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Osama bin Laden is dead. But what happens 
now? What will his death accomplish? More 
killing? More bloodshed? Reprisal and 
revenge through even more acts of terror-
ism? In his life, Osama bin Laden has 
changed the world possibly forever. The 
prospect of the terrorist violence he 
espoused transformed democratic, freedom-
loving nations like our own into becoming 
nations that are far too willing to cast aside 
precious liberty and democratic rights. We 
have allowed ourselves to become paranoid 
of people sitting next to us on a plane 
because they look Arabic. That is not what 
America is supposed to be like. It’s not what 
Christians are supposed to look like. We 
have allowed a line of division and suspicion 
to grow between religions and cultures both 
locally, in the USA, as well as abroad. 
America has become divided and it seems to 
be getting worse. We are no longer an 
accepting warm place to live in. We have 
become a colder, meaner country. The 

potential of terrorism now has a grip on us. 
What made our country great – its cherished 
values, human rights and worldwide reputa-
tion as global peacekeepers – is now in tat-
ters, and we have Osama bin Laden to thank 
for this. Or, better stated, we have our own 
reaction to the evil of bin Laden to thank for 
all of this. As President Bush stated after the 
tragic destruction of 9/11, whoever is not for 
us (America) is against us, and people can 
only be either with America or against Ameri-
ca. There is no middle ground. And if there is 
no middle ground then there is only fear and 
loathing. Is that what we have become: a 
nation of paranoia and anger? If this is true, 
our nation is in trouble.

TV footage I saw in the aftermath of bin 
Laden’s death showed a large crowd gathering 
outside the White House in Washington D.C 
chanting, “USA! USA! USA!” Yet I can’t rejoice. 
Killing someone should never be a cause of 
joyous celebration. Once again Jesus’ words 
echo in my mind: “for all who draw the sword 

will die by the sword.” To me this is not a 
nation’s finest hour and I now feel an 
unsettled queasiness stirring inside of me as 
I watch such a bloodthirsty display of patri-
otic expression. Why would I not want to 
celebrate and chant about how great my 
country is to be part of killing Osama bin 
Laden? Why do I feel so sad? After all bin 
Laden was an evil man. Why not rejoice 
over his demise like the hordes of people 
gathered in front of the White House front 
lawn? I guess it is because I see bin Laden 
in the smiling faces of all those people 
chanting “USA! USA! USA!” It seems to me 
that bin Laden and that gathering multi-
tude of celebrants have one thing in 
common: they both love to celebrate the 
same thing – killing! What is wrong with 
us? Why do we enjoy bloodshed so much? 
Could it be because there is a little of 
Osama bin Laden inside all of us?

Bill CruikshankBill CruikshankBill CruikshankBill Cruikshank
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The visit by Rev. Joseph DiPaolo May 14 
and 15 was a delightful and informative 
event. Nearly forty people, the greater 
portion of whom were visitors to 
Bethesda, attended Rev. DiPaolo’s talk on 
Saturday, May 14. That talk, “American 
Methodism and the Struggle Over 
Slavery,” surveyed attitudes toward 
slavery within the wider church – some 
of them perhaps quite surprising to us, 
looking back – and noted, as he 
explained, “special points of contact here 
on the Eastern Shore, where a lot of the 
action took place, and it really embodied 
the larger struggle.” The talk was limited 
to about an hour in length, but I was 
told by several attendees afterward that 
they wished it had gone on for twice that 
time! Afterwards, I took Rev. DiPaolo on 
a tour of some of the sites around 
Preston that are of especial importance 
to Methodism in the area. Included 
among these were several properties that 
once belonged to Rev. James M. 
McCarter, a subject of particular interest 
to Rev. DiPaolo.

On Sunday, May 15, Rev. DiPaolo also 
delivered a stirring sermon entitled, 
“What Do These Stones Mean?” It 
focused on the relationship between 
history and Christianity, with Rev. 
DiPaolo arguing that history is 
meaningless unless it points the way 
forward to spiritual renewal. “The 
people that have gone before, the 
people that built this church and put it 
in place, and passed on the stories and 
the traditions, the institutions that we 
take for granted,” Rev. DiPaolo 
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explained, “often are the vehicle for us 
to first hear that word of God’s love.”

