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Sometimes Life gives us a winding Path. We sometimes don’t know whether to 

move forward or turn back. But one thing we can always rely on and that is the 

Lord to show us the right path. We just have to sometimes stop & Listen & Focus 

on God. And really see what’s right in front of us. God Bless Everyone  
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WORDS FROM PASTOR LINDA 
I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy, Down in My Heart! 

 
By Pastor Linda 

 
You may have learned that song in VBS or Sunday School years ago. It usually involves lots of exuberant 

hand motions, sometimes dancing and jumping, as VBS songs usually do. It is difficult to not smile or 

laugh as you sing it, or watch children sing it! 

 

This simple song really speaks to a deep spiritual truth, which the great apostle Paul expresses this way: 

Rejoice in the Lord always! Again I will say it: Rejoice! Philippians 4:4 

 

You may be familiar with the short book of Philippians. You may have noticed that it is overflowing, 

bursting at the seams, with joy, the kind that starts “down in my heart” and which circumstances cannot 

steal.  

 

What you might not know is that Paul write this letter while he was in prison. It’s one thing to say, oh, you 

should be joyful in all circumstances, when life is easy and everything is going our way. It is quite another 

to be overflowing with joy while you are stuck in prison.  

 

It has been a long six months since Covid has altered our lives in unprecedented and unwelcome ways. 

There is literally nothing in our lives that has been left untouched. As much as we can’t control all that is 

happening around us, we can control what is happening inside of us, and that includes tuning into that joy, 

joy, joy, joy, down in our hearts! Our joy is not dictated by our circumstances. OK, I know we are some-

times sad, lonely, discouraged, or sick. But our joy, true joy, comes not from our circumstances, but from 

having Jesus in our hearts! Joy is serious business, and it is part of our witness as believers. No one has 

more reason to be joyful than those of us who have Jesus down in our hearts to stay! 

 

As summer comes to an end and we make the transition to fall, we invite you to join us as we celebrate a 

month of joy. We will take an in-depth look at Paul’s joyful letter to the Philippians. And that’s not all. 

We will be talking about how we can bring joy to our friends and perfect strangers, to our town, and to 

one another.  

 

Be sure to join us every Sunday in September as we celebrate a month of joy. It is guaranteed to make you 

smile!    
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Join the Joy Team!  
 

Be part of our effort to spread joy in September. We need your ideas and your enthusiasm! Contact Pastor Linda 

(pastorlinda406@comcast.net or by phone at 302-236-5145) if you are interested in being part of this joyful ef-

fort! 

 
 

 

9:00 Service Resumes in September-With Outdoor Worship! 
 

Good news! Starting on September 6, the 9:00 service will be resuming on a weekly basis. For the month of Sep-

tember, we will worship each Sunday outdoors at Choptank Marina. Join us for some joyful outdoor worship. 

Bring a chair! Invite your friends! If you want some shade, bring an umbrella. In the event of inclement weather, 

the service will be moved to the Preston Town Park pavilion. Updates will be posted on our Facebook page and 

on our answering machine. 

 

On October 11, the 9:00 service will move indoors to the Fellowship Hall. As much as we all love worshipping in 

the Chapel, there isn’t adequate room for social distancing. The Fellowship Hall gives us an abundance of space 

to spread out, and still safely worship together!  

 

The 10:15 service continues in the Sanctuary as usual. During September, we will continue to share this service 

on Facebook Live.  
 

 

mailto:pastorlinda406@comcast.net
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Giving Cheerfully Truly is an Act of Worship. 

 

                                              

 

When we give generously, we acknowledge who God is.  

 

When we give generously, we are proclaiming that we trust God to provide for our needs. 

 

When we give generously, we help to bring the good news of gospel hope to those who need it. 

 

When we give generously, we ensure our church stays strong and healthy now and into the future. 

During this time of disruption of our routine, the ministry and mission of the church continue. Your financial 

support ensures that we are able to carry on the ministry God has for us.  

There are five ways you can give: 

1. Bring your offering with you on Sunday. 

2. Mail a check to the church office. 

3. Go to our website and click on the red “Give On-line” button.  

4. Download the “Easy Tithe” app. You can make a one-time donation, or you can set up recurring giving. We 

 encourage you to consider setting up recurring giving, and then you don’t have to think about it. It is 

 very easy to set up, and will take you less than 5 minutes. Call the church office if you need assistance 

 with it. 

