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BEHOLD, the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world   John 1:29 

For nothing will be IMPOSSIBLE with GOD  Luke 1:37 
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WORDS FROM PASTOR LINDA 

An Attitude of Gratitude 
 
I never stop thanking God for you. Ephesians 1:16 
 
I love this time of year (except for the shorter days). The temperatures are becoming more pleasant. The leaves 
are turning. And we are all thinking about the upcoming holidays! Never in my wildest dreams could I have im-
agined that we would experience a pandemic like the one we are in. Yet here we are, eight months into the 
Covid pandemic, thinking about Thanksgiving and the Advent season, wondering how it will all be affected. 
 
For many of us, the family gatherings that we look forward to may not be happening. We’ve recently canceled 
plans for our annual trip to Orange Beach, Alabama, where we spend Thanksgiving with family. We all agreed 
it was just too risky this year. 
 
In this year where everything has been turned upside down, and we are more isolated from each other and our 
families, it might seem difficult to feel thankful. But even in the disruption, there is much to be grateful for. For 
me personally, I am thankful that no one in my family has been sick with Covid. I am thankful for my husband 
Barry, for his love and support, and especially his sense of humor! I am thankful for the time of Bible reading 
and devotions we share each morning. I am thankful for my family. I am thankful to enjoy good health. I am 
thankful for a safe place to live and food on the table every day. I am thankful to be able to get outside most 
every day for a run or walk, during which I can enjoy the beauty of the creation. I am thankful for the resolution 
of an injury I suffered earlier this year that made running difficult and painful. I am thankful for my cat, Tiger 
Lily, who loves to jump in my lap every morning while I drink my first cup of tea! Simple pleasures, perhaps, 
but an attitude of gratitude develops as we notice and give thanks for the simple blessings of life. 
 
And I am thankful for YOU, all of you who make Bethesda such a fun place to work and worship, serve and 
study. It has been a challenging year, but we are getting through it together! It is my great honor and joy to 
serve as Bethesda’s pastor. 
 
I’ll leave you with two prayers of thanksgiving. 
 
“For food in a world where many walk in hunger; for faith in a world where many walk in fear; for friends in a 
world where many walk alone; we give you thanks, O Lord. Amen.” Anonymous 
 
“For flowers that bloom about our feet, Father, we thank Thee. 
For tender grass so fresh, so sweet, Father, we thank Thee. 
For the song of bird and hum of bee, For all things fair we hear or see, 
Father in heaven, we thank Thee. 
 
For blue of stream and blue of sky, Father, we thank Thee. 
For pleasant shade of branches high, Father, we thank Thee. 
For fragrant air and cooling breeze, For beauty of the blooming trees, 
Father in heaven, we thank Thee. 
For this new morning with its light, Father, we thank Thee. 
For rest and shelter of the night, Father, we thank Thee 
For health and food, for love and friends, For everything Thy goodness sends, 
Father in heaven, we thank Thee.” — Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
Blessings, Pastor Linda 
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2020 United Methodist Student Sunday November 29th 
  

The last of the UM Special Sundays of the year, Student Sunday provides scholarships for  

students at the undergraduate and graduate level. As we all know, the cost of college is often 

out of reach for promising students. Please consider a financial gift on this Special Sunday. It 

truly helps United Methodist students reach their educational goals. I know. I am one of the 

students who received scholarships from this fund while I was in seminary! Pastor Linda 

  

Greetings from the Finance Committee.  

  

We want to thank you all for your continued support of Bethesda United Methodist 

Church, and we praise God for providing during these difficult times.  

  

The church is currently running at a deficit of approximately $9000 for 2020, but with a 

few months left to go we are hoping to turn that around.  We hope that you will find it in 

your heart to continue your giving so we can remedy this. There are many ways to 

give: in person, by mail, by text or online. Online giving is simple and quick to setup 

and enables you to automate and customize your giving.   

If you have any questions, we would be happy to answer them and assist you in the 

setup process.  

  

Blessings to All, 

Your Finance Committee 
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Giving Cheerfully Truly is an Act of Worship. 

 

 When we give generously, we acknowledge who God is. 
 When we give generously, we are proclaiming that we trust God to provide for our needs. 
 When we give generously, we help to bring the good news of gospel hope to those who need it. 
 When we give generously, we ensure our church stays strong and healthy now and into the future. 

 

During this time of disruption of our routine, the ministry and mission of the church continue. Your financial 
support ensures that we are able to carry on the ministry God has for us. 
 

There are five ways you can give: 
 

1. Bring your offering with you on Sunday. 
2. Mail a check to the church office. 
3. Go to our website and click on the red “Give On-line” button. 
4. Download the “Easy Tithe” app. You can make a one-time donation, or you can set up recurring giving. 
We encourage you to consider setting up recurring giving, and then you don’t have to think about it. It is 
very easy to set up, and will take you less than 5 minutes. Call the church office if you need assistance with 
it.  
5. NEW! Text to Give. Text the word GIVE to 410-498-6010. The first time you use it, you will be prompt-
ed to link to the account you want to give from. After that, it’s one-click giving. Recurring giving can also 
be set up with Text to Give. Call the office if you would like help or have any questions. 

