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One of them, when he saw that
he was healed, turned back,
praising God with a loud voice.

He prostrated

himself at Jesus' feet
and thanked him.
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UMCOR is the United Methodist Com-
mittee on Relief. Wherever disaster
strikes or humanitarian relief is need-
ed, anywhere in the world, UMCOR is
one of the first agencies on the ground,

helping in the aftermath. 100% of UM-
COR contributions go to UMCOR's work. Navigate to
umcmission.org/our-work to make a donation direct-
ly, or via a check written out to Bethesda, with "UM-
COR" in the memo, and placed in the offering plate at
church.
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Pastor's Office

coming events
November
10
17
18
28
29
December
2
3
8
9
15
22
24
25

31

January
1

4

February
11

Bell Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.
Bell Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.

Paint Night – Fellowship Hall, 6:30 p.m.
Outreach Cmte, 6:30 p.m.

Administrative Council, 6:30 p.m.

Gingerbread Bash, 6:30 p.m.
Gingerbread Bash, 1:00 p.m.

Bell Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.
Nativity Escape Room, 4:00 p.m.

Bell Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.
Bell Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve Service, 7:30 p.m.
Christmas Day Combined Service

Sanctuary, 10:00 a.m.
Praying in the New Year, 11:30 p.m.

New Year's Day Combined Service
Sanctuary, 10:00 a.m.

Community Prayer & Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.

2nd Annual Toy Show
Fire Hall, 9:00 to 3:00 p.m.

T – F, 12:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Phone: 410-673-7538

Email: office@prestonbethesdaumc.org

Office Hours: M – Th, 10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Home Visitations: F, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone: 410-673-7538
Email: pastorpaul@prestonbethesdaumc.org

Jo Benner, Admin. Asst.

Paul Lewis, Pastor

Contemporary Service

Sunday School/Nursery

Bible Study

Traditional Service

OFFICE & CONTACT INFO

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
We are here to pray for you! If you would
like to put a prayer request in the bulletin,
contact Pastor Paul or the church office by
the first of each week.

HOW TO SUPPORT UMCOR

ON THE COVER: "Jesus with the one leper who
returned to give thanks," from The Life of Jesus (1908),
by William Brassey Hole (1846-1917).

9:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hall

9:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hall

11:00 a.m.
Church Sanctuary

https://pr
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Love puzzles and mysteries? Bring your upper-
elementary and middle school students to
Bethesda for an engaging "escape room" expe-
rience – right here in Preston! Work with your
team to solve challenges about the story of the

nativity to solve additional tasks. This event is
planned for December 9 at 4:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Pre-
registration of your team is requested to ensure that we have
enough supplies and materials. The cost per team of up to four
participants is $10. Pre-register online by clicking this link: Nativity
Escape Room. Contact kari21632@yahoo.com or susanmccand-
less10@gmail.com with questions.

PAINT NIGHT 11/18

The chill of winter is coming
soon, as well as winter deco-
rating! Join us for a winter
paint evening on November
18, 2022 beginning at 6:30
p.m.andcreateyourowncopy
of the painting pictured above
for your wall. Reserve your
seat for $25 – this price in-
cludes all materials, instruc-
tion, and light snacks. Chil-
dren are welcome!
Please preregister using this
link: Paint Night, November
18. We now ask for contact in-
formation from at least one
person in a group in the event
that we need to contact you.
All proceeds from the event
benefit the Alzheimer's Asso-
ciation's Longest Day Walk,
and BUMC programs. You
may contact us with questions
by calling the church office at
410-673-7538, or by emailing
Kari Farnell at kari21632@ya-
hoo.com.Seeyouon the18th!

news & notices

NEWS BRIEFS
• Jo is in the process of updating the church directory. Please be sure to
supply her with your updated contact information as soon as possible.

• PastorPaulwill bedoingvisitationseveryFriday. If youknowof someone
you would like him to see, please let him know.

• The study on the Book of James continues, each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
You can still join – come any time!

