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November & December Busy Months for TGIT Families

Baptism of  Ella Guerra, Decem-
ber 2, 2012. The Guerra family, 
from left: Cristina, Hunter, Ella, 
Tammy, and Raul (Picture courtesy 
of  Tammy Guerra).

TGIT Christmas Pageant on 
December 13 (Picture courtesy of  
Tammy Guerra).

The TGIT kids and families pose 
with blankets the kids made to send to 
wounded veterans in November.



Weekly Income Circle of  Concern
Betty Hinnershitz
2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7383

Gloria Trice
21850 Water St
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7339

Tharon Harrington
The Pines
610 Dutchmans Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD
Bob McConnell
520 Kerr Ave.
Denton, MD 21629

At Nursing Homes:

Members and friends have committed $915 a week in sub-
scriptions to Bethesda. Weekly income is reported relative to 
that figure, with a breakdown of  subscription versus general 
plate income.
Date Attendance Plate Pledge Total
Dec. 2 60 $324.07 $797 $1,121.07
Dec. 9 54 $436.63 $979 $1,415.63
Dec. 16 63 $446.50 $670 $1,116.50
Dec. 23 57 $431 $662 $1,093
Dec. 24 85 $150 $461 $611
Dec. 30 41 $298.10 $488 $786.10

Minimum Expected Income (5 weeks): $4575
Actual Income: $6143.30
Average Attendance: 53
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From Your Pastor
It is that time of  the year again. It is the 
time when we look back and yet look 
hopefully to the future. We evaluate the 
past twelve months and consider what we 
will do differently in the next fifty-two 
weeks. Not only do we consider our own 
future, but also that of  the world around 
us. Will this year be filled with peace, love, 
and harmony? That is the ideal world 
that we would all to like to find – but the 
world is marred.

Let us turn to the Bible as we consider 
our resolutions for the New Year. Our 
first resolution is to love God. Mark 12:30 
states, “Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind and with all your strength.” 
This is when we commit our whole self  
and all that we are to loving God. When 
we truly offer all of  our heart to God we 
begin to care about what God cares about. 
It is then easy to live out the next verse of  
that scripture, which reads, “‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no com-
mandment greater than these.” When we 
reserve first and second places for God 
and our neighbor, all of  life seems to fall 
in place.

Through this order we set aside time for 
God daily. Jesus knew the importance of  
this as we read: “Immediately Jesus made 
the disciples get into the boat and go on 
ahead of  him to the other side, while 
he dismissed the crowd. After he had 
dismissed them, he went up on a moun-

tainside by himself  to pray. When evening 
came, he was there alone...” (Matt 14:22-
23) This can be time spent in prayer, 
reading the scriptures, journaling, singing 
songs of  praise. The important thing is 
that we spend time with God in a mean-
ingful way.

As we dive deeper with God, we will dis-
cover God’s heart for the helpless, poor, 
and needy. When we care for the “least 
of  these” (Matt 25:40), we are caring for 
God. God also cares about our relation-
ships, and wants us to mend those that 
need it. Seek forgiveness and reconcilia-
tion for God first showed the same to us. 

Unlike so many of  our resolutions that 
can be made, these are ones with eternal 
value. I pray this year each of  you will fall 
deeper in love with God and may He stir 
our hearts to love one another and the 
world.  

“Therefore, if  anyone is in Christ, the new 
creation has come: The old has gone, the 
new is here!” (2 Cor. 5:17)

Pastor Karen
Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself  yet to have 
taken hold of  it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is be-
hind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward 

the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heav-
enward in Christ Jesus.

~Philippians 3:13-14~

News Briefs
• If  anyone wants to start using offering 
envelopes, see Donna Lane. They are a 
good way to keep track of  your offerings, 
and you will receive a quarterly state-
ment.

• Thanks to the generosity of  the congre-
gation, Bethesda was able to donate $600 
towards Hurricane Sandy relief.

• Charge Conference will take place Janu-
ary 7 at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall. All 
are invited; members may vote. Please 
join us and see first hand how Bethesda 
is governed!

• TGIT resumes Thursday, February 7 
at 6pm. All children ages four and up, as 
well as teens, are invited.

John Legates
505 Academy St.
Cambridge, MD 21613

Our Sincere Thanks to Biskach Pro-
duce, who donated the fruit for our 
Christmas Eve goody bags.

Need fruit? Write them at 6372 Sui-
cide Bridge Rd, Hurlock, MD 21643, 
or give them a call at 410-943-3151



“Every man should be born again on the first day of  Janu-
ary.  Start with a fresh page.  Take up one hole more in the 
buckle if  necessary, or let down one, according to circum-
stances; but on the first day of  January let every man gird 
himself  once more, with his face to the front, and take no 

interest in the things that were and are past.”

Henry Ward Beecher, 1813-1887

I would like to thank my wonderful church family at 
Bethesda for your most generous gift at Christmas. I 
consider myself  very blessed to be serving with and 
alongside each of  you. These past seven months have 
been a true joy for me and my family. We appreciate 
your love and support as we have begun this journey 
of  ministry.

