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As I write, the electoral campaign season is 
drawing to a merciful close. During most elec-
tion campaigns, voices rise in both pitch and 
volume as the reasons for voting for one’s 
favorite candidate are articulated. But I don’t 
believe I’ve ever before witnessed the vitriol of 
this year’s campaign. And the words used to 
attack the opposition often stray far from their 
dictionary meaning. I won’t repeat many that 
I’ve heard this Fall, for they fall outside the 
boundaries of civil discourse.  So let’s just con-
sider two of the milder attack words: Liberal 
and Conservative.

Merriam-Webster – my source here – defines 
liberal as “Befitting a man (sic) of free birth 
openhanded and generous.” By this definition, 
Jesus was quite liberal.  While not “of free 
birth” – almost no one was so born in first 
century Palestine – he certainly acted as if he 
were born free. He was, in my opinion, the 
freest person who ever lived because, while he 
had other allegiances, his ultimate allegiance 
was to God. And his generosity knew no 

bounds, especially to those at the margins of 
society: women, the poor, the sick (sickness was 
seen often as ‘moral failure’ in Jesus’ day) to 
name but a few. No problem with using liberal 
to define Jesus.

Now let’s look at the word conservative. Again, 
with Merriam-Webster as my guide, I find that 
conservative means: “One who adheres to tra-
ditional methods or views.” By this definition, 
Jesus was also a conservative. He never aban-
doned his Jewish roots. He quoted his ances-
tors in the faith from Abraham through the 
Hebrew prophets frequently. His first known 
teaching experience was in the synagogue at 
Capernaum, on the northwest shore of the Sea 
of Galilee. His followers called him “Rabbi.” 
Conservative also describes our Lord.

This exercise I’ve taken you through exposes 
the danger of willy-nilly attaching labels to 
people: politicians and ordinary folk, alike. To 
those who want to only see Jesus as a crusad-
ing liberal social reformer, I say: “Yes, but…” To 
those who want to use Jesus solely to bolster a 

long-held opinion that ought be rethought, I 
say: “How can you be sure your position 
would be blessed by Jesus?”

I’ll admit it. I, too, am full of contradictions. 
In worship style, I tend to be traditional; you 
might even say conservative. But I’m also 
anxious to break down illogical barriers that 
have kept and still keep many of God’s 
people from finding their “day in the sun” – 
which some would call liberal. When Joy 
and I were raising our family, we were pretty 
“traditional.” You might say conservative. But 
we are both believers in a liberal education. 
We seek truth wherever we can find it, even 
when harmonizing new truth with tradi-
tional beliefs proves difficult.

So let’s avoid pinning limiting labels on 
anyone. Jesus defied most of the neat labels 
of his time and I believe he would not want 
his contemporary followers so limited.
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Here we are, already a month after our 
225th Anniversary – how quickly time 
flies. The History Commission would 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who helped out in any way to 
make the service happen. What we 
accomplished on the 17th was more 
than a mere celebration: it was the 
rededication of all our efforts to newer 
and higher purposes. What a remarkable 
reminder of the heights even a few 
people can reach when they work 
together in common cause!

It is essential, I think, for all 
communities to stop and take stock of 
themselves periodically. In our post-9/11 
world, when life is so much more 
uncertain than it ever used to be, those 
occasions seem to come less often, while 
the need for them grows greater each 
day. Another such opportunity is fast 
approaching – indeed, will have passed 
by the time this issue is published – for 
us to pause and reflect on our 
community: Veterans’ Day. This holiday, 

which was set aside to commemorate 
the sacrifices made by our Armed 
Forces, takes place November 11. Many 
readers will remember it originally as 
Armistice Day – a commemoration of 
the ceasefire that ended hostilities 
during World War I, on November 11, 
1918. President Woodrow Wilson 
proclaimed Armistice Day a national 
day of reflection a year later, on 
November 11, 1919, and it eventually 
became a holiday. In 1954, Congress 
and President Dwight Eisenhower, 
mindful particularly of the sacrifices 
made by the military during World War 
II, changed the name to Veterans’ Day 
and it has remained so ever since.

Finally, and on an unrelated note, the 
History Commission plans to sponsor 
another Dinner at Six on 12/2. The 
program afterward will be a Christmas 
Carol sing-along. Come on out and get 
ready for the Advent season!
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CHARGE CONFERENCECHARGE CONFERENCECHARGE CONFERENCECHARGE CONFERENCE

Tuesday, December 7, 2010

7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

The meeting is open to all, but only 
church members have voice and 
vote.

