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Now learn this lesson from the
fig tree: As soon as its twigs
get tender and its leaves come
out, you know that summer is near.
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Pentecost is May 23!

Pentecost is the day we celebrate the
coming of the Holy Spirit and the
birth of the church! We will celebrate
in both services. Be sure to wear
something red, the traditional color
for the day!

Join Bethesda!

Would you like to become a member
of Bethesda? We will be taking in
new members on May 23 in both
services. If you would like to join our
flock, please contact Pastor Linda by
May 12.

From the Pastor
Time Flies!

Have you ever thought or said that? It seems this year 2021 just started and here we are in the
fifth month already. For me, it is going by even faster than usual as I am down to the last two
monthsofmy timewithyouatBethesda.Asmoreofyou return for liveworship, andwebegin
conversations about resuming some of our events, it feels like Covid is almost behind us.
Although it sapped our strength as a church, it did not defeat us!Although it slowed us down,
it did not stop us. I feel the momentum building again as you return for worship, we gather
for live meetings, and we discuss resuming Sunday School, Youth Group, and more!

Even though itwas adifficult year, itwas ayear that flewby.As I count downmyfinalmonths
with you, I realize five years has flown by, too! I praise the Lord for our time together. It has
been a joy and a blessing!

Even so, one of my favorite days of the Christian calendar comes up this month: Pentecost!
I look forward to celebrating it with you. On Pentecost, we celebrate the coming of the Holy
Spirit to all believers, and how that gave birth to the church, and really changed the world
forever. Plan to be with us on May 23 as we celebrate the Holy Spirit. Be sure to wear
something red! Our first outdoor “Worship at the Water” contemporary service will take
place that day at Choptank, too. (The traditional service will still be at 10:15 at the church).

If you haven’t been to Bethesda in a while, now is a great time to get back in the swing of
things. I hope to see you on Sundays!

Blessings, Pastor Linda
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News

Bethesda Awarded a Grant for Technology Improvements
We are thrilled to report that Bethesda has been awarded a grant from the Congregational
Development Corporation (CDC) of the Peninsula Delaware Conference. The grant will be
used to fund upgrades to our sound and video systems in both the Sanctuary and the
Fellowship Hall. Praise the Lord! Special thanks are due to Susan McCandless for leading
us through the application process.

Plans afoot for a new Youth Ministry!
After a year-long interruption due to Covid, we aremaking preparations to resume our youth
ministry!Allmiddle and high school students are invited to come out toBethesda for an hour
of fellowship, fun, food, games, and some time learning about Jesus.Our curriculum is called
“ChooseWisely." It is an interactive and engaging four-week series that introduces students
to Bible passages that will help them make good decisions, and to understand why that
matters. Watch this space for more updates, and see the next page for ways you can help us
prepare for this new phase of ministry.

Traditional Service will still take place at the church at 10:15am
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Christian
Education

How You
Can Help

Contact Info
Name:

_____________________________________

Email and Phone:

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

VBS
We are going to trim down the VBS curriculum
this year to meet the current requirements.
Please indicate your preference.

___ All in one day in late June

___ Two evenings (6:00 PM - 8:00 PM) in
early July

___ Two evenings (6:00 PM - 8:00 PM) in mid-
July

___ One full day in mid-July (a Friday?)

Other thoughts or concerns about VBS?

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Sunday School
Are you interested in teaching Sunday School
Typically, wemeet from 9:00 until about 10:00 each
Sunday.We are in the process of decidingwhenwe
will begin it again.

__ Yes __ Maybe __ No

Thank you! We appreciate your support for the
Youth Programs here at Bethesda! Please contact
Susan McCandless with any suggestions or ideas
you have!

Safe Sanctuary Training
In order toworkwith youth and children, you need to
have current Safe Sanctuary training. The training
should last around one hour, depending on
questions/discussion.Wewant to keep our children
safe as well as all our volunteers and BUMC follows
all recommendations for Safe Sanctuaries,
including having two adults with children at one
time. Thank you for your interest.

__ Yes, please schedule me for Safe Sanctuary
Training

Check out the
bulletin board
inside the
center doors
for ways you
can donate to
help cover
Youth Group
needs!

detach and put in offering
plate or mail to church

https://app.easytithe.com/app/giving/Beth9999392
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Giving Cheerfully Truly is an
Act of Worship

•Whenwegivegenerously,weacknowledge
who God is.
•Whenwegive generously, we are proclaim-
ing thatwe trustGod to provide for our needs.
• When we give generously, we help to bring
the good news of gospel hope to those who
need it.
• When we give generously, we ensure our
church stays strong andhealthy nowand into
the future.

