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May the God of hope fill you with Joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you 

may overflow with hope by the power of the holy spirit 

Romans 15:13 
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WORDS FROM PASTOR LINDA 
 

Scenes from Worship at the Water  on July 26.  

A hot but beautiful day for outdoor worship.  

Worshippers came by boat, kayak, car, and on foot! 

Pastor Linda brings Tamar to life. 
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Hidden Figures 
 

By Pastor Linda 

 

A couple years ago, there was a movie made about the African-American women who worked at NASA in the 50’s 

and 60’s. The movie, Hidden Figures, tells the story of three “human computers,” as they were called, expert mathe-

maticians who played pivotal roles in the early years of NASA’s attempt to launch the first American astronauts into 

space. Because of their gender and race, and the state of American society at that time, these women truly were 

“hidden figures.” Although they had important roles inside NASA, their contributions were largely hidden from pub-

lic view until recently.  

 

The Bible contains the stories of some “hidden figures” of its own. For the next several Sundays, we will reveal the 

stories of five women who are named in Jesus’ family tree. Genealogies were very important, and interesting, to peo-

ple in biblical times. We tend to skip over them when we encounter them in the biblical text, because they seem like 

endless lists of people whose names we can’t pronounce, who “begat” someone else whose name we can’t pro-

nounce.  

 

As we will see over the next several weeks, the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew 1 contains some hidden gems. For 

starters, that five women are named at all should arouse our curiosity. You see, they are the only women named in 

this genealogy, which spans 42 generations and all of biblical history! Why these five? What is so remarkable about 

these five women that the biblical writer Matthew names them at all, when it was against the social convention of the 

day? What is he trying to say to us? And most importantly, what is God saying to us through the stories of these five 

women?  

 

Join us as we delve into their stories. Each week, we will present the story of one woman through a drama about her 

life. It will be a fun and eye-opening look at the hidden figures in Jesus’ family tree.  
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Gloria W. Truitt (1934-2020) 
 
Gloria Williams Truitt, 85, passed away peacefully on July 15, 2020 at her home on Hog Island.  
 
She was born in Matthewstown, on December 1, 1934, the daughter of the late Robert Malin 
Williams and Helen Harrison Williams. 
 
Gloria was in the last class to graduate in 1952 from the High School on Idlewild in Easton. She 
worked at the Talbot Bank in Easton for over 25 years. 
 
She enjoyed reading, traveling, and going to yard sales and especially going to her vacation spot 
in Chincoteague. 
 
She is survived by her children: Morgan Bennett III (Anne) of Hurlock, and Anne Bennett George 
(Harry) of Preston, sister, Wanda W. Hutchison (Richard) of Cordova; grandsons, Robert Morgan 
Bennett (Jackie) of Martinsburg, WV and Harry L. George, III of Preston and great grandchil-
dren; Weston Bennett, Juliet Bennett and Harry George, IV. In addition to her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her sister, Roberta W. Worm. 

 
A visitation was held on Monday, July 20, 2020 from 7 - 
9 PM at Fellows, Helfenbein & Newnam Funeral Home, 
P. A. A graveside service will be private. 
 
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made 
in her honor to Caroline County EMS, 7 N. 1st St., Den-
ton, MD 21629 or Preston Volunteer Fire Company, 
3680 Choptank Rd, Preston, MD 21655. 
 
For condolences and to sign the online guest book, vis-
it www.fhnfuneralhome.com. 

http://www.fhnfuneralhome.com/
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FREE PRODUCE GIVEAWAY 

On Monday, July 20, Pastor Linda received an email about a 
church in the Denton area that had free boxes of produce availa-
ble to be given away. The pastor was looking for other churches 
that could help in distributing some. Since Bethesda had earlier 
in the year participated with the Food for Learning program 
through Caroline County Public Schools, a few of us decided that 
we would quickly put together a small team and take on this 
challenge. After SEVERAL emails back and forth, it was decided 
that we would pick up boxes of produce and distribute them on 
Thursday evening.  

Kari Farnell advertised the giveaway on the Bethesda Facebook 
page and the What’s Up, Preston, Md. Facebook page.  On Thurs-
day, July 23, Nikki Oakes and Susan McCandless picked up boxes 
of produce from the location in Denton.  Back at the church, Pas-
tor Linda, Kari Farnell, and Donna Lane off-loaded Nikki’s load 
and began to distribute to folks that were there. Once Susan 
McCandless arrived with her load, we began to distribute those 
as well. Donna thought some signs would be a good idea and so Pastor Linda made some signs. Pastor Linda, Susan, 
Donna, and Kari took turns loading cars and standing along the road waving signs indicating we had free produce.  

The produce boxes consisted of a bag of potatoes, a bag of oranges, a bag of apples, a head of lettuce, a head of cab-
bage, onions, sweet potatoes and a couple bags of baby carrots. Bethesda was able to give away approximately 60 
boxes of produce, including 4 that we delivered to homes. Many recipients could not believe we were not asking for 
donations and a few insisted on donating. We received $28.00 in donations.  

Thank you to Pastor Linda for sharing the original email and prompting us to get involved. Thank you to Nikki and 
Susan for picking up the boxes and thanks to Pastor Linda, Susan, Donna, and Kari for standing in the sun and bless-
ing people with free produce.  

Thanks be to God for His immeasurable grace! 
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Eric presented Nikki with a gag gift of Bat girl doll. For her heroic ac-

tions as she battled the bats AND WON!!! THE VICTORY WAS HERS 
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God Loves a Cheerful Giver! 

 

Giving generously truly is an act of worship. 

 When we give generously, we acknowledge who God is. 
 

 When we give generously, we are proclaiming that we trust God to provide for our 

needs. 
 

 When we give generously, we help to bring the good news of gospel hope to those who 

need it. 
 

 When we give generously, we ensure our church stays strong and healthy now and into 

the future. 
 

During this time of disruption of our routine, it is more important than ever that we contin-

ue to give faithfully. The ministry and mission of the church continue. Thank you for your 

support. 

There are five ways you can give: 
 

1. Bring your offering to Drive-In Church on Sunday. 

2. Mail a check to the church office. 

3. Go to our website and click on the red “Give On-line” button. 

4. Download the “Easy Tithe” app. You can make a one-time donation, or you can set up   

     recurring giving. We encourage you to consider setting up recurring giving, and then  

     you don’t have to think about it. It is very easy to set up, and will take you less than 5  

     minutes. Call the church office if you need assistance with it. 
 

 5. NEW!!! “Text to Give.” Text GIVE to 410-498-6010. The 

first time you use “Text to   
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Office Hours: Nikki is generally in the office on 

Thursdays. We are monitoring the phone. We will 

return your call, just maybe not as quickly as usual. 

Pastor Linda is available by phone (302-236-5145) 

or email (pastorlinda406@comcast.net). 

mailto:pastorlinda406@comcast.net

