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Coming Soon: 
Bethesda Stewardship Day

It's something we practice each week, 
but we will be making our official 
financial commitment on March 25, 
2012. This year we are following the 
"Grow One Sunday Stewardship 
Program." It is through our gifts that 
our church continues to minister to 
ourselves and those around us. More 
details in next month's issue.
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A six-session Lenten study featuring noted New Testament scholar Marcus Borg

Sunday evenings at 6:00 p.m. * February 26 - April 1

At its core, people know that Christianity has something valuable to offer the world. At the 
same time, many have a sense that they are alone in being a "thinking" Christian. This study 
will provide a safe environment where people have permission to ask questions they've always 
wanted to ask, but were afraid they'd be branded a heretic. This video study brings together 
over thirty highly acclaimed scholars, theologians and other experts in a video exploration of 
an open, inclusive, broad-minded Christianity.

Come, and have your faith deepened and your mind stimulated.

Living the Questions - A Lenten Study

Annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
February 21, 2012, 5-7 p.m.
Menu: Pancakes, eggs, scrapple, sausage, stewed apples, orange juice, coffee, milk
Donations benefit the kitchen fund. Questions can be directed to Judy Noel at 443-786-0199

Spaghetti Dinner
Saturday, March 10, 2012, 5-7 p.m.
Spaghetti, salad, bread, dessert and drink. $8 adults, $5 kids 5-12. 4 and under free. Benefits 
the General Fund

Upcoming Bethesda Events

Donations are needed for the 
upcoming Spaghetti 
Dinner. Please contact 
Judy Noel at 443-786-0199.

In the next two months, we will be walking the publica-
tion date of the newsletter back to the first of each 
month, to help keep our news and announcements cur-
rent. The next two issues will come out on March 8 and 
April 1. For March, the deadline for submissions is Feb-
ruary 27; for April it is March 15. The monthly deadline 
will remain the fifteenth of each month thereafter.

Feb. 14, 7:00 p.m. Worship Committee meeting
Feb. 16, 7:00 p.m. Bell Practice
Feb 28, 1:30 p.m. Women of Bethesda meeting
Feb. 29, 6:00 pm. Choir; 7:00 p.m., Bell Practice

Upcoming Bethesda Dates

Sunday, February 12 was a day of baptism, with Hunter and Cristina Guerra, their mother, 
Tammy, and Kendall Clough receiving the Holy Spirit. Rev. Cruikshank officiated. Hunter, 
Cristina, and Kendall are stalwart attendees of Thank God It's Thursday, and we welcome 
them, as well as Tammy, as they begin their formal relationship with our church and with 
Methodism. Congratulations!

Bethesda Baptisms
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Weekly Income
Members and friends have committed $915 a week 
in subscriptions to Bethesda. Weekly income is 
reported relative to that figure, with a breakdown 
of subscription versus general plate income.

AttendanceAttendanceAttendanceAttendance PlatePlatePlatePlate PledgesPledgesPledgesPledges TotalTotalTotalTotal

Jan. 22 44 $137 $655 $792

Jan. 29 39 $125 $690 $815

Feb. 5 59 $87 $1,260 $1,347

Feb. 12 48 $143 $785 $928

Minimum Expected Income (4 weeks):  $3660
Actual Income: $3882
Average Attendance: 47

Circle of  Concern
Tharon Harrington
500 S. Dupont Blvd
Milford, DE 19963

Gloria Trice
21850 Water St
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7339

Betty Hinnershitz
2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7383

At Nursing HomesAt Nursing HomesAt Nursing HomesAt Nursing Homes

Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD

1 Corinthians 3 deals with the divisions 
in the church at Corinth. But fairly 
quickly, Paul starts to talk about 
Christian ministry, comparing it to 
gardening.  We share the Gospel with 
others (plant and water), God is the One 
who makes it grow (our hearts accepting 
the Gospel), 3:7.

Our ministry – and it doesn't matter 
where it is – is for Christ, where Christ is 
always the foundation, 3:11. Verses 12-15 
can be hard to understand but it deals 
with evaluating Christian ministry. I will 
not attempt to explain these verses in 
detail, but some points stick out for me 

Lay Leader's Pulpit
in these verses, and later in the chapter. We 
do not rely on human wisdom (verses 18-
20). We do the practical work of ministry, 
but God works in the hearts of people.

Are you being used by God? It doesn't 
matter if you're retired and with family all 
the time. How about the workplace? How 
about church? Yes, I said it, you might be a 
source of encouragement and inspiration 
within the four walls of Bethesda. If we do 
what the hymn says, "Trust and Obey," 
then God will use us, and we can do great 
things for Him through Bethesda.

