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One admonition to me I recall my mother 
using quite frequently went like this: 
"You're being selfish!"  When I first heard 
her yell that at me, I wasn't quite sure 
what being "selfish" meant. A tad later, it 
made increasing sense. Probably from 
hearing it over and over again; ad infini-
tum, ad nauseum. And probably because I 
kept feeding her reasons to keep saying it. 
Being "selfish" I now know - and you all 
know - means "thinking only of oneself."

Last evening I watched Frontline on PBS. 
It was a history of the shenanigans of 
Bernie Madof and his infamous invest-
ment Ponzi scheme. He's arguably the 
poster child (or poster grandfather) of self-
ishness. He cares not a wit for what grief 
and distress he caused others, as long as 
he kept raking in billions of dollars.

As individuals, we Americans are a pretty 
unselfish lot. Last I knew, we led the world 
in per capita giving to charities. We 
instinctively come to our neighbors' aid – 
near and far – whenever misfortune 
strikes. But as a collective, as nation, I'm 
not so sure. We've become sort of the 
reverse of that famous Peanuts cartoon 

where an exasperated Lucy blurts out: "I 
love humanity, it's certain people I can't 
stand!" We've changed that to "I love indi-
vidual people – particularly those I know – 
but I'm, at best, indifferent to humanity."

If we were really as good and generous col-
lectively as a nation as we usually are as 
individuals, then how do you explain the 
great numbers of people urging Congress 
to cut Medicare, Medicaid, and aid to 
dependent children (as if these children 
caused the nation's financial mess)? How 
about getting rid of some of the "earmarks" 
that get attached to legislation at the last 
moment to support meaningless projects 
dear to the heart of one of the congress-
man's constituents? Or the hundreds of 
millions of dollars appropriated and spent 
on military hardware that never results in a 
weapon of any sort?

I think our problem is that our economics 
and our politics are shaped more by our 
families, where we were raised, or by 
certain teachers, etc., than they are by the 
One whom we call Lord and Savior...Jesus 
the Christ. Early on in Luke's Gospel, Jesus 
preaches his first sermon at the Capernum 

synagogue. He chose as his text these 
words from the prophet Isaiah:

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor.

After the reading, he preached his shortest 
sermon: "Today, this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing." And in so doing, 
he was proclaiming to all who would "get 
it" that his ministry would be directed 
primarily to the sick, the widows, the 
poor...those at the very bottom of society.

I, for one, try to derive my economics and 
politics from Jesus. I do not try to force-fit 
Jesus into my preconceived notions. Do I 
always succeed in doing this?  No, hardly. 
Which is one reason why we need the 
church to constantly remind us of our 
proper priorities.

Bill CruikshankBill CruikshankBill CruikshankBill Cruikshank
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We don’t get many reader responses here 
at the Bugle offices, and that is a cause for 
some concern. I am desperate to print 
people’s memories of Bethesda – from 
five days ago or fifty years ago – but only a 
few people get in touch and send them. 
So I would like to take a moment to 
shake the trees a little, and hope that 
some historical accounts will fall out and 
find their way to us so we can record and 
share them. If we do not preserve our own 
history, no one else will.

I am also looking for artifacts of any kind, 
especially old pictures of events at 
Bethesda, to add to the church archive. 
After the big anniversary last fall, several 
readers came forward, either with 
donations or with items they allowed me 
to copy, but the stream became a trickle, 
and then dried up completely. I know 
there are some great pictures out there in 

the community, of confirmation classes, 
choirs, and people who made a 
difference. Please consider lending them 
to us so we can copy them for the church 
collection, and run them in the Bugle for 
all to see. Do you have a picture with 
people in it you can’t identify? Let us run 
it in the newsletter and see if readers can 
help out.

As I write, this year’s Bible School is about 
to come to a close, with the final classes 
taking place tomorrow night, and the big 
concluding program to follow. You can 
expect to see a big spread on the event in 
next month’s issue, with some reflections 
from Bible Schools past. Do you have 
Bible School memories you’d like to 
share? We would love to publish them. 
Just email them, or drop them in my 
mailbox at church.
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See you in August…and don’t forget to 
come to the Peach Festival!

