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Very truly I tell you, we
speak of what we know, and
we testify to what we have

seen, but still you people do not
accept our testimony.
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Main Office

Pastor's Office

T – F, 12:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Phone: (410) 673-7538

Email: office@prestonbethesdaumc.org

Office Hours: M – Th, 10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Home Visitations: F, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone: (410) 610-8111
Email: pastorpaul@prestonbethesdaumc.org

Jo Benner, Admin. Asst.

Paul Lewis, Pastor

OFFICE & CONTACT INFO

coming events
March
24

25

30
31

April
2
6

7
9

15

29

Movie Night: "Ferdinand"
Fellowship Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Soup Day
Fellowship Hall, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Bell Practice, 6:00 p.m.
Paint Night

Fellowship Hall, 6:00 p.m.

11:00 a.m. Service returns to the Sanctuary
Seder Meal

Fellowship Hall, 7:00 p.m.
Bell Practice, 6:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday Services

Sunrise Service: Choptank Marina, 6:30 a.m.
Traditional Service: Sanctuary, 10:00 a.m.

Handbell Workshop
Sanctuary, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.

Walk for Water

We are here to pray for you! If you would
like to put a prayer request in the bulletin,
contact Pastor Paul or the church office by
the first of each week.

Sunday Services

Contemporary
9:00 a.m.

Fellowship Hall

Traditional
11:00 a.m.

Fellowship Hall

Wednesday Service

Prayer & Fellowship
6:30 p.m.

Fellowship Hall

Sunday Classes

K-12 Sunday School
9:00 a.m.

Classrooms

Adult Bible Study
10:00 a.m.

Classrooms

SERVICE & CLASS SCHEDULE

On the cover: "Christ Instructing Nicodemus," by
Jacob Jordaens (1593-1678).

Tune intoMPT onMarch 20 at 9 p.m. in order to see
our very own Danny Morris making his acting de-
but! Danny's vintage carswere used in a documen-
tary on nurses called "AKA Legend In Service."
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SERVICE
TIMES

Sunrise Service
Choptank Marina
6:30 a.m.

Traditional Service
Church Sanctuary
10:00 a.m.

As we prepare for
EasterSunday, join
us for a traditional
Passover celebra-
tion on Thursday,
April 6, at 7:00 p.m.

WEEKLY INCOME • FEBRUARY 2023
Service
Date
2/5
2/12
2/19
2/26

Attendance
9:00 11:00
14 22
14 21
15 16
12 20

Plate
Total*
$160
$436
$120
$94

Envelope
Total*
$1,385
$420
$2,005
$2,195

Weekly
Total
$1,545
$856
$2,125
$2,289

•Weekly income required to meet budget: $2,810
•Average weekly income as of this month: $2,880
*indicates total from both services

NEWS & NOTICES

Bethesda and the Omicron
Chapter of ADK will have a
paint night on March 31 at
6:00 p.m.As usual, the cost is
$25, which fee covers all ma-
terials and snacks.

HOLY WEEK EVENTSMOVIE NIGHT • MARCH 24 • 6:30 PM

Easter Flowers
6" Easter lilies $9.50

6" tulips, hyacinths, and daffodils
$7.50 each

Forms for purchase are in the
weekly bulletin. Please turn in the
form and money to Donna Lane

by March 26.

Bethesda will hold another Soup
Day on March 25.We are in need
of donations of soup or chili for
this event. Contact Kari Farnell if
you can help.
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AROUND BETHESDA

The Second Annual
Tom Cheezum Memorial

Toy & TRAIN Show!
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This article, by Tom McCall, was first pub-
lished in the Star-Democrat on February 15,
2023.

Toys ranging from plush baby dolls to toy
trains to StarWars figurineswere on display at the

second annual Tom Cheezum Memorial Toy and
Train Show at the Preston Fire House on Saturday,
Feb. 11.Cheezumwas rememberedasahardworking
farmer who loved to tinker with trains at night. His sons
were back in the kitchen rolling hot dogs and flipping
scrapple Saturday morning. The show was a fundrais-
er for the Bethesda United Methodist Church in Pre-
ston.
Although there were children with that starry, Christ-

masmorning look in their eyes as they got themagic of
a smokingmodel train enginegoingdown the track, the
majorityweremucholdermenwith amore transaction-
al look in their eyes. There were bargains to be struck
among the rows of toys and trains. There were even
groups, like the Delaware Seaside Railway Club, with
members inmatching denim shirts. Visitors came from
Kent Island, Crofton, Mardela Springs and Selbyville.
Outside the firehall therewasa roughly25-foot trailer

with a giant flap that opened to reveal three tiers of train
tracks chock full of moving trains. These guys arrived
at 6:30a.m. to set becauseyouhave toput all the trains
back on the tracks once the trailer stops moving.
Hayley Burris from Mardela Springs said, “This is a

train trailer. It is not like a normal train set. We take this
to train shows like Preston. The adults like it, but the
kids get ecstatic.” William Lemon said, “I told my dad
that we should have a mobile unit, and this is what I

bought. I had
this trailer de-
signed and
built. We have
six trains run-
ning right now.
Garden scale
and five O scale
(di!erent widths
of track). We
have combat
trains, 9/11 and
the Florida East