The History & Archives Committee 
thanks Rev. DiPaolo for bringing his 
knowledge and spirit to Preston; to the 
Women of Bethesda, for providing 
refreshments; and to Mr. and Mrs. Ted 
Peck, and Margaret Iovino, for lodging 
and hospitality. We will reprint both of 
Rev. DiPaolo’s addresses in full in the 
next few issues of the Bugle.

Eric CheezumEric CheezumEric CheezumEric Cheezum
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Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD

Do not gloat when your 
enemy falls; when he 

stumbles, do not let your 
heart rejoice. 

~Proverbs 24:17

 Bethesda will begin its summer 
hours on June 12, with regular 
service taking place at 10 am. The 
last day for Sunday School is June 
5.

 Chesapeake Christian School in 
Easton is holding Open 
Enrollment for the 2011-12 school 
year. For more information see 
Kari Farnell, or call 410-822-7600.

 Put Sunday, October 16 -  
Homecoming Sunday - on your 
calendar! All members and friends 
of Bethesda, past and present, are 
invited and encouraged to attend.

 There will be a farewell reception 
for District Superintendent Rev. 
William Sterling and his wife on 
Saturday, June 4, 2011, from 4-
6pm, at St. Luke's UMC in 
Denton. All are invited.

 The 227th Peninsula-Delaware 
Annual Conference will take place 
June 9-11 at UMES, in Princess 
Anne, MD.

 The Administrative Board will 
meet on Tuesday, May 31, at 7pm.

 On June 12, at 4 pm, Immanuel 
Lutheran Church will host a 
concert of sacred music. Members 
of Bethesda and the Preston 
community will take part.

 This year's Vacation Bible School 
will take place in conjunction with 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Monday through Friday, July 10-
14. Volunteers are needed for 
teachers, crafts, food preparation, 
etc. For more information, see Rev. 
Cruikshank.

News BriefsNews BriefsNews BriefsNews Briefs

During service May 8, Rev. 

Cruikshank honored the women 

in the congregation who have 

been mothers for the longest 

and shortest time. Karol 

Bastow (left) and Kelly Andrew 

pose with the flowers they 

received as prizes. (Photo: Beth 

Carmean)

Matthew and Kelly Andrew pose with daughter Marlie Elizabeth after 

Marlie's baptism, May 22.

Rev. Cruikshank 

lectures on "The 

Middle East: How 

This Whole Mess 

Came About" at the 

Dinner at Six on 

May 19.

Want to 
receive an 
electronic 
copy of the 

Bugle every month? 
Drop us a line with 
your email address 
and we'll add you to 
our mailing list. 
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Superintendent (Elect)’s CornerSuperintendent (Elect)’s CornerSuperintendent (Elect)’s CornerSuperintendent (Elect)’s Corner
“Why are Methodists called “Why are Methodists called “Why are Methodists called “Why are Methodists called 
Methodists?”Methodists?”Methodists?”Methodists?”

The term “Methodist” was given to the 
members of the Holy Club at Oxford 
University. The members of the Club 
were college students with a difference. 
Instead of socializing and partying, they 
strived to live accord to William Law’s 
disciplines of the holy life. Needless to 
say they stood out from the other 
students. It was some of these students 
who started calling the Holy Club 
“Methodists” as a term of derision. This 
put-down of trying to live by a method 
was then used by John Wesley and the 
other members as a proud epithet. As 
time passed, a larger Methodist 
movement grew, through classes and 
conferences that took place under the 
spiritual and temporal direction of John 
Wesley. The name Methodist came to 
refer to this spiritual reform movement 
within the Church of England.

Some of these folks came to America 
with a great desire to spread the Wesley 
message of grace and an ordered 
spiritual life. These groups, too, took on 
the name Methodist. The term had such 
a hold on people in America that even 
when people wanted to change 
Methodism they always kept the name 
Methodist. By 1866 here in the Mid-
Shore area these different organizations 
of Methodism existed: Methodist 
Episcopal Church, African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Methodist Protestant 
Church, Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, and Delaware Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. In the late 
1960s, most of those churches joined 
together into the United Methodist 
Church.

What does “Methodist” mean to you in 
2011? Is it spiritual? Institutional?

