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First, let me repeat what I’ve said 
previously…how appreciative I am for your 
warm welcome as I start learning more and 
more about the church and each of you as 
individuals.

I do have a favor to ask. If you know of 
anyone who is in need of pastoral care, 
please either phone me – 410-690-3393 – 
or e-mail me – k2wc@verizon.net.  I want to 
be as attentive to these needs as I possibly 
can be, but I don’t know unless someone 
tells me. My intuitive powers are not that 
great.  And don’t think: “Oh, he must already 
know.” I’d rather hear about it 2 or 3 times, 
than not at all.

I enjoyed both the fellowship and the food 
with some of you at the Peach Festival.  We 
were blessed with perfect weather and good 
conversation. Who could ask for anything 
more!?

With September here, our program year fires 
up. Choir is already rehearsing, preparations 
for opening Sunday School are under way 
and – I’m saving the most exciting for last – 
our 225 anniversary celebration - which will 

culminate in a gala worship service on 
Sunday, October 17, at 10:30 a.m.. The 
History Commission is hard at work to make 
this a memorable time. I’m looking forward 
to it all, if only because I’ve never been the 
pastor of a congregation that’s 225 years 
young!  Which goes to show that there’s 
always something new in store for pastors 
even after they’ve served 50 years!

I think the theme chosen for the celebration - 
"Rededication In a Time of Adversity" - is 
“right on.” While we want to celebrate a 
unique and glorious  heritage – my jaw still 
drops every time I read that state historical 
marker on the street corner – still, the poet 
James Russell Lowell had it right when he 
wrote: “new occasions teach new duties….”

So as the church begins to buzz with anticipa-
tion and excitement, let’s all invite an 
unchurched friend or relative to join with us. 
After all, all those who have studied what 
makes a church grow list a personal invitation 
from someone they know as the number one 
reason for being there. This is a bit humbling 

for us preachers who sometimes think we 
are the main reason. But it’s true.

As we prepare to sing “happy birthday, 
church,” let us all expect that God has a 
wonderful future in store for Bethesda. For 
without expectation, we will fail to recog-
nize the blessing when it appears.

Grace and peace,

Bill CruikshankBill CruikshankBill CruikshankBill Cruikshank
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Now that autumn has more or less arrived, it 
is time to get back to having Dinner at Six! 
We’ll start out this season of our covered-
dish-and-program series with two very 
special speakers from Barratt’s Chapel, in 
Frederica. Barratt’s Chapel is the archival 
repository for the Peninsula-Delaware 
Conference, and does a fantastic job both 
preserving and interpreting the history of the 
Methodist Church on the Shore. If you 
haven’t visited Barratt’s, I encourage you to 
do so. Few places will put you so directly in 
touch with our denomination, and with the 
world of Revolutionary America. To have 
that resource only an hour or so away from 
Preston is a real blessing.

Our two distinguished speakers will be 
Barbara Duffin and Philip Lawton. Ms. Duffin 
is the curator of Barratt's Chapel & Museum. 
She is also a teacher/librarian in the Milford 
School District.  She earned her B.A. from 
Judson College, her B.S.Ed. From Kent State 
University, and her Master of Instruction 
from the University of Delaware.  She also 

has completed librarian certification and 
archiving workshops.  She is active in the 
Delaware Geographic Alliance, and is a 
Certified Lay Speaker of the Peninsula-
Delaware Conference. She will speak on the 
important work going on at Barratt’s.

Dr. Lawton is the Conference Historian of 
the Peninsula-Delaware Conference, and the 
pastor of the Felton-Viola United Methodist 
Church. He earned his B.A. from 
Westminster College (PA), his Th.M. from 
Boston University, his M.A. from Trinity 
College (CT), and his Ph.D. from the Catholic 
University of America. He has served eight 
years on the General Commission on 
Archives and History, and presently is an 
officer of both the Northeast Jurisdiction 
Commission and the Historical Society of 
The United Methodist Church. Dr. Lawton 
will discuss the life and times of Ezekiel 
Cooper, an itinerant minister prolific in the 
nineteenth century, and a native of Caroline 
County.
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Please join us for this very special Dinner at 
Six, and show your support for the fine 
work Barratt’s is doing. Remember, without 
Barratt’s much of the history available to us 
for the anniversary simply would not exist!