• The Ladies' Annual Christmas party will be held in December. It is a fun
event with games, luncheon, and a gift exchange. If anyone would like
to host this year, please let Donna Lane know.

• TheOutreach Teamplans again to set up a table for hot chocolate at the
Christmas parade on December 11 at 5:30 p.m. Join us if you can!

This year, join us for ourGinger-
bread Bash, where your fam-
ilywill build a gingerbreadna-
tivity scene while celebrating
the birth of Jesus! More than
that, you’ll hear the Christmas

story from theBible, singsongs, playgames, anddiscover thegood
news of Jesus through candy canes! Bethesda will host this event
twice for families to have a choice of times! Preregister for either
Friday, December 2 at 6:30 p.m., or Saturday, December 3 at 1:00
p.m.; spaces are limited as we want families to work together on
their nativity scenes.Thecostwhich includesall suppliesandmate-
rials is$20 foranentire family!Preregister todaybyclicking this link:
BUMC Gingerbread Bash! Please contact susanmccand-
less10@gmail.com or kari21632@yahoo.com with questions. We
hope your family will join us to celebrate the birth of Jesus!

ADVENT FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!

https://forms.gle/eww1uNSwfB4Zj9rz5
https://forms.gle/eww1uNSwfB4Zj9rz5
mailto:kari21632@yahoo.com
mailto:susanmccandless10@gmail.com
mailto:susanmccandless10@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/vHtScQ1miMVZrr6Z6
https://forms.gle/vHtScQ1miMVZrr6Z6
https://forms.gle/MSAnoLmgToLh62LCA
mailto:susanmccandless10@gmail.com
mailto:susanmccandless10@gmail.com
mailto:kari21632@yahoo.com
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Last Worship at Choptank for 2022 Bethesda's
last outdoor early worship service for the season
(pictured above) was held Sunday, October 9 at the
ChoptankMarina. It was a beautiful, sunnymorning.
Many were sad to say goodbye to the scenic spot by
the river, but will be looking forward to returning next
spring. The next week, October 16, the 9:00 a.m.
service returned to the church building in Preston.
(Pictured below: Pastor Paul and Erica Insley
provide music on October 30) – Cheryl Michael

The altar in the Sanctuary is decorated and set for
World Communion Sunday, October 2.

The Book of James Bible Study meets on October 30.

around bethesda
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“Instruct them to do as many
good deeds as they can and to
help everyone.Remind the rich to
be generous and share what they

have.” – 1 Timothy 6:18

October has been a fairly quiet
month at Bethesda. We continued
with our Meet and Greet and were

able to meet some families on Main
Street. On October 31, we partici-
pated with the Preston Ministerium
at the annual Trunk or Treat event.
We gave out lots of candy and
church information. Our Sunday
School classes began again this
month and the Contemporary Ser-
vice moved back inside the building
since the weather has been turning
cooler.
For the month of November we

look forward to celebrating thankful-
ness with our families. Bethesda

currently has one special activity
planned for themonth of November.
We are looking forward to Paint
Night on November 18 at 6:30 p.m.
Come on out and paint a cute winter
scene. $25.00 covers all you need
for this fun-filled event. We will also
be providing Thanksgiving dinners
to Preston Elementary School fami-
lies. Keep watch for information
about helping a Preston Elementary
School family with Christmas gifts
as well.

Community
Corner

with Kari Farnell

around bethesda

Trunk Or Treat

Top: a panoramic view of the line at this
year's Trunk or Treat. Above: Pat and
Ray Zepp (left), and Mary Cheezum
(right), give out candy.
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special report: bethesda a

Grace-filledReconsideration from the Peninsu-
la-Delaware Conference Board of Trustees
In the latter days of June, the Peninsula-