Coast. We have Preston trains. The best part of this is
having fun. Everyday is Christmas.” They even had

commemorative trains with photos of family members
departed.
Lemon had

an enthusias-
tic helper with
an authentic
train engi-
neer’s hat. He
was a big man
who was hav-
ing a lot of fun.
“‘Big Sexy,’
my mom calls
me that, so you have got to call me that,” he said.
The train trailer was the first thing visitors encoun-

tered at the show. Walking in guests paid a fee at the
door to enter. The smell of hot dogs and hamburgers
cooking filled the air, and rows and rows of people
selling toys were visible in a big hall.
Eric Cheezum is Tom’s son. He organized the show

as a mid-winter fundraiser for Bethesda United
Methodist Church. “It is a fundraiser for the church.
Withmy father,wegrewup following thecircuit of these
toy shows.Hepassedaway in2019.Wedidn’t just play
with toys as kids, we collected and curated them. You
catch that sickness of collecting. Then once you have
enough income to support it...” Eric said. “The guys
fromMardela Springs are doing it all for free.When the
kids comeand see the layouts andhaveagoodexperi-
ence, that iswhat it is all about,” headded. “Dad farmed
in Preston for 60 years. He was a hard, strong, and
tough man. The toys symbolized the whimsy that un-
derpinned a lot of his outlook on the world. He liked the
intricacies of Lionel engines and repaired them in his
own time.”
Eric’s brother Tom teaches music at Colonel

Richardson High School. He was busy in the kitchen
flipping burgers and placing orange American cheese
onto steaming scrapple patties. “It is a labor of love and
something we do to honor dad and remember the
things we did with him. It is nice to have a show to
recognize that,” Tom said.
A trainmerchant in the back had three tablesworth of

model trains for sale.Hewas very good friendswith the
late TomCheezum. “At least two times a week I would
call him, and we would talk about trains. He had so
much knowledge about trains. I miss him like crazy,”

From left: Tom Cheezum, Walt
Coulbourne, and Eric Cheezum.

"Big Sexy" and his layout.

TOY, TRAIN SHOW CELEBRATES CHEEZUM, BENEFITS CHURCH

continued next page
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Why should we observe Lent?
This 40-day season of repen-
tance and reflection that begins
on AshWednesday has three im-
portant purposes. Lent helps us
STOP, LOOK, and LISTEN.
We observe Lent because it

tells us to STOP and rest awhile
— and to stop sinning. Lent tells
us to LOOK inward for an honest
self-examination, to look upward
to see the cross of Jesus with
healing and love, and to look for-
ward to the hope of theResurrec-
tion. And we observe Lent be-

cause it tells us to LISTEN — to the voice of God, the
words of Christ and the movement of the Holy Spirit.
STOP, LOOK and LISTEN! These commands that

are so crucial for travel safety are also important for our
journey through Lent.

AROUND BETHESDA
said JohnGomeljak of Crownsville. “I am heremost-
ly for fun, but if I make a little money that is OK too.

O-gauge re-
lated equip-
ment for
trains iswhat I
sell. I first got
into trains
when I was 6
years old.
1953. Tru-
man was
President. I
like the peo-
ple I meet at
these shows.
They are real-
ly down to
earth. It is a
shame be-
cause the
younger gen-
eration is
more into
computerized
stuff.”
That was a

theme heard
over and over
among the
train people,
that they
wished more
young people
were there.
There was a

team in the back with the gleaming red fire engines.
They had on matching denim shirts. Chris Carr of
Millville spoke for The Delaware Seaside Railroad
Club. “We are a 501(c)(3) andwe use the hobby and
fun of model railroading with mechanics and elec-
tronics and table building to teach STEM skills in the
schools,” Carr said. The club also does tours of their
workshop with disabled vets, and they have their
own train and toy show at the Roxana Firehouse on
April 29.
While all the trains circled around their little neigh-

borhoods,GideonBibleswere being given out at the
beginning, middle and the end.

Top: John Gomeljak makes a sale.
Middle: watching the trains go by on
the Railroad Club layout. Bottom:
exploring some of the day's wares.
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Order
Up!

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
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AROUND BETHESDA

Scenes from recent servicesatBethesda.Topof page:membersof the
11:00 service attempt to make good choices on February 19! Left
column, top: Erica Insley and Pastor Paul lead singing in the 9:00
serviceonFebruary 5. Left column, bottom:MollieRudrow, of Interfaith
Partners for theChesapeake, speaksabout her organizationonFebru-
ary 26. Above: A shot from Bethesda's Ash Wednesday service on
February 22. The attendance at the service was unusually large this
year, and included many friends from local churches. It was a wonder-
fully reverent service, and we are glad everyone joined us.
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For I was hungry and you gaveme
food, I was thirsty and you gave me
drink, I was a stranger and you wel-
comed me. (Matthew 25:35)

