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Lord our God, Save us! Gather us ALL back together from among all the nations and REJOICE IN 

YOUR PRAISE 

PSALMS 106: 47 
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Join us as we celebrate our Re-Opening with one service in the Sanctuary! 
 

July 5
th

, 10am 
 

We are excited to invite you to join us for worship in our Sanctuary! 
 

Maryland has entered into Phase 2; we are ready to welcome you back. 
 

To prepare for re-opening, everything has been thoroughly cleaned and sanitized. 
 

To ensure your safety, and in compliance with Maryland regulations and CDC guidelines, here’s 
what you need to know when you return: 

 
1. If you are not feeling well, PLEASE stay home. 
 
2. Masks or face coverings are required the entire time you are in the building, including as you 
enter and exit. 
 
3. We will not be using the parking lot door. You will be directed to enter through the front 
wooden doors, and exit through the glass doors. 
 
4. You will be asked to sanitize your hands as you enter. Hand sanitizer will be provided. 
 
5. Social distancing is required as you enter and exit and while you are seated. Ushers will    di-
rect you to a seat. Please note it may not be your usual seat. 
 
6. Bathrooms are available. We are NOT able to sanitize them in between every use. Use at your 
own risk. 
 
7. Difficult-to-clean items have been removed from the pews (hymnals, Bibles, pencils, etc.). 
Please bring your own Bible and writing utensils. Lyrics for the songs will be printed in the bul-
letin. 
 
For those who aren’t ready to return just yet, we will continue to post a video recording of the 
message on our webpage (www.PrestonBethesdaUMC.org) and on our Facebook page on Sun-
day morning. A print copy of the message is also available by contacting the church office. 

We look forward to worshiping with you soon! 

http://www.PrestonBethesdaUMC.org
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WORDS FROM PASTOR LINDA 
Press On! 
 

Not that I have already… arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of 
me. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is 
behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus. Philippians 3:11-14 
 

   We are now half way through the year 2020, a year we began with such anticipation, and which seemed to hold so 
much promise! It seems as if the year has been taken from us, at least the first half, hijacked by Covid19, and with it, 
our dreams and plans. 
   As I reflect back, I am thankful we are all healthy. To my knowledge, no one in our church family has contracted 
Covid19. Praise the Lord. Many of us know people who have come down with it, so we are aware of how blessed we 
are. 

   I am aware, too, of the loss. I feel the loss. I mourn the 
loss, of the opportunities that seemed well within our 
grasp in February, of the momentum Covid19 has taken 
from us. It’s ok to mourn, to lament that which might 
have been. Grieving is part of the healing process. And 
we all need healing right now. 
   Not to say this time has been wasted. It wasn’t. We’ve 
learned new things. We’ve stepped out of our comfort 
zones to learn new ways to worship together, and new 
ways to experience community. It perhaps hasn’t been 
perfect or exactly as we might have hoped. But good has 
come of it. We’ve explored new frontiers on-line, and 
we are reaching people on-line we wouldn’t have 
reached otherwise. We intend to continue with this new 
aspect of our ministry. We’ve discovered new ways to 
be the church, new ways to worship, and some old ways 
of staying in touch. We have been reminded time and 
time again that we are the church. The building may 
have been closed, but the church is open! We continue 
to minister to each other and the community through it 
all. 
 

 

 

   As we prepare to gather in person in the Sanctuary, we are 
half way through the year. As we prepare to gather in person 
for the first time since March 15, we have a chance to start 
over, to start again on this year 2020. So let us mourn our loss-
es. And then let us move on, turning our eyes to Jesus, as we 
press on toward the goal Jesus has for us, the body of Christ 
called Bethesda. 
   As we do, let us remember that God is not done with us yet. 
We’ve been through a rough patch, but we are coming out on 
the other side, still standing, still following, still faithful. May 
the Lord continue to strengthen us as we follow his lead. 
 

                                                           In Christ, Pastor Linda 
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Shots from the installation of the new parking lot in April. 
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A WORD FROM THE EDITOR 

As July 4th fast approaches. Let’s take a moment to remember ALL THE 

MEN & WOMEN that fought to give us our freedoms. That died for you 

& I. Let’s also Pray for  ALL our first responders & their safety everyday. 

As they too are fighting to keep us safe 

GOD BLESS THEM ALL 
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Sunday, July 5, Holy Communion Sunday 
We will celebrate Holy Communion on July 5th. We will provide self-contained, pre-
packaged, sterile elements for those who want to participate. If you are curious about the ele-
ments we will be using, go to https://
www.cokesbury.com /081407011585-fellowship-cup-communion-
wafer-juice-100-pack 

Scenes from Drive In Church 

Kelly Brown shares his testimony. 
Celebrating Pentecost 

Kelly Brown, Ryleek Acree, Keith Cayer 

Thanks to everyone who made Zoom Worship and Drive-In Church possible! We couldn't have done it without you! 

We can’t wait to get back in the building, but we made the best of it, and enjoyed new ways to worship.  
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God Loves a Cheerful Giver! 

 

Giving generously truly is an act of worship. 
 

 When we give generously, we acknowledge who God is. 
 

 When we give generously, we are proclaiming that we trust God to provide for our needs. 
 

 When we give generously, we help to bring the good news of gospel hope to those who need it. 
 

 When we give generously, we ensure our church stays strong and healthy now and into the fu-
ture. 

 

During this time of disruption of our routine, it is more important than ever that we continue to 
give faithfully. The ministry and mission of the church continue. Thank you for your support. 
 

There are four ways you can give: 
 

1. Bring your offering to worship on Sunday. 

2. Mail a check to the church office. 

3. Go to our website and click on the red “Give On-line” button. 

4. Download the “Easy Tithe” app. You can make a one-time donation, or you can set up recur-
ring giving. We encourage you to consider setting up recurring giving, and then you don’t have 
to think about it. It is very easy to set up, and will take you less than 5 minutes. Call the church 
office if you need assistance with it. 
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Summer Office Hours: Nikki is generally in the office on Wednes-

days and Thursdays from 9:00am to 3:00pm. Pastor Linda is also 

in the office those days, although her hours may vary. You can 

leave a message on the answering machine if we are not in the 

office. We will get back to you as soon as possible. Or can email 

the church office (bethesdachurchoffice@gmail.com) or Pastor 

Linda (pastorlinda406@comcast.net) or Pastor Jim 

(jhmichael47@yahoo.com). 


