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Christmas Comes to Bethesda
The Women of Bethesda celebrated Christmas with their annual party and gift exchange, on
December 15, 2011. A delightful time was had by all, and the group thanks Helen Fletcher for
hosting the event again this year. The ladies were especially glad that Betty Hinnershitz could
attend the party this year, and surprised her with a birthday cake and gift.
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Dot Lane (right) presents a Christmas
poinsettia to Gloria Trice. Dot and
Shirley Pryor take poinsettias to shut-ins
every year. This year, they presented five
flowers.

On Monday, December 19, Bethesda distributed
over 100 special Christmas editions of the New
Testament to Preston households. The distributors
included Bill and Joy Cruikshank, Kari and Alyson
Farnell, and Eric Cheezum. Books were placed in
door-hanger bags with invitations to Christmas
services and TGIT, and were placed in the two
developments, and on Williamson Street and Maple
Avenue.

Welcome, New Members!
On Sunday, January 8, Bethesda welcomed five new members into its congregation: mother
and daughter Carolyn Goodman and Glenda Griffin, of Hurlock, Sandy Bailey, Kay Fairbank,
and Kelly Andrew, all of Preston. Bailey, who grew up in Bethesda, and Griffin both joined by
certificate of transfer from Christ United Methodist, in Federalsburg. Andrew, Goodman, and
Fairbank all joined by profession of faith. Andrew is the wife of longtime member Matt
Andrew; Fairbank has been attending Bethesda off and on since she was a child. Bethesda
wishes to extend its warmest welcome to its newest members!
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Lay Leader's Pulpit
On October 22nd and 29th, I attended
Lay Academy at Centreville United
Methodist Church. Some of you know
that my brother, Mark, is pastor there.
Like any good brother, I asked if I could
spend the night at the parsonage! He
and my sister-in-law, Theresa, were very
gracious though, and allowed me to stay
the night on the 21st. You see, I was
already there celebrating Mom's birthday,
and to stay the night and walk over the
next day was a great help. On the 29th, I
rode from home.

The course I took was the study of
Romans. As you can imagine, it's hard to
cover sixteen chapters in twelve hours of
classroom time. Bill Ball, the lay leader for
the Easton district, taught the class. He did
a very good job and is a very good teacher
in general. We went through the book and
discussed certain passages, sharing what
they mean to us.
Some important information from
Romans:
1. We do not gain God's favor by
keeping the commandments. (Romans
3:20)

2. We have all sinned. (Romans 3:23)
3. While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us. (Romans 5:8)
4. The struggle with sin. (Romans 7:1819)
5. Nothing can separate us from the
love of God. (Romans 8:38-39)
There is more but I would encourage you
to find out for yourselves and read the
book of Romans during your devotions.
It's good reading and you don't have to
read it all at once.

Chris Farnell

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
~John 1:1 - 5~

Ad Board Chairman’s Message

Weekly Income
Members and friends have committed $915 a week
in subscriptions to Bethesda. Weekly income is
reported relative to that figure, with a breakdown
of subscription versus general plate income.
Attendance

Plate

Pledges

Total

Dec. 18

55

$423

$1,072

$1,495

Dec. 24

91

$177

$255

$432

Dec. 25

29

$88

$620

$708

Jan. 1

35

$90

$747

$837

Jan. 8

58

$338

$1,351

$1,689

Jan. 15

n/a

$355

$597

$952

Minimum Expected Income (4 weeks): $4575
Actual Income: $6113
Average Attendance, 2012: 49
2011 Yearly Figures
Average Attendance: 49 (2010 figure: 50)
Weekly Average Income: $920.81
(a decrease of $1.03 from 2010)
Per Capita Weekly Contribution: $18.91
(a $0.41 rise over 2010)

As I write to wish each of you an
excellent 2012, I am reminded of all
Bethesda has accomplished this past
year, and wanted to be sure to thank
you for a great 2011. Just to note a
few of our achievements as a
congregation, the things that come to
mind are:
1) A great Charge Conference
presentation.
2) The start of "Thank God! It's
Thursday!"
3) Consecration Sunday.
4) A great Homecoming Sunday.
5) Hosting of the Peninsula Delaware
Conference Historical Society.
6) Purchase of Handbells, and the
music they add.