Chris FarnellChris FarnellChris FarnellChris Farnell

Keep on being obedient to the Keep on being obedient to the Keep on being obedient to the Keep on being obedient to the 
word, and not merely being word, and not merely being word, and not merely being word, and not merely being 

hearers who deceive themselves. hearers who deceive themselves. hearers who deceive themselves. hearers who deceive themselves. 
~James 1:22~~James 1:22~~James 1:22~~James 1:22~

“The Christian does not think God will love us because we are good, 
but that God will make us good because He loves us.” 

C.S. Lewis (1898-1963)

Bethesda began its new educational ini-
tiative on December 8, 2011. Since then, 
our classes have averaged about a dozen, 
with some nights seeing fifteen or more 
students present. Our students really 
seem to enjoy the program, and have 
learned quite a bit about the Bible, Chris-
tianity, and about Bethesda Church in 
the few months they have been coming. 
Our kitchen staff, led by Donna Lane, 
has provided a varied and nutritious meal 
every week. We have been profoundly 
surprised and delighted by the success of 
the program, and we hope it will only 
gain in popularity as spring comes. Many 
thanks to everyone who has helped 
establish and support TGIT. We expect 
to meet every Thursday through May 31, 
and then resume in the fall – and long 
may it continue after that!

Eric CheezumEric CheezumEric CheezumEric Cheezum

Thank God! It’s 
Thursday! Update

Last year, Bethesda paid all of its 
apportionment to the District 
Office, and approximately 93% to 
the conference. The latter was a sig-
nificant increase from 2010, when 
Bethesda paid approximately 75% of 
its conference apportionment. On 
February 1, District Superintendent 
Rev. Gary Moore wrote to congratu-
late us on our progress, saying: "I am 
writing you to thank you for paying 
more toward your 2011 Connec-
tional Ministry Goal 
(Apportionments) than you were 
able to in 2010! Although you did 
not reach 100%, I want you to know 
how much I appreciate what you are 

2011 Apportionments
doing in the ministry of our Lord for 
the nation and the world."

Complete fulfillment of our obliga-
tions to the conference has been a 
priority of Bethesda's Administrative 
Board in recent years. Our apportion-
ments support not only the church 
leadership, but also projects as diverse 
as missions work and the preservation 
of Barratt's Chapel and the conference 
archives. Many thanks are due for last 
year's success: first to Bethesda's loyal 
congregation for its good stewardship; 
and, second, to the Finance Commit-
tee for shepherding us toward our 
goal.

Can we make 100% in 2012?
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From Your Pastor
When we were children in Sunday School, we 
were taught the ten commandments. You 
remember: you shall not steal, you shall not 
covet, etc. The message we received was that 
these were the basic tools one needed to make 
ethical decisions. And the teacher or our 
parents were not wrong. Follow those com-
mandments, and life will go more smoothly.

But once we get out into the real, adult world, 
we find that ethical decisions based on biblical 
values are not always easy to make. Take, for 
instance, the current flap over the White 
House directive mandating Roman Catholic 
institutions to provide birth control access in 
their employees’ health care plans. Suddenly, 
two “goods” are presented in opposition to 

each other. On the one hand, most Ameri-
cans feel – correctly, I believe – that access 
to birth control should be available to all, 
and should be part of any health care plan. 
But most Americans – myself among them 
– also believe in separation of church and 
state, and that the government’s directive in 
this matter amounts to state interference 
with a religious group’s belief.

The contradiction isn’t easy to resolve, is it? 
Hopefully, something will be worked out by 
the time you read this, that preserves both 
sides’ integrity.

My own view is that religious freedom from 
government interference trumps the argu-

ment that Catholic health care providers 
should be required to cover birth control in 
employee health plans. I say this for two 
reasons: first, I cannot think of a single 
instance where any government has dealt 
well with personal, ethical issues; and, 
second, bypassing the longstanding princi-
ple of the separation of church and state 
creates a slippery slope for more govern-
ment intrusion into other faith matters, 
which is totally unacceptable to me.

What do you think?

Bill CruikshankBill CruikshankBill CruikshankBill Cruikshank

Superintendent’s Corner
The Apostles’ Creed always raises the ‘catholic’ 
question. Why do we use the word, since we 
are not Catholic? The answer is rests in history 
and how time changes the meaning of a word.

1. The Apostles Creed is a very old state-
ment of faith that has ‘grown up’ over the 
years. No one knows how it was started 
and the first known written formulations 
are of a shorter version than we use today. 
For example, the words “He descended 
into hell” are absent, as in our version, but 
they are present in the Episcopal Church’s 
use of the Creed. So, if you are an 
“original intent” person, you will struggle 
to find the original one.