Rev. Gary MooreRev. Gary MooreRev. Gary MooreRev. Gary Moore

Weekly IncomeWeekly IncomeWeekly IncomeWeekly Income

Members and friends have committed $915 a week in 
subscriptions to Bethesda. Weekly income is reported 
relative to that figure, with a breakdown of subscription 
versus general plate income.

AttendanceAttendanceAttendanceAttendance PledgesPledgesPledgesPledges PlatePlatePlatePlate TotalTotalTotalTotal

April 17April 17April 17April 17 49 $672 $137 $809

April 24April 24April 24April 24 75 $747 $312 $1,059

May 1May 1May 1May 1 45 $865 $42 $907

May 8May 8May 8May 8 48 $917 $119 $1,116

May 15May 15May 15May 15 53 $772 $111 $883

Minimum Expected Income (5 weeks):  $4575
Actual Income: $4774
2011 Average Attendance: 55

The Last PostThe Last PostThe Last PostThe Last Post
by A. Phil Osopher

I was shocked recently to hear a radio 
news report about a burglary in 
Baltimore. According to the reporter, a 
man broke into an elderly woman’s 
house, threatened her at knifepoint, 
and demanded she hand over all the 
cash in her possession. Lacking said 
cash, the woman very kindly handed 
over her debit card, which the burglar 
took, presumably along with her PIN 
number, and used to extract an 
unspecified amount from her checking 
account. In a bizarre twist, however, 
after getting his money from an ATM, 
the burglar returned to the scene of 
the crime, and gave back the woman’s 
debit card!

There was no report on the thief’s 
reasoning in returning to the scene of 
the crime. Wouldn’t it be nice if he 
had suddenly felt the shame of his 
own behavior? That would satisfy our 
desire for narrative closure, or a simple 
morality play.

But pat endings rarely appear in real 
life, nor reflect the profound realities 
that underpin the real world. Because 
in a funny way, Christians are like the 
burglar in this story. In times of need 
or want, we demand of Christ all His 
valuables, taking them by force if 
necessary. And what does Christ do 
every time? Does He withhold his 
treasure? No. Instead, he reaches into 
His wallet and produces His debit card 
– a debit card linked to an 
inexhaustible bank account. Even as 
we waylay Christ like highwaymen 
(and as He was captured and 
murdered), Christ offers us a reward in 
return. What a shocking power to 
forgive. And, for us, what a profound 
opportunity to ask forgiveness.

The story of the woman and the 
robber reminds me of the iconic and 
hilarious Jack Benny sketch where 
Benny is mugged, and the mugger 
demands “Your money or your life.” 
After a long pause, the mugger makes 
his demand again. Benny, having 
cultivated an image as a relentless 
skinflint for years, eventually responds, 
“I’m thinking it over!” The result was 
one of the longest laughs by an 
audience in history.

God works in funny ways. Thankfully, 
unlike Benny’s character, He has deep 
pockets, and no indecision over 
sharing.

Mass Choir for Installation Service for the New SuperintendentMass Choir for Installation Service for the New SuperintendentMass Choir for Installation Service for the New SuperintendentMass Choir for Installation Service for the New Superintendent

Rev. Gary Moore will be installed as District 
Superintendent on Saturday, September 24 (6:00pm) 
at St. Mark’s, Easton. A massed choir is being formed 
to present two anthems:  “The Lord Bless You and 
Keep You” by John Rutter and “The First Song of 
Isaiah” by Jack Noble White. Any singers who know 

these pieces or wants to sing in the event is welcome to attend. There will be 
one combined rehearsal on Saturday, September 24th at 3:30pm in the 
Sanctuary at St. Mark’s. A follow-up communication in mid-late August will 
include other details such as dress code, directions, and an RSVP.
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K2WC in the News!K2WC in the News!K2WC in the News!K2WC in the News!

You can tell a lot about a community 
by what its members believe.

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!

The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia!

This is the traditional Easter greeting of 
the Church.  It is the core statement of 
what we believe.  And you can tell a lot 
about us by that statement.  You can 
see within it the new life that God 
breathes into his Son our Lord.  You 
can see within it the abundant life that 
he intends for us.  You can also see 
within it one of the core attributes of 
God—his mercy and forgiveness.