Delaware Conference received over 100 letters
from individual churches, all using thesame form
letter, requesting to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church under the 2020 terms estab-
lishedby theGeneralConferenceand theConfer-
ence Board of Trustees. Many of these churches
had never expressed any prior interest or made
notice of an intent to disaffiliate.
The Board of Trustees has prayerfully dis-

cerned the situation. We regret that we did not
givemore notice of the updated policy prior to its
implementation on July 1, 2022. In order to allevi-
ate any further harm tochurches thatwereunpre-
pared for the increased fiscal responsibility, the
board will relax its grandfathering requirements
and make the following compromise:
Any church who sent notice to its Superinten-

dent prior to July 1, 2022, will be allowed to follow
the2020 requirementsaswell asparticipate in the
activity-based discernment. They will not be as-
sessed a value of their real property.
All churcheswho request disaffiliation after Ju-

ly 1, 2022, will be required to follow the updated
policy effective July 1, 2022.
If you have questions regarding these policies,

please contact your District Superintendent. If
you have questions for the Trustees, please con-
tact Charles Emery, Chair.
Wecontinue to encourageour brothers andsis-

ters in the Pen-Del Conference to have the mind
of Christ in all the ways we speak and act in
covenantal community. May we focus our time,
energy, and resources on building up the church
in order to build a world of liberating love for all
God’s children. Theseare thewayswehonorGod
and live into our calling as disciples of Christ.

Your servants in Christ,
The Peninsula-Delaware Conference

Board of Trustees

LETTER FROM PEN–DEL
CONFERENCE TRUSTEES

WHAT'S NEXT?
The recent, surprising capitulation by the Pen-

Del Conference Trustees over church disaffilia-
tion (see adjacent column) is cause both for cele-
bration and recommitment: celebration because
we (andmanyotherPen-Delchurches)areable to
follow our conscience without threat of financial
ruin by our bishop; recommitment, because the
way ahead will be busy and challenging.
Beforewe embark upon this new journey, let us

be clear: no one among the church leadership
desired or sought to leave the UMC. Rather, the
UMC, with its increasingly wayward leadership
and refusal to follow its own rules, has left us. It
is a grievous thing towalk away from thedenomi-
nation that has fostered us for almost fifty-five
years, but under the circumstances it is the only
thing we – and thousands of other Methodists,
here on the Shore and across the country – can
do in order to preserve the doctrines and polity
we believe in. In the end, the Gospel is all that
matters, and Bethesda will continue to preach it
in themanner that JohnWesley, Francis Asbury,
and all the others in our tradition prescribed, for
as longasshe is able,withorwithout an "umbrel-
la" Methodist denomination for us to belong to.
So, where do we go from here? In the next cou-

ple months, Bethesda will begin the process of
disaffiliation as laid out by Paragraph 2553 of the
UMC Book of Discipline, and as amended by the
Pen-Del trustees. Be on the lookout in the near
future for notifications about forthcoming infor-
mational meetings. We expect to begin the dis-
cernment process before Christmas, and intend
to complete all the requirements set for us by the
end of March 2023. In the meantime, if you have
questions you can direct them to Pastor Paul or
to Susan McCandless.
Despite the uncertainties, the way ahead is

clear. We are praying that this process, however
unwelcome, will afford Bethesda new opportuni-
ties and a new lease on life. We hope you feel the
same, andwill recommitwith us asweembark on
a new era of ministry in Preston.

The Administrative Council
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As we look forward to new life after separating from
TheUnitedMethodistChurch, let’s reviewseveral posi-
tive changeswewill experience in theGlobalMethodist
Church. These changes address many of the issues
that have corrupted our life and ministry together in the
past and seek to establish healthy boundaries while
placing more authority with the people in the pews.

Accountability of Bishops
In the GMC, Bishops will have term limits. They will

have to be “re-elected” and when they have completed
their service time, they will go back to the local pas-
torate. Our current system in the UMC elects Bishops
for life. Like Supreme Court Justices, they have no ac-
countability through re-election and have been able to
“rule” as they see fit. In the new denomination Bishops
will be held accountable by clergy and laity, not other
bishops.