Eric CheezumEric CheezumEric CheezumEric Cheezum
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Circle of ConcernCircle of ConcernCircle of ConcernCircle of Concern
Tharon Harrington
500 S. Dupont Blvd
Milford, DE 19963

Gloria Trice
21850 Water St
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7339

Betty Hinnershitz
2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7383

At Nursing HomesAt Nursing HomesAt Nursing HomesAt Nursing Homes

Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD

 Put Sunday, October 16 -  
Homecoming Sunday - on your 
calendar! All members and friends 
of Bethesda, past and present, are 
invited and encouraged to attend.

 Actvities Committee Meeting,  
July 19, 7 pm

 Wednesday July 20, 7pm: 
Christian Education Task Force 
Meeting

 Thursday, July 21, 7pm:  Outreach 
Committee Meeting

 Handbell practice, July 27 @ 7pm.

 Handbells will perform in church 
on Sunday, July 31.

 The 10th Annual Peach Festival 
will take place Saturday, August 
13, 2011, from 9 to 2..

 August 17, 2011, 7pm: 
Administrative Board meeting

News BriefsNews BriefsNews BriefsNews Briefs Christian Education CommitteeChristian Education CommitteeChristian Education CommitteeChristian Education Committee

Fathers’ DayFathers’ DayFathers’ DayFathers’ Day
Bethesda celebrated Father's Day on 
June 19 with a presentation by the 
Women to all fathers and father figures 
in the congregation. Donna Lane 
explained that the Women entrusted her 
with finding the right gift, and noted that 
it would be hard to top last year's: a roll 
of duct tape! Then she went ahead and 
did just that, handing out "Blessed is the 
Father Who Walks with God 
Appreciation Sets" that included the 
following items:

 Mounds: Because a father like you 
deserves mounds of praise.

 Paper Clip: To remind you that faith 
helps you keep it together.

 Chewing Gum: For always "chews"-
ing to follow God's way.

 Golf Tee: Because you make a "tee"-
rrific difference in the lives of your 
children.

 Peppermint Patty: To remind you of 
your commit-"mint" to your family.

 Starburst: Because men who walk 
with God are shining stars.

 A Hershey Kiss from the Women of 
Bethesda.
    A Dum-Dum from Donna.

It was always a joy when the two 
churches (Methodist and Lutheran) in 
our community joined efforts in the 
annual Vacation Bible School.  It is 
good to see this effort being renewed 
again this year. VBS  is such a 
wonderful outreach program...a way to 
help both Bethesda and Immanuel 
reach the children and families in our 
community. It is a place for children 
who, otherwise, might never have an 
opportunity to attend a VBS or a 
regular church service.

It takes me back three decades when I 
had the pleasure of being one of 
Immanuel's VBS teachers and Eric 
Cheezum was one of the students who 
made my efforts so rewarding. The 
materials used then were much 
different than the programs available 

VBS MemoriesVBS MemoriesVBS MemoriesVBS Memories
today. Then the teachers assembled their 
own materials along with the crafts that 
were used. VBS was held during the day 
when mothers were still mostly stay-at-
home parents. Now we use wonderful 
programs that can be ordered from our 
publishing houses. VBS is now held in 
the evening in an effort to accomodate 
the work schedules of the parents. In 
addition to a snack, the children are now 
offered a light meal prior to the lesson.

May this year's program show the 
enthusiastic participation by the children 
and their parents that it did three 
decades ago!

Vera RieckVera RieckVera RieckVera Rieck

[Ed. Note: I didn't solicit Vera's nice comment, 
honest!]

The Bethesda Christian Education Com-
mittee met for the first time on Wednes-
day, July 6, 2011. Those present at the 
meeting were Kelly Andrew, Dennis 
Baker, Beth Carmean, Eric Cheezum, and 
Rev. Cruikshank. The goals of the com-
mittee are to evaluate the educational 
needs of the Church and to determine 
the most successful approach for imple-
menting new programs, as well as differ-
ent methods of attracting members of 
the Preston community to Bethesda. A 
couple of the many ideas mentioned 

were to have computers available in the 
Sunday School classrooms to offer a more 
up-to-date mode of teaching, and to struc-
ture the Sunday School curriculum in a 
way that would more closely resemble 
school semesters. Do you have ideas about 
Christian education at Bethesda? Join us at 
our next meeting, July 20, at 7pm. Also, for 
those of you on Facebook, be on the 
lookout for the Bethesda United Methodist 
Church page!

