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This month shall be unto
you the beginning of months:
it shall be the first month

of the year to you.
Exodus 12:2



2

The Monthly Newsletter of
Bethesda United Methodist Church

Editor: Eric A. Cheezum

Mail signed submissions to:
PO Box 147, Preston, Maryland 21655

Or via email:
newsletter@prestonbethesdaumc.org

Submissions deadline: fifteenth of each month.

© 2023 Bethesda UMC, All Rights Reserved. No
part of this publication may be reproduced without

the prior written consent of the editor.

Main Office

Pastor's Office

coming events
January
4
10
13
16
17
20
24
28
31

February
7
11

Community Prayer & Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
"Stay or Go" Video, 6:30 p.m.
Movie Night, "Luca," 6:30 p.m.

Bowl Painting Event
Living Faithfully Book Study, 6:30 p.m.
Paint Night, Fellowship Hall, 6:30 p.m.
Living Faithfully Book Study, 6:30 p.m.

Free Soup Day, details TBA
Living Faithfully Book Study, 6:30 p.m.

Living Faithfully Book Study, 6:30 p.m.
2nd Annual Toy Show

Fire Hall, 9:00 to 3:00 p.m.

T – F, 12:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Phone: 410-673-7538

Email: office@prestonbethesdaumc.org

Office Hours: M – Th, 10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Home Visitations: F, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone: 410-673-7538
Email: pastorpaul@prestonbethesdaumc.org

Jo Benner, Admin. Asst.

Paul Lewis, Pastor

Contemporary Service

Sunday School/Nursery

Bible Study

Traditional Service

OFFICE & CONTACT INFO

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

We are here to pray for you! If you would
like to put a prayer request in the bulletin,
contact Pastor Paul or the church office by
the first of each week.

9:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hall

9:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hall

11:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hall

Words of wisdom for this New Year...

Just Keep It to Yourself!
By Charlotte Nickerson Morris

If you’re tempted to express your opinion on things,
just keep it to yourself.

If you think you know ‘cause you’ve been there before, just
keep it to yourself.

If you want to protect someone else from heartache,
just keep it to yourself.

No one wants to hear what you have to say,
so, keep it to yourself.

Keep it within – don’t dare let it out.
Bite your tongue if you must – hold your breath ‘til it bust.

Stick your head in a hole – don’t dare tell a soul,
Anything that you feel or think,
Unless it’s to a well-paid shrink.

Just keep it to yourself!
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Join us for another paint night on
January 20, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. As
usual, the charge is $25, and that
fee covers all supplies for the night.
Pre-register at this link: https://
forms.gle/wLq8uUniZZGBNsQR7

news & notices

Sign up to paint a bowl on Jan-
uary 16, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Regis-
ter with this link: https://forms.-

gle/2eiPjx9CKurRR5VEA. Times-
lots are limited!

Contact Susan McCandless
with questions:

susanmccandless10@gmail.com

Along with other requirements,
there are two prerequisites that in-
terested congregation members
must complete during the disaffilia-
tion process:
• Viewing the two-hour video,

"Stay or Go."
• A book study, Living Faithfully:

Human Sexuality and the UMC.
I propose to use Tuesday nights in

January and February to fulfill these
obligations. We will have a showing

of the video on Tuesday, January
10, at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. The book study will follow on
successive Tuesday nights at 6:30
p.m., beginning January 17. We
shall go through the book a chapter
at a time.Thereare four chapters, so
the study will take place on January
17, 24, 31, and February 7. If you
have any questions, please call or
visit me at the office.

Pastor Paul

Bring in
Supplies All

Through January!

DISAFFILIATION NEWS & SCHEDULE

Join us for our
FreeMovieNight
Friday, January 13

6:30 p.m.

Benefits

Bethesda
United

Methodi
st Churc

h

TOM CHEEZUM MEMORIAL
Toy & Train Show
Saturday, February 11, 2023

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Firehouse, Preston, Maryland

Questions? Want to Rent a Table?
Get In Touch!

Toy Show@prestonbethesdaumc.org •
410-673-7538

WEEKLY INCOME • DECEMBER 2022
Service
Date
12/4
12/11
12/18
12/25

Attendance
9:00 11:00
13 20
12 25
13 20
Combined 12

Plate
Total*
$98

$1,229
$130
$10

Pledge
Total*
$2,082
$204
$1,750
$728

Weekly
Total
$2,180
$1,433
$1,880
$738

•Weekly income required to meet budget: $2,810
•Average weekly income as of this month: $1,505
*indicates total from both services

https://forms.gle/wLq8uUniZZGBNsQR7
https://forms.gle/wLq8uUniZZGBNsQR7
https://forms.gle/2eiPjx9CKurRR5VEA
https://forms.gle/2eiPjx9CKurRR5VEA
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around bethesda

Lighting the
Advent Wreath

A good time was had by all: the ladies of the church at their
Christmas party. Front row (kneeling), from left: Lisa Brown,
Charlotte Morris (with Charlie Parker), Brenda Baker. Middle
row, from left: Mary Cheezum, Joyce Cohee, Wanda Prothero,
Pat Zepp, Patsy Lord. Back Row, from left: Donna Lane, Isabel
Brannock, Sandy Bailey, Cheryl Michael, Nancy Seaman.

Above: food bags donated to families at Preston Elementary.
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Christmas Poinsettias: above, the Sanctuary altar on Christmas morning, as decorated by Cheryl
Michael. Right: Peggy Dashiell and Pastor Paul show off a couple of this year's flowers.