Our February Outreach had some
highs and lows. We started out high
with our 2nd Annual Tom Cheezum
Memorial Toy and Train Show. Al-
though attendance did not seem as
high as last year, those who did at-
tend seemed delighted. One at-

tendee had come even come from
Baltimore!
An illness outbreak around the

time of the Toy Show sidelined alot
of our volunteers, and demanded
that we cancel some of our other
planned activities in February. How-
ever, by the time Shrove Tuesday
rolled around, enough folks were
well that we were able to hold one of
our longest-running Community
events: the Shrove Tuesday Pan-
cake Supper. Although attendance
was not as high as last year, the at-
tendees had food and fun, and
through their donations we made
over $700!
The following evening Bethesda

held an Ash Wednesday service
and had 21 folks in attendance. It
was a really meaningful event that
prepared us well for Lent.
For March we have a few stan-

dards planned. On March 24, we
plan to have a Movie Night; we are
showing "Ferdinand." The following
day, we plan to hold another Free
Soup Lunch and wewill need volun-
teers to make soup and volunteers
to serve. Finally, ourmonthofMarch
will end with another Paint Night
event, this time beginning at 6:00
pm. As always, $25.00 covers all
supplies/snacks for each painter.
Come on out for our March events

and see what Bethesda is doing!

Community
Corner

with Kari Farnell

FROM THE CHURCH LEADERSHIP

FROM THE PAUL-PIT (cont.)
Many churches, and here I should say clergy, from local pastors to

bishops, have watered down the testimony of Scripture and the God-
ordainedpractices of theChurch. Touseapair of homespunmetaphors:
the kind of bait used determines the kind of fish caught. Or, more pro-
saically, what youwin peoplewith iswhat youwin them to. After decades
of appealing first and foremost to whatever peoplewant, and trimming to
whatever they think, we’ve essentially discipled a generation that will
only follow a Church that leads where they want to go.
In every age, a true and real Christianity finds much to critique as well

as to affirm. If we aren’t willing to challenge the sacred cows of our day,
if we aren’t up to preaching what some would call the "weird stuff" of our
faith, like Satan, sin, and repentance, we will find (and are already find-
ing) that no one is interested in what we have to say because we aren’t
saying much worth hearing.
Our embodied and relational nature, which requires an embodied and

relational salvation, is one of those things. Thus, the author of Hebrews
warns his readers not to "forsake gathering together as is the habit of
some.” And thus, when Paul sought to explain the relationship between
Christ and the church, he invoked the marriage relationship: the love
between a husband and wife, symbolizing the love Jesus has for His
Bride. The profound “mystery” to which Paul refers is the total union
(body and soul) between the Savior and His saved people.
Our lives in Christ are just as physical as marriage. If you wouldn’t try

a purely virtual relationship with your spouse, you shouldn’t try a virtual
relationship with Christ or His people. Both require and deeply involve
our bodies. Unless limited by a health issue, Christians should always
choose pews over couches. And churches should choose the truth
claims and practices of Holy Scripture over social media.
Portions of this article are by John Stonestreet and Shane Morris, and

were originally published by breakpoint.org on February 16, 2023.

Consider
Consider the lilies of the
field whose bloom is brief:
We are as they; like them
we fade away, as doth a

leaf.

Consider the sparrows of
the air of small account:
Our God doth view
whether they fall or

mount, he guards us too.

Consider the lilies that do
neither spin nor toil,
Yet are most fair: What
profits all this care and all

this coil?

Consider the birds that
have no barn nor harvest-

weeks;
God gives them food:
Much more our Father
seeks to do us good.

Christina Rossetti
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OnFebruary 12, AmyHorne, execu-
tive director of CASA, delivered a talk
about her organization. CASA has
many events coming up where you
can support its worthy efforts!

CASA ofAROLINE
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Bethesda
United Methodist

Church
P.O. Box 147

Preston, Maryland 21655

Couches over Pews?
Today, the COVID-19 pandemic and associated lockdowns seem,

at least tomost of us, likeanextendednightmareof yesterday.Howev-
er, some of the ways that our lives changed have stuck with us. For
example, more people now work from home and will never go back to
full-time commuting, nor do they want to.
Another change, one even more consequential for individuals and

our society, is the large-scale exodus from in-person church services.
According to recent research, though nearly all houses of worship had
resumed regular, in-person services by this time last year, disappoint-
ingly fewChristians had actually returned. There’s the church, there’s
the steeple, open the door…but where are the people?
Apparently, large numbers of people who once identified as Chris-

tianshavedecided theyno longerneed toattendchurch.WhileCOVID
may have been the impetus behind this exodus, the root causes are
preexisting and gomuch deeper. ToomanyChristians think of church
as they would an event, concert, or TED Talk – as optional experi-
ences that can just as easily be consumed remotely.
Much is behind these shifting numbers. First and foremost, God

continues to prune and winnow His Church, seeking the health of His
Beloved. The broader cultural shift away from truth claims and any-
thing that smacks of traditional morality has only intensified in recent
years. And, we should at least consider the possibility that the decline
inbothnumbersand influence is, at least in part, a self-inflictedwound.

FRO
M THE PAUL-PIT

continued on page 9