See you on the 23rd!

Eric CheezumEric CheezumEric CheezumEric Cheezum

The trustees ask that everyone remove 

any personal items they might have left in 

the church, and that committees properly 

store all their belongings in appropriate 

areas. In preparation for the Anniversary 

and Homecoming, the church will be 

cleaned and straightened up. Any clutter 

leftover during this process will be dis-

posed of.

In this IssueIn this IssueIn this IssueIn this Issue
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My Bethesda MemoriesMy Bethesda MemoriesMy Bethesda MemoriesMy Bethesda Memories

We moved back to Maryland from El Paso, 
Texas in 1974. One of our priorities was 
finding a church so we could all get back 
to our regular routine of attending Sunday 
school and worship services. Jack was a 
member of Bethesda since childhood so 
we started to attend there. Lots of family 
and friends and a warm welcome from Rev. 
Pittman and the congregation. Soon we 
were busy helping with Sunday school 
classes and also attending Sunday school in 
Mr. Howard Harris’s and Aunt Lerew 
Engle’s class – then Queenie Lomax and 
the Seekers class. We really liked Bethesda 
and I transferred membership from St. 
Mark’s Church, Jack reaffirmed his mem-
bership, and Laurie was baptized and later 
became a member when she completed 
confirmation classes.

What a busy church with Mrs. Etta Dukes 
and Mrs. Mildred Coulbourne running the 
kitchen and singing in the quartet with 
Mrs. Ruth Kleinwachter and Mrs. Marge 
Ford. There were dinners, talent shows and 

many celebrations with the congregation par-
ticipating in all the activities.

Over the years the church has seen many 
changes in ministers, organists, choirs, and in 
the congregation as members passed away 
and new members joined church. The inte-
rior of church building has been improved 
from time to time plus the front of the 
church building rearranged to accommodate 
the ramp and the newest improvement 
outside – the spacious new parking lot. So 
many things have changed, but the tin ceil-
ing, lovely lights, and the beautiful windows 
remain the same along with the sense of 
peace and belonging we experience here.

There are so many times when a sermon or a 
hymn touches our hearts in a new way or we 
read or hear scripture read, and it sheds new 
light on God’s word and we are blessed anew. 
There is a real sense of being where we are 
meant to be – right here, worshipping at 
Bethesda.

Dot and Jack LaneDot and Jack LaneDot and Jack LaneDot and Jack Lane

 Starting Sunday, September 12 September 12 September 12 September 12 - 
Worship returns to 11 a.m. 

 Tuesday, September 14September 14September 14September 14, 7pm: 
Administrative Board meeting

 Sunday School Begins September 19September 19September 19September 19.

 On September 19 September 19 September 19 September 19 there will be a 
Welcome luncheon for Rev. and Mrs. 
Cruikshank, after Worship. Covered-dish. 
Questions, ask Donna Lane.

 Be sure to put Dinner at Six    on 
September 23 September 23 September 23 September 23 on your calendars. We 
will be hosting a very special history 
program after dinner that evening!

 Tuesday, September 28September 28September 28September 28, 1:30 p.m.: 
Women of Bethesda meeting in 
Fellowship Hall.

     Tuesday, September 28September 28September 28September 28, 7pm: Finance 
Committee meeting

 Sunday, October 17, 10:30 am-noonSunday, October 17, 10:30 am-noonSunday, October 17, 10:30 am-noonSunday, October 17, 10:30 am-noon: 
Bethesda's 225th Anniversary 
Celebration. Covered Dish dinner will 
follow.

 Saturday, October 23Saturday, October 23Saturday, October 23Saturday, October 23: CRHS 
Homecoming Parade. Let's get a 
committee together to build a float!

 Saturday, November 20 @ 9am:Saturday, November 20 @ 9am:Saturday, November 20 @ 9am:Saturday, November 20 @ 9am: 
Christmas Bazaar - handcrafts, baked 
goods, floral arrangements, jams, jellies. 

