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UMCOR is the United Methodist Com-
mittee on Relief. Wherever disaster
strikes or humanitarian relief is need-
ed, anywhere in the world, UMCOR is
one of the first agencies on the ground,

helping in the aftermath. 100% of UM-
COR contributions go to UMCOR's work. Navigate to
umcmission.org/our-work to make a donation direct-
ly, or via a check written out to Bethesda, with "UM-
COR" in the memo, and placed in the offering plate at
church.

The Monthly Newsletter of
Bethesda United Methodist Church

Editor: Eric A. Cheezum

Mail signed submissions to:
PO Box 147, Preston, Maryland 21655

Or via email:
newsletter@prestonbethesdaumc.org

Submissions deadline: fifteenth of each month.

© 2022 Bethesda UMC, All Rights Reserved. No
part of this publication may be reproduced without

the prior written consent of the editor.
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Finance Committee meeting, 7:00 p.m.
Worship Team meeting, 6:00 p.m.
Outreach Team meeting, 6:45 p.m.

Bell Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.
Bell Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.

Bell Performance, 11:00 a.m.
Administrative Council meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Paint Night
Fellowship Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Meet & Greet Training, 9:30 a.m.
Meet & Greet Visits, 10:00 a.m.

Charge Conference paperwork due

Charge Conference, 6:00 p.m.

2nd Annual Toy Show
Fire Hall, 9:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Mon. through Thurs., 12:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Phone: 410-673-7538

Email: office@prestonbethesdaumc.org

Home Visitations: Mon., 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Office Hours: Mon., 2:00 to 7:00 p.m.;

Tues. through Thurs., 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Phone: 410-673-7538

Jo Benner, Admin. Asst.

Paul Lewis, Pastor

Contemporary Service

Sunday School/Nursery

Traditional Service

OFFICE & CONTACT INFO

Choptank Marina
9:00 a.m.

On Summer Break

Church Sanctuary
11:00 a.m.

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Your editor still desperately seeks a correspondent
who regularly attends the 9:00 a.m. service and can
snap pictures and write occasional, short articles
about newsworthy events there. If you can help,
please get in touch!

We are here to pray for you! If you would
like to put a prayer request in the bulletin,
contact Pastor Paul or the church office by
the first of each week.

Main Office

Pastor's Office

HOW TO SUPPORT UMCOR

https://pr
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As is the case each year, August found our church members gearing up for, and putting on, Bethesda's 20th
annual Peach Festival. Twenty festivals! The very first festival was held in August 2001 (yes, wemissed a couple
yearsdue toCOVIDandothermishaps!).At that time, theeventwasheldat thecarnival groundsand thepeaches
were purchased from Friendship Farms, then owned by Richard Andrew (my father). I believe we purchased
around twenty baskets of peaches to sell to the festival goers. Currently, we purchase peaches from Heritage
Orchards, run by my sister, Katie, and my nephew, Andrew, so Friendship Farms is still involved after all these
years! After that first, scorching year in the August heat, the festival wasmoved to the Preston Firehouse so that
it could be held in the air conditioning! Over the years this event has gained much momentum and community
interest. For this year's festival, we purchased and sold fifty-eight baskets of peaches, welcomed nearly 1,000
people through the doors, and brought in over $8,000 in profit to support Bethesda's ministry! We continue to
thank God for His abundance and blessings in this endeavor, and the community that continues to support us.
(For a little more history about the Peach Festival, check out the September 2016 issue of the Bugle, online at
the church website! – Ed.)
On September 24, Bethesda will launch its new “Meet and Greet” initiative. Over the course of a year (or less),

volunteers helping with this programwill visit every household in the village of Choptank and the town of Preston
to offer prayer. Information about the church will be left with each household. How exciting to think that by this
time next year, all households in these two towns will have heard about and been visited by Bethesda Church!
TheSeptember 24 event will begin with a brief training at 9:30 a.m., then visits will take place from10:00 to 11:30
a.m. If you feel led to be a part of this important outreach opportunity, please contact the church at 410-673-7538,
or email kari21632@yahoo.com. Even if you can’t do visiting onSeptember 24, please plan to attend the training
session that morning.

Community
Corner
with Kari Farnell

Friday, September 23
at 6:30 p.m., Bethesda
will host the first in its new
season of Paint Nights.
Come out and paint your
very own copy of this
month's cover image!
Thecost is $25.00,which
includes all supplies and
snacks. Proceeds from
this event will be split be-
tween the church Bless-
ing Box/Food Pantry and

the Alzheimer’s Research Association. Reply to the
church office by September 16 to ensure your seat is
reserved.