Please reflect and be proud of your
achievements, and remember that
no matter what comes our way we
will persevere to make Bethesda a
priority in our lives.
Humbly presented,

Dennis Baker

He who passively accepts evil is as much involved in it as he who
helps to perpetrate it. He who accepts evil without protesting against
it is really cooperating with it.

Circle of Concern
Betty Hinnershitz
2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7383

7) Much more business handled by
the many committees of the
church.
8) Don't forget the combined
Vacation Bible School!
9) The leadership of our pastor.
10) But probably the most
important is the renewed
commitment from the
congregation to further God's
work through Bethesda.

Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-1968)
Gloria Trice
21850 Water St
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7339

Tharon Harrington
500 S. Dupont Blvd
Milford, DE 19963
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At Nursing Homes
Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD

From Your Pastor
In 1943, in the throes of World War II and
one of the most fraught times in contemporary human history, the psychologist
Abraham Maslow published a paper explaining, as he understood them, the five basic,
motivating needs common to all of humankind. They are:

Surely, these are troubled times.

being heard. It does not require agreement with or even affinity for the other
But, taking a cue from Maslow, how do
parties in the dialogue. But in order for
we solve our problems and not just
survive them? And how do we, as people conversation to take place, civility must
be its guiding principle. Civility is more
of faith, help bring about the solutions?
As I look at Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, than superficial politesse. It does not
mean saying, “excuse me” or “thank you”
I would humbly suggest that there is
• Physiological (air, food, water, sleep,
something missing that may be the key for and then driving a metaphorical knife
etc.)
us today. We humans — all of us — need, into the other person’s back as soon as
they are out of earshot. Not only is civilin a fundamental and profound sense, to
• Safety
ity necessary and right, it is also the
be heard. We need to be heard, and not
loving thing to do. (Jesus did say his fol• Love/Belonging
just listened to; we yearn to be underlowers would be known by their love, not
stood, to be known. At Christmas, we
• Esteem (confidence, achievement,
by the soundness of their arguments or
celebrate the incarnation of Jesus Christ,
respect of others and respect by others)
their witty repartee.) Civility means listenthe moment when God reached God’s
• Self-actualization (morality, creativity,
hands into human history and said, “Here ing respectfully, hearing honestly and
spontaneity, problem solving, lack of
I am with you. Let’s take a walk and get to genuinely, and creating a safe space
where all may trust that they genuinely
prejudice, and acceptance of facts)
know each other better.”
are
being heard. For Christians, it means
While Maslow’s theories are humanistic, they A pastor I know likes to describe the life
recognizing
that conversations are sacred
have a connection to religion and spiritual
of faith — the Church — as “The Great
encounters
and
that God is literally
life in what he called “peak experiences,”
Conversation.” It is a conversation to
present
in
them.
This is the “Go-Between
and what the religious world might call
which we all (and what part of all don’t
God”
that
John
V.
Taylor describes in his
epiphanies — moments of clarity or ecstasy you understand?) are invited. When folbeautiful
1967
book,
The Go Between
when the enormity of the wonder of the
lowers of Christ share their faith with
Good,
God
in
the
Holy
Spirit who helps
physical world, harmony with others, and
others, they are inviting them to join the
us
make
connections
with
others we’d
relationship with the transcendent, with
sacred conversation. This is evangelicalnever make on our own. This is the God
God, are felt in powerful, transformational
ism in its truest sense. This is what we are who is as powerfully present between
ways.
called to do. By the One, by Emmanuel,
people as in them.
“God with us.” Sojourners CEO Jim
Maslow argued that those who are the
In this New Year, may we Christians,
Wallis, said recently that the 2012 presihealthiest — the most “self-actualized” —
dential election is expected to be the most together with all people of good faith,
had peak experiences more frequently than
work to find a solution to the discord
mean-spirited and vitriolic we’ve ever
those who were not.
that
currently reigns in our society and
I’ve always found it compelling that Maslow seen. That may be true, but it doesn’t nec- not simply mourn its presence. In this
developed his theories in a time of war, divi- essarily mean it must be that way. We can season of Epiphany, may we honor the
solve that problem one conversation at a
sion, and insecurity. The son of Russian
Go-Between God by creating a safe space
time.
Jewish immigrants to the United States,
for all people to join the Great ConversaA conversation is an exchange of ideas
Maslow looked at the world — battles
tion.
between people. It’s not shouting our
raging in Europe and the Pacific, the full
opinions or beliefs at one another. A con- Vene, Sancte Spiritus…
scope of the Holocaust and its horrors
versation requires listening, hearing, and
coming to light — and saw them not as
Bill Cruikshank
struggles to be fought against but problems
to be solved. He sought positive solutions
— through greater understanding of humankind on its most basic and universal level —
to bring about peace and, in a sense, justice.
At the dawning of 2012, we find ourselves in
nervous, troubling times not unlike 1943.
Wars and rumors of wars. Seemingly
unbridgeable divisions at home and abroad.
Natural disasters, some of them of our own
making, some not. Economic insecurity on a
massive scale. Political acrimony and ideological polarization. Slavery still exists, AIDS
remains a pandemic, humans are still trafficked, and children and the most vulnerable
continue to be exploited.