Beth CarmeanBeth CarmeanBeth CarmeanBeth Carmean

[Ed. Note: The following reports were meant to 
appear in last month's issue, but were inadvertently 
left out.]

Worship Committee:Worship Committee:Worship Committee:Worship Committee:

At a recent meeting, the committee 
discussed and approved scheduling 
summer service for 10am, effective June 
12. Also discussed was the possibility of 
purchasing 100 copies of The Faith We 
Sing for the Sanctuary pews. The Faith 
We Sing is an extension to the 
Methodist hymnal containing modern 
compositions and hymns that do not 

Committee NotesCommittee NotesCommittee NotesCommittee Notes

appear in the main volume. The 
Administrative Board approved this 
purchase at its May 31 meeting.

 Music Department:Music Department:Music Department:Music Department:

We will hold handbell practice beginning 
June 8 at 6pm, with a view to performing 
a few songs this summer. Money 
borrowed from the general fund to buy 
the bells has been repaid; about $400-500 
is still required to purchase foam padding, 
music folders, music, and gloves. 
Additionally, the choir will begin using 
their new chairs when they sing on July 3.
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Weekly IncomeWeekly IncomeWeekly IncomeWeekly Income

Members and friends have committed $915 a week in 
subscriptions to Bethesda. Weekly income is reported 
relative to that figure, with a breakdown of subscription 
versus general plate income.

AttendanceAttendanceAttendanceAttendance PledgesPledgesPledgesPledges PlatePlatePlatePlate TotalTotalTotalTotal

June 19June 19June 19June 19 45 $735 $38.25 $773.25

June 26June 26June 26June 26 n/a $862 $130 $992

July 3July 3July 3July 3 n/a $775 $26.75 $801.75

July 10July 10July 10July 10 47 $897 $130 $1,027

Minimum Expected Income (5 weeks):  $3660
Actual Income: $3594
2011 Average Attendance: 54

227th Annual Conference of the 
Peninsula-Delaware Conference
University of Maryland, Eastern Shore
Princess Anne, Maryland
June 9-11, 2011
This year’s theme was "Live It!"  It 
encouraged us to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world. I first attended the laity 
session and the message preached was 
to "Stay In Your Lane." We were told it's 
hard enough to do our individual jobs 
without having to feel we need to do 
other people’s jobs. We need to be 
obedient to our call and let others be 
obedient to theirs. Our teacher was 
Bishop Robert Schnase. He taught on 

227th Annual Conference227th Annual Conference227th Annual Conference227th Annual Conference
the "Five Practices of Fruitful 
Congregations." They are: Radical 
Hospitality, Passionate Worship, 
Intentional Faith Development, Risk-
taking Mission and Service, and 
Extravagant Generosity. Some points I 
took away from the teaching: 

A. Are we shaped by our faith or our 
culture?

B.  Committees sometimes get in the 
way of ministry.

C.  Meetings are not ministry.

D.  We must be willing to change to 
have an effective ministry (for example: 
to have a great college ministry; 

gatherings need to 
be close to campus; 
they might have to 
be at 9P.M. on 
Sunday nights 
instead of Sunday 
mornings). 

To adopt these 
practices means a 
slow change and not 
a quick fix. Also, if 
these practices go 
into effect, changing 
a name of a program 
or ministry without 

changing behavior does no good.

There were resolutions passed.  The 
conference budget was passed with the 
overall number being $ 5,750,000. This is 
a decrease of $ 2,290 compared to last 
year. The Board of Pensions passed a 
number of yearly resolutions on the 
service rate and housing allowances. The 
compensation figures for clergy were 
passed. Resolutions were passed 
supporting special Sunday offerings for 
“Imagine No Malaria” and for Partners of 
Leadership Resources, the latter providing 
books for church leadership in Africa.

We again saw a decrease in full 
membership by a loss of 1519 people in 
the conference. But, conference-wide, we 
saw increases in the average attendance 
of weekly worship, high school youth, 
adults in Sunday school classes, and 
membership in the United Methodist 
Men. The Easton district level saw 
decreases in every area of attendance 
except transfers,  adults in Sunday school 
classes, and United Methodist Men.

It was once again a pleasure to serve. If 
you have any questions, please don't 
hesitate to ask.

