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UMCOR is the United Methodist Com-
mittee on Relief. Wherever disaster
strikes or humanitarian relief is need-
ed, anywhere in the world, UMCOR is
one of the first agencies on the ground,

helping in the aftermath. 100% of UM-
COR contributions go to UMCOR's work. Navigate to
umcmission.org/our-work to make a donation direct-
ly, or via a check written out to Bethesda, with "UM-
COR" in the memo, and placed in the offering plate at
church.
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Peach Festival Set-up
Preston Fire Hall, 6:00 p.m.
20th Annual Peach Festival

Preston Fire Hall, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Outreach meeting, 6:00 p.m.

Worship Team meeting, 6:00 p.m.

Charge Conference, 6:00 p.m.

Mon. through Thurs., 12:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Phone: 410-673-7538

Email: office@prestonbethesdaumc.org

Home Visitations: Mon., 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Office Hours: Mon., 2:00 to 7:00 p.m.;

Tues. through Thurs., 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Phone: 410-673-7538

Jo Benner, Admin. Asst.

Paul Lewis, Pastor

Contemporary Service

Sunday School/Nursery

Traditional Service

OFFICE & CONTACT INFO

Choptank Marina
9:00 a.m.

On Summer Break

Church Sanctuary
11:00 a.m.

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Your editor still desperately seeks a correspondent
who regularly attends the 9:00 a.m. service and can
snap pictures and write occasional, short articles
about newsworthy events there. If you can help,
please get in touch!

We are here to pray for you! If you would
like to put a prayer request in the bulletin,
contact Pastor Paul or the church office by
the first of each week.

Main Office

Pastor's Office

HOW TO SUPPORT UMCOR

https://pr
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news & notices

The 20th Annual Peach Festival is
right around the corner! It will take
place on Saturday, August 13, from
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. We are in
need of lots of peach-themed baked

goods for the bake table. Please bring them on the day,
orget in touchwithDonnaLaneand let her knowyouare
bringing something. Set-upwill take place at the firehall
at 6:00 p.m. Please come help if you can!

20th ANNUAL PEACH FESTIVAL

Playwright Arthur Miller’s famous play, The Crucible, is a story about the Salem witch trials in the seventeenth
century. More important, it’s an allegory of that not-so-long-ago chapter in American history known as
McCarthyism, when U.S. Senator Joe McCarthy conducted a national “witch hunt” for communists.
Inside the United Methodist Church, I would argue we are seeing our own crucible-like events playing out.

Theological conservatives are in the heat of being forced to leave the denomination in order to remain faithful
to the 2,000 year old, orthodox tenets of the Christian faith. As this situation is playing out, progressive leaders
and bishops are growing increasingly hostile to traditionalists. Yet, some are setting up steep roadblocks to
disaffiliation by adding onerous and punitive financial and systemic requirements to an already difficult process.
This is where we find ourselves today: at a crossroads we did not wish to journey to, requiring a decision we

had not dreamed we would ever have to make, forced upon us by leaders we trusted to uphold the Gospel and
the tenets of the Book of Discipline. How did we come to this place? And how do we move beyond it? Our
Methodist, if not our Christian, convictions are being put to the test.
In the weeks ahead, as we navigate the perilous waters of the disaffiliation process, I encourage everyone to

go online and search for "UMCSPLIT." The results will reveal many articles and videos for you to peruse to help
you understand where we are, how we got here, and where we go next. May God bless all of us as we work
through this difficult time together.

Pastor Paul

NOTES ON THE UMC SCHISM

This year we are collecting school supplies for
students at Preston Elementary School. We have a
specific supply list for each grade. Please contact Kari
Farnell at kari21632@yahoo.com or leave a message
or text at 410-200-5815 formore information.Please let
me know what you plan to purchase so that I can cross
it off the list. The following items are needed; Please
turn these into church no later than Sunday, August 28.