5. NEW! Text to Give. Text the word GIVE to 410-498-6010. The first time you use it, you will be prompted 

 to link to the account you want to give from. After that, it’s one-click giving. Recurring giving can also 

 be set up with Text to Give. Call the office if you would like help or have any questions.  
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“Rejoice Always” has been the theme of Bethesda’s worship series during the month of Septem-
ber, with a focus on the joy available to us as Christians. 
 
To bring joy to some in our congregation and community, Joy Bags were compiled and delivered 
during the week of Sept. 13. Each gift bag contained items such as tissues, hand sanitizer, note-
pads, cookies, a poem and other small agape gifts. As you can see  in the photos, they were well 
received. 
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We were invited to set up a “concession stand” at 

the Preston Town Park for their Family Movie Night 

in September, held in conjunction with the Caroline 

County YMCA. 

We had plenty of snacks and drinks for sale for 

those who came out to see “Aladdin.” A great time 

was had by all. 

Thanks to all who helped make it happen. Eric 

Cheezum ran the popcorn machine.  Kelly Brown, 

Donna Lane, and Pastor Linda helped with set up 

and snack sales. Chris Farnell assisted with take 

down and clean up. 

Pictured (L-R): Eric Cheezum, Kelly Brown, Donna 

Lane   
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One Service October 4 

Choptank Marina at 9:30am 

Be sure to join us for our special outdoor Worship Service on October 4 at 9:30am at the beautiful 

Choptank Marina. We are not able to have Homecoming this year, but we can gather outdoors      

together. This will be our last outdoor service for the year.  

We will be celebrating a Baptism. It is also World Communion Sunday and we will celebrate Holy 

Communion along with Christians around the world. 

Don’t miss this special time of worship and celebration. Let’s worship and praise God together! 

Congratulations to the new Mr. and Mrs. Hurley! We wish them many 
happy days in their new life together! 
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Since Bethesda has been focusing on JOY for the month of September, we organized a new JOY 

committee to plan several congregational and community events for the month. On September 

12, we held a free "Ice pop" giveaway, in order to spread some joy in the community. From 1:00-

3:00, we gave out free ice pops to anyone that stopped by. Nikki Oakes, Valerie Brey, Suzy Staeh-

lin, and Kari Farnell took turns holding signs encouraging folks to stop in and distributing the ice 

pops to the cars. One particular lady stopped by to get a tasty treat on her way to work, while a 

gentleman stopped by to get six pops to take to his workers. Although not as many stopped as we 

had hoped, we were able to distribute between 40-50 ice pops. 

We will be collecting school supplies again this year for Preston Elementary 

School. They will not be delivered until a 

later time, but can be put on the bench 

downstairs by the food pantry basket. 

Thanks in advance for your help.     D.Lane 
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What Difference Does It Make? 

 Does your faith sometimes feel like something that only matters on Sunday morning? You go 

home after worship and get back to your usual routine. Maybe you don’t think about church or 

about God until the next Sunday. Maybe you think your faith only matters about “church things,” 

like showing up for worship, or making a donation, or serving once in a while. Maybe you even 

find yourself wondering, “What difference does it make, anyway? My life is the same as it was 

last Sunday or last month or last year. What’s the point?” 

 We were never intended to live a faith that doesn’t matter. We are called to live a 24/7 faith, a 

faith that impacts everything in our lives: who we marry, what we teach our children, how we 

treat other people, where we live, what kind of work we do, how we spend our money, who we 

vote for, and on and on the list goes. There is nothing in your life that God wants you to hold 

back or hold separate from your faith. The truth is our faith matters, or should matter, in 

everything in our life. 

 Starting in October, we begin a new worship series called “A Faith That Matters.” It will be 

based on what we profess to believe as Christians, as stated in the Apostles Creed. Many of us 

memorized this creed at some point in our Christian journey. But how often do we stop and 

really consider the impact of what we are saying? The Creed is more than just a bunch of words 

strung together. It truly is a statement of faith, or as the word “creed” implies, it is a statement of 

what we believe. What we believe matters, because what we believe has the power to shape what 

we do in all aspects of our lives, not just what happens at church, but in our real 24/7 life. 

