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The tax collector,

standing far off,

would not even look

up to heaven, but

was beating his

breast and saying,

"God, be merciful to

me, a sinner!"

Luke 18:13
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UMCOR is the United Methodist Com-
mittee on Relief. Wherever disaster
strikes or humanitarian relief is need-
ed, anywhere in the world, UMCOR is
one of the first agencies on the ground,

helping in the aftermath. 100% of UM-
COR contributions go to UMCOR's work. Navigate to
umcmission.org/our-work to make a donation direct-
ly, or via a check written out to Bethesda, with "UM-
COR" in the memo, and placed in the offering plate at
church.

The Monthly Newsletter of
Bethesda United Methodist Church

Editor: Eric A. Cheezum
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coming events
October
6
11
12
13
16

26
31

November
2
18

February
11

Bell Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.
Charge Conference paperwork due

Outreach Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Bell Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.

Children's Sunday School resumes
9:00–10:00 a.m.

Bible Study on Book of James begins
Fellowship Hall, 10:00–10:45 a.m.

Worship Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Trunk or Treat

Preston Carnival Grounds, 6:00–8:00 p.m.

Charge Conference, 6:00 p.m.
Paint Night – Fellowship Hall, 6:30 p.m.

2nd Annual Toy Show
Fire Hall, 9:00 to 3:00 p.m.

T – F, 12:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Phone: 410-673-7538

Email: office@prestonbethesdaumc.org

Office Hours: M – Th, 10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Home Visitations: F, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone: 410-673-7538
Email: pastorpaul@prestonbethesdaumc.org

Jo Benner, Admin. Asst.

Paul Lewis, Pastor

Contemporary Service

Sunday School/Nursery

Bible Study

Traditional Service

OFFICE & CONTACT INFO

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Your editor still desperately seeks a correspondent
who regularly attends the 9:00 a.m. service and can
snap pictures and write occasional, short articles
about newsworthy events there. If you can help,
please get in touch!

We are here to pray for you! If you would
like to put a prayer request in the bulletin,
contact Pastor Paul or the church office by
the first of each week.

HOW TO SUPPORT UMCOR

ONTHECOVER: "ThePhariseeand thePublican,"
by John Everett Millais (1829-1896), from
Illustrations to the Parables of Our Lord (1863).

9:00 a.m.
Church Sanctuary

9:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hall

11:00 a.m.
Church Sanctuary

https://pr
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news & notices

PAINT NIGHT 11/18

Our next Paint Night takes place
Friday, November 18 at 6:30
p.m.; the artwork is shown above.
As usual, entry will be $25, pro-
ceeds to be divided between
Bethesda's Blessing Box and the
Alzheimer'sAssociation "Longest
Day" Walk. To register, contact
Kari Farnell or Susan McCand-
less, or leave a message with the
church office.

The Preston Ministerial Association is sponsoring its
annual Trunk or Treat HalloweenNight at the carnival

grounds, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Decorate your vehicle and come on out to
give out candy and see all the kids in their costumes! Hot dogs and water
will be available free of charge. Please consider donating bags of
individually wrapped candy to be given out on the night. Candy can be
placed on the table in the church foyer. Let Donna Lane know if you will be
passing out candy and decorating your trunk. You might win a prize!

TRUN
K oR TREAT

FALL BIBLE STUDY
Are you interested in under-
standing scripture in fresh
ways, and in growing in your
faith? Join our study group
that meets at church on Sun-
day mornings, from 10:00 to
10:45 a.m., beginning Octo-
ber 16! We will be studying
the Book of James, one of
the seven letters following
Hebrews in the New Testa-
ment. You will need a Bible

and the study guide: James: 9
Studies for Individuals and Groups, by N.T. Wright. To
obtain a copy of the guide, or for any questions, contact
CherylMichael, eitherbyphone,at 443-205-5054,orby
email, at cherylmichael47@gmail.com.

NEWS BRIEFS
• Jo is in the process of updating the church directory.
Please be sure to supply her with your updated
contact information as soon as possible.

• Pastor Paul will be doing visitations every Friday. If
you know of someone you would like him to see,
please let him know.

• Real Life Chapel (418 Glebe Rd., Easton) is hosting
a men’s breakfast on Saturday, October 15 at 7:00
a.m.; guest speaker will be Ray Seemans. RSVP by
October 9 to Pastor Mark Massey at 443-513-6448.

• 8th Annual Family Fest Hay Day: October 22 at
Federalsburg Marina, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Live
music, food trucks, and games. Fun for the whole
family. Free Admission.

• REMINDER: Children's Sunday School resumes
October 16 at 9:00 a.m.We hope to see your student
there!
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around bethesda
SEPTEMBER PAINT NIGHT

October is Pastor AppreciationMonth.Next time you
see Pastor Paul, be sure to thank him for all the hard
work he does for God here in Preston!

The Meet & Greet Team takes a selfie!