Lower Apportionments
TheGMC is committed tomaintaining amuch smaller

and less bloated denominational structure. Thismeans
that local churches will not be required to fund such
enormous overhead. Currently in the Peninsula-
Delaware Annual Conference, apportionments are cal-
culated by accessing the local church’s expenses as a
share of the approved conference budget, resulting in
churches forwarding 10+% of their funds to undergird
denominational structures. This is a top-down ap-
proach that requires the local church to fund an ever-
growing conference and general church budget. The
GMCwill fundour connectional systembyutilizingwhat
the local church can afford and adjusting the confer-
ence and general church budget accordingly.
In fact, the GMC has made a commitment to initially

only asking for 1 percent of a local churches operating
income to contribute to annual conference expenses
and denominational structures for a total of 2% of what
the local congregation receives in tithes and offerings.

Apportionments will be capped in the future with 1.5.%
going towards general church expenses and 5% fund-
ing the annual conference.

Local Church Authority
The GMC will exist to support the local church rather

than the other way around. This gives the local congre-
gation greater flexibility to be inministry whereGod has
called them.
The GMC will continue to have episcopal authority in

the appointment of pastors and will not have a “called”
system where the local church “hires” a pastor. The
denomination will vet and license pastors to ensure
consistency in Wesleyan theology and doctrine. How-
ever, the local church will have much more say in its
selection of pastors, rather than having to accept
whomever the Bishop sends.

No Trust Clause
In the GMC, local churches will own their property

outright. It will not be held in trust for the Annual Confer-
ence. This will ensure that if, for whatever reason, a
local congregation no longer wants to be affiliated with
the Global Methodist Church, they will be allowed to
leave the denomination with no strings attached.

Flexibility in Structure
Not all churches are the same and neither are Annual

Conferences for that matter. At both the local church
andAnnualConference level, organizationswill beable
to structure themselves in a manner that meets their
needs.Thiswill providenimbleness for theorganization
to serve the needs of the people rather than creating an
overloaded and cumbersome bureaucracy that is wor-
ried about serving itself.
These are just a few reasons we look forward to affili-

ating with the Global Methodist Church and praise God
for this new movement of the Holy Spirit.

Your Pen-Del WCA Board

and the umc disaffiliation
The Global Methodist Church at a Glance

As we contemplate what the future will look like in the aftermath of disaffiliation, we continue to explore alterna-
tives to theUMC, including thenewly formedGlobalMethodistChurch (GMC).The followingdigestwasprepared
by the Peninsula-Delaware Conference chapter of the Wesleyan Covenant Association as a primer on that
denomination.
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MEMOIR OF THE REV. WILLIAM BISHOP.
William Bishop was a native of Worcester county,

Eastern Shore, Md. Of the precise time of his birth we
have not been informed, but believe from good authori-
ty it was in or about the 70th year of his natural, and in
the 43d of his itinerant life, that this amiable man, and
minister of Christ, finished his work and went to his
great reward.
Brother Bishopwas, we think ourselves authorized to

say, a goodman, morally and radically good, for during
his long itinerant life, no charge of any thing unmanly,
ungenerous, or unchristianlike, was ever preferred
against him; and such was his unaffected piety, zeal,
diligence and success in his high calling, that nonewho
knew the man and his conversation could reasonably
doubt his purity of motive, in taking upon himself the
Christian ministry, or deem him in error, when he ap-
plied to himself the saying of St. Paul "unto me who am
less than the least of all saints is this grace given, that
I should preach."
The time of his becoming an Itinerant, and the various

appointments he filled, the minutes of Conference do
shew. To a brother he said some time previous to our
last annual Conference, long as the Jews journeyed in

the wilderness, so long have I been an effective Itiner-
ant, and have nowmade upmymind to ask for a super-
numerary relation, which he did, and his request was
readily granted. It was at the house of his friend, Col.
William Hewlett, near Easton, Md. on the 22d June,
1834, that this veteran of the cross ceased at once to
work and live.
When he arrived at the house of his friend, the day

previous to his death, he appeared to be in usual health
and spirits, which for his age were generally good. On
the 22d, after supping and praying with the family, and
stepping into the porch, he was suddenly taken ill and
called for help: all possible human help was given, but
his work was done, and in less than one short half hour,
his spirit broke loose from the clay tenement, and was,
we doubt not, escorted by beneficent angels to the bo-
som of Abraham.