This photo of a Girl Scout troop (#717) is in the church archive. It is unlabeled. We are assuming it is
of a Preston troop, and are hoping someone can tell us the identities of those pictured. If you can help
us out, drop us a line at bethesdanewsletter@verizon.net, or call Eric Cheezum at 673-7661.
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Bethesda History Notes
A Nineteenth-Century Tragedy for
Bethesda
The following news article was posted online,
along with many other transcriptions, by the late
Sandra Willis. The original article was pasted
into a scrapbook owned by Clara Rumbold
Willis (February 3, 1865 – September 4,
1882). Unfortunately, there is no citation to
indicate the source or exact date of the article. It
is reproduced here as Willis transcribed it, with
only minor edits for readability.

focal point for the close relationships among
families in the Preston of the late nineteenth
century. The drowning took place May 6,
1876, based on the death dates listed for
Eddie Todd and John R. Whiteley on their
headstones in Bethesda cemetery.2 Not only
were the families involved in the incident
centered around the Dixon Branch/Payne
Road area (where Salvage is now), but they
were also families who were quite significant in
the life of Bethesda in that period. Eddie Todd
was the son of Elijah (1831-1903) and
Melissa Harris Todd (1835-1874), the
former of whom was a trustee at Bethesda, and
who lived on the farm now occupied by Eric

churches for at least a decade by the time of
the drowning. It was William Hubbard’s
father, Jesse (c.1811-1879), who opened the
Fairmount Cemetery at Linchester, and
subsequently deeded it to Bethesda.

It goes without saying that the drownings of
Todd and Whiteley caused profound
reverberations in the life of Bethesda. To give
one example: although there is no direct
evidence to prove for sure, there is a strong
likelihood that Eddie Todd’s death caused his
father and family to disengage completely from
SAD CASE OF DROWNING~
Bethesda. Elijah had already lost his first
Two boys, Eddie Todd, aged ten, son of
wife and Eddie’s mother, Melissa, only a year
Mr. Elijah Todd, near Preston, Caroline
and a half before. The loss
Co., and Johnny Whitely,
of his son so soon after
aged thirteen, son of a Mrs.
must have been unbearable.
Whitely, a widow of
Elijah does not appear as
Preston, were drowned on
a Bethesda trustee after
Saturday last in the mill
1875 in any of the extant
pond, near that town.
records, and in 1879 he
These boys, together with a
sold his land in Preston
son of Dr. H. F. Willis and
and left the area.4 That
another boy, whose name
such a prominent figure –
we have not learned, were
Todd was a well known
amusing themselves riding
and wealthy farmer, and
in a small boat upon the
even ran for the state
pond.1
legislature – disappeared so
The
Todd
family
stones
in
Bethesda
cemetery.
From
left:
Melissa,
Edgar
H.
(Eddie),
and
Elijah.
suddenly suggests, perhaps,
Young Willis and the other
how powerfully Eddie’s
boy were landed and
and Tom Cheezum and family. The Todds
death affected him. Perhaps the greatest
remained standing upon the shore
also owned Tom and Mary Cheezum’s farm
tragedy of all, however, is that our only
watching the others, who started to
next door, among other properties. The
knowledge of these people and the lives they
recross the pond. A short distance from
Whiteleys lived on the farm now occupied,
led comes through a narrow window such as
the shore, the boat upset, and both were
more or less, by the recently built housing
this sad news article.
drowned. The cries of the boys on the
development off of Payne Road. George F.
shore brought Mr. William Hubbard to
Whiteley’s grandson, Millard, lived on the
the scene, who at the risk of his life
property until his death in 1966, when the
1 - This is a clarification of Willis’ transcripattempted the rescue of the poor boys,
farm was inherited by other descendants of the tion: “themselves is boat-riding in a small
and succeeded in reaching them, but two
boat upon the pond.”
family. It is unclear just how significant the
late, for they were already dead. They
Whiteleys were in church administration, but 2 - Here I employ the more usual spelling,
“Whiteley.” Curiously, Whiteley’s stone exappear to have gone down clasping each
they were all members of Bethesda, and George plicitly states he was eleven years old when he
other's hands.
was memorialized in one of the stained glass
died, rather than the thirteen noted in the artiA large concourse of people was drawn
windows installed during the 1903 renovation, cle. Moreover, his parents, George F. and
Margaret Whiteley, were both very much
together at the funeral of the drowned
and still there to this day. Dr. Henry F.
boys on Sabbath afternoon, and the
Willis (1831-1890) has figured in these pages alive, despite the claim that Johnny was the
son of a widow. George F. Whiteley lived
manifestations of sympathy for the
many times: he lived more or less where
over twenty more years after the drowning,
bereaved parents, both on the part of
Preston School is now, and was a Bethesda
until February 16, 1897.
preacher and people, were very decided.
3 - In her Preston History, Dora Mitchell artrustee at the time of the drowning.3 Finally,
Rev. Mr. Jewel of this town officiated on William Hubbard (c.1856-?) owned the
gues Hubbard established the campground
the occasion.
property where Salvage now stands. This area, “about 1883” (p. 179), but contemporary evidence suggests otherwise.
known as Hubbard’s Woods, had been a
Explanatory note: This tragic news article
4 - Mitchell, PH, 100.
camp-meeting venue for Bethesda and other
provides some insight into Bethesda’s role as a
4