 Be sure to join us each Sunday October 11 though November 15 as we take a closer look at the 

Apostles Creed, and consider the implica-

tions of what we believe for our everyday 
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Dear Church,  

     As we all know, the last six months have been unprecedented to say the least. Information has been com-
ing at us from all different directions, different perspectives and many times contradicting one another. We’ve 
had to be cautious not to overreact and remain calm when everything around us was not. In our churches, the 
frontline was led by our pastors who have truly been fighting a good fight on so many levels. They’ve had to 
react quickly and change midstream. They’ve tackled technology issues many have never faced before. 
They’ve had to learn how to pastor from a distance. They’ve felt pressure for the choices they made or 
didn’t make and they are still working 24/7 to try and meet your needs. Their goal has always been to stay 
connected, keep you informed, and find new ways to minister to a myriad of unique needs during these trying 
times all the while preaching the Good News. Many have sacrificed their own personal care and that of their 
families and yet, their tireless commitment to you is evident throughout this Annual Conference. As you know, 
October is Clergy Appreciation Month. I encourage all laity, not just those in leadership roles, to find new 
ways to encourage and thank your pastor/family. May God’s richest blessings be yours, 

Bishop Peggy Johnson 

October is Clergy Appreciation Month! 

Shelle Worm shows her appreciation 

for Pastor Linda by presenting her 

with a gift basket during the Septem-

ber 27 service. 
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Rev. George W. Richmire (1874-1958) 

George Willis Richmire came of good American 

stock; his father was a Canadian and his mother a citizen 

of the United States.  

He was born in Cardinal, Ontario, Canada on June 19, 

1874 and lived far beyond the allotted three score years 

and ten. His was a long and useful life and he entered into 

his reward on Feb. 12, 1958. He was buried in Woodlawn 

Cemetery, Santa Monica, Calif. Rev. Leo C. Kline offici-

ated at his service.  

At 13 years of age George made his decision for 

Christ in a little Presbyterian church in Canada. This was 

the beginning of the ruling purpose and desire of his life. 

He felt the call of God to the Christian ministry and en-

rolled in Lima Seminary to begin his preparation. Later 

he did post-graduate work in Drew Seminary. He was 

appointed to Hemlock in the Genesee Conference in 1906 

and was received on trial the same year.  

For two years during World War I he did work in the 

camps under the YMCA. In 1920 he transferred to the 

Wilmington Conference and in 1921 came to the South-

ern California Conference and was appointed to Bisbee, 

Ariz. He was received into this Conference in 1922, 

served several of our churches until his retirement in 

1945. 

His home and family life were all that a man in the 

ministry could desire. In January 1896 he was united in 

marriage to Mercy Elizabeth Coons, who passed away on 

Dec. 28, 1917. To them were born four children; Mabel 

May who died on March 25, 1916; Pauline, Laura and 

George who survive their father.  

On Feb. 2, 1919, George married Clara A. Hardy, 

who lived and loved and served with him in his work of 

the ministry until Feb. 19, 1941, when she also passed 

away.  

In May of 1946 he was united in marriage to Ann 

Elizabeth Gemerich, who for twenty years had been the 

efficient and beloved superintendent of nurses in the San-

ta Monica Hospital. Ann has given to George during 

these latter years, comfort, care and companionship. She 

survives him and lives in the blessed memory of twelve 

wonderful years together.  

Brother Richmire was a man of strong convictions, 

great devotion to the church and a deep evangelistic spir-

it. Everywhere he went he endeavored to win men for 

Christ. He was loved by his parishioners and many of 

them traveled long distances to be present at his funeral 

service.  

As an evidence of his concern for the church and its 

wider interests, he was instrumental while at Arroyo 

Grande, in saving to Methodism the lovely Arroyo 

Grande Camp ground where hundreds of our young peo-

ple have assembled from year to year in study, recreation 

and dedication.  

Rev. George W. Richmire served Bethesda in 1920-1921. Having been “located” in the Genesee (New York) Conference in 1913, he returned 
to the itineracy in 1920 when he entered the Wilmington Conference. It is not known why he moved to the peninsula, or why he stayed for 
such a brief time. The following obituary is reprinted from the 1958 Journal of the Southern California-Arizona Conference, which was kindly 
provided, along with the accompanying photograph, by Linda Larsen, archivist of the California-Pacific Conference. 
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 Office Hours:  

Nikki Oakes: Monday 9-10, Tuesday/Thursday 9-2:30.  

Pastor Linda: Wednesday 1-4, Thursday 9-4 (subject to change)  

You can leave a message on the answering machine if we are not 

in the office. We will get back to you as soon as possible. Or can 

email the church office (bethesdachurchoffice@gmail.com) or 

Pastor Linda (pastorlinda406@comcast.net) or Pastor Jim 

(jhmichael47@yahoo.com). 


