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Unless
a kernel
of wheat
falls to the
ground and
dies, it remains
only a single seed.
But if it dies, it
produces many seeds.
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coming events
June
5
10

11

23
30

July
3
11-14

August
13

Pentecost Sunday
Paint Night

Fellowship Hall, 6:30 p.m.
Cothing Giveaway, Part 2

Church Parking Lot, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Bell Practice, 6:30 p.m.
Bell Practice, 6:30 p.m.

Bell Performance, 11:00 a.m. Service
Vacation Bible School, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

20th Annual Peach Festival
Preston Fire Hall, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Main Office

Pastor Paul

Beginning June 13
Mon. through Thurs., 12:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Phone: 410-673-7538
Email: office@prestonbethesdaumc.org

Home Visitations: Mon., 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Office Hours: Mon., 2:00 to 7:00 p.m.;

Tues. through Thurs., 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Phone: 410-673-7538

Contemporary Service

Sunday School/Nursery

Traditional Service

Choptank Marina
9:00 a.m.

On Summer Break

Church Sanctuary
11:00 a.m.

OFFICE & CONTACT INFO

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

In the last fewmonths, the US has expe-
rienced several weather-related dis-
asters. Want to give to support relief
efforts in these areas? Give directly to
UMCOR, the United Methodist Com-

mittee on Relief. Click this link to go to a
site where you can donate directly. 100% of UMCOR
contributions go directly to UMCOR's work.

UMCOR is currently providing direct
assistance on the ground in Ukraine
and to Ukrainian refugees fleeing the
country. Donations may be made on-

line to support this relief work by clicking this link, or via
a checkwritten out to "UMCOR"andplaced in theoffer-
ingplate at church. If youdonateby check, pleasewrite
"UkraineRelief" in thememo. As noted above, 100% of
your donations to UMCOR go towards relief.

HOW TO SUPPORT UMCOR

HELPWANTED: Your editor still seeks a correspon-
dent who regularly attends the 9:00 a.m. service and
can take pictures and write occasional, short articles
about newsworthy events there. If you can help,
please get in touch!

We are here to pray for you! If you would
like to put a prayer request in the bulletin,
contact Pastor Paul or the church office by
the first of each week.

https://umcmission.org/advance-project/901670/
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450
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Retired State Trooper Clinton
Weems (pictured at left with his wife)
was scheduled to deliver the sermon
on May 15, but had to cancel due to
Covid. Hewill instead join us Sunday,
June 12. Be sure to come out and
hear his inspiring message about
overcoming life's trials.

TROOPER WEEMS TAKE TWO

Zoey Hacker's final day in
the office will be June 8. We
wish her luck with her future
plans. On Monday, June 13
we welcome Josephine Ben-
ner to the post.Ms.Benner (at
left) comes to us from G & G
Distributing, in Centreville,
where she has served as an

administrative assistant and finance clerk for the last
seventeen years. She says Bethesda will be a new
challenge, as she will be learning new skills will get to
be creative. She looks forward to working with Pastor
Paul and the congregation. Welcome aboard!

A NEW FACE IN THE OFFICE

LOCAL LIVE CONCERTS
•Beginning thismonth you can enjoy live bluegrassmu-
sicpresentedby theEasternShoreBluegrassAssoci-
ation at the American Legion Post #29, 9238 Legion
Road in Denton. They will start at 1:00 p.m. on every
second Sunday of the month, starting June 12.
Cost is $15 per person.

•A free gospel concert will be held at 2:00 p.m., Sun-
day, June 26. at the Towers Family Historical Muse-
um, at 26299 Sennett Road in Denton. The concert
features local gospel singer Lawrence Tyler, Jr., the
Gethsemane UMC Praise Band, Abrams Memorial
Church Choir, and the Sonshine Band of Ames UMC.
Refreshments will be available. All you need is a lawn
chair. Singles 50+ are invited to the home of Nancy
Seaman after the 11:00 a.m. service at Bethesda on
the26th for a light luncheon.Afterwards, thegroupwill
carpool to Denton for the concert.

ON A ROLL WITH GOD!
Join us for a Food Truck Party at this year's Vacation

Bible School! We are preparing the kitchen to serve
plenty of soul food as we explore how the Bible com-
bines spiritual sustenance with physical nourishment.
Bring your kids out to receive their daily bread every
night, July 11 through 14, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. If you
can help out, contact Kari Farnell.PAINT NIGHT, JUNE 10

Come paint your own
version of this beautiful
seascape, June 10 at
6:30 p.m. Tickets are
$25 and cover all mate-
rials and snacks for the
evening. Proceeds sup-
port both Bethesda and
Alzheimer's research.

