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The devil took him to a very

high mountain and showed him

all the kingdoms of the world

and their splendor. “All this I

will give you,” he said, “if you

will bow down and worship

me.” Jesus said to him, “Away

from me, Satan! For it is

written: ‘Worship the Lord

your God, and serve him only.’”
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Main Office

Pastor's Office

T – F, 12:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Phone: (410) 673-7538

Email: office@prestonbethesdaumc.org

Office Hours: M – Th, 10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Home Visitations: F, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone: (410) 610-8111
Email: pastorpaul@prestonbethesdaumc.org

Jo Benner, Admin. Asst.

Paul Lewis, Pastor

OFFICE & CONTACT INFO

coming events
February
3
7
11

12

17

21

22

24

25

April
9

Super Bowl pizza orders due
Living Faithfully Book Study, 6:30 p.m.

2nd Annual Toy Show
Fire Hall, 9:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Super Bowl Sunday Fundraiser
3:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Paint Night
Fellowship Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Fellowship Hall, 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Ash Wednesday Service
Fellowship Hall, 7:00 p.m.

Movie Night ("Luca")
Fellowship Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Free Soup Lunch
Fellowship Hall, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday
Services TBA

We are here to pray for you! If you would
like to put a prayer request in the bulletin,
contact Pastor Paul or the church office by
the first of each week.

Sunday Services

Contemporary
9:00 a.m.

Fellowship Hall

Traditional
11:00 a.m.

Fellowship Hall

Wednesday Service

Prayer & Fellowship
6:30 p.m.

Fellowship Hall

Sunday Classes

K-12 Sunday School
9:00 a.m.

Classrooms

Adult Bible Study
10:00 a.m.

Classrooms

SERVICE & CLASS SCHEDULE

ON THE COVER: Versuchung auf dem Berge (The
Temptation of Christ), by Hans Thoma (1839-1924).
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Order your Superbowl Pizza & Wings and support
Bethesda United Methodist Church – raise some

money!

Pizzas

Wings (only sold with pizza order)

Flavors: Plain, Buffalo, Old Bay, Bbq
Pick 1: Ranch or Blue Cheese

Order by phone at 410-829-3854, or online at
https://superbowl-2023.square.site.

Orders are due February 3.

16" Cheese
16" Pepperoni
16" Sausage

10
20
30
40
50

Join us for another paint night on
February 17 at 6:30 p.m. As usual,
the charge is $25, and that fee cov-
ers all supplies for the night. Pre-
register at this link: https://form-
s.gle/h5WK2Dso3uLcgRnW7

WEEKLY INCOME • JANUARY 2022
Service
Date
1/1
1/8
1/15
1/22
1/29

Attendance
9:00 11:00
Combined 25
11 23
14 20
14 22

n/a

Plate
Total*
$118
$163
$200
$788
$185

Pledge
Total*
$1,575

$9,102.89
$2,715
$941
$1,050

Weekly
Total
$1,693

$9,265.89
$2,915
$1,729
$1,235

•Weekly income required to meet budget: $2,810
•Average weekly income as of this month: $3,617
*indicates total from both services

At the toy show on February 11
(see page 6), we will be offering a
“Snack Table." Donations of baked
goods are requested. Just SINGLE
PURCHASE items such as cookies,
krispy treats, brownies, etc. that can
be wrapped individually and sold at
a modest price. No large cakes or
pies. The bake table is a huge earn-
er at the Peach Festival, and we are
hoping to replicate that success at
theToyShow. If you have any ques-
tions, contact Donna Lane or Susan
McCandless.

$18
$20
$20

$15
$25
$35
$45
$55

NEWS & NOTICES

This year's Pan-
cake Supper is
February 21, from
5:00 to 7:00 p.m.,
with entry by do-

nation. If you can help out, or
would like to donate towards
supplies for the supper, contact
Donna Lane by February 19.

LENT EVENTS

Ash Wednesday ser-
vice will take place on
February 22 at 7:00
p.m., in the Fellowship
Hall.

BAKE TABLE

https://superbowl-2023.square.site
https://forms.gle/h5WK2Dso3uLcgRnW7
https://forms.gle/h5WK2Dso3uLcgRnW7
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AROUND BETHESDA

From left: Julia Yuker, Nancy Seaman, and Diane Wallace Williams show off the bowls they painted during
this year's Martin Luther King, Jr. service day.