News BriefsNews BriefsNews BriefsNews Briefs Letter to the EditorLetter to the EditorLetter to the EditorLetter to the Editor
Church Contribution Pledge Cards – To Church Contribution Pledge Cards – To Church Contribution Pledge Cards – To Church Contribution Pledge Cards – To 
Be or Not to Be?Be or Not to Be?Be or Not to Be?Be or Not to Be?

Since we’ve been members of Bethesda, 
there is a matter of business that has 
bothered us. How can the church finance 
committee plan a yearly budget if there is 
nothing signed stating the dollar amount 
and intentions of the church members?

The pledge card has been a part of our 
giving in all of the previous churches 
where we were members. It helped in our 
giving accountability and because we 
gave weekly it also acted as a reminder to 
us when we used the numbered church 
envelopes. Yes, we should tithe, but 
whether we tithe or just give a certain 
amount we should be willing to state an 
amount and sign something indicating 
our intentions of financial support to the 
church. Our pledge cards should be taken 
to the altar to be prayed over as is our 
weekly collection on Sundays.

This is just our idea but one we feel 
should be considered at some point in 
time.

Thank You,

Wanda and Doug ProtheroWanda and Doug ProtheroWanda and Doug ProtheroWanda and Doug Prothero
[The Bugle encourages healthy debate on local and 
universal church issues. Correspondents should feel 
free to submit their thoughts via email or paper; all 
submissions must be signed.]

God’s GraceGod’s GraceGod’s GraceGod’s Grace 

When Eric asked me to write a testimony for the 

Bethesda Bugle quite a while ago, I thought it 

would be easy, boy was I wrong.  It’s easy for 

me to be funny, to make light of things, but not 

easy to be serious.  And stage 3 lung cancer is 

serious.  

On August 31st last year I received a call from 

my doctor telling me that I had a spot on my left 

lung.  It went from one spot to three spots on 

the left lung, one spot on the right lung and one 

spot on my esophagus.  I also had a lump on the 

left side of my neck, which turned out to be 

nothing.  

My first reaction was shock and silence.  Next 

came anger at myself for having smoked all my 

life, then came fear and dread.  I have always 

been blessed with excellent health, all the usual 

childhood things, broken bones, measles, etc, 

but nothing serious.  Because of my history 

with excellent health, I never thought I’d get the 

“Big C.”  I know, foolish.  

Prayers went up for me every day, every step of 

the way!  Family, friends, co-workers, Bethesda 

family and strangers asked my Lord to protect, 

soothe and heal me, to guide the surgeons’ 

hands.  To say I breezed through chemo, 

surgery and radiation, is the absolute truth, I 

did.  

I have become a much more committed believ-

er.  How could I not?  I had stage 3 lung cancer 

and have been cured.  My Lord Jesus has healed 

me and given me life, yet again!  I’ve had the 

opportunity to witness to unbelievers/fence sit-

ters.  I’ve seen my family’s faith become stron-

ger.  I’ve felt the love of every person in this 

church.  I am a truly blessed woman.

Judy NoelJudy NoelJudy NoelJudy Noel

My TestimonyMy TestimonyMy TestimonyMy Testimony

Attention veterans Attention veterans Attention veterans Attention veterans 
and families of and families of and families of and families of 

veterans!veterans!veterans!veterans!

In honor of Veterans' Day, we would like to 
do a special celebration in November of 
congregants who have served in the Armed 
Services down through the years. If you 
were a veteran, or if you know someone in 
the church who served, please submit a 
picture along with their name, rank, branch 
of the military, and dates of service. 

Newsletters from Bethesda's past, all issues 
are welcome, of any era, kind, and quality. 
We will accept donations, or make copies 
if you wish to keep the originals. 

Want to receive an 
electronic copy of the 
Bugle every month? 
Drop us a line with 
your email address and 

we'll add you to our mailing list. 
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Bethesda History NotesBethesda History NotesBethesda History NotesBethesda History Notes

Saturday afternoon April 17th 1875

Building Committy [sic] met: J.E. Douglass, W.W. Williamson, H.F. Willis, & J.B. Fletcher present. E.T. Moore 
absent.

J.E. Douglass in the chair. Subscriptions produced amt. of sum $1463.00 with cash in hands of Treasurer included.