It is impossible to tell the Easter story 
without telling the story of Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday.  God came 
among us and showed us how to live in 

right relationship with him and each 
other.  And we respond to God by 
blaming him for not behaving according 
to our standards, for not being the way we 
want him to be.  And we condemn him 
for daring to be different than we are.

But the story of Easter is not that story.  It 
is the story of a God who loved us so 
much, who valued being in relationship 
with us so much that he forgave us.  For 
everything.  And God reached out to us, 
creating that relationship when we could 
not do it ourselves.  You can tell a lot 
about God by what God does.  What 
Easter tells us is that God values being in 
relationship with us, God values giving us 
life, more than anything.  That is why 
“Alleluia” is our song.  That is what we 
mean when we say we are an Easter 

people.  It is God’s model for us as well—
we who were forgiven while we were 
yet in our sins are called to share that 
forgiveness with each other, most 
especially with those who wrong us. 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!

The Rev. Joseph 
Whitehurst is the 
Curate (assistant priest) 
at St. Thaddeus 
Episcopal Church in 
Aiken, SC.  A priest 
since February of 2008, 
he is a  2004 graduate 
of the University of 
South Carolina (MA, 
History) and a 2007 
graduate of Seabury-

Western Theological Seminary (M.Div.). 

Foregiveness: An Easter MeditationForegiveness: An Easter MeditationForegiveness: An Easter MeditationForegiveness: An Easter Meditation

On April 14, our very own Bill Cruikshank appeared in the 
Star-Democrat. Here are the article and picture, reprinted:

The Easton Amateur Radio Society recently presented six 
amateur radio books to the  St. Michaels branch of Talbot 
County Free Library. These books, all published by the 
American Radio Relay League, include: Radio Amateurs 
Handbook, which is used not only by radio amateurs, but 
also by electronics professionals as the standard electronic 
reference book. The ARRL Antenna book, along with the 
ARRL study guides for all amateur radio exams given by 
the Federal Communications Commission, were included 
in this presentation. The books are for the use of all library 
patrons. 

From left to right are Bill Cruikshank (call sign K2WC), President of the Easton Amateur 

Radio Society, and Library Branch Manager Shauna Beulah.

Ham Radio and MeHam Radio and MeHam Radio and MeHam Radio and Me

My interest in ham radio began when I 
was in 7th grade.  A neighbor, two 
doors down the street and good 
friends of may parents, was licensed as 
W2ZCV.  One day, he invited me in to 
see his station, ancient by today's 
standards.  We went on the 10 meter 
band,  (28 mhz) and quickly he got 
into a conversation with someone in 
Puerto Rico.  He handed me the 
microphone and I said a few nervous 
words.  But I was hooked right then 
and there.  To be able to talk from the 
comfort of your home to someone as 
far away as Puerto Rico.  Wow!!  
(Remember, this was around 1950 and 
I was in 7th grade)

Soon, the FCC (known as the "Friendly 
Candy Company" to those of us in the 
ham radio fraternity.) came up with an 
entry level license exam requiring only 

a 5 word per 
minute Morse 
code speed and 
some easily 
remembered 
rules and regulations questions.  I took 
and passed and was assigned KN2BKU, 
not a call sign that trips lightly off the 
tongue.  I obtained a WWII receiver (a 
BC-348) and built a crystal controlled 
transmitter out of some tubes - remember 
"tubes" - and other parts that I scrounged 
up.  I believe my very first contact was 
with a guy in Northern Quebec, almost to 
the Arctic Circle.  I said: "Hot dog, this 
thing works!"

I've been active on the air off and on for 
about 60 years now.  I upgraded licenses, 
eventually reaching the top - Extra Class 
in 1968.  That allowed me, back then, to 
choose my own call sign, provided it was 
available and, lo and behold, K2WC was 

available, so I contacted the FCC and 
snagged it.

I specialize in contacting as many 
overseas countries and territories as 
possible and my total now stand at 323 
on all continents, including some that 
are now deleted. e.g. Goa is no longer a 
territory of Portugal.  It was absorbed by 
India back in the late 60's.  I'm 
completing my second year as President 
of the Easton Amateur Society, this 
Tuesday being my "swan song."