Obituary: Henry H. Harbaugh V
BETHLEHEM ~ Henry H. "Hank"
Harbaugh V of Bethlehem, near Preston,
died Saturday, Dec. 10, 2011, at the
Memorial Hospital in Easton. He was 78
years old.
Also known as "Pootsie," Mr. Harbaugh
was born in Hanover, Pa. He was the son
of the late Henry H. Harbaugh IV and
Lillian Irene Tawney. Mr. Harbaugh was a
U.S. Army veteran of the Korean conflict.
He moved to the Mid-Shore area 24 years
ago from Hampstead in Carroll County.
He had been a tool and die maker for
Black & Decker for 42 years. For the past
nine years, he has worked for Walmart in

Easton. Very musically talented, he was
very quiet about his own accomplishments.
He was past chaplain of the Westminster
VFW Post 467 and was a member of the
Easton VFW Post 5118 and the American
Legion Talbot Post 70. Mr. Harbaugh is
survived by his wife, Shirley A. Harbaugh
of Bethlehem; three sons, Henry H.
Harbaugh VI of Westminster, Tom
Harbaugh of Westminster and Tim
Harbaugh of Westminster; four daughters,
Patty Bangs of Westminster, Sue Stewart
of Uniontown, Tammy Mattox of Queen
Anne and Lisa Scharch of Federalsburg;
one sister, Sally "Cooky" Hastings of Bel
Air; two brothers, John W. Harbaugh and

his wife Cathie of Fresno, Calif., and
Robert "Bob" Harbaugh and his wife Pam
of Ocean City, and many grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. He was
predeceased by a son, Dick W. Harbaugh,
and a brother, Larry Harbaugh. A
graveside memorial service was held Dec.
14 at the Maryland Eastern Shore
Veteran's Cemetery in Beulah near
Hurlock. Arrangements were made by
Moore Funeral Home, P.A., of Denton.
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests for
friends to send memorial donations to the
Purple Heart Society, c/o Col. Edwin F.
Pelosky, USA Ret, 201 Carter Ave.,
Denton, MD 21629.

Thank God It’s Thursday! Scenes from December 8, 2011

The kids sing Christmas carols.

Anna Carmean and Samantha Jessee pose for the camera.

Craft time!

The kids learn about Advent from Rev. Cruikshank.
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P.O. Box 147
Preston, MD 21655

A "Good News Club" for kids, ages 5-12.
Thursdays, 6-7:30 p.m. Dinner provided.

Visit us online at PrestonBethesdaUMC.org!
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