Moved, seconded & unanimously carried by the committy [sic] to Build a new church, 38 x 56 feet half Gothic all 

round with steeple & C.1

Committee met on 27th and opened2 proposals to Build said church & awarded contract to Messrs. Mannus, Fisher, 
& Co. to build said church for the sum of three thousand & eight hundred dollars to be completed & painted with 

three coats paint all ready for use.3

Notice gave [sic] on 10th day [of] July to sell at public auction the old M.E. Church on 17th at 4 o’clock P.M.

Same was sold on Saturday & purchased by Jas. E. Douglass for the sum of one hundred & sixty-eight (168) dollars 
(sale cash).

On Saturday August 14th the Old M.E. Church (Bethesda) commenced to separate by Mr. T.F. Cox4 removing 

Seating, Pulpit, windows. Gallery of residents to be taken out of way for New Church at early date as possible.5

Corner Stone laid on Sabbath 12th Sept 1875 Collection taken – with subscription list, amount of paid & unpaid 
sub. that day was $1024.22.

1 - “& C.” is almost certainly an older form of the 

abbreviation for “et cetera.” Today we would 

use “etc.” It is not immediately clear what style 

the committee intended by the term “half Goth-

ic,” but the language of this exchange implies 

that the members discussed the subject in some 

detail – enough so that there was no need to re-

state it.

2 - This might read “offered,” but “opened” 

seems more likely in the context.

3 - “All ready” seems wrong, but appears to be 

the correct phrase.

4 - Thomas F. Cox (c.1846-1924) was a black-

smith and had a shop on the current Bishoff 

property, near Preston Ford; the site was owned 

at the time by none other than James E. Doug-

lass. In June 1875, shortly before he was hired 

to tear down Bethesda's original structure, Cox 

married L. Annie Harris. Harris was the sister of 

James Willet Harris, a trustee at Bethesda at 

this time, and the great-grandfather of Gene 

Harris (see issue five's History Notes). The Cox-

es and their daughter are buried in the Bethes-

da Cemetery (PH 148).

5 - Although the transcription is correct, this 

clause doesn’t make a great deal of sense. 

“Separation” is a strange way of conveying that 

the church was “torn down,” or even “moved 

from the premises,” so it’s not clear what actu-

ally happened – although the removal of fix-

tures suggests one or the other is the correct 

interpretation. Due to the paucity of punctua-

tion in the original document, it is unclear 

whether the “gallery” was another fixture to be 

removed (and thus a part of the sentence pre-

ceding it), or a new subject entirely. I have cho-

sen the latter. The gallery mentioned probably 

refers to the one erected as an addition to the 

front of Frazier’s Chapel in 1849. This structure 

created a balcony overlooking the church floor 

from which blacks, presumably both free and 

enslaved, could join in worship services. It is a 

mystery why this section, particularly, should be 

noted as needing immediate removal in order to 

make way for the new structure. I suspect that if 

we had just one really good picture of the origi-

nal chapel many of these questions would be 

very quickly answered!

This month’s “Notes” take a slight 
detour away from the trustees, in favor 
of the Bethesda Building Committee of 
1875. Although they appear under a 
specific date heading, readers will 
discover immediately that these 
“minutes” are almost certainly not 
minutes, as such. Instead they seem to 
be either an account written after the 
fact, or a set of addenda appended to a 
set of minutes. Whatever the case, the 
account below provides a brief overview 
of the clearing away of Frazier’s Chapel 
and the construction of our existing 
church. 

In part, these minutes also solve one of 
the great mysteries in Bethesda, and 
indeed Preston, history: namely, what 
happened to the original chapel 
structure? Traditionally, consensus has 
held that Frazier’s Chapel was torn 
down. These minutes do not support 
that conclusion. Nor does the Denton 
Journal, which reported on September 4, 
1875, “The old Bethesda M.E. Church in 
Preston has been torn away to make 
room for the new edifice which is being 
erected by Messrs. Mannus, Fisher & Co.” 
Torn away, not torn down. Likewise, the 
auction notice, reprinted elsewhere in 
this issue, notes the sale of the church, 