Our inaugural escape room event
was alot of fun, and helped get ev-
erybody in the mood for Christmas.
Teams competed to answer ques-
tions about the nativity. Afterwards,
everybody made a depiction of the
nativity using snack foods, and the
best work won a prize! We were re-
ally thrilled to have youth in the
church for this fun event.
Pictures, clockwise from top left: our
nativity scene prizewinner; one of
the nativity scenes made out of
snack food; one of our teams gath-
ering materials for their scenes.
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around bethesda

Scenes
from
the

Pastor Paul
and Suzy
smile for the
camera while
serving hot
cocoa at
Preston's
Christmas-
Daze event.
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In all things I have shown you that
by working hard in this way we

must help the weak and remember
the words of the Lord Jesus, how
he himself said, "It is more blessed

to give than to receive."
Acts 20:35

December was another busy
month for Bethesda. We welcomed
in the Christmas holiday by hosting
aGingerbreadBashonDecember 2
and 3. Participants were offered two
different sign-up days to bring family
and friends to assemble Ginger-
bread Nativity scenes and to play a
couple games. We had a total of
twenty-twopeople (six families)who
participated and built Gingerbread
manger scenes. That same week-
end, Bethesda made a visit to the
PrestonTownOffice todistributehot
chocolate and popcorn at the town's
ChristmasDaze event.
On December 9, we continued ex-

ploring thenativitywithaNativityEs-
cape Room experience. A group
of four teenagers participated
(and someadults, too!) Partic-
ipants were given clues to
search for around the Fel-
lowship Hall and Sunday
School rooms. In each
space they had to
solve puzzles in or-
der to be given the
clue to find the
next puzzle. Af-
ter all the
searching was
finished, par-
t i c i p a n t s
showed their
creativity by

using snacks to design an object or
person that they learnedaboutwhile
figuring out their puzzles.
On December 11, the town of Pre-

ston held its annual Christmas Pa-
rade, andBethesdaset upa tableon
the sidewalk in front of the church to
hand out free hot chocolate and
Bibles to passersby. We also rang
the tower bell at the open and close
of the procession. The church was
also active this month in collecting
Christmas gifts for a family at Pre-
stonElementary and our elf, Donna,
was busy putting together twelve
food baskets for Preston Elemen-
tary as well.
The year 2023 will start off with no

less activity. We are planning two
paint events, school supply collec-
tion, movie night, and a free soup
day. For the whole of this month, we
will collect items for Colonel
Richardson Middle School. Our
movie night will be January 13. On
January 16, we will host a painting
party for bowls for the Empty Bowls
Fundraiser, which benefits Food for
Learning in Caroline County. You
can comepaint a bowl for free; if you
wish to purchase it later, there is a
$20 cost. All bowls will be fired and

used in the county fundraiser. Use
this link to register: https://forms.-
gle/2eiPjx9CKurRR5VEA. Contact
Susan McCandless with questions:
susanmccandless10@gmail.com.
Oursecondpaint eventwill beheld

on January 20, when we will host
another Paint Night! The cost to
paint abeautifulwinter sunset scene
is $25.00, which includes all you
need to paint, plus some snacks.
Proceeds from this event are split
between Alzheimer’s Longest Day
Walk and Bethesda United
Methodist Church. You can pre-reg-
ister using the link on page 3, or
email me (kari21632@yahoo.com)
or Susan McCandless.

Finally, a Free Soup Day will
be held at the church on

January 28.Weare ask-
ing congregants to

prepare soups to
serve to the
public on this
day. More in-
formation re-
lating to this
event will be
coming soon.
B e t h e s d a

looks forward
to serving the
Preston com-
munity in2023!

Community
Corner

with Kari Farnell

from the church leadership

Our hot cocoa table at the parade.

Toys donated to the family at PES

https://forms.gle/2eiPjx9CKurRR5VEA
https://forms.gle/2eiPjx9CKurRR5VEA
mailto:susanmccandless10@gmail.com
mailto:kari21632@yahoo.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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United Methodist

Church
P.O. Box 147

Preston, Maryland 21655

NEW DAY, NEW YEAR, NEW BEGINNING
Have you ever wondered why January 1 starts the new year? As

usual, we can thank the Romans. The modern calendar was more or
less established in 700 BC by the Roman king Numa Pompilius, who
added January andFebruary to the year, displacingMarch as the first
month of the year. It was not until 153 BC that January 1 was made
the official start of theRomanyear. In 46BCJuliusCaesar introduced
what we call the Julian calendar which, with some modifications, we
still use today. In 1582, PopeGregoryXIII revised the calendar again,
this time to include leap years. The change helped realign various
events with the seasons, but not everyone adopted it, at first. Britain
and its colonies (including America) waited until 1752 (before then,
they celebrated New Year’s Day on March 25!); China adopted it in
1912. Some countries, like Ethiopia, still don't follow it.
The Christian Church begins its year on the first Sunday of Advent

(a Latin word meaning "coming" or "arrival"), four Sundays before
ChristmasDay, December 25. In the NewTestament, "Advent" is the
term used for the Second Coming of Christ. So the season of Advent
anticipates the "coming of Christ" from three different perspectives:
the physical (Bethlehem), the spiritual (the reception of Christ in our
heart), and the future hope of the Second Coming of Christ. By the
timeweget toJanuary1ofanewyear,Christendomhasalreadybeen
celebrating for a month! Are you ready for your New Beginning?

Pastor Paul

FRO
M THE PAUL-PIT