Committee chairs are asked to 
submit their reports by 11/28. They 
can be placed in Rev. Cruikshank's 
mailbox in the church office.
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The Women of 
Bethesda are hosting 
their first Bazaar on 
Saturday, November 
20, at 9:00 am.  All the 
money raised will go to 
the church.

In order to make the bazaar a success, 
they need help! They would like the 
church family to make and donate 
articles to be sold. If you make jewelry, 
handcrafts, floral arrangement, jams 
and jellies, Christmas items, or have 
items to donate – please bring them to 
church on Friday, November 19, 
between 9:00 and noon. Also, they 
need baked items for the bake table. 
Donated items that don't sale will be 
returned to you, or can be stored until 
we have a spring yard sale.

The Women also request help at the 
tables to sell items and in the kitchen 
to serve chili and hot dogs on the day 
of the bazaar. 

Please think about what you can 
donate in the way of material, time, or 
talent. Fundraising is an essential part 
of the life of a church, and what better 
way to do it, and celebrate the start of 
the holidays than to join together for 
the bazaar?

Christmas BazaarChristmas BazaarChristmas BazaarChristmas Bazaar

Come join us for thoughtful discussion 
on weekly scripture readings!

Adult Bible Study, 
led by Rev. 
Cruikshank

Every Sunday in 
the Chapel, 9:30-
10:30.
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Who is a Veteran?Who is a Veteran?Who is a Veteran?Who is a Veteran?
Who is a veteran? Before September 

11th it seemed to me to be very self-
evident: anyone who took the oath to 
uphold the Constitution and serve in 
the armed forces of our country.

I was among the more than twenty 
National Guard chaplains from the 
greater Washington, DC who were 
activated to provide support to the 
Army Chief of Chaplains Office which 
had been tasked by the Secretary of 
Defense to provide family support to 
the families affected by the crash into 
the Pentagon. My job was the liaison 
officer between the National Guard 
Bureau Chaplain’s Office and the Chief 
of Chaplains Office. I was able to move 
over the whole operation and see the 
incredible work everyone was doing 
from the crash site to the FBI lab to the 
people providing food to the hotel 

where the families gathered to hear news 
of their loved ones.

In that large room families had set up 
memorials to their loved ones who were 
killed that day. As I moved from one to 
another, it struck me like a bolt of 
lighting. The vast majority are not 
military people. These are civilian 
secretaries: black, Latino and white, 
single and married. They wore no 
uniform but that day they were on the 
front-line. They were veterans!

Happy Veterans Day to all who serve in 
freedom’s cause!

Chaplain (Col.) Ret 
Gary L. Moore

Senior Pastor, St. Mark’s 
United Methodist 
Church

 The Women of Bethesda will be 
collecting non-perishable food for 
the Thanksgiving baskets to be 
distributed to several families that 
Preston School designates. We only 
have a couple of Sundays to collect 
these items, so please start bringing 
in food now!
 The activities committee will once 
again decorate the church with 
poinsettias. You may purchase them 
at $8.50 a piece in memory of a 
loved one, or in honor of someone, 
by contacting Helen Fletcher or 
Shirley Bennett by Nov. 28

News BriefsNews BriefsNews BriefsNews Briefs

The names of Bethesda veterans at right appear on the plaques in the Fellowship 
Hall. Doubtless, this is not an exhaustive list. If you have a name to add, or can tell 
us about any of the people listed, please let us know.
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Bethesda 225th  Anniversary CelebrationRoundupBethesda 225th  Anniversary CelebrationRoundupBethesda 225th  Anniversary CelebrationRoundupBethesda 225th  Anniversary CelebrationRoundup

State Delegates Jeannie Haddaway-Riccio and Addie 

Eckardt, and State Senator Richard Colburn open the 

service with presentations from the Maryland House of 

Delegates, Senate, and Governor’s Office.

Service began with a processional hymn, during which the Bethesda choir 

led in the clergy, including three former ministers, special speaker Rev. 

William Sterling, and current pastor Rev. Cruikshank.

The three former pastors – from left: Revs. Bedell, 

Trail, and Pitsenbarger; see group picture next 

page – and Rev. Cruikshank placed artifacts on 

the altar, surrounding the 1875 cornerstone.

Rev. Cruikshank leads the 

congregation in the Call to Worship, 

Opening Prayer, and Canticle of 

Remembrance.

Church Historian Eric Cheezum talks about the difficult economic climate of the 

1870s, and the struggle church leaders endured to build the current church. He then 

leads a “Prayer for Those We Remember,” during which time the congregation 

called out names of those important to them while the church bell tolled.



