic guitar, also. He is a well-rounded musician. 

He has been very active in his short time with us. Kelly was baptized, confirmed, and 

became a member of the church last spring, an amazing step of commitment for a 

young man to make of his own accord. He’s been to Youth Rally the last couple years, 

and also on Chrysalis. God is really doing something remarkable in his life. His main 

interests in high school were engineering and music. He was a superior rated soloist for 

two consecutive years and a student leader. Kelly plans to pursue a career spreading the 

message of God’s love and grace through music. Congratulations, Kelly! 

 

Bekah Yockey: Bekah is also graduating from high school as a home-schooled stu-

dent. Bekah was our original guitarist for our 9:00 service. She’s been with us ever 

since. She is an amazing singer and guitarist. She also writes songs. She is a very talent-

ed person. She was a Girl Scout for 12 yrs. She's done missionary work with her youth 

group in Cambridge for 4 years. She’s attended Youth Rally. She’s also been involved 

in theater for 6 years. Bekah plans to attend Chesapeake College for a year, and then 

transfer to William & Mary University in Williamsburg VA. Congratulations, Bekah! 

The church has a tradition of giving a $250 cash award to an outstanding high school 

graduate each year. This year, since we have two outstanding high school grads, both 

Bekah and Kelly have received the award. 
 

We presented each grad with a gift bag of cards and well wishes from the congregation. 

If you would like to offer them a word of congratulations, you will find their home ad-

dresses in your directory. If you don’t have a directory, please call the church office. 

 

Congratulations Zoey, Kelly, and Bekah! Well done! We are proud of you. Best wishes 

for the future!  
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God Loves a Cheerful Giver! 

 

Giving generously truly is an act of worship. 

 When we give generously, we acknowledge who God is. 
 

 When we give generously, we are proclaiming that we trust God to provide for our 

needs. 
 

 When we give generously, we help to bring the good news of gospel hope to those who 

need it. 
 

 When we give generously, we ensure our church stays strong and healthy now and into 

the future. 
 

During this time of disruption of our routine, it is more important than ever that we contin-

ue to give faithfully. The ministry and mission of the church continue. Thank you for your 

support. 

There are four ways you can give: 

1. Bring your offering to Drive-In Church on Sunday. 

2. Mail a check to the church office. 

3. Go to our website and click on the red “Give On-line” button. 

4. Download the “Easy Tithe” app. You can make a one-time donation, or you can set up 

recurring giving. We encourage you to consider setting up recurring giving, and then 

you don’t have to think about it. It is very easy to set up, and will take you less than 5 

minutes. Call the church office if you need assistance with it. 
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Office Hours: Nikki is generally in the office on 

Thursdays. We are monitoring the phone. We will 

return your call, just maybe not as quickly as usual. 

Pastor Linda is available by phone (302-236-5145) 

or email (pastorlinda406@comcast.net). 

mailto:pastorlinda406@comcast.net