Backpacks
Highlighters
Ziploc bags — all sizes
Ticonderoga #2 pencils
Glue sticks
1 subject notebooks
Disinfectant wipes
Pink erasers
Paper towels
Poly pocket folders
Tissues
Wide rule loose leaf
paper

Packs of skinny black
Expo markers

Crayola Crayons
Packs of regular black
Expo markers

Colored pencils
Hand sanitizer
Composition books
with graph paper

Pocket folders with
prongs

3 ring binder dividers
Pencil cases and pencil
bags

Scissors
Composition books
One inch binders
Crayola watercolor
paints

Kids' plain headphones
Washable Crayola
markers

SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR PES
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The week of July 11, Bethesda held a VBS Food
Truck Party! The stage in the Fellowship Hall was
decked out to look like a park full of vendors and picnic
tables.Our compère,DJCupcake, took up residence in
a life-sized food truck, and from there he, his assistant,
DJ Kelly, and Top Chef Paul shared stories with the
students about God and His love. All of the lessons for
the week related to food – namely, to God's use of food
as a way to communicate with us.
After eachnight's openingprogram, students learned

the songs of theweek fromChef Suzy: “Manna in
the Morning" taught the story of the Israelites re-

ceiving bread and meat in the desert; “5-2-1 Eat” was
about Jesus feeding the five thousand with fish and
bread. In “Forever and Ever," students learned the
words to the Lord's Prayer. In addition to the nightly
songs, students also learned a "daily special." These
verses were the different lines to the traditional
“Grace” that many children say before eating. ASL
(American sign language) gestures were introduced
for each daily special.
For instruction, students were divided into groups

based on their ages: "Tator Tots," "Pizza Pals," or the
"Curly Fry Crew." Each group rotated through four dif-
ferent stations: snacks, recreation, crafts, and Bible
study. Chef Lisa provided great foods and treats for
snack time. Chefs Jenna and Alexis had some very
interesting games using kitchen gadgets and utensils.
Chefs Nancy, Diane 1, and Diane 2 demonstrated how
to build interesting crafts and Bible review to help the
students remember the daily Bible story.
Chef Cheryl led the Bible story each day using video

lessons, andaddingherown flair andactivities toenrich
the stories. The Sanctuary doors were decorated to
look like an open Bible, so that the students had the

Vacation B
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illusion of walking into the Bible
for their stories. Students
learned about times in the Bible
when God used food to provide
a lesson or a help to his people.
Day1held the story of howGod
provided Manna and Quail to
the Israelites as they traveled
through the desert after leav-
ing Egypt. Elijah, theWidow, and the EndlessOil
was the focus of the Day 2 Bible story. On Day 3, stu-
dents learned how obeying God and eating the foods
that God desired instead of the foods the King desired
made Daniel and his friends stronger than the others
around him. The last weeknight of VBS provided the
story about Jesus feeding the five thousand with just
five loaves and two fish.
We rounded out our VBS week with a combined ser-

vice on Sunday, July 17 where students and adults
learned about the story of Jesus calling his disciples to
the shore to feed them after he had been resurrected.
Students got to show off the songs they learned during
theweek, and theadults hadaball singinganddancing,
too. In addition, Top Chef Paul, DJ Cupcake, and DJ
Kelly entertained the congregation in between songs
and throughout the service! Afterwards, everybody en-
joyed “Sundaes on Sunday," with plenty of ice cream
and lots of toppings to choose
from. It was a great ending to
a great week.
Many thanks to every-

one who helped in any
way to make our VBS
week successful. We
had an incredible vol-
unteer turnout from the
congregation, and lots of
help and donations behind the
scenes. We are already looking
forward to next year’s VBS: Hero
Hotline! See you then!