2. The Creed was not developed by an offi-
cial church council, like the Nicene Creed. 

That is why it does not have the theo-
logical precision of the official church 
creeds. It feels more personal to us and 
that is why we like it so much. And, in 
all honesty, that is why it is the only 
creed mentioned in the Book of Disci-
pline, because we Methodists do not 
seek a very precise knowledge of God. 
(That is not all good either – Just watch 
the debates at General Conference in 
April on your computer!) We are a doc-
trinal church and not a creedal one, and 
that is a discussion for another day!

3. Now the problem word: “catholic.” It 
means universal. It is not to be under-
stood as a denomination or just one 

aspect of Christianity. We affirm that 
the church is more than being Method-
ist. Is the recital of the creed a subver-
sive act – smashing down all the 
divisions we have set up against one 
another? Methodist versus Catholic?

4. Final thought: It is very hard to be 
ONE. It is easier to be a diverse group 
of Christian tribes each one keeping to 
itself. To be truly “catholic” is to “love 
your neighbor as yourself.” Then the 
love of God becomes visible in the 
“one true and holy catholic church.” Is 
Bethesda seeking to become a catholic 
church?

Gary MooreGary MooreGary MooreGary Moore

Bethesda’s archival collection has been unusu-
ally lucky in the last three years. In 2009, a 
series of lost trustee meeting minutes from the 
1870s was discovered at Barratt’s Chapel, the 
conference archive; these minutes were subse-
quently transcribed here in the Bugle. That 
lightning seems to have struck twice: in 2010 
Barratt’s received a ledger of Quarterly Con-
ference records for the Federalsburg Circuit 
covering much the same period.

“What has Federalsburg got to do with 
Bethesda?” you ask. Readers may remember 
that for about a decade – from the mid-1870s 
through the mid-1880s – Bethesda was on the 
Federalsburg circuit. That circuit, the center of 
which was Union UMC (the red-brick church 
on North Main Street), already had two other 
churches on it. Preston seems to have joined 
the circuit in the spring of 1873, bringing with 

it Bethlehem and Harmony, so that the total 
number of churches, or “charges,” gov-
erned from Federalsburg came to six. It is 
not clear why the Preston circuit combined 
with Federalsburg’s. Perhaps Preston ran 
into financial hardship? Perhaps the deci-
sion came from above? Sadly we’ll probably 
never know for sure.

Quarterly Conference records are curious 
beasts – some are remarkably informative, 
others virtually useless to the researcher. 
From the earliest days of Methodism, in the 
1780s, until 1939, the Quarterly Conference 
was the main point of contact between 
parishioners and the church administration. 
Every three months the church leadership 
in any given circuit would meet with a Pre-
siding Elder (today’s District Superinten-
dent) and discuss important issues within 

that group of congregations. Early Quar-
terly Conferences tended to focus on the 
business of converting souls; by the 1840s, 
and certainly by the time of our records, 
the meetings had become a forum for dis-
cussing the structural needs of church cir-
cuits – particularly financial matters. At 
least by the 1860s, the conferences had a 
procedure that needed to be followed, with 
set questions asked of the church leader-
ship. The resultant records thus oscillate 
between the extremes noted above: by 
turns quite detailed and illuminating, and 
then disappointingly anodyne.

Next month, we will begin publishing 
annotated transcriptions of these meeting 
minutes. We hope you find them informa-
tive.

EEEErrrriiiicccc    CCCChhhheeeeeeeezzzzuuuummmm

Coming Next Month
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Bethesda History Notes
Reflections of My Father, His Minis-
try, Bethesda Methodist Church, and 
Preston
By His Daughter Jane Jeffers Karl
(February 2012)
Before I begin reminiscing about my 
Father, Rev. H. Clifford Jeffers, his minis-
try, Bethesda Methodist Church, and 
Preston, I ask your forgiveness. Since the 
years of my Father’s service at Bethesda 
Church were 1952 to 1957, from the time 
I was two years old to age seven, my 
recall of many names is hazy at best. 
However, I will lift the names of those 
who come to my mind, a mind that is on 
the verge of turning sixty-two years old. 
First, I will reflect upon my Father’s per-
sonality as a human being, specifically as a 
Minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
My Father possessed the heart of a true 
pastor, with his wonderful memory for 
names of church folks and their families, 
as well as their life stories. My Dad pos-
sessed a great love of missions and evan-
gelism. Originally he had felt called by the 
Lord to become a medical missionary but 
found that God was leading him more to 
be a minister to local congregations. My 
Dad had been a Presbyterian Minister for 
twenty years before he became best 
friends with a Methodist Minister, Rev. 
Carlton Harris, who invited my Dad to 
consider becoming a Methodist Minister.