Philadelphia Conference Minutes (1835)

Ed. Note: Rev. Bishop also served as Presiding Elder
(the equivalent to today's District Superintendent) in
1819.

Rev. David Best, the subject of this memoir, was a
native of Ireland. Of his early history we possess no
extensive knowledge; but according to our best infor-
mation, he remembered his Creator in the days of his
youth, and joined the Wesleyan Methodist Society in
the land of his nativity. When about 22 years of age, he
emigrated to this country, and in 1801 was admitted on
trial in the Philadelphia Annual Conference, and ap-
pointed to Newburgh circuit, in the State of New York.
He subsequently filled various appointments with hon-
or to himself and profit to the people, until, in the spring
of 1835, he yielded to increasing infirmities, and ob-
tained a supernumerary relation, and continued to
preach as his health permitted. He was warmly at-
tached to the doctrines and discipline of the Methodist
E. Church, and heartily engagedwith herministers and
members in spreadingpeaceandprosperity throughall
her borders. He was aman of strongmind, sound judg-

ment, and unflinching firmness in the cause of truth. As
a preacher he was of more than ordinary talents, and
according to his ability, declared the whole counsel of
God. Many, we believe, will shine as stars in his crown
of rejoicing, and praise the Rock of their salvation, that
they were directed by his preaching to the sacrifice of
Calvary. His last illness was painful and protracted, but
he bore it withChristian resignation; andwhen happy in
the love of God shed abroad in his heart by the Holy
Ghost given to him, and exulting in the clear prospect of
a glorious immortality, he met the King of Terrors with
fortitude and triumph; and finished his earthly career on
the23dofDecember, 1841, in the41st year of his itiner-
ant ministry, and about the 67th of his age, leaving an
affectionate wife and seven children to mourn his loss.

Philadelphia Conference Minutes (1842)

This month we present short biographies of some of Bethesda's earliest ministers, for whom, alas, no portraits
Bethesda for appointment years 1797-1798, 1814, and 1828; Rev. David Best, (ca. 1774-1841), who served in
published in the Philadelphia Conference minutes.
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MEMOIR OF THE REV. LOTT WARFIELD.
The Rev. Lott Warfield, the subject of this memoir,

was born in Frederick county, Maryland, on the 28th
July, 1778. In early life he joined the American Navy as
a midshipman, and after acquitting himself with honor,
to his profession and his country, he retired from the
service in 1801. In the gay circles of fashionable
dissipation, urged onwards by exuberant spirits and a
ready wit, he was suddenly arrested by a painful
conviction that hewas a sinner, exposed to thewrath of
God. Impressed with a deep sense of his sin and
danger, he fled to lay hold on the hope set before him
in the gospel, and diligently sought and obtained the
remission of sins by faith in Jesus Christ. He soon after
united himself to the Methodist Episcopal Church, in
which, after giving evidence of the sincerity of his
religious profession, and his talent for usefulness, he
was in 1806 licensed to exhort. Having exercised his
gift in exhortation acceptably and profitably for two
years, he was, in 1808, licensed to preach; and in 1813
ordained Deacon.
In 1815 be was admitted on trial as a travelling

preacher, by the Philadelphia Annual Conference, and
in 1816 ordained Elder. He laboured two years as an
Itinerant with considerable success and then located.
In 1822 he again joined the Conference, and travelled,
successively, Milford, Somerset, Dorchester, Queen
Ann's, Kent, Talbot and Caroline Circuits, with his
accustomed zeal, in all of which he was generally
beloved, and eminently useful to many. The
Conference of 1832 appointed him to labor onCaroline
Circuit. With his accustomed zeal he entered upon the
duties of his charge, and continued his indefatigable
efforts to promote the high object of his mission until
some time in autumn, when, in going from Easton,
where his family resided, he was attacked with
paralysis, which enfeebled his body, and so affected
his mind, as to disqualify him for some time for
ministerial labor. He was, however, partially restored,
and afterwards preached occasionally.
By the Conference held in Newark, New Jersey, in