Respectfully submitted,

Chris FarnellChris FarnellChris FarnellChris Farnell

Superintendent’s CornerSuperintendent’s CornerSuperintendent’s CornerSuperintendent’s Corner

What is distinctive about the United What is distinctive about the United What is distinctive about the United What is distinctive about the United 
Methodist Church?Methodist Church?Methodist Church?Methodist Church?

In terms of core beliefs about the 
Christian faith, the United Methodist 
Church shares the same doctrines as 
other denominations: the Triune God, 
human life made in God’s image, Jesus 
as Son of God and Son of Man, the 
primacy of faith over works to enter the 
kingdom of God, the Sacraments of 
Baptism and Holy Communion, the 
role of the pastor, the church as the 
Body of Christ, and many more.

The two distinctive qualities of 
Methodism, historically and in current 
practice, that set it off are:

1. The centrality of the grace and love of 
God in Christ for the salvation of the 
world. All Christian denominations 
believe this proposition, but Methodism 
puts greater emphasis on it, and places it 
at the center of the faith – as compared 
to the role of rules, doctrine and 
sacraments in other churches.

2. This belief then is lived out by pastors 
through itinerant mission work. Ordained 
ministers, known as “elders,” serve the 
world by being willing to serve wherever 
sent in ministry and not called by the 
local church. They are to serve the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 
wherever, whenever, and to whomever 
without approval of a bishop or the local 

church. Early Methodist preachers 
would serve Communion to people in 
public places, like in front of a Court 
House. As a result, Methodism grew 
among the rich and poor, black and 
white, free and slave, because of grace 
and the freedom of the Elders to go out. 
No other Christian group has followed 
this distinctive practice!

As United Methodists, how distinctive 
are we? Do people understand our 
members as being gracious and loving? 
Are we known for what we do in and 
for the community in Christ’s name?

Rev. Gary MooreRev. Gary MooreRev. Gary MooreRev. Gary Moore

Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and lean not on your own heart and lean not on your own heart and lean not on your own heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; In all your ways understanding; In all your ways understanding; In all your ways understanding; In all your ways 

acknowledge Him, and He will make your acknowledge Him, and He will make your acknowledge Him, and He will make your acknowledge Him, and He will make your 
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Peach Season is Here
By Marie Savage

Marie Savage's cooking column appears weekly in the Times-Record newspaper. This installment, originally published on July 
6, 2011, seemed to be a Providential lead-in to next month's Peach Festival. It is reprinted by kind permission of the author, 
and by the editor of the Times-Record.

Peach season is here. Sweet, juicy peaches are becoming available in abundance. The warm weather has hurried the ripening 
and the lack of rainfall has made them sweeter. Since varieties of peaches ripen at different times, we usually have fresh 
peaches all summer long.

Everyone has a favorite variety, but don't pass up some delicious peaches waiting on your favorite to get ripe. Try them all – 
you may just find a new favorite if you do. We all love freestone peaches because there is no waste. Freestone means the flesh 
of the peach will pull cleanly away from the seed. Starting mid June the freestone peaches are available.

My neighbor has a peach orchard and I saw the "Peach" sign go up on the front lawn recently.

If you travel down Preston Road make sure you look for the sign. This is the best time to enjoy fresh peaches but you can 
enjoy them year-round if you take the time to freeze them.

Follow these simple steps to freeze those peaches.
1. Choose ripe peaches and handle carefully so you do not bruise the delicious flesh.
2. Wash peaches in cool water and then drop for 30 seconds into a pan of boiling water.
3. Immediately remove from the boiling water and immerse in cold ice water to stop the heating process.
4. Peel peaches and cut in half.
5. Carefully remove the peach flesh from the pit. You may slice the peaches to your desired size.
6. Add 1/4 teaspoon of ascorbic acid to 1/2 cup of cold water and sprinkle over about a quart of peaches.
7. Add 2/3 cup of sugar to peaches and mix gently.
8. Scoop peaches into freezer bags and freeze. Remember to mark the bags with the date.