FROM THE FRONT COVER

news & notices

In your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy,
always being prepared to make a defense to
anyone who asks you for a reason for the
hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness

and respect.
1 Peter 3:15 (The Voice)
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Rev. Henry G. King (pictured at left) was born in 1792 in Lan-
caster, Pennsylvania, and found Christ at a home prayer meeting
where he was deeply convicted of sin. He later wrote, “My heart
was broken in pieces; I cried unto the Lord in my distress, and he
deliveredme out of all my troubles. Mymind was enlightened and
my heart was changed, and I left the house rejoicing in God my
Savior.” He soon developed “an inextinguishable desire for the
salvation of souls,” and became an itinerant preacher with the
Philadelphia Conference in 1819. King was described as “truly
eloquent in both prayer and sermon… [and] a special favorite of
the children.” He took up residence in Aston, Delaware County,
Pennsylvania permanently in 1851, first spending three years
there as a supply preacher on leave of absence, then two years
in charge of the local circuit, 1854-1856. He served Bethesda
while riding the Caroline Circuit in 1830-1831.
King married Harriet McMasters in 1825, and the couple

welcomed a daughter, Sarah, two years later. Sadly, Harriet died
in 1828, possibly due to complications from the birth of their
second child, Henry. King was remarried, probably around 1834,
to Nanette Martin, and together they had at least four more
children. The tragic, accidental death of King's youngest, 14-year

old George, in 1858 “was a calamity more than he could bear,” and his health rapidly declined. King died in May
1859. (Sources: Philadelphia Conference Minutes (1860), 29-30; William Swindells, Annals of Kensington
Methodist Episcopal Church (1893), 36; and Delaware County American, January 27, 1858 and May 13, 1859.

Rev. Joseph DiPaolo (with extra material from Eric Cheezum)
The following memoir is tran-

scribed from the Philadelphia Con-
ference Minutes of 1860.

Rev. HENRY G. KING.
The subject of this brief Memoir

was born of highly respectable
parentage, near the city of Lancast-
er,March 9th, 1792. Hismother was
a member of the Presbyterian
church, and early impressed his
mind with the "fear of God." Under
these influences he grew to man-
hood. He then learned that this was
but "the beginning of wisdom." At
this period he attended upon the
ministry of one of the early Evange-
lists of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. Concurrent with this, he be-
came associated with a circle of pi-
ous young persons, living in the
community in which his parents
resided, who weekly met for social

prayer. We record from his own pen
an account of conversion to God. It
occurred during one of those social
prayer meetings. Here he became
deeply and distressingly convinced
of sin, and of the necessity of inward
and personal holiness. So poignant
indeedwas his anguish of spirit, that
in the midst of the services he arose
to leave the room. Observing this, a
friend held him by the hand, and
earnestly exhorted him to seek the
Lord. At this moment, he says, "as
sudden as lightning I was struck by
the power ofGod.My heart was bro-
ken in pieces; I cried unto the Lord in
my distress, and he delivered me
out of all my troubles. My mind was
enlightened, my heart was
changed, and I left the house rejoic-
ing in God my Saviour." This is the
simplenarrationof the conversionof
a man who devoted nearly half a

century to the labors of the Christian
ministry.
This event is well worthy our con-

templation. Coincident with this was
kindled an inextinguishable desire
for the salvation of souls. He says,
"when I looked upon those whom I
supposed without religion, and con-
sidered their state I wept, andOhow
anxious I felt that they might be
brought to a knowledge of the truth."
Under these influences he began to
"exhort men to flee from thewrath to
come." He was soon licensed as a
local preacher, which relation he
sustained until 1819, when he was
duly received on trial into the
Philadelphia Conference. Here
commenced a career of usefulness,
the extent of which eternity onlymay
unfold. His pastoral relations were
as follows: in 1819-20, Dauphin Cir-
cuit, during which time Rev. Dr.
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George King, aged about 14
years, a sonof theRev.HenryG.
King, and brother of the pastor of
the Eleventh street (M.E.)
church, in this c!ty, lost his life on
Saturday last. It appears that the
young man, who resided at Vil-
lage Green, four miles from
Chester, was engaged in split-
ting a log of wood, but finding it
tough and full of knots,
bethought himself of employing
gunpowder to aid in facilitating
his purpose. Accordingly, he
bored one or two holes in the
stick of timber, filled them with
the combustible material, and
applied the match, when a vio-
lent explosion followed, splitting
the log into fragments, and scat-
tering themwithgreat violence in
all directions. One of these
struck the unfortunate youth on
the forehead, directly over the
eyes, lnflicting a terrible and
ghastly wound, and from the ef-
fects of which he lingered in
much agony for several hours,
until death closed his sufferings.