April last, which he attended, his name was put on the

superannuated list. He returned home from theConfer-
ence, and on the 12th of May last attempted to preach
in the Methodist Episcopal Church, Easton, Md., from
Eccles. viii. 11.
When he had nearly gone through his subject, he

paused, and requested the congregation to bear with
him a fewmoments, as he felt ill. He then sat down two
or threeminutes, after which he closed his sermonwith
a few remarks, and asked the brethren to sing a few
verses of a hymn, after which he dismissed the
congregation with the usual benediction as he sat,
being deprived of the use of his right side so that he
could not kneel. Two of the brethren then went to him
in the pulpit. As they approached he held out his hand
and said, with a smile, "Do not be alarmed or affrighted,
the Lord has blessed me; I had as soon die here, and
in this way, as any where, my soul is happy, glory be to
God! Hallelujah! Glory!" These, with similar
expressions, he continued to utter until his voice was
gone.
He was then taken from the pulpit, and conveyed to

his house in a close carriage, where he continued to
linger in great pain until the Saturday following, being
unable to speak, when his immortal spirit took its flight
to realms of bliss.
Thus lived and died Lott Warfield, a man full of faith

and the Holy Ghost. With a heart formed for friendship
and all the domestic virtues, he united the lion-like spirit
of a true soldier of the cross; he knew how to wield the
shepherd's crook and
the warrior's sword, to
suffer or to triumph
with his Lord — he
lived a saint, and died
a hero on the field of
battle — "With all his
honors thick upon
him."

Philadelphia Con-
ference Minutes
(1834)

are known to exist. They are, in order of earliest date of service: Rev.WilliamBishop (ca. 1764-1834), who served
1810; andRev. LottWarfield (1778-1833),whoserved in 1832. Thesebiographiesare transcribed fromobituaries
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Immanuel's congregation wel-
comed its seventh pastor, Rev.
Floyd P. Duff, on April 9, 1967. Duff
was a driving force in the completion
of the church's educational building,
making a case to the congregation
for its necessity, and raising money
from parishioners to pay for its con-
struction. Geiger Hall, named in
honor of Duff's predecessor, was
dedicated in February 1968.
As in the rest of the nation, the late

1960s proved to be a time of uncer-
tainty at Immanuel. In spite of its
steady expansion during the
decade, the church struggled with
doctrinal matters, as well as the
proper positions to take on social is-
sues of the day. These worries per-
sisted into the1970sandbeyond, as
Immanuel, like all mainline Protes-
tant churches of the era, adapted to
rapidly changing political and social
forces reshaping the United States.
The 1970s beganwith a change of

pastor, with the departure of Rev.
Duff in October 1971, and the instal-
lation of Rev. Clarence E. Budke on
March 5, 1972. During Budke’s pas-
torate, the debt from Geiger Hall
was significantly reduced, and, in
1975, the church bought its present
pipe organ and chimes. The congre-
gationalsoundertookanexpensive,
but necessary, restoration of its
stained-glass windows, which, after
almost twenty-five years, were in
rough shape. Rev. Budke also
brought national attention to Im-
manuel in April 1975, when he deliv-
eredaprayer to theHouseofRepre-
sentatives.
Budke left Immanuel in Septem-

ber 1978, and was succeeded by

Rev. Robert C. Klemm on February
11, 1979. Klemm brought several
lasting changes to the church. He
established an altar guild, oversaw
the transformation of the church
cloakroom into a nursery, and
pushed for installation of air condi-
tioning in the Sanctuary. He also
helped establish the Lutheran Mis-
sion Society in Cambridge. A strong
advocate for change at Immanuel,
Klemm called for acceptance of
sometimes controversialmeasures,

such as voting rights for female
churchmembers, and new styles of
worship.
Perhaps Klemm's most lasting

legacy, however, is Immanuel's
Nursery School, the establishment
of which he championed in 1979. In
its nearly forty-five years of
operation, the school has prepared
hundreds of area children for entry
into the public school system. Many
local people today owe their
formative educational experiences