Peach PiePeach PiePeach PiePeach Pie
Let's make an old-fashioned peach pie.
Peel 10 fresh peaches, pit and slice and set aside. Then mix 1/3 cup flour, 1 cup sugar, 1/4 cup butter into the crumb stage.
Place one pastry shell in the bottom of a 9-inch pie plate. Line the shell with fresh peeled, sliced, pitted peaches.
Sprinkle some of the butter mixture on top of the peaches, then put more peaches on top of this crumb mixture.
Continue layering until the peaches and the crumbs are gone. Top with lattice strips of pie crust.
Bake at 350 degrees for 45 minutes or until crust is golden. Allow pie to cool before slicing.
Best when eaten fresh.

Peach CobblerPeach CobblerPeach CobblerPeach Cobbler
This is a very moist cobbler. It's easy to make and delicious to eat.
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
In a large bowl, combine 2 cups (or one 29-ounce can) of sliced peaches with juice from the peaches, 2 tablespoons melted 
butter, a pinch of cinnamon and a pinch of nutmeg.
Dissolve 1 tablespoon of corn starch in 1/2 cup water, then stir into the peach mixture. Set aside.
In another bowl combine 1 cup milk, 1 cup sugar, 1 cup flour, 2 teaspoons baking powder, and 1 pinch salt.
Beat until smooth – mixture will be thin.
Melt 1/2 cup butter in a 9x13 pan. Pour the batter over the melted butter. Spoon peaches over the batter.
Sprinkle top with additional cinnamon and nutmeg.
Bake in preheated oven for one hour or until knife inserted comes out clean.

Fresh Peach CakeFresh Peach CakeFresh Peach CakeFresh Peach Cake
Cream 1/2 cup butter and 1 1/2 cup brown sugar and add 1 beaten egg.
Add 2 cups flour. 1 teaspoon baking soda,1/8 teaspoon salt, and 1 cup milk and beat until smooth.
Gently fold in 2 1/2 cups diced peaches, that have been peeled and pitted.
Mix well and pour into a greased and floured 9x13 pan.
Mix together 1 teaspoon cinnamon and 1/4 cup sugar and sprinkle over top.
Bake at 350 degrees for 30-35 minutes.

Enjoy today's recipes and until next time – stay cool, stay healthy, and stay happy.

Peach Season is Here!Peach Season is Here!Peach Season is Here!Peach Season is Here!
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Once again we are selling tickets for 
Em-Ings barbecue chicken dinners. 
Tickets are $8.50 per ticket. Each 
meal includes half of a barbecued 
chicken, cooked apples, potato salad, 
and a roll and butter. Tickets are on 
sale now, and can be purchased from 
members of the Activities Committee 
– Kay Fairbank, Donna Lane, Shirley 
Pryor, Bill and Shirley Bennett, Helen 
Fletcher, Judy Noel, and Isabel 
Brannock – or by emailing us at the 
newsletter. Get your tickets now!

Other food available at the festival 
includes: soft crab sandwiches, hot 
dogs, and hamburgers. We also will 
have an abundance of "peachy" items: 
Peach tea, Peach ice cream, Peach 
splits,  pie, and ice cream. And don't 
forget to visit our bake table, full of 
goodies like peach cobbler, pies, and 
cakes. There will also be fresh whole 
peaches available for sale.

We will also have vendors with a 
variety of goods for sale. We still have 
some spaces available if anyone has 
something they wish to promote or 
sell. To rent a table, email us here at 
the newsletter.
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Bethesda History NotesBethesda History NotesBethesda History NotesBethesda History Notes

March 17th 1880

Trustee meeting called. Present: J.W. Harris, J.E. Douglass, W. Billips, John Aspman,1 E.T. Moore, J.B. Fletcher. 
Absent: T.H. Fluharty, H.F. Willis, & W.W. Williamson. J.W. Harris in the chair.

Motion that Willis Wright2 be released from the payment of the ballance [sic] of note & interest3 after 3 May 

1879.4 Vote a tie, 2 for & [2 against].5

Moved that J.E. Douglass be paid the bal. due him out of cash in hand, which amt. is $45.69. Carried.6

Moved that the Secretary write and order that each Trustee shall sign, then Mr. Geo. M. Russum Moved that this 

meeting adjourn till…7

3 - It is unknown what this note is, or why 
Wright would have owed Bethesda mon-
ey, as this sentence seems to indicate.
4 - “3 May 1879” seems to be correct, al-
though it is an unusual date form for 
these minutes; possibly a small part is 
missing, since the date falls across a 
ragged margin of the paper.
5 - These words do not appear on the 
sheet, and have been interpolated based 
on the text; the rest of the minutes, if 
there ever were any, seem to have been 
lost.