The next and last ten years of my Father’s 
ministry was as a Methodist Minister in 
the Peninsula Annual Conference. My 
Father loved to visit in the homes of his 
parishioners and I was blessed to be taken 
along with Dad for those visits among his 
members and potential members. I loved 
going along with my Dad to make those 
home visits because inevitably the hosts 
would ask if we wanted any refreshments. 
Before my Father could answer, I would 
exclaim, “Oh, good! I was hoping you 
would ask us!” My Father’s greatest 
strengths were his love of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, his strong love for the Church, 
and his deep love for people, no matter 
what their situations or past histories. My 
Father’s favorite Scripture tells you a lot 
about his theology. He often quoted John 
10:10, where Jesus was quoted as saying: 

“I have come that they may have life, 
life in abundance.”

I remember loving to live in the huge 
parsonage in Preston (Ed. Note: Between 
the 1890s and 1960s, Bethesda's parsonage 
was located on Maple Avenue. The house was 
occupied until recently by the late Shirley Col-
lins.), one that allowed me to have a 
huge play room, one that attracted my 
friends, a place where we could spend 
hours playing with our dolls and 
playing games. That leads me to lift the 

names of folks with whom I grew 
close, even as a little girl. My first best 
girlfriend was Lynn Planner with whom 
I spent many hours, and with whom I 
enjoyed many adventures, some of 
which became times of learning 
through parental discipline. Lynn’s 
Mother, Trudy, became a second 
Mother to me as she watched Lynn and 
me closely, hoping to keep us from 
dangerous exploits. It seemed that we 
were often punished by being separated 
until we learned to think differently.   
Carlton and Etta Dukes reached out to 
our family instantly and adopted me so 
that many times, when Etta would get 
off work at the local newspaper, she 
would stop by the parsonage and offer 
to take me out to Rolling Acres Farm 
where I loved to visit them! I was a 
town dweller so I loved being in the 
fresh country air and running through 

the grass, going down to the river’s 
edge, hearing the dinner bell ringing. 
Etta often invited me to spend the 
night at the farm and sleep in the high 
bed, where one night I must have had 
an adventuresome dream because I 
woke up on the floor the next morn-
ing. I remember playing with Karen 
Bovers, the girl who was just one year 
older than I was. I recall playing with 
Becky Bonner’s daughter, Tish, and 
the neighbors next door to the parson-
age, the Osteens, who had four chil-
dren, something I envied since I was 
an only child. I enjoyed playing with 
Susan Voshell, Doris’ daughter. I 
remember my Mother worked as a sec-
retary for Mr. A.T. Blades, founder 
and owner of the Preston 151 Truck-
ing Company. I also recall my Mother 
telling me that my Dad had preached 
about the importance of being a Chris-
tian in every area of our lives, espe-
cially in that of the business world, 
where one’s Christian influence can be 
a powerful, persuasive, converting 
presence for the kingdom of God. 
Then Mother told me that every 
morning Mr. Blades invited all his 
office staff and the truckers to come 
into his office first thing, before they 
began their work, and he read the 
Upper Room to them for that day, 
including the Bible reading, and then 
everyone was invited to pray the 
Lord’s Prayer together. After that time 
of daily devotions, their work day 
began. I remember making a daily stop 
at Colberg's Drug Store to have my dip 
of strawberry ice cream. I loved to 
stop at Etta’s office at the newspaper, 
where I think Mr. Max Chambers may 
have been the editor. I remember well 
my first grade with Mrs. Edith Todd as 
my teacher, in fact the teacher of both 
our first grade and the second grade in 
the same classroom. Family names that 
sound familiar to me as I glance back 
through the delightful cookbook, 
“Favorite Recipes from the Kitchens 
of Bethesda United Methodist 
Women,”  include Kleinwachter, 
Christopher, Dean, Trice, Cannon, 
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Lomax, Cheezum, Todd, Chambers, 
Lord, Andrew, Lane, Perry, Sanders, 
Coulbourne, Blades, Loeffler, Butler, 
Noble, Wheedleton, Engle, Satchell, and 
Cohee.  I recall an unwanted, unex-
pected adventure in our neighborhood 
when Lynn Planner Trice, the Osteen 
children, Karen Bovers, and I were 
playing hide and seek in our parsonage 
yard, with home base the front steps of 
the parsonage. Unfortunately, I did not 
notice that Dad had just hosed down the 
steps and front walk so that it was very 
clean, but also very slick. I slipped onto 
the front step, hitting my head and 
cutting a nasty gash just to the side of 
my eyebrows. With lots of blood 
running down my face, my Father 
carried me into the parsonage to get a 
towel and to wash off my cut. My poor 
Mother, not knowing what had hap-
pened but seeing blood flowing down 
my face, across my eye, screamed, think-
ing that my eye had been punched out. 
Dad hurriedly explained that I just 
slipped and cut the edge of my forehead. 
With Mother grabbing a bath towel and 
placing it over my eye, Dad ran down 
the street as fast as he could and carried 
me into Dr. Plummer’s office, asking the 
doctor to please stitch my forehead. I 
remember being so afraid of what it 