not, say, a bunch of lumber resulting from 
its demolition. The purchaser, James E. 
Douglass (see last issue) was the most 
prolific landowner around Preston in 
1875. I think the old chapel was moved 
to one of his many farms and became an 
outbuilding, or even a dwelling. I think it’s 
highly probable that some of our older 
members, now passed away, saw that 
building when they were young, but 
didn’t realize what it was. I could be 
wrong – there’s certainly no evidence to 
support this – but I’ll bet Frazier’s Chapel 
stayed in Preston long, long after we think 
it did, possibly into living memory.
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The 9th Annual Peach Festival was a huge success! Thanks to all those who 

participated to make this event a successful one! From left: Norma and Russell 

Dukes, Joyce Cohee and Mary Jane Cohee prepare food.

Photo courtesy of Margaret Iovino

A Scene from the Peach FestivalA Scene from the Peach FestivalA Scene from the Peach FestivalA Scene from the Peach Festival

The Rise of Methodism in the Lower Part The Rise of Methodism in the Lower Part The Rise of Methodism in the Lower Part The Rise of Methodism in the Lower Part 
of Caroline County, Marylandof Caroline County, Marylandof Caroline County, Marylandof Caroline County, Maryland

By Capt. Chas. W. Wright

The following article was the first of six 
installments published in the Denton Journal 
between December 1930 and January 1931. It 
is reprinted here as it appeared originally, with 
minimal edits and annotation. Although some 
of the information contained within them has 
since been disproven, Wright’s articles remain 
among the best sources available to us on the 
early days of Bethesda.

December 13, 1930

Introduction

Robert Strawbridge came to this country 
from Ireland about the year of 1760, settled 
on a farm between Pipe and Sams Creeks, 
in that portion of Frederick County that is 
now in Carroll County, Maryland. In the 
year of his arrival he preached in his 
dwelling the first Methodist sermon in 
America. Not long thereafter, Phillip 
Embury preached the first Methodist 
sermon in New York City; and Captain 
Webb, a British soldier, is said to have 
preached the first Methodist sermon in 
Philadelphia, and afterwards he became a 
co-preacher with Mr. Embury[,] Mr. 
Strawbridge and others.

The historian was quite right indeed when 
he wrote that Strawbridge the farmer, 
Embury the carpenter, and Webb the 
soldier, all lay preachers, introduced 
Methodism in America.

This "new religion" was unpopular, and, at 
first, looked upon generally with more than 
disfavor. Preachers were often referred to as 
“noisy, pestilential fellows,” while their 
followers were frequently referred to as “the 
scum of all creation.” Even the civil 
authorities of the Province were often loath 
to protect the Methodist itinerant from the 
insults and scourges of these enemies.

No[t]withstanding its being confronted with 
many kinds of opposition, Methodist progress 
was phenomenal. Its first lodgment on the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland was in 1770, after 
Robert Strawbridge preached the first sermon 
at the home of Mr. John Randalls, in Kent 
County. The first society was organized at 
Brother Solomon Hershey’s, afterwards 
worshipping at Log Chapel, then the Manor 

Chapel, finally called Bethesda.1 In the 
meantime, Kent Meeting House was erected, 
and afterwards called Hinson[‘]s Chapel.

William Watters, a native born itinerant, in 
1773, preached in a portion of Queen Anne’s 
and also, the adjoining portion of Dorchester 
which, the next year, became parts of the new 
county, Caroline.

In 1774, Kent circuit included all the territory 
of the Eastern Shore north of the Nanticoke 
River. Choptank Bridge (now Greensboro) was 
given in 1775 the first regular appointment in 
Caroline for preaching, though there was not, 
for many years thereafter, a meeting-house 
erected especially in which to worship.

The section or area hereafter mentioned 
embraced the territory bounded on the 
southward by Hunting Creek to the forks, 
thence up Lower Hunting Creek and Gravelly 
Branch; on the westward by Choptank River; on 
the northward by Fowling Creek, and extending 
eastwardly well up into the Forest or Grubbing 
Neck beyond the head-waters of Fowling Creek.