 

Thank you for supporting the ministry and mission of Bethesda 

Did You Know You can Make a Tax-Free Donation to Your Church From Your IRA? 
  

A Qualified Charitable Distribution is a distribution made from your IRA, and made payable to a qualifying 
charity like your church, up to $100,000. Monies paid directly to the account holder who then donates to the 
charity will not qualify. When you have the check made payable to the charity instead of to the IRA account 
holder, the distribution is 100% tax-free for those people age 70 ½. Additionally, any qualified charitable do-
nations made from your IRA to a charity count towards your Required Minimum Distribution. This means if 
your RMD is $1,000, you can donate the full $1,000 to your church and satisfy your required minimum distri-
bution at the same time.   

Here is a quick example: A single person age 70 ½  who is in the 22% Federal tax bracket (single filers with tax-
able income between $40,126 and $85,525 for tax year 2020) can save approximately $220 in Federal income 
taxes on every $1,000 donation by simply using the qualified charitable distribution process (ask your finan-
cial advisor, brokerage firm or bank for specific instructions). The charity receives the entire $1,000 instead of 
receiving an after tax donation of $780. This means your charity benefits from your generosity, you save mon-
ey in taxes, and more money stays in your IRA with the opportunity to grow for a later date. It’s a Win-Win! 

At a time when many non-profits are experiencing fiscal challenges due to the pandemic, this is a wonderful 
opportunity for you to help by making a tax-free donation. As always, check with your tax professional to see 
if making a qualified charitable distribution is right for you.   

 Source: https://www.irs.gov/publications/p590b#en_US_2019_publink100041439 

 
Submitted by Timothy A. Gonzales, CFP®, AAMS®, Manager/CCO, PKS Investment Advisors,  
410-546-5600, www.pksadvisors.com  
           

https://www.irs.gov/publications/p590b#en_US_2019_publink100041439
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.pksadvisors.com%2f&c=E,1,iXX1tpcZ7VVStWqxApW4nc6f9AV9eJhl0EESDxFipCw5W_CgB55a9EOOR6qQxU9l-XaBUHSUJkbD0A86OZ7l-YvtLfKzMZEblTFnJkdPQWYH_wILiRp4y3k,&typo=1
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In Memoriam: Terry Stallings 

 

Terry Grant Stallings passed away on Tuesday, October 20, 

2020 at his residence in Cambridge, MD. He was 62. 

 

Terry was born in Milford, Delaware on September 17, 1958. 

He was the son of the late James Otis Stallings and Nina Mae 

Bruner Stallings. 

 

Terry graduated from Easton High School, class of 1977. He 

worked in retail at Walmart in Cambridge and previously 

worked for Avon Decorating in Easton. 

 

He always wanted to be a writer and wrote numerous short 

stories; one was published online. Terry always wanted to 

move California to live, but never got the chance. 

 

Terry is survived his brothers: Jerry D. Stallings of Cambridge, 

MD, James Douglas Stallings of North Carolina, Thomas O. 

Stallings (Margaret) of Mississippi; his sisters, Emma Agnes 

Kelly (George) of Alabama, and Flora June Elzey of West Virgin-

ia; as well as numerous nieces and nephews. In addition to his 

parents, he was preceded in death by his brother, Martin 

Franklin Stallings. 

 

A memorial service will be held at a later date.  
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Congratulations! 
 
Congratulations to Jenn and Jeremy Elmore on the birth of their beautiful baby boy, Porter  
William Elmore! He was born September 30 at 7:18pm, 8lbs, 2 oz, 21” long!  All are happy and 
healthy! 
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World Communion Sunday and Holy Baptism  

The Holy Spirit's presence was felt at Bethesda's outdoor worship service on the first Sunday of October at 

the Choptank Marina, when both World Communion Sunday and the Holy Baptism of Olivia June Simmons 

(TK and Brad Simmons) were celebrated. The beautiful weather and setting, uplifting music, and sharing in 

the sacraments contributed to a truly "sacred moment" for those in attendance. 
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Spreading Joy Continues 

On the first Sunday of November (All Saints Sunday), each person in attendance at both worship services at 

Bethesda was given a small loaf of dessert bread, along with a few small treats and a copy of "Just Take a 

Look," a poem about autumn. Some home deliveries were also made. Hm-m-m, I wonder what Bethesda's 

joy team will plan next. 
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Helping Others Have a Happy Thanksgiving 

Thanksgiving bags were delivered to Preston Elementary for 10 families. Another club donated the        
turkeys, and we were only asked for 10 bags of food. We are not sure what we will be asked to do for 
Christmas, but it will be posted in the Sunday bulletin.  