 So, as hams say to each other on the air 
73 (which means best wishes).

BillBillBillBill



5

transcribed below seem to exist in two 
forms. It is unclear which is the “official” 
version, since both are part of a bound 
volume (in earlier instances, the 
“alternate” version was written on a 

Trustee Meeting Minutes, March 10, Trustee Meeting Minutes, March 10, Trustee Meeting Minutes, March 10, Trustee Meeting Minutes, March 10, 
1879187918791879

As has been the case in several instances 
in the past, the trustee meeting minutes 

loose page), so I will refer to the minutes 
as “Set A” and “Set B.” Unless otherwise 
noted, the main body of the following 
text derives from “Set A.”

Bethesda History NotesBethesda History NotesBethesda History NotesBethesda History Notes

March 10h, 1879

Trustees met at M.E. Church,1 Wm. Billips in the Chair. H.F. Willis, Wm. Billips, J.E. Douglass, J.W. Harris, T.H. 

Fluharty,2 & E.T. Moore present. W.W. Williamson & Elijah Todd absent.3

Application before the Board to know if Professor Porter4 can use House5 for a singing school.6

Resolved that7 a vote be taken whether the House should be used by Prof. Porter8 or not. If9 granted, that he Porter 

to pay all coal & light expenses & pay what charges the Sexton might impose on him for his service:10 provided due 

order be observed. Carried by a vote of 4 which11 is a majority of number present.

Moved that the Board of trustees shall with the Building Committee sign a note due in Bank for follow due for 

renewal.12

Moved, seconded, & carried to put the whole unpaid subscription in the hands of Mr. Jas. W. Harris for Collection.

13

Moved, seconded, & carried14 to sell stove at public auction15 Saturday, March 22 at 1 ½  o’clock PM.16

Adjourned.17

5 - “House” was a common term for the 
church, presumably left over from the 
days when Bethesda was an actual 
meetinghouse, in the form of Frazier’s 
Chapel.
6 - This sentence ends a little differently 
in Set B: “…use House to [illegible: possi-
bly “have” or “use”] for singing purposes 
or as a singing school.” In this version of 
the minutes, “singing” is spelled without 
the final “g” in both instances of its use.
7 - In the alternate version has “the 
above” at this point, crossed out.
8 - “Prof P________” in Set B.
9 - In Set B, “or not” is omitted, and the 
two sentences are joined together with 
an “&.”
10 - This section is slightly different in 
the other version: “…if granted he Porter 
to pay for all coal and lights used, also 
to pay Sexton for his services.”
11 - “For which” in Set B. It is unclear if 
this is merely bad grammar, or an at-
tempt to spell out the number.

1 - That is, Methodist Episcopal Church. 
By 1879, the original Methodist Episco-
pal Church, established in 1784, had 
divided into a number of different sects, 
including the Methodist Protestant and 
Southern Methodist Churches. Most of 
these sects eventually rejoined by the 
1960s. After the Civil War, at least, 
Bethesda was hardly ever referred to by 
its proper name; the Denton Journal, for 
instance, called it “Preston M.E. Church” 
well into the twentieth century. The 
location isn’t noted in Set B.
2 - Referred to more directly as “Thos. 
H. Fluharty” in Set B. The usual sources 
have little to say about Fluharty. He 
seems to have remained a trustee into 
the 1890s.
3 - The configuration of this section is a 
little different in Set B, although the in-
formation is identical.
4 - “Porter” seems correct. It is unknown 
who this Professor Porter was, or wheth-
er his singing school was established.

12 - This section appears exclusively in 
Set B. the strikethroughs are in the origi-
nal.
13 - The underline is in the original.
14 - It was only “moved” in Set B.
15 - “At public auction” is not present in 
Set B.
16 - In the alternate version: “…on Satur-
day [illegible: probably an abbreviation 
of “afternoon”] at 2 ½ o’clock PM, & no-
tice be posted up by Scty [Secretary].”

17 - Continues in Set B: “to meet – 7th 
April 1 ½ o’clock PM.” If the trustees ul-
timately met on that date, the minutes 
do not exist, although a set is extant 
from a meeting on April 14, 1879. These 
will be published in the next issue of 
the Bugle.
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Visit us online at PrestonBethesdaUMC.org!
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