Above: the night's
participants gather
foragroupshot.Left:
Mary Cheezum,
Lisa Brown, and
Wanda Prothero,
display their paint-
ings. Right: Instruc-
tor Marjorie Scott
showshowtopainta
pumpkin!
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Following the busy August Peach Festival month, the
congregation took a big breath during the (slightly)
slower month of September! At the beginning of the
school year, the church held its annual school supply
drive, delivering over $300 of supplies and backpacks
to Preston Elementary to help out less fortunate
students. Pastor Paul had to make two trips to the
school in order to deliver all the items! On September
23, we welcomed twenty-four people into the
Fellowship Hall to paint a wonderful fall/pumpkin
painting. There were three Bethesda folks painting,
three from the ADK sorority (with whom we partner for
these events), and eighteen new community
attendees. It’s always nice to see some “regulars” at
paint night, but equally nice to seenew folks showingup
for theevent aswell. Theproceeds from this eventwere
split between funding for the Blessing Box/Food Pantry
and Alzheimer’s research. The following morning, we
began our “Meet and Greet” initiative. Pastor Paul,
Cheryl Michael, and Chris and I visited homes on
SunsetBoulevard tomeet the residents and invite them

to join us for worship. Additionally, we prayed for each
household. We either handed them literature about the
church, or left a door hanger telling them about the
church. This outreacheventwill continueon the second
and fourth Saturdays of the month in good weather.
Please contact Pastor Paul or me if you are interested
in helping us next time.
October looks to be another (slightly) slower month

foroutreach.TheMeetandGreet initiativewill continue,
and we will also be participating with other churches in
the Preston Ministerium for the annual Trunk or Treat,
held on Halloween. You can be part of this by handing
out treats that night or by donating candy or other items
to be handed out by the participants. We need lots of
candy for this event, so please donate a bag if you are
able. As we head toward the close of the year, we are
looking ahead to 2023 and making plans for outreach.
If you have any suggestions, please seek me out. We
are always looking for newways to get the word of God
out into the community!

Community
Corner
with Kari Farnell

“How can people have faith in the Lord
and ask him to save them, if they have
never heard about him? And how can
they hear, unless someone tells them?”

Romans 10:14

The tax collector, on the other hand, knows that he
possesses no means by which to claim righteousness.
He has done nothing of merit; indeed, he has done
much to offend the law of Israel. For this reason, he
stands back, hardly daring to approach the Temple,
and throws himself on the mercy of the Lord.
Here is the essential contrast. One man makes a

claim to righteousness based on his own accomplish-
ments, while the other relies entirely upon the Lord’s
benevolence. Rather than be grateful for his blessings,
the Pharisee appears smug to the point of despising
others. In his mind there are two kinds of people: the
righteous and the immoral, and he is grateful that he
hasplacedhimself among the righteous.The taxcollec-
tor, on the other hand, isn’t somuch humble as desper-
ate. He is too overwhelmed by his plight to take time to
divide humanity into sides. All he recognizes as he

standsnear theTemple ishisowngreat need.He there-
fore stakeshis hopesandclaimsnot onanythinghehas
done or deserved but entirely on the mercy of God.
In the end, this parable is about God: God who alone

can judge the human heart; God who determines to
justify theungodly.Yet again,wesee–as the tax collec-
tor did, and as Luther reminds us – that we really have
nothing to claim but our dependence on God’s mercy.
Nothing we do on our own can bring about our salva-
tion. When we remember this we can let go, if only for
a moment, of our human-constructed divisions and
groupings, our aspirations and accomplishments, and
standbeforeGodawareonlyof our need. Thenwe, too,
can be justified by the God of Jesus, and invited to
return oncemore to the Lord inmercy, grace, and grati-
tude. Sola fide, sola gratia: faith alone, grace alone.

Pastor Paul

PASTOR'S MESSAGE (cont. from back cover)

around bethesda
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In honor of Immanuel's 125th
anniversary this year, we present
this history, which is adapted from
the bulletin for the church's previous
anniversary in 2017.
Immanuel Lutheran Church was

organized inMarch 1897, in order to
serve the many German immigrant
families who came to Preston in the
second half of the nineteenth centu-
ry. The first resident pastor to serve
the congregation was the Rev.
George Thomas, who had been
conducting mission services in Pre-
ston since July 1896. These early
meetings took place monthly in the
New Jerusalem church across and
up the street fromBethesda. In April
1897, shortly after the formal organi-
zation of the congregation, Pastor
Thomas resigned due to ill health.
He was succeeded by the Rev.
Frederick P. Wilhelm on August 22,
1897. Wilhelm was instrumental, in
February 1898, in initiating the con-
struction of a church building to
house Immanuel’s growing congre-
gation. The search for a site went on
for over two years, during which pe-

riod Wilhelm accepted a call to a
church in Cleveland. He preached
his farewell service on April 1, 1899,
and threeweeks laterhis successor,
R.W. Huebsch of Conover, North
Carolina, was installed as Im-
manuel’s third pastor. Under Hueb-
sch’s leadership Immanuel erected
its new church on the site of the
present building. The cornerstone
was laidonNovember11, 1900, and
the church was dedicated April 28,
1901. Huebsch also organized a
parochial school in 1899. For its first
few years the schoolwas conducted
in homes or rented space, but in
June 1905 a schoolhouse was built
adjacent to the church. It would
close in Spring 1918 as a result of
anti-German hysteria during World
War I.
In the fall of 1909 Pastor Huebsch