1 - As noted in last month’s issue, the 
identity of this person is a total mystery. 
No doubt the transcription is incorrect.
2 - Willis Wright (January 31, 1825 – 
December 1906?) is briefly profiled in 
March 2011 issue; a fuller biography of 
him can be found in his son, Charles 
W. Wright’s, genealogy The Wright An-
cestry of Caroline, Dorchester, Somer-
set, and Wicomico Counties, Maryland 
(1907), 125-27.

6 - It is unclear whether this sentence 
belongs with the minutes from March 
17, 1880. It is possible that it follows on 
from a lost set of minutes.
7 - With the preceding sentence, this 
may belong with a different set of min-
utes. The original is somewhat illegible: 
“secretary” and “Mr. Geo. M. Russum,” 
especially, are best guesses. There is no 
date set in the original for the next meet-
ing. Strikethroughs are in the original.

Rev. DiPaolo delivers his address, "American 

Methodism and the Struggle over Slavery.

The audience mingles before the meeting begins.

Eric Cheezum introduces Rev. DiPaolo.

A couple months back, we promised 
a transcription of Rev. Joseph 
DiPaolo's talk on slavery, which he 
delivered at Bethesda on May 14. As 
that talk is due for publication 
elsewhere, we will not print it after 
all. Included below, however are 
some pictures from the talk..

Scenes from Rev. DiPaolo’s TalkScenes from Rev. DiPaolo’s TalkScenes from Rev. DiPaolo’s TalkScenes from Rev. DiPaolo’s Talk
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The Easton District Welcomes Rev. Gary 
Moore as its new Superintendent (we 
should have a stock photo from May, or 
from Nov. 2010)

Rev. Gary L. Moore has served 38 years 
under appointment in the Peninsula-
Delaware Annual Conference. For the last 
twelve years he has been appointed to St. 
Mark‘s UMC in Easton, Maryland. During 
that time the church under took at $4.6 M 
renovation and expansion campaign to 
make the church accessible. The "Growing 
To Serve" Campaign raised $2.6M. The 
Sunday worship schedule was expanded to 
include a contemporary service in addition 
to the two traditional services. The staff and 
the missions program were enlarged to 
address new ministry initiatives. The people 
of St. Mark‘s generously responded by 
doubling their giving to the Lord‘s work.

Rev. Moore has served Elkton and 
Kingswood in Brookside for ten years each; 
and, the Charges of Greensboro-Burrsville, 
Quantico-Rockawalkin, Church Hill-Price, 
and Magnolia. As a pastor he also served as 
an endorsed chaplain in the Army Reserve 
Component. After 25 years he retired from 
the Delaware National Guard as the Joint 
Forces Chaplain with the rank of Colonel. 
During that time he was deployed to the 
Pentagon after the September 11 attacks 

by al Qaeda. In 1995 he graduated from 
the Command & General Staff Course.

In the Peninsula-Delaware Conference 
he has served as Conference Secretary, 
Chair of Commission on Ar- chives & 
History and many other boards and 
committees. In 1998 he was on the 
Zambia Volunteer in Mis- sions Team. As 
a certified to administer of the Myers 
Briggs Type Inventory instrument on 
personality types, Rev. Moore has led 
workshops at Camp Pecometh, local 
churches, and businesses in Easton. It is 
a useful tool in helping to understand 
people‘s preferences in ministry and life, 
especially marriage.

As a student of the American story, he is 
currently studying pre-Civil War 
Methodism on the Eastern Shore. The 
focus is on how Methodism developed 
into five distinct identities while each 
group sought to be known as Methodist.

A major influence in his thinking about 
ministry is the work of Peter F. Drucker. 
Drucker believed that we need to seek to 
understand the present not the future. In 
his mind we too often seek to understand 
the pre- sent by thinking too much about 
the past and miss what has changed in 
the present. It is this change that is the 

key influence that must be addressed. 
According to Rev. Moore, this is relevant 
to our life in the annual conference. We 
are in the middle of the greatest changes 
since the Civil War. We need all the 
insight and spiritual guidance available 
to us in the present to strategically 
re-align our ministry resources differently 
from what we have known in the past. A 
second influence that Rev. Moore values 
is that of the writings of Jim Collins. 
Collins asserts that while it may be 
difficult in ministry to define results; 
results can be described. In Jesus‘ terms 
we are to be fruitful in ministry and 
fruitfulness can be described.