Bible School
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Community
Corner

“So seize any opportunity the Lord gives you to do
good things and be a blessing to everyone, especially
those within our faithful family.” – Galatians 6:10 (The
Voice)

This versehasbeenvery aproposduring themonthof
July inparticular. July 11-14Bethesdaheld itsVacation
Bible School – Cokesbury’s Food Truck Party! Our
Chefs for this year’s VBS were: Top Chef Paul, Chefs
Eric, Kelly, Susan, Kari, Cheryl, Nancy, Diane 1 and
Diane 2, Erica, Suzy, Lisa, Jenna, Alexis, Mary, Violet,
Susannah, and, of course, DJ Cupcake. As you can
see, it takes a village to put on VBS and we are most
appreciative for all of the hard work by everyone. See
the separate write-up on VBS for more!
Recently Bethesda has lived out this verse as well in

being a blessing to my own family. In December, when
mybrother,Kory, passedaway, andagain in July,when
myuncle,Edson, passedaway, the church family came
together to serve a meal following services. Nothing I
could say can adequately express the thankfulnessmy
family has towards all that Bethesda has done for us
during these two particularly difficult times!
We are now looking ahead to August, and thatmeans

it's Peach Festival time! This year's festival will take
place August 13, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Please
spread the word, bake some baked goods to fill out our
bake table, and come on out and support the church!
This year will be our 20th Festival!
One other program that theOutreach Teamwill begin

this month, after the Peach Festival, is what we are
calling “Pray and Go." Pastor Paul has envisioned
groups of at least four people going door to door in
Preston for an hour or two on Saturdays. We will intro-
duce ourselves and the church, and offer prayer if it is
desired. Additionally, wewill hand out a trifold brochure
with news and information about our church. If no one
isat home,wewill prayand leaveadoorhangerwith the
information. If we are successful in having folks partici-
pate in this outreach program, we will be able to cover
the entire town of Preston in less than a year. Please
begin praying and thinking about how you can partici-
pate in this important program. Remember, it is our
calling to tell others about the love of God!

with Kari Farnell

Some of youmay remember in 2018Bethesda joined
with someother local churches inWorldVision’sGlobal
6K for Water (run/walk) to raise funds for clean water.
As a result of that event, Jim and I volunteered to spon-
sor a child throughWorld Vision.Our child was little six-
year-old Enjoy Sunday, who lived in Rugu, Tanzania.
Whata joy it hasbeen tosponsorhermonthly (now$39)
and give extra at Christmas and her birthday, plus extra
for her family, and also to receive photos, letters, and
school reports, and offer our prayers.
Enjoy is now 10, and we were surprised recently to

receive notification that her community is graduating
from the sponsorship program. World Vision has
helped them in areas like child protection, access to
clean water, healthcare, and more. Now, residents in
Rugu can grow and flourish on their own.
So, we bid farewell to Enjoy, and are saying hello to

little five-year-oldAnethSitamuona,who lives inNyolo-
lo, Tanzania, and likes to play with dolls and help with
chores at home.What a rewarding experience for us,
not only to support a child, but also a community, and
it all began with Bethesda’s first walk for water.

Cheryl Michael

WORLD VISION BLESSINGS
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HURRAY!
It’s one ofmy two favorite times of the year! Christmas andEaster, you

ask? Well, them too. But really I mean the Toy Show and the Peach
Festival! This year's PeachFestival – have youheard it's our twentieth?
– is looking like it will be the biggest and best EVER!By the time you read
this, Donna and her legions of volunteers will have already begun
preparations. In the kitchens of every member of the congregation,
peachy baked goods are already in the works, ingredients bought and
recipes consulted.
I encourage everyone and anyone to bake, or come and cook, or help

set up, or handle orders in the firehouse kitchen, or help put it all away
again at the end.Weneed you all! There aremany,many jobs to do, and
everything goes so much easier, and it's all much more fun, when
everyone contributes. Many handsmake light work, as the saying goes.
I look forward to seeing you and about a thousand other people at the

fire hall on Saturday, August 13, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. If you'd like
to help out, but don't know where you are needed, give me a call at the
office, or get in touch with Donna.
Together, let's make this twentieth festival a real peach! Remember,

love is an action word!
Blessings,
Pastor Paul

from the
PASTOR