accepted a call to Allegheny, New
York, and the congregation was
without a pastor until January 20,
1910, when the Rev. Jacob Koerber
of Johnsburg, Pennsylvania was in-
stalled.UnderKoerber’s leadership,
Immanuel joined the Missouri Syn-

od – an affiliation that persists to this
day. Koerber’s tenure was unfortu-
nately overshadowed byWorldWar
I, which began in August 1914. Vo-
cally partisan in support of Ger-
many, Koerber rubbed many non-
Germans in Preston the wrong way,
leading to animosity between the
two communities. He died suddenly
from blood poisoning in November
1916, about five months before
American entry into the war, so it
was left to his successor, Rev. Louis
Geiger, to repair relations between
Immanuel and the rest of the com-
munity.Geigerwas installed onMay
28, 1917, and immediately began
“Americanizing” Immanuel. His re-
forms not only ensured the congre-
gation’s survival in the face of anti-
German wrath, they also modern-
ized the church, preparing it for fu-
ture growth.
And grow it did! During Geiger’s

thirty-eight-year tenure, Immanuel
experienced a golden age of partici-
pation and expansion. A Sunday
School was established in 1918; a
Ladies’ Aid Society in 1925; Vaca-

Immanuel
Lutheran Church

A Brief History

This page, from left: Rev. Thomas as he appeared late in life; Rev. Wilhelm; Immanuel's original church
building. Facing page, bottom left: the interior of the first Immanuel church, ca. 1909.
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tion Bible School began in 1954.
Perhaps most significant, however,
was theconstructionof agrand, new
church building, beginning in 1950.
Dedication followed on March 30,
1952. Three years later, Geiger
stepped down as a result of failing
health, ending Immanuel’s longest
period of stability and sustained ex-
pansion. So beloved by the congre-
gation was Geiger that when Im-
manuel’s new educational building
was erected in 1968, it was chris-
tened “Geiger Hall” in his honor.
Rev. Carl A. Schuette was in-

stalled as Immanuel’s sixth minister
onOctober 2, 1955, and seamlessly
picked up where his predecessor
had left off. Almost immediately, the
congregation undertook a new
building project, this time to replace
the increasingly obsolete parson-
age, which had been originally built
as the Preston Academy in the
1860s. The new house, which was
erected on the site of the oldQuaker
Meeting House across from the
church, was dedicated in Septem-
ber 1956. The old parsonage re-
mained in use, however, serving as
aSundaySchool building, and, from
1957 to 1973, housing Immanuel’s
kindergarten program.

The 1960s proved to be a busy
decade for Immanuel. In 1962, the
congregation sponsored the estab-
lishment of a sister congregation in
Cambridge. That same year, plan-

ningbegan for the constructionof an
educational building; those plans
would ultimately be consummated
with the dedication of Geiger Hall in
1968. Also in 1962, Immanuel cele-
brated the tenth anniversary of its
“new” church, and the sixty-fifth an-
niversary of the congregation.
The 1960s were also a challeng-

ing time for Immanuel. Pastor
Geiger, who had remained in Pre-
ston (and in the congregation) after
retiring, died on December 7, 1963,
casting a pall over the optimism of
the times. Then, in February 1966,
Rev. Schuette accepted a call to a
church in Pennsylvania. For over a
year, Immanuel was without a pas-
tor, a situation that required the laity
to learn quickly how to run a church,
and led to much soul-searching.
Where would God take Immanuel
Lutheran Church next?

Clockwise from top left: Revs. Huebsch, Koerber, Geiger, and Schuette.

To be continued next issue.
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Last month, our friends over at Immanuel Lutheran celebrated 125
yearsofministry, and thismonth they–andall Protestants–willmark505
years years since Martin Luther nailed his ninety-five theses to the door
of Wittenberg Cathedral. Luther's great contribution to Christianity was
the reminder that we are saved by grace alone, and not by deeds – that
our salvation is entirely due to Christ's mercy. What a remarkable inheri-
tance we have, and what a remarkable pair of anniversaries testifying to
the power of faith!
I was reminded of Luther's proposition recently when reading the famil-

iar parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector, in Luke 18. You know
the story: a Pharisee and a tax collector went to the Temple to pray. The
Pharisee thanked God for his high station in life, and congratulated him-
self for fasting and tithing. By contrast, the tax collector, an object of hate
in Jewish society, was so ashamed of himself that he stood apart from
everyone else. Verse 13 says, "Hewould not even look up to heaven, but
beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’" Christ's
message in this story is a difficult one for us: "all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who
humble themselves will be exalted" (verse 14).
Everything thePharisee says is true, of course.Hehas set himself apart fromothers by his faithful adherence

to the law. He is, by the standards both Luke and Jesus employ, righteous (see Luke 15:7). It isn’t that the
Pharisee is speaking falsely, but rather that the Phariseemisses the true nature of his blessing. He has trusted
in himself. His prayer of gratitude may be spoken to the Lord, but it is really about himself. He locates his
righteousness entirely based on his own actions and being.

from the
PASTOR

continued on page 5