Pastor Karen and Family

The following article is reprinted from Loud & 
Claire, the Cape St, Clair UMC newsletter, 
January 15, 1990. It was authored by Roger 
Rima, who thought it would make a nice entry 
in the Bugle. Roger has added a short “update” 
to the article, which follows it below.

From Loud & Claire, the Cape St, Clair 
UMC newsletter, January 15, 1990.

“Be patient - God isn’t finished with me 
yet!”

Seeing these words on a magnetic kitch-
en button triggered a kaleidoscope of  
reflections on the events of  the past year. 
I need to share some of  those events and 
thoughts with you, my family in Christ!

Eris and I moved from Frederick to 
Easton last Dec. 15 with the intention of  
taking early retirement from I.B.M. and 
starting a second career in social ser-
vices. Early January found me in Johns 
Hopkins with very bleak prospects of  
survival. Your support of  my family and 
prayers for me were critical elements in 
my survival and ultimate recovery from 
quadruple by-pass surgery. You weren’t 
finished with me – neither was God!

The rest is history, as the saying goes. 
I started that second career in July as a 
house-counselor at Chesterwye Center 
in Grasonville. I spend fifteen days and 
nights a month living with and teaching 
living skills to mentally retarded/devel-
opmentally disabled adults. It’s become 
a labor of  love working with these 
most-cherished of  God’s children. Our 
absence from church every other Sunday 
is due to our taking the Chesterwye folks 
to Emmanuel U.M.C. on the Sundays I 
work. God’s certainly not finished with 

me yet! Thoughts persist on the loss of  
my good friends, Bill and Nancy, during 
this year – Why them, God, and not me? 
Why me and not them, God? Do You 
really get “finished” with us?

The kaleidoscope turns yet again and 
the Great Truth is spread before me 
– “Christ is born! Hallelujah!” Christmas 
repeats and repeats the central theme. 
Unlike the novel, with beginning and 
end, God is never finished with us! Any 
of  us!

Dear family in Christ, please accept my 
belated thanks for all of  your prayers and 
support during this past year. Celebrate 
with me the central truth that “God isn’t 
finished with us, yet ever!

Your friend in Christ,

Rog Rima
Update

Roger and Eris are both from Iowa 
originally, and were raised in the Norwe-
gian Lutheran Church in America. After 
many moves due to Roger’s job at IBM, 
the Rimas ended up at Cape St. Claire, in 
Anne Arundel County. With no Lutheran 
church available there, they attended 
instead Cape St. Clair UMC. Roger had 
been having heart trouble for several 
years, and through his good friend and 
fellow IBM manager Frank Daffin, Jr., 
who was born and raised in Easton, the 
Rimas had discovered the Eastern Shore. 
They moved to Easton in

December 1988, and Roger worked from 
home. After a quadruple bypass in Janu-
ary 1989, Roger retired from IBM, at the 
age of  57.

Roger then began a second career at 
Chesterwye Center in Grasonville, where 
he helped adults with developmental dif-
ficulties. He lived with four men in a resi-
dence provided by the state department 
of  disabilities, and was their residential 
counselor. Every week he took his four 
charges to church to Emmanuel UMC in 
Grasonville, but he and Eris always tried 
to get over to Cape St. Claire UMC when 
possible. At 62, Roger began working at 
the Chesapeake Center in Easton, which 
handles developmental disabilities in the 
mid-Shore region. He then joined the 
Association for Retarded Citizens (ARC) 
chapter based in Easton, and ended up 
becoming its executive director.

Roger and Eris travelled to Rehoboth 
beach quite often, and when they 
were returning from a trip they passed 
through Preston. On previous trips, they 
had taken note of  Bethesda, and felt it 
was a lovely church.

Bethesda was holding a bazaar that day, 
and Eris and Roger stopped to look 
around. The first person they met was 
Barbara Baker. Barbara was very cordial 
and welcoming, and invited the Rimas 
to church, and they came the very next 
weekend. As Roger puts it, “And Pow! 
Here we are. We first visited in 1998, and 
have been coming ever since. “

Roger says that much of  his life has 
seemed to lead to his time at Bethesda. 
By way of  updating his original article, 
he says, “Even when life isn’t going 
great, I look to the faith of  my church to 
keep me going, and Bethesda has surely 
done that for us.” 

“God Isn’t Finished With Me Yet!”
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Note of  Thanks



The memory card printed above was provided by the family, 
to whom we offer our sincere condolences.

In Memoriam: Cynthia Stansberry
MORGANTOWN, W.VA. - Cynthia 
Carol “Cindy” Stansberry, 62, of  Mor-
gantown, W.Va., formerly of  Harmony, 
passed away Friday, Nov. 9, 2012, at 
Ruby Memorial Hospital in Morgantown.