Bethesda Handbell Choir Dates
June
23 rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.
30 rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.

July
3 performance, 11:00 a.m.

The 20th Annual Peach Festival is
right around the corner! It will take
place on Saturday, August 13, from
9:00a.m. to 2:00p.m.Asalways,we
need volunteers. We also need lots

of peach-themed baked goods. If you can contribute
some, it would be greatly appreciated. Let Donna Lane
know how you can help: 410-673-2161.

PEACH FESTIVAL COMING SOON

Bethesda will host another clothing giveaway, on
Saturday, June 11, between 9:00 a.m. and noon.
Donations and helpers would be much appreciated!

news & notices
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around bethesda
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS Scenes from the Clothing

Giveaway on May 21

Two recent presentations at Bethesda. Top: Eddie
Dean, head of the Lower ShoreCemetery Preservation
Organization, discussescemetery revitalizationonMay
22. Bottom: Pastor Paul presents CRHS senior Jaden
Rowanwith this year'sBookAward from thechurch, on
May 29.
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Ourchurchwas recentlygivenanickname: "The Bus-
iest Small Church in the Town." If you haven’t been
around in awhile, you have certainlymissed a lot. It has
been an active winter and spring and as we move into
the warmer summer months, this will not change at all.
Bethesdahas continued tobebusyandactive in events
for the church family and the community.
Our planned event, Ladies Tea and Hat Show, was

postponed until sometime in the Fall, but that did not
stop us from reaching out and having fun in other ways.
On May 6, Pastor Paul delivered a basket of snacks,
scripture cards, and laptop stickers to the staff at Pre-
ston Elementary School, for Teacher Appreciation
Week. The church also awarded its annual $250.00
book scholarship to a Colonel Richardson High School
senior, Jaden Rowan.
Recently a local family lost everything when their

homeburneddown.Our church family rose to the occa-
sion: besides donating some clothing to the family, we
were able to provide a $400 gift card toWalmart, along
with additional monetary donations of $700.00.
Wewereable todonate theclothingbecausewewere

already gathering items for a Clothing Giveaway we
heldonMay21.Membersof thecongregationandcom-
munity donated bags and boxes of clothing for this
event.Wewere able to take some of what was donated
to provide to the family that had the fire, and thenput the
rest out for giveaway. Many thanks to Danny Morris,
Aaron Chambers, and Pastor Paul for help setting up,
and to Donna Lane for helping me sort the clothes! It
was a very hot day (97 degrees), but people came out
and took a good portion of the clothes, although we still
have a huge surplus for another giveaway on June 11.
That event will take place from 9:00 a.m. to noon. We
are still collecting donations of clothing and offers of
help for that day.
Also this month: On June 10 at 6:30 p.m. we will host

another Paint Night Event. We will paint a beautiful
beach scene. As usual, the cost is $25.00 and covers
all supplies and snacks. The proceeds will be split be-
tween the church and the county teachers' sorority,
which usually sends the money to Alzheimer’s re-
search. Additionally in June,weare hoping to introduce
a new outreach program based on the popular “Pray

and Go” model. With this program,
Bethesda can ideally reach every-
one in Choptank and in-town Pre-
ston in a year’s time. Stay tuned for
more details.
Bethesda is also gearing up for a

couple regular Summertime pro-
grams for which more information

will be forthcoming. “Food Truck Party” VBS will take
place on July 11-14, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. each night.
We are in need of some helpers for this event.Whether
it is just one evening or more than one, we can use you
to help teach our students more about God. We think
this year's theme will be fun and a little different, too.
Finally, looking ahead we have the 20th anniversary

of the Peach Festival coming up on Saturday, August
13. Stay tuned formore information on that nextmonth.

with
Kari Farnell

Community
Corner

PENTECOST SUNDAY
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Rev. George Barton served Bethesda in 1838. He
hadanextensivecareer in theMethodistChurchon
the Peninsula, where he became known as "the
blind preacher." His obituary, by W.E. England, is
transcribed here from the 1894WilmingtonConfer-
ence Journal, in the first of two parts.
Rev. George Barton, was born in Irvine, Garvan,