Reverend Gatch – Judge Dickinson

As David, the Israelite shepherd boy, was armed 
with the spirit, honored and anointed by Saul, 
when he went forth to meet Goliath of Gath, a 
Philistine leader, so was Phillip Gatch armed 
with the spirit, honored and anointed by 
Asbury when he came forth into this portion of 
Caroline county in 1778 to meet the 
opposition to Methodism led by Judge Charles 
Dickinson, a man of affluence and affairs, 
residing on his immense estate, containing 

about one half the lands lying between what is 
now Grove and Harmony. He, in the fall, 1779, 
after speaking vigorously against this “new 
religion,” went to bed, took suddenly ill, and 
died within an hour.

The passing away of Judge Dickinson carried 
much of the feeling against the Methodist 
which was not, however, so intense generally as 
in the adjoining counties where some were set 
upon and even cast into prison for preaching. 
While the Reverend Gatch was the first to 
introduce Methodism in this section, I find 
nothing to show that he succeeded in 
organizing any permanent societies, though not 
laboring in vain but doing much to prepare the 
way for a young Evangel so soon to follow after 
him.

Widow Haskins – Thomas Haskins

Captain William Haskins, son of Thomas and 
Mary Haskins, was one of the five Justices for 
Caroline, sitting in the first Council convened 
at the county seat March 15, 1774. He 
inherited from his father a large plantation 
adjoining what is now Preston and lying 
northward therefrom. The Preston-Bethlehem 
State road now runs through what has been 
recorded for over a century as the “Haskins 

Lands.”2

Mr. Levin Taylor now possesses the portion on 
which the Haskins homestead was located, and 
Colonel Albert W. Sisk, another portion of the 
Haskins plantation. Captain Haskins married in 
1759, Sarah Airey, daughter of Rev. Thomas 
Airey, rector of Christ Church, Cambridge, Md. 
The first born to this union in 1760 was named 

for his paternal grandfather, Thomas.3 The 
father died before Thomas reached his majority, 
and the widowed mother sent him to Dover to 
study law, and while there in 1780 he fell 
under the influence of and was converted to 
the Methodist faith. Then, at the age of only 
twenty years, he began to preach the Gospel.

He returned home and through his influence 
the mother embraced the same faith, and by 
the grace and eloquence of this scholarly young 
convert many others by Evangelism saw the 
light of God’s Divinity as never before, and from 
thence on this portion of the county became a 
fruitful field for the progress of Methodism, and 
Thomas Haskins was the first to be called and 
ordained to preach the Methodist Gospel from 
this section. He also became one of the most 
prominent men ever reared in this section. 
Bishop Asbury spoke of him as “a young man of 
learning and well connected." In 1786 he 
located in Philadelphia, married, and became 
active and influential in religious and business 
affairs of the Quaker City where he and 
Colonel Caleb North organized the Chartered 
fund of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. 
Haskins died in 1816 at the age of 56 years.

1 -That is, in Kent County

2 - This land is what is referred to in last month’s issue 

as “Bennett’s Purchase.”

3 - Dora Mitchell disproved this common belief almost 

conclusively; she argued that Thomas Haskins was the 

Widow Haskins’ nephew. See PH 120.
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Weekly IncomeWeekly IncomeWeekly IncomeWeekly Income
The following figures cover the four 
weeks since the last issue of the Bugle. 
Our average weekly income is $894$894$894$894; 
per capita weekly contributions stand 
at approximately $18.46.$18.46.$18.46.$18.46. Based on our 
average weekly requirement of $1,200,$1,200,$1,200,$1,200, 
our current overall deficit is $11,311$11,311$11,311$11,311. 

Service DateService DateService DateService Date AttendanceAttendanceAttendanceAttendance Tithes and Tithes and Tithes and Tithes and 
OfferingOfferingOfferingOffering

August 22 42   $601.00

August 29 47 $1,690.00

Sept. 5 37   $708.00

Sept. 12 36 $865.00

Circle of ConcernCircle of ConcernCircle of ConcernCircle of Concern

Pictured is the original cornerstone of 
Bethesda; it was removed from the 
foundation, probably in 1903 when the 
church was moved closer to Main Street, 
and currently resides in the foyer area. We 
are fortunate to have a newspaper report 
announcing the laying of this stone:

"The corner stone of the new M.E. Church 
in Preston, will be laid on Saturday, 
September 12th at 10 o'clock. – Rev. C. 
Hill, of the Wilmington Conference will 
assist the Pastor, Rev. Mr. O'Neill, on the 
occasion" (Denton Journal, September 4, 
1875, 3).