 

 

BLESSED ARE THE GIVERS & THE RECIEVERS 
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Make a Home Advent Wreath 
 
For many of us, the season of Advent will be quite different this year. Many of the things we look forward 
to won’t be happening. But this is also an opportunity to do something new, maybe even start a new family 
tradition. Since an Advent wreath is central to our worship experience during this time, why not make one 
for your home? Use your imagination to create something special for this special time of year. All you 
need are the candles (traditionally 3 purple and 1 pink, but you can use other colors). They can be any size 
and shape, tapers 
or pillars, large 
or small.  
 
Once you have 
the candles, use 
your imagination 
to create your 
own “wreath.” 
Then light one 
candle each  
Sunday of  
Advent (we will 
talk more about 
this in worship 
each Sunday). 
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Looking Ahead to Advent: I Believe, Even When… 
 
A voice of one calling: “In the desert prepare the way for the Lord….You who bring good tidings…, lift up your 
voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!” Isaiah 40:3a, 9b 
 
Who could have anticipated a year ago that we would be embroiled in a pandemic of epic proportions during 
this season of Advent? For many of us, the year has been a strain, mentally, emotionally, physically and spiritu-
ally. As we turn our attention to the celebration of Christmas, we might feel less than joyful. This Advent, per-
haps more than most, we are looking to hear some words of comfort and good news. More than 2000 years ago, 
when the prophet Isaiah and the four gospel writers were writing, people were also looking to hear some good 
news. This season of Advent, we will turn to their words of anticipation, encouragement, hope and joy. Each of 
the gospels tells the story of Jesus’ coming in a slightly different way. We are most familiar with the story as 
told by Matthew and Luke, but Mark and John have something to say to us during Advent as well. 
 
Our Advent series, “I Believe, Even When” is based on these writings, and inspired by the words of an anony-
mous Jewish poet, who scrawled these words on a wall during the Holocaust, “I believe in the sun, even when 
it’s not shining. I believe in love, even when I don’t feel it. I believe in God, even when God is silent.” 
 
It was into the silence that Jesus was born all those years ago. The people had been waiting and praying for a 
savior, for relief of their suffering. They had been waiting and praying for some comfort and good news. When 
it seemed that God had been silent for a very long time, God spoke in convincing and compassionate fashion, 
by sending Jesus to be born, to break the silence once and for all. 
 
We all experience times in our lives when God seems to be silent. Perhaps this entire year has seemed to be that 
time. The season of Advent reminds us that even when God seems to be silent, God is present with us through 
Jesus. May we proclaim, with generations of believers who have gone before us in difficult circumstances, “I 
believe, even when…,” even when things aren’t going my way, even when I am separated from my family, 
even when I don’t understand why all this happening, even when... 
 
Be sure to join us on Sundays during Advent as we proclaim, “I believe, even when…” 
 
Blessings, Pastor Linda 
 
 



14 

Protocol for Sunday Worship Services 

In accordance with directives from Governor Hogan, the CDC, and the Peninsula-Delaware Conference, we 

request your compliance with the following: 

 Enter the church through the parking lot door or the front glass doors. 

 A mask covering your nose and mouth is required at all times while you are in the building. 

 Your temperature will be checked. 

 Please use the provided hand sanitizer. 

 Please maintain social distance of 6 feet from those who are not members of your household. 

 

PLEASE STAY HOME IF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING APPLY TO YOU: 

 You are not feeling well 

 You have a temperature above 99.9. 

 You have had contact with someone who has Covid19. 

 
Worship on Sundays 

 

Join us on Sundays for worship. Choose from three options: 
9:00 Contemporary worship in the Fellowship Hall 
9:05 Contemporary worship on Facebook Live 

10:15 Traditional worship in the Sanctuary 

 

Ladies Christmas Party Cancelled  

Sorry, but The Ladies of the Church will 
not be having their annual Christmas 
party this year due to the COVID 19. 
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Bethesda’s Creed Bible Study 
 

“We would just say the Apostles’ Creed as children in my Christian school but did not understand what we 
were saying. This study has helped me understand what it really means.” 
 
“This study has caused me to think more in depth about my beliefs and have a better understanding. It has 
opened my eyes.” 
 
“We focused on what each line of the Apostles’ Creed actually means. My favorite part was the chapter on 
the Holy Spirit, which helped me to better understand it.” 
 
“Discussing my beliefs with others in a small group has helped me grow in my Christian journey.” 
 
The comments above were made by some members of the recent six-week study of the Apostles’ Creed, using 
Creed: What Christians Believe and Why by Adam Hamilton as the text. The foundational beliefs expressed in 
the Apostles’ Creed were discussed, focusing on what Christians believe, why they believe it, and why it 
matters. 
 
Two groups met on Wednesdays using Zoom, one in the morning and one in the evening. Bible study sessions 
will resume in 2021. 



s 

 Office Hours: Nikki is generally in the office on Wednesdays and 

Thursdays from 9:00am to 3:00pm. Pastor Linda is also in the 

office those days, although her hours may vary. You can leave a 

message on the answering machine if we are not in the office. 

We will get back to you as soon as possible. Or can email the 

church office (bethesdachurchoffice@gmail.com) or Pastor Linda 

(pastorlinda406@comcast.net) or Pastor Jim 

(jhmichael47@yahoo.com). 