might mean to have my head stitched 
with needle and thread. I still have the 
mark from that adventure – one of 
many.

When I think of Preston I think of 
many good memories, filled with 
thoughts of how good life seemed with 
friends who were always true and kind 
to my family and to me! I realize that 
my life time friendships with Lynn and 
Trudy and Etta and Carlton, my love of 
Preston and its people, my Father’s and 
Mother’s love of the Lord, the Church, 
the townspeople---all these things 
helped form my character. My parents 
dedicated and had me baptized when I 
was just four months old, promising to 
raise me in a Christian home. Their 
honest, faithful life witness, their com-
mitment to the Church, laid the foun-
dation for my love of the Lord, the love 
of the Church, the love of Preston, 
then next Sudlersville, Maryland, then 
Morning Sun, Ohio, College Corner, 
Ohio, and since 1987—Jackson, Ohio. 
I will always be indebted to Preston, 
Maryland for the love I have known 
and seek to express in my daily faith 
walk. I am certain that Bethesda Meth-
odist Church and Preston, Maryland 
were instrumental in building my faith 
story, one that ultimately led to my 

Bethesda History Notes
answering the Lord’s call upon my life 
to become a Diaconal Minister in the 
West Ohio Conference of the United 
Methodist Church.  On May 19, 2012 
I hope to graduate from the Method-
ist Theological School in Ohio with 
my Master of Divinity Degree. Thanks 
to my Father’s Prayer written in his 
Bible, asking that the Lord send a 
wonderful Christian man to be my 
husband, Phil Karl came into my life 
and became my inspiring, devoted, 
hero thirty-seven years ago! I now 
sense the Lord leading me to pursue 
becoming a Deacon within the United 
Methodist Church, so the adventures 
continue. With the Lord leading, life is 
never dull!

I thank you for this opportunity to 
share some memories of being blessed 
to live some of my earliest years in the 
wonderful, encouraging town of Pres-
ton, a place that holds a tender spot 
within my heart and my life journey! 
May the Lord continue to bless you 
who make up Bethesda United Meth-
odist Church, and may the Lord assist 
you all in being channels of God’s 
blessings to all those you meet, in the 
Name of Jesus the Christ, our Savior 
and Best Friend!

Historical Tidbit
Edson and Donna Lomax 
pose on Main Street, with 
Bethesda's bell tower in the 
background, in December 
1953. The Lomaxes lived in 
the downstairs portion of the 
Noble house (now a real 
estate office, just west of 
Katie Mae's restaurant) when 
they first moved to Preston 
from East New Market. 
Spencer and Queenie Lomax, 
and their children and 
grandchildren, became 
mainstays at Bethesda. One 
of those grandchildren, Kari 
Farnell, is Bethesda's present 
music director!

Chesapeake Christian 
School is asking for dona-
tions of knitted or cro-
cheted squares. They 
should be 8 x 8 or 7 x 9 
inches in size.  There is no 

particular pattern or design, they should just be 
made of 4-ply yarn, wool or acrylic. These 
squares will be sent off to the organizations 
Warm-up America and KasCare who have volun-
teers that will sew donated squares into blankets 
and afghans and then distribute to those in need.  
KasCare distributes to children of South Africa 
and Warm Up America distributes to hospitals, 
homeless shelters, and other charities around the 
country. It takes approximately 36 squares to 
make an afghan, so we are trying to collect as 
many squares as we can. This project will con-
tinue throughout the rest of this school year. 

Kari FarnellKari FarnellKari FarnellKari Farnell
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P.O. Box 147
Preston, MD 21655

Visit us online at PrestonBethesdaUMC.org!

A "Good News Club" for kids, ages 5-12. 
Thursdays, 6-7:30 p.m. Dinner provided.