Betty Hinnershitz
2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7383

Gloria Trice
21850 Water St
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7339

“Rock of Ages”“Rock of Ages”“Rock of Ages”“Rock of Ages”

September 19—Alyson Farnell
September 26—Alyson Farnell
October 3 - The Johnson
October 10 - The Johnsons

Acolyte ScheduleAcolyte ScheduleAcolyte ScheduleAcolyte Schedule

The following advice was originally published in the Preston News 
on February 19, 1910, and reprinted in the Preston News and 
Farmer on February 15, 1940.*

WHAT TO READ

If you are down with the blues, read the twenty-

seventh Psalm.

If there is a chilly sensation about the heart, read the 

third chapter of Revelation.

If you do not know where to look for the month's 

rent, read the thirty-seventh Psalm.

If you feel lonesome and unprotected, read the 

ninety-first Psalm.

If the stovepipe had fallen down and the cook gone 

off in a pet, put the stovepipe up, wash your hands 

and read the third chapter of James.

If you find yourself losing confidence in men, read 

the thirteenth chapter of First Corinthians.

If people pelt you with hard words, read the fifteenth 

chapter of John.

If you are all out of sorts, read the twelfth chapter of 

Hebrews.

–Bible Reader

*Incidentally, the editor of the Preston News was Charles Harrison 
(1869-1949), who was also the town lawyer, and a very prominent 
member of both the Preston and Bethesda communities. Harrison 
lived with his sister, Ella (1866-1961), in what is now the Bethesda 
parsonage, and operated his law firm out of the present-day 
pastor's office. As a result of a bout with polio, Harrison was 
confined to a wheelchair – hence the distinctive concrete ramp 
that still exists at the parsonage. Bethesda came into possession of 
the Harrison house at Ella's death in 1961. (Special thanks to 
Gene Harris and Margaret Iovino.)

Therefore Jesus also suffered outside the city gate in order to sanctify Therefore Jesus also suffered outside the city gate in order to sanctify Therefore Jesus also suffered outside the city gate in order to sanctify Therefore Jesus also suffered outside the city gate in order to sanctify 
the people by his own blood. Let us then go to him outside the camp the people by his own blood. Let us then go to him outside the camp the people by his own blood. Let us then go to him outside the camp the people by his own blood. Let us then go to him outside the camp 
and bear the abuse he endured. For here we have no lasting city, but and bear the abuse he endured. For here we have no lasting city, but and bear the abuse he endured. For here we have no lasting city, but and bear the abuse he endured. For here we have no lasting city, but 
we are looking for the city that is to come. Through him, then, let us we are looking for the city that is to come. Through him, then, let us we are looking for the city that is to come. Through him, then, let us we are looking for the city that is to come. Through him, then, let us 
continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips 
that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what 

you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

-Hebrews 13: 12-16-Hebrews 13: 12-16-Hebrews 13: 12-16-Hebrews 13: 12-16
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September 2010
S M T W T F S

1
Bugle Submissions 
Due

2 3 4

5 6
Labor Day

7 8
Choir Practice 
7p.m.

9 10 11

12
Services return to 
11 a.m.

13 14
Administrative 
Meeting
7 p.m.

15
Choir Practice 
7p.m.

16 17 18

19
Sunday School 
begins
Welcome Luncheon

20 21 22
Choir Practice 
7p.m.

23
Dinner at Six
6 p.m.

24 25

26 27 28
Women of Bethesda
1:30 p.m.
Finance Committee
7 p.m.

29
Choir Practice 
7p.m.

30

October 2010

S M T W T F S

1
Bugle 
Submissions Due

2

3 4 5 6
NO Choir Practice 

7
History 
Commission 
Meeting 6 p.m.

8 9

10 11
Columbus Day

12 13
Choir Practice 
7p.m.

14 15 16

17
225th Celebration

18 19 20
Choir Practice 
7p.m.

21 22 23
CRHS 
Homecoming

24 25 26 27
Choir Practice 
7p.m.

28 29 30

31
Halloween