Southern part of Scotland, Nov. 16, 1808. We cannot
find a written family record, but enough is known to
justify the conviction that he did not descend from an
ordinary family. The name is suggestive. From
Elizabeth Barton — holy maid of Kent — friend of
Queen Catharine of Arragon, and opponent of the
divorceschemeofHenryVIII, to Dr.BenjaminS.
Barton of Philadelphia, Professor of Materia
Medica in the University of Pennsylvania,
member of the American Philosophical
Society, and author of Elements of
Zoology and Botany, the name has
been little less than a synonym of
intellectual force.
ThomasandElizabethBarton,par-

entsof ourdepartedbrother, after his
birth returned to their nativity — the
North of Ireland — whence they
came to America, landing in Philadel-
phia in 1826. Ten years later they
moved to Jodaviess County, Ill. The fa-
ther died in 1853; the mother in 1871.
Theyweredevoted toMethodismandgave
to its ministry two sons; one to the M.E.
Church South. The thoroughness of their family
discipline is indicated by the fact, that when he had
reached his seventh birthday, George had read the
Bible through consecutively. He was always religiously
inclined, but did not receive the spirit of adoption until
about twenty-one years old. From that time his experi-
ence was clear and definite. Before consecrating him-
self to ministerial work he taught school in Rockdale,
Delaware County, Pennsylvania.
Heentered thePhiladelphiaConferenceonprobation

in 1835, in a class of twenty, among whom were
Stephen Townsend, John T. Hazzard, JosephCarlisle,
John D. Onins, George Lacey, Pennell Coomb, I.T.
Cooper, John A . Roach and JohnMcClintock. He filled
several prominent appointment on thePeninsula and in
Pennsylvania. After several years of usefulness in the
Itinerant ranks, failing eye sight compelled him to retire.

He became totally blind, and remained in that condition
more than forty years; or until his eyes opened upon the
"King in His beauty." The cause of the affliction, he
thought, was the study of Greek by candle-light.
Notwithstanding his lack of vision he was elected a
delegate to the General Conference of 1864.
He was married by the late David Daily, his P.E.,

December 4, 1838, to Miss Hester Ann Voss, of
Chestertown, Md., who died on the 8th of May 1840,
leaving one son. About two years later, May 12, 1842,
he married Miss Mary Elizabeth Stoops, daughter of a
prominent citizen of Queen Anne County, Md. Leaving
eight children, six of whom survive, she died July 30th,

1888, at Church Hill, Md. The remainder of his
earthly life was spent with his eldest son.

As a preacher Bro. Barton excelled. In
appearance, however, he was not
prepossessing. In statue small, blind,
and with a feeble voice, his mere
presence in the pulpit did not attract
attention; but when he became
enthused by the subject, his voice
assumed a volume exceeded only
by fresh and massive thought.
Losing sight of the speaker, the
audience saw only truth in the
scintillation of a master mind. His
sermons were generally topical, terse

and logical; usually based upon some
cardinal doctrine or ethical principal, which

was expounded, illustrated and closely
applied. The human side of their force was chaste

language, conciseness and perspicuity. They were
always climaxic. His manner was calm, but earnest: he
seemed conscious of bearing a divine message.
In denouncing error he was always fearless, often

abrupt and sometimes scathing; but never without
logical reason or scriptural authority. Three thingswere
an abomination to him; slavery, the liquor traffic and
tobacco.On thesehewasWesleyanandscriptural; and
incurred the displeasure of adverse opinion in church
andState.When the "NewChapter" was inserted in the
Discipline, he deplored it as a retrograde movement,
and on one occasion owing to some remarks made in
the pulpit, certain parties determined to punish if not to
mobhim, thiswasnearwhereGarretsonwasbeatenon
the highway, and in the county where he was
imprisoned, but were deterred by one who appreciated
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With the intention of informed de-
cision on the upcoming split of the
United Methodist Church (UMC), I
shall be highlighting ONE important
difference each month between the
UMC and its alternative, the Global
Methodist Church (GMC). Please
note that some of these points are
themselves in transition and may
change further in the future, for both
denominations.
Below are the four Doctrinal Stan-

dards of the UMC.
(1) John Wesley’s Explanatory

Notes upon the New Testament.
This isWesley’s commentary on the
text of theNewTestament, first pub-
lished in 1755. TheNotes are sever-
al hundred pages in length and may
be consulted without cost in the fol-
lowingwebsite: http://wesley.nnu.e-
du. A new paper edition is expected
within a fewyears. Themain themes
addressed in the Notes are: (a) the
human situation apart fromGod; (b)
the saving work of God; (c) the
Christian life of holiness.
(2) John Wesley’s Standard Ser-