A Brief History

From left: Revs. Floyd P. Duff, Clarence E. Budke, and Robert C. Klemm

Immanuel
Lutheran Church

Above: Immanuel Lutheran Nursery School, 1983 class picture – includ-
ing your editor (back row, third from left). Facing page: clips from the

Congressional Record of May 8, 1975.
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to Klemm's forward-thinking vision.
In August 1981 Klemm left Immanuel to take a new pulpit in

Massachusetts, and the church was without a resident pastor for a year.
His successor,Rev.DonaldH.Krompart, tookoffice in July1982.Hewould
become Immanuel’s longest-serving pastor since Rev. Schuette. Rev.
Krompart's tenure coincided with some big changes at Immanuel.
Krompart departed from custom by purchasing a house instead of living in
Immanuel's parsonage, so the latter was sold, and became a private
residence. Church polity also experienced a major revision, with women
finally gaining voting rights and access to formal leadership roleswithin the
congregation. Women's participation at Immanuel was in a state of flux
more generally. Since the church's venerable Ladies’ Aid Society met
during the day, working women found it difficult to attend and take part. In
1989, these women formedWomen in God’s Service (WinGS), beginning
a successful ministry that is still going strong today.
Pastor Krompart retired in 1995, andwas succeeded in quick succession

by Rev. Walter R. Steele, a seminary graduate who was ordained and
installed at Immanuel in July 1995 and left to join the Navy as a chaplain
in 1997, and Rev. Neal E. Anderson, who was installed later that same
year. Theearly 2000sweredifficult times formainlineProtestant churches,
and, like Pastor Klemm before him, Anderson’s tenure occasioned some
soul-searching about Immanuel’s ministry and destiny. After he left in
2005, Immanuel had a vacancy for four years – the longest in its history –
during which time Rev. Edwin Thress served as Interim Pastor.
Since 2009, Immanuel's most recent two pastors, Rev. Thomas Becker,

who served until 2015, andRev.DavidCasey-Motley, whoarrived in 2017,
have guided the church and congregation as it has found its footing for the
twenty-first century. Immanuel has a proud history and a bright future, and
we at Bethesda salute her on the occasion of her 125th anniversary. Long
may her congregation continue to preach the Gospel to Preston!

Top row, from left: Revs. Donald H. Krompart, Walter R. Steele, and
Neal E. Anderson. Bottom, from left: Revs. Edwin Thress, Thomas

Becker, and David Casey-Motley
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Trust in the Lord with ALL your heart, lean not on your own
understanding and He will direct thy paths. ~ Proverbs 3:5-6

What a worthy piece of advice! One we should use each day, both
individually and collectively.
With the change in seasons, our church, too, is experiencing many

changes: the contemporary service moving back indoors, the chapel
re-opening, the continuing work towards disaffiliation, Advent soon
upon us, and a renewed call to communal prayer and Bible study in
the new year. We are working hard, and that is good. But all these
efforts need to be placed in our Father’s loving hands in order to
ensure that we are continually moving in the right direction.
Trust is THE foundational stone in any form of relationship, and

trusting relationships are the most important thing in our lives. Our
understanding and wisdom is not nearly as deep and perfect as we
would like to think it is. Our truest direction will always come from the
Lord who made us and who made this church.
Remember the words of that old hymn? When we walk with the

Lord, in the light of his word, what a glory he sheds on our way!While
we do his good will, he abides with us still, and with all who will trust
and obey.
This autumn, let us all strive to reconfirm our hope and trust in the

one who makes all things possible.
Pastor Paul
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