He married Jeanne on Valentine‘s Day 
twenty-five years ago (1986). They have 
four children and four grandchildren.

As a young child he had this inescapable 
call to serve as a minister of Jesus Christ. 
For him to live out that call among the 
people called Methodists on the 
Delmarva Peninsula has been an 
incredible journey of faith and love.

This article is reprinted with permission 
from the Easton District E-News (July 6, 
2011).

Welcome Superintendent Rev. Gary MooreWelcome Superintendent Rev. Gary MooreWelcome Superintendent Rev. Gary MooreWelcome Superintendent Rev. Gary Moore

Not what we gain
But what we give
Measures the worth
Of the lives we live.

~Anonymous

Nothing worth doing is completed in 
our lifetime; therefore, we are saved by 
hope. Nothing true or beautiful or 
good makes complete sense in any 
immediate context of history; 
therefore, we are saved by faith. 
Nothing we do, however virtuous, can 
be accomplished alone; therefore, we 
are saved by love. No virtuous act is 
quite as virtuous from the standpoint 
of our friend or foe as from our own; 
therefore, we are saved by the final 
form of love, which is forgiveness.

Reinhold Niebuhr (1892–1971), The 
Irony of American History (1952)

Some of my earliest memories of going to 
Bethesda UMC were after Tom and I got 
married and I moved to Preston in the 
early 1970s. I chose to attend Bethesda 
because it was much closer than my 
church, Eldorado UMC, and also because 
Tom was a member there with his family. 
I so enjoyed watching all of the older 
ladies during springtime wearing their 
beautiful broad brimmed hats with 
flowers on them. Some even had veils. 
Some of the ladies I remember were Mrs. 
O. B. Blades, Mrs. Dee Blades, Mrs. Mary 
Campbell, Mrs. Mary Blades, and Mrs. 
Elva Butler. They were all so elegant when 
they came to church. 

All of these ladies and their hats each had 
their own unique character and 
personality. Miss Dee was a very tiny and 
petite lady. She was always nice to me, 
especially when she would drop by A. W. 
Sisk  & Son, to see her husband,  Mr. J. 
Dallas Blades, while I was an employee 
there from 1967 to 1974. Some of the 
time I would sit in front of Mrs. O. B. 
Blades in church, and I thought she was 

so pretty with her lovely hat, and she was 
always friendly and talkative. Mrs. Mary 
Campbell was a tall elegant lady and 
wore horn rimmed glasses and a broad 
brim hat; she always was very warm and 
outgoing to everyone. Mrs. Mary and Mr. 
A. T. Blades would always be there on 
Sunday mornings. Miss Mary was a small 
petite lady also, always friendly, and  
looking very sharp in her hat.  Mrs. Elva 
Butler, (Tom's Aunt Elva) was tall, 
slender, and always in attendance and 
attractive in her pretty hat too.

Occasionally I would attend the Senior 
Adult Sunday School. I enjoyed being a 
part of their group discussions, and 
listening to their words of wisdom.  
Many of these same ladies were a part of 
this group that displayed their beautiful 
springtime bonnets. Also Mrs. Larue 
Engle would always be in attendance 
too.  Sometimes I think it would be 
wonderful if we only could have some of 
these special people from the past back 
in our lives today.
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July 2011
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3
Service at 10 am

4
Independence Day
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Service at 10 am
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Service at 10 am

18 19
7pm: Activites 

Committee

20
7 pm:  Christian 
Education Task 
Force Meeting
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7pm:  Outreach 

Committee Meeting
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Service at 10 am

25 26 27
7pm: Handbell 

Practice

28 29 30

31
Service at 10 am

Handbells Perform

During Service

Bible School at Immanuel Lutheran Church 6 p.m.

August 2011
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Service at 10 am
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9 am- 2 pm: 10th 

Annual Peach 

Festival
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Service at 10 am

15 16 17
7pm: Administrative 

Board meeting
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Service at 10 am
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