Baltimore Sun,
January 19, 1858

Death of Rev. Henry G. King. – This well known servant of the Most
High, diedat his residencenearVillageGreen,DelawareCo.,Pa., after
a long illness, last Saturday. He was one of the oldest ministers of the
Philadelphia M.E. Conference, having become amember of that body
in 1816. When he met the Conference which assembled in Philadel-
phia, last March, only four ministers remained who were members
when he joined it, all having passed away.Mr. King has often preached
in our city, and those who have heard him cannot easily forget his
fervent exhortations to the sinner to repent and obtain a reconciliation
with an ever merciful God, through the atoning merits of a crucified
Saviour. He was full of feeling and labored with an earnestness that
must ensure him the commendation of well done good and faithful
servant. Many persons have been added to the Church through his
efforts, as he labored in season and out of season with a zeal and
fervency exhibited by few men of his age, his motto being that it was
better to eear out than rust out. He was about sixty-five years of age,
over forty of which he had devoted to the ministry. — Del. Republican,
reprinted in the Cecil Whig, May 14, 1859

Holdich rejoices to acknowledge
himself as a seal to his ministry. In
1821, Lancaster Circuit; 1822, St.
Georges, Philadelphia; 1823, New
Castle and Newport Circuit; 1824,
St. Georges again; 1825-26,
Dauphin Circuit again; 1827-28,
Bristol Circuit; 1829, Smyrna Cir-
cuit; 1830-31, Caroline Circuit; In
1832-33, hewaspastor ofSt. John's
Church, Philadelphia; 1834-35, of
the Church at Pottsville, Pennsylva-
nia; 1836-37, of the Church at Mor-
ristown Circuit; 1838-39, of Kens-
ington Church; 1840-41, of Radnor;
1842-43, of Chester Circuit; and in
1844, he was made pastor of As-
bury Church, West Philadelphia; in
1845-16, he was appointed to the
pastoral charge of Eighth Street
Church (now Green Street Church)
Philadelphia; 1847, to that of Frank-
ford Church; in 1848-49, he was ap-
pointed to Manayunk.
Through years of excessive toil

and oftimes sufferings, it can not be
expected that his health and vigor
should remain unimpaired; accord-
ingly, in 1851 as a Supernumerary,
he retired to his own quiet home,
near Village Green, Delaware
County, Pennsylvania.

Here he continued for only three
years.He then resumedhis pastoral
labors, and in 1854-55, was ap-
pointed to Village Green Circuit. His
health, however, not being suffi-
ciently recovered, he re-assumed in
1856 a Supernumerary relation.
The "love of Christ constraining

him," in 1857 he again entered upon
the active duties of theministry, and
by the appointment of Bishop Scott
became pastor of Scott Methodist
Episcopal Church, Wilmington, Del.
Here he remained for but one year.
In 1858 he was at Mount Lebanon;
and in 1859 Supernumerary of
Crozierville Station; here ended his
"work of faith and labor of love." Al-
ready enfeebled by age, and worn
by toil, the violent and afflicting
death of his youngest and favorite
son was a calamity more than he
could bear. Under the burden of this
severest of all sorrows, he sank into
the grave.
Not gloomily and ingloriously, but

as thesunwhenstormsareo'er, giv-
ing the "promise of a bright to-mor-
row."Hewassilentanduncomplain-
ing in his grief, he was resigned and
patient in all his sufferings. His end
was like the end of the perfect and

the upright, it was peace. In his last
moments, as though the final con-
flict were already finished, he ex-
claimed, "it ispast! it ispast!" and like
Him whom he served, "gave up the
ghost." But it is not to such an hour
we are to look for the testimony of
such a man; his whole life is a per-
petual and imperishable memorial
of that faith the victory ofwhich over-
cometh theworld. Hedied at his res-
idence, May 7th, 1859, in the 67th
year of his age, and in the 47th year
of his ministry.

Servant of God, well done!
Thy glorious warfare's past,

The battle fought, the victory won,
And thou art crowned at last.
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Onward and Upward!

Now thatwehave successfully finishedwith thePeachFestival, we can
all congratulate ourselves, pat each other on the back, and happily say,
"Job well done!"
But only for a moment.
Now, onto our continuing work of the Great Commission: to witness

(Acts 1:8), preach (Mark 16:15), baptize, and teach (Matthew 28:20).
Jesus' disciples are to replicate themselves in the lives of those who
respond to the Good News. The Holy Spirit is the empowering agent for
those who witness (Acts 1:8), as well as the one who convicts sinners of
their need for Jesus (John 16:8-11). The disciples (that's us) will have
success because Jesus, the Lord of heaven and earth, will be with us as
we undertake this assignment (Matthew 28:20).
TheGreatCommission necessitates taking thegospelmessage to "the

ends of the earth" (Acts 1:8), starting with Preston and Choptank, and
then to "all nations" (Matthew 28:19). TheGoodNews is to be sharedwith all peoples, for all are sinners, Jews
and Gentile alike, and in need of deliverance from sin (Romans 3). All peoples, by faith, can receive God's
provision, and are baptized into Christ. In Christ, all distinctions between Jew andGentile disappear (Romans
10:12-13; Galatians 3:28).
This will actually be a fun and exciting time to be in outreach – remembering that it’s through Christ and by

Christ that we live and move and have our being (Acts 17:28). Selah (So be it)!

Pastor Paul

from the
PASTOR