WELCOME ABOARD: NEW MEMBERS JOIN BETHESDA!

Two newmembers joined the congregation last month: Lisa Brown (above left), and Nancy Seaman (above right,
with Pastor Paul). Lisa and Nancy have both been attending Bethesda for awhile, and we are thrilled they have
have them made their relationship with us official!
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PAINT
NIGHT
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Then I heard the voice of the
Lord saying, "Whom shall I

send? And who will go for us?"
And I said, “Here am I. Send

me!" Isaiah 6:8

2023 started out with a bang at
Bethesda. We “ran” right into the
new year with activities and out-
reach. For the entire month of Jan-
uary, we collected school supplies
for Colonel Richardson Middle
School.Anicecollectionofone-sub-
ject notebooks, pocket folders, and
pencils were delivered to school by
Pastor Paul.
Our planned movie night did not

work out this month as we sched-
uled it against an activity at Preston
School that we did not know about.
We will try again in February.
There were two paint events in

January. On the 16th, folks from the
community painted bowls for the

Empty Bowls fundraiser for Food for
Learning in Caroline County. Ap-
proximately twenty-five people at-
tended. Just a few days later,
Bethesda was painting again. We
joined with the Omicron chapter of
the ADK sorority to host another
paint night. Fifteen painters created
winter sunset scenes. Proceeds
from the eveningwere split between
the church and the sorority, which
sends a donation to support
Alzheimer’s research.
On January 28, we hosted a Free

Soup Day. Members of the congre-
gation prepared pea, chicken noo-
dle, andvegetablesoups,alongwith
chili, for our event. While we did not
have the turn out we had hoped for,
wewereable to serve soup to sever-
al folks. Suzy Staehlin even made a
chili delivery to the local EMS sta-
tion. Thanks to all who prepared
soup for this event, as well as those
who helped to serve, and those who
came to eat.
For February, we have another

jam-packed month planned. First
and foremost forFebruarywill be the
Second Annual Tom Cheezum

Memorial Toy and Train Show. This
event will be held on February 11
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the
Preston Fire House.
Another paint night is planned for

February 17 at 6:30 p.m. Sign up
early at https://docs.google.com/
f o r m s / d / 1 z s J 5 e Z C h Y -
wDNhSuo2j8JIs0HVKHaEA4-
P l 5 X X b R F G I S E / e d i t ?
ts=636ea1a0, as seating is limited
to twenty-five people, and I have a
feeling thismonth’s paintingwill bea
popular one!
The latter part of the month is

when it really gets busy. February
21 will be our annual Shrove Tues-
day pancake supper from 5:00 to
7:00 p.m., followed by an Ash
Wednesday service the following
evening at 6:30 p.m. On Friday,
February 24, we will make a second
attempt to show the Disney movie
“Luca” and the following day will be
another Free Soup Day. We will
need some soup chefs to volunteer
for this day as well. Additionally, we
can use a few extra hands that day
to serve the folks that come for soup!

Community
Corner

with Kari Farnell

At left – soup day staff, from left:
Lisa Brown, Charlotte Morris,
Pastor Paul, Kari Farnell, Donna
Lane, Erica Insley. Above, the sign
out front says we are open for
business!

FROM CHURCH LEADERSHIP

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
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So now it begins. Again.
In the 1740s John and Charles Wesley began the movement that

we know today as Methodism.
From that time until now the Methodist church has gone through

a multitude of changes, both in its name and how it functions and
occasionally even in some of its core beliefs. Now, we are experi-
encing a "disaffiliation" – but that word is really a misnomer for
what is occurring. We’re not leaving anything, we are simply stay-
ing true to what God has said, and what was set in motion by the
brothers Wesley.
After having studied various other denominations, I can not think

of any other denomination that has "re-created" itself in so many
ways over so many years. We are blessed here in Preston that our
church has preserved so much of the character of how it began in
1785. Yes, there have been changes here in Preston. But looking
back and looking ahead, the changes have brought this church to
a closer realization of what it means to be like Christ and to labor
as Christ would have us labor.
I am very proud of the inclusivity of action and diversity of

thought in our church. We love to the best of our ability. And we
show our love best in our actions and outreach.
These days may be the last days of man. Let us, as a congrega-

tion, help to make them some of the best days for our church as
we continue to work steadily toward a closer walk Christ.

Pastor Paul

FRO
M THE PAUL-PIT