During this time of disruption of our routine,
theministry andmission of the church contin-
ue. Your financial support ensures that we
are able to carry on the ministry God has for
us. There are five ways you can give:
• Bring your offering with you on Sunday.
• Mail a check to the church office.
• Go to our website and click on the red “Give
On-line” button (see inset).
• Download the “Easy Tithe” app. You can
make a one- time donation, or you can set up
recurring giving. We encourage you to con-
sider settingup recurringgiving, and thenyou
don’t have to think about it. It is very easy to
set up, and will take you less than 5 minutes.
Call the church office if you need assistance
with it.
• NEW! Text to Give. Text the word GIVE to
410-498- 6010. The first time you use it, you
will be prompted to link to the account you
want to give from. After that, it’s one-click giv-
ing. Recurring giving can also be set up with
Text to Give. Call the office if you would like
help or have any questions.

As Bethesda undertakes a series of projects
to develop a new Youth Ministry and to
improve and beautify the church building, we
hope you will consider donating a little extra to
help cover expenses. Contributions may
always be made via the plate on Sunday
morning, but you can also donate online. Go to
thechurchwebsite (prestonbethesdaumc.org)
and click on the big red
button. If you are reading this
newsletter online as a pdf,
you can also click the big red
button right here!
The button will take you to a

secure site where you can
choose one of five accounts to which you can
direct your donation: General Giving,
Cemetery Care, Elevator Fund, Tower
Renovation, and Youth. Select the correct
account, enter an amount, and click "Submit."
On the next page, you can enter your payment
information and confirm your gift. Giving online
is safe, convenient, andespecially useful if you
can't make it to church. Like all donations to
Bethesda, it is also tax deductible. Over the
next several months, wewill let you knowwhat
our specific monetary needs are for
completing each project.
Your generous donations ensure the

continued operations of Bethesda, and we
cannot thank you enough for your faithfulness
and support, especially during the last year.

Eric Cheezum

MONEY
MATTER$

Our current editor, Crystal Yockey, is stepping down due to other commitments, and I hope you
will join me in thanking her for helming the newsletter for the last year-and-a-piece. I am most
grateful to her for givingme a break, aswell, and nextmonth I will be taking the editor’s seat once
again. See you then!

Eric Cheezum

https://app.easytithe.com/app/giving/Beth9999392
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Daniel Lambdin (1794-1865)
Rev. Daniel Lambdin, the

only son of Daniel and
Margaret Lambdin, was born
in Kent County, Delaware,
August 5th, 1794, and died
April 4th, 1865, aged 70 years
7 months and 29 days. His
parents were Methodists, and

were contemporary with
the founders of
Methodism in Delaware,
under the influence of
whose teaching and
example he grew up a

moral and industrious young man, and received such
anEnglish education as the schools in theCountywere
able, at that time, to furnish. His disposition was kind
and genial, his temper amiable; but in the Autumn of
1819, he realized that he must he born again; and at a
religious meeting held at a private house in the
neighborhood, after earnestly seeking all night, he was
converted about the dawnof themorning.He joined the
Methodist Episcopal Church, at his father's house, and
such was his pious life and promise of usefulness that
he soon occupied the relation of class leader, exhorter
and Local preacher. He was received on trial in the
Philadelphia Conference, in the Spring of 1823, and
acceptably filled the following appointments
consecutively: Queen Ann's [sic], Caroline,
Cambridge, Dorchester, Dover, Milford, Snow Hill,
Lewistown, Salisbury, Dorchester and Cambridge, a
second time Princess Ann [sic], Presiding Elder of
Easton District, Presiding Elder of Wilmington District,
each four years, Talbot, Greensborough, Church Hill,
Frederica and Smyrna Circuits. In 1855 he became
supernumerary on Camden Circuit, and continued
thus,withbut little abatement of labor, till 1865,whenhe
was again made effective, and appointed to Willow
Grove Circuit, where he spent one Sabbath, his last
Sabbath on earth, April 2d, 1865, having been 32 years
in the effective and 10 years in a supernumerary
relation, making a ministry of 42 years in the
Philadelphia Conference.