4

Tom Cheezum II conducts the Choir, 

Organ, Piano, and the Colonel Richardson 

Middle School Festival Orchestra, per-

forming today’s Anthem, Ralph Vaughan 

Williams’ Old Hundredth Hymn Tune.

Easton District Superintendent 

Rev. William Sterling, Jr. delivers 

the 225th Anniversary Sermon, 

entitled “Offer Them Christ.”

Bethesda Music Director Kari Farnell leads the 

choir during the Offertory Special Music, “The 

Church is an Ark.”

Rev. Cruikshank with three of his predecessors: Rev. 

Harrel W. Pitsenbarger (1963-66), Rt. Rev. Dr. Gary W. 

Trail (1968-72), Rev. Dr. Kenneth Bedell (1979-83).

Members of Bethesda for fifty years or more. From left: Gene Harris, 

Jack Lane, Harlan Davis, Bill Evey, Helen Fletcher, Bill Bennett, 

Shirley Bennett, Tom Cheezum, Jean Wright, Walt Coulbourne.

The Anniversary Luncheon in the Fellowship Hall.

Some shots of the “Bethesda Through the Years” 

exhibit on the Fellowship Hall stage.
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Bethesda held what was probably its first ever blessing of the animals 

service, on October 10. Pictured are the attendees, with their furry 

friends, from left: Helen Fletcher, Gene and Doris Gerlach, Dough and 

Wanda Prothero, Rev. Cruikshank, Eric Cheezum, Judy Noel, Thomas, 

Gillian, and Susannah Cheezum. Picture courtesy of Christy Cheezum.

Blessing of the AnimalsBlessing of the AnimalsBlessing of the AnimalsBlessing of the Animals

Circle of ConcernCircle of ConcernCircle of ConcernCircle of Concern

Judge not, and you will Judge not, and you will Judge not, and you will Judge not, and you will 
not be judged; condemn not be judged; condemn not be judged; condemn not be judged; condemn 
not, and you will not be not, and you will not be not, and you will not be not, and you will not be 
condemned; forgive, and condemned; forgive, and condemned; forgive, and condemned; forgive, and 
you will be forgiven. you will be forgiven. you will be forgiven. you will be forgiven. 

~Luke 6:37~~Luke 6:37~~Luke 6:37~~Luke 6:37~

Pray for the VikingsPray for the VikingsPray for the VikingsPray for the Vikings

WBOC BroadcastWBOC BroadcastWBOC BroadcastWBOC Broadcast

On October 13, in the lead-up to the 225th anniversary celebration, WBOC-TV, Channel 16, invited your editor to Salisbury for a brief segment 

during its noon newscast. The above are two off-air stills from the interview with Kelley Rouse, which covered the history of Bethesda and the details 

of the anniversary service.

Pictured above is Bethesda's entry in the Homecoming Parade on October 23. 

The event's theme was "Vanquish the Vikings," since CRHS was playing the 

Cambridge Vikings that afternoon. We thought Bethesda should offer a more 

welcoming message, so Judy Noel made signs saying "Pray for the Vikings" 

and "Go Colonels," and we threw candy out to the crowd. From left: Judy 

Noel, Rev. Cruikshank, Gillian Cheezum, Susannah Cheezum, Eric Cheezum. 

(Not pictured: Mary Cheezum and Violet Cheezum) 

Want to receive 
an electronic 
copy of the Bugle 

every month? Drop us a 
line with your email 
address and we'll add you 
to our mailing list. 

Weekly IncomeWeekly IncomeWeekly IncomeWeekly Income
The following figures cover the eight 
weeks since the last issue of the Bugle. Our 
average weekly income is $887.39$887.39$887.39$887.39; per 
capita weekly contributions stand at 
approximately $17.91.$17.91.$17.91.$17.91. Based on our 
average weekly requirement of $1,200,$1,200,$1,200,$1,200, our 
current overall deficit is $14,067.48.$14,067.48.$14,067.48.$14,067.48.

Service DateService DateService DateService Date AttendanceAttendanceAttendanceAttendance Tithes and Tithes and Tithes and Tithes and 
OfferingOfferingOfferingOffering

Sept. 19 ?   $761.00

Sept. 26 36 $713.00

Oct. 3 50   $725.00

Oct. 10 35 $501.00

Service DateService DateService DateService Date AttendanceAttendanceAttendanceAttendance Tithes and Tithes and Tithes and Tithes and 
OfferingOfferingOfferingOffering

Oct. 17 145 $2,243.25

Oct. 24 30 $641.00

Oct. 31 40   $752.00

Nov. 7 45 $507.50
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November 2010
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