mons. Although John Wesley
preached approximately 40,000
sermons during his active ministry,
only 151 of these have been pub-
lished. Wesley claimed they con-
tained the core of his beliefs and
those of early Methodism. Many of
the more important sermons are
available on the following website:
http://wesley.nnu.edu. Theprincipal
themes of the sermons are: (a) the
problemof sin; (b) prevenient grace;
(c) justificationby faith; (d) newbirth;
(e) assurance; (f) sanctification, or
holiness of heart and life. They re-
main a most important source for
knowing primary Methodist beliefs.
(3) Articles of Religion of The

Methodist Church. These twenty-
five Articles are based on the Thirty-
nine Articles of Religion of the
Church of England. JohnWesley re-

vised them for his American
Methodists and sent them to Ameri-
ca in 1784. The American
Methodists added one to those he
sent. The main themes are: (a) the
TriuneGod; (b)Scripture; (c) sinand
salvation; (d) church and sacra-
ments; (e) the Christian in society.
Thecomplete text is available inThe
Book of Discipline of The United
Methodist Church.
(4) Confession of Faith of the

Evangelical United Brethren
Church. This is the most recent of
the four Standards and contains six-
teen Articles including: (a) the Tri-
une God; (b) Scripture; (c) church
and sacraments; (d) sin, free will,
salvation, good works, and sanctifi-
cation; (e) worship, Lord’s Day,
property, and civil government.
These Articles have the advantage
of being drafted inmoremodern En-
glish. The complete text is available
in The Book of Discipline of The
United Methodist Church.
When theUMCwas established in

1968, these four standards were re-
gardedas "non-judicial." Today they
are not often enforced, and indeed
we have seen several major inci-
dents lately in which UMCministers
have beenallowed to deviate signif-
icantly and blatantly from these
standards without punishment –
and often with approbation.
Under the GMC, it will be manda-

tory for all clergy to preach by, and
maintain, these four standards, and
the leadership of the GMCwill apply
them uniformly across all churches
and pastors.

Pastor Paul

ON THE UMC SCHISMBro. Barton's integrity and
intellectual power. The late Dr.
George of Church Hill, Md., with
whom the writer was acquainted,
and son of Bishop George, was
supposed to be in sympathywith the
South; his influence was therefore
desired. The committee which
waited upon him, received the
following reply: "Gentlemen, I
advise you to drop this matter; Mr.
Barton never affirms anything he
cannot prove, the less you oppose
him the better for our cause." Like
Paul he had the courage to assert
his rights as a citizen against
popular sentiment. In the days of
incipient rebellion when the
Christian Advocate was indicted by
the grand Jury of his county, and the
postmaster forbidden to deliver it,
Bro. Barton on demanding and
being refused his paper replied:
"You as postmaster are not
amenable to the State of Maryland,
you are a United States officer and
accountable to the General
Government. Read your oath of
office. I will call for my paper next
week and if it be not delivered I will
report you in Washington." The
paper was delivered.
To Be Concluded Next Month

http://wesley.nnu.edu%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Hurray! Finally, we can say that Summer is
here and the cold winds and rain of Spring
have leftus.Areason to rejoice,yes,and to
be sober enough in our rejoicing to know
that the cold winds and rains will return.
This certainty about theweather should

also reflect our certainty of Christ’s re-
turn. The day or hour is not known to us,
yet we know it will come. So, unlike the

grasshopper in the old Aesop fable, wemust
make the most of the warmth and good times

and prepare for the change ahead.
Here at Bethesda we as a corporate body commit ourselves to

Seeking, Feeding, Sending, and Leading – the principles expressed
in our ourmission statement. TheGreat Commission to proclaim the
Good News to the whole world is, and should be, our rallying cry in
all we do. We work for God’s glory. The church is one of the few institutions that
toils away in the hope that it will one day be out of business – no longer needed.
That, with Christ’s return, we will have "worked ourselves out of a job."
The "best is yet to be," and perhaps sooner than the cold winds that will blow

again. As Jesus said in Matthew 16:3, “You can look at the sky and discern what
the weather will be, how is it that you can not discern the sign of the times?”
Be like Aesop's ants, who used their time wisely. Be prepared.

Pastor Paul

from the
PASTOR