Brother Lambdin's preaching was plain, sound and

fervent: the Bible and the standard authors of
Methodism were the sources whence he gathered
material for his sermon, and while preaching the word,
he sometimes received abundant baptisms of the Holy
Spirit, and the audience would strongly realize the
presence of the glory of God. The death of our dear
brother wasmysterious and very sudden. He appeared
to be in his usual health and cheerfulness, and about 3
P.M. on the 4th of April, 1865, while in the act of
obtaining a glass of water, he fell senseless and
speechless; a motion of the hand to the region of the
heart, seemed to indicate the locality of his distress: the
bestmedical attendancewas immediately secured, but
all efforts to revive him failed, and he died in two hours
from the timeof the attack. Appropriate funeral services
were held in the Methodist Episcopal Church in
Camden, conducted by Rev. I.T. Cooper, D.D., J.W.
Hammersley, and the Presiding Elder of Easton
District, T. J.Thompson,afterwhichhewasborne to the
Methodist Episcopal Cemetery in Camden, and laid
beside the companion of his youth, loved and revered
by his family, and honored by the community among
whomhehad lived. "Blessedare thedeadwhodie in the
Lord."

Rev. Daniel Lambdin (1794-1865) served
Bethesda while riding as the junior pastor on
the Caroline Circuit in 1824. His obituary is
reprinted below from the 1866 Philadelphia
Conference minutes.

Top left: photograph of Rev. Lambdin courtesy of Rev.
Joseph DiPaolo. Above: graves of the Lambdins,
located in Whatcoat UMC cemetery, Camden,
Delaware, from https://www.findagrave.com/
memorial/12341336/daniel-lambdin.
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Robert Arnett Fluharty of Preston, Maryland passed away on
Wednesday, April 7, 2021 at his home in Preston, Maryland
surrounded by his family. He was 82 years of age. He was born on
January 3, 1939 in Easton, Maryland to the son of the late Elmer H.
Fluharty and Edna Elizabeth Arnett Fluharty.
Growing up in Preston, he graduated from Preston High School
with the class of 1957. He later enlisted in the United States Coast
Guard. He was passionate about his service and enjoyed his tenure
serving his country. Following his honorable discharge in 1959 he
continued to serve in the Coast Guard Reserve while working in his
father's Barber Shop. He married his soulmate, Diane Travers
Fluharty, and theymade their home in Preston. Following theBarber
Shop, he worked as a salesman for EsskayMeat Company as well as
Sunshine Laundry. Beyond that, he ultimately retired from Holt
Paper and Chemical Company.

Robert served his community as the longest living member of the Preston Vol. Fire Company, where he has
served in various capacities over the years. He alsowas one of thememberswho initiated the breakfast fundraisers
to support the cause of the department. He proudly served in the Red Knights Motorcycle Club, a member of the
Nanticoke A.F. & A.M. Nanticoke Lodge in Federalsburg, member of the Federalsburg V.F.W. post #5246,
Member of the Hurlock American Legion Post #243, and
the Eastern Shore Shrine Club. Robert loved spending time
with his family more than anything else.
He is survived by his wife, Diane Travers Fluharty of
Preston, one daughter, Kim Wheatley of Stevensville,
Maryland, one son, Jeffrey Fluharty and his wife Holly of
Ocean Pines,Maryland, one niece, TeresaBronson and one
granddaughter: Taylor Wheatley. Robert also had two
beautiful great-grandchildrenRiverWheatley andBrandon
Jr. In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by
one brother: John Fluharty Sr., his nephew: John Fluharty
Jr. and his grandson: Brandon Wheatley.
A memorial service was held on Wednesday, April 14,
2021 at the Framptom Funeral Home, Federalsburg, MD
with entombment taking place privately at the Eastern
Shore Veterans Cemetery. Donations can be made to the
Preston Volunteer Fire Department, 3680 Choptank Rd.,
Preston, MD 21655.

In Memoriam

At right: Robert Fluharty escorts Miss
Preston, Donna Andrew (née Lomax), ca.
1965 (image courtesy of Kari Farnell).



BETHESDA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
P.O. Box 147 • Preston, Maryland 21655

OFFICE HOURS
Main Office

(From May 1 until the week of June 13)
Monday, 9:00 to 10:00 a.m.

Tuesday & Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Pastor Linda
(Through June 30)

Wednesday, 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

The Blessing Box is
always in need of items.
For information about

donating, call the
church office:
410-673-7538

or newsletter@prestonbethesdaumc.org