Born Nov. 23, 1949, in Easton, she was 
the daughter of  the late Emma and 
Pat Bishoff. She attended North Caro-
line High School. She married Dennis 
Stansberry in November 1970. She later 
furthered her education at Washington 
College with a double major in English 
and education. Cindy held many jobs, 
but her true passions were teaching 
and helping others. She loved each of  
her students as her own family. She is 
survived by her husband, Dennis Stans-

berry; her children, Tara Fuchs, and her 
husband JR, and Devon Stansberry and 
his girlfriend, Kim; sisters, Linda Geib, 
and her husband, Wes; Sara Bishoff, and 
her husband, Danny Youngblood; and 
Rhonda Fleetwood; brothers, Timothy 
Bishoff, and his wife, Pam; Daniel Bish-
off, and his wife, Billie Jo; and Paul Bish-
off; and many beloved nieces, nephews, 
and friends; and all her furry babies. She 
was preceded in death by her parents, 
Emma Spano Bishoff  and Pat Bishoff; 
and two brothers, Joe Bishoff  and Bruce 
Bishoff. A celebration of  life was held in 
Cindy’s memory Saturday, Dec. 1, at the 
home of  Linda and Wes Geib in Easton. 
Cindy joined Bethesda in the early 1980s.
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Rev. Mark Palmer (1947-1999) was an asso-
ciate pastor at St. Paul’s UMC in Wilmington, 
Delaware. The reprinted letter below is another 
in the running series of  newsletter articles 
Palmer wrote during his battle with cancer.

Letter Four

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

As I write this letter it is Thursday morn-
ing, January 22 [1998] after the Wednes-
day night worship service. We were both 
deeply touched by the atmosphere of  
love and prayer that surrounded us. The 
Spirit was a palpable presence through-
out the evening, and my heart was filled 
with a wonderful warmth. The service 
of  healing for Jane and me and our fam-

ily was an experience of  the church fully 
alive. It is awesome to behold the beauty 
of  the body of  Christ when that body 
is brimming with prayer and gestures of  
love. I think we who gathered brought 
to the service what was on our hearts, 
but all of  what we brought seemed to be 
mingled with a presence larger than any 
of  us.

Those of  you who could not be present, 
but who were with us in prayer, greatly 
added to the atmosphere of  the evening 
and only strengthened my conviction 
that when a congregation truly unites in 
prayer wondrous gifts are always given. 
I am sure that the full dimensions 
of  what was given cannot be named 

The Letters of  Rev. Mark W. Palmer
by any one of  us who were present. 
When the Spirit breaks in, as it did 
last night, I think ripples of  grace re-
verberate through people in ways that 
are impossible to calculate. And yet I 
can speak of  the gift Jane and I received. 
We felt loved. We felt God’s presence. 
What more could we ask for? It was a 
wondrous gift and I am convinced that 
come what may, only good can come 
from what we experienced Wednesday 
night. For this we thank you. And for 
this we love you. 

Grace & Peace,

Mark Palmer

In reading the church newsletter, I saw 
I had lost a good, loving, and caring 
friend. She will be sadly missed. Barbara 
used to take Delores Dolby and me to 
many places to get donations for the 
church. We got wheelchairs, clothes, 
toys, anything to help the needy. We 
collected different things we could use, 
all kinds of  things for needy families. We 
sold her crafts at Walmart many times 
and she donated the money to church. 
She helped Dolores, giving her food a 
lot of  times. I remember when Delores, 

Remembering Barbara Baker
Shirley Pryor, Barbara, and I spent many 
days in the church separating the clothes 
and housewares we had collected for a 
yard sale at church. Sometimes she would 
take us to lunch, she was so appreciative 
of  the help. One time she took Delores 
and me to Baltimore for crab cakes. We 
had Christmas parties for the kids. She 
always baked a birthday cake for Delores 
and me. I’ll never forget 9/11. Barbara 
and Delores were waiting for me at 
Barb’s house, but Jeff  and I were watch-
ing the first plane hit the Tower in New 

York. I left right after that and when I 
got to Barb’s, I told them about it and we 
just stayed there and watched the other 
plane hit, and all the other excitement. 
We didn’t get any crafts done that day. 
We used to help her with the crafts, and 
helped her price them. Barbara was in a 
lot of  pain, but she did what she could, 
and probably a lot more than she should 
have.

 Betty Hinnershitz
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Bethesda History Notes
Minutes of the Fourth Quarterly Conference for Federalsburg Circuit, Dover District, Wilmington anual [sic] conf. was 
held at Federalsburg, Saturday, Feb 6th, 1875, Dr. Keney [sic], P.E. in the chair. On motion R.H. Conway was elected 
secretary.

In the absence of Recording Steward with Roll of members the following were noted as present: Bros. Pennington,1 Ken-
ney, B & RH Conway, JF Sulivan [sic], Wm. Sullivan,2 Covey, Elliott, Brown, Watkins, Dean, Sisk, McCarter, Billops, 
Noble, Harris, and Taylor.

No complaints, No appeals.

Pastor’s Report was read and placed on file together with papers in connection with relief forwarded from Circuit by Pas-
tor to Western sufferers.3

No report from Standing committees.

Trustees report from Friendship & St Paul’s were read and placed on file and verbal reports made [by] Bethlehem, Friend-
ship, and Preston.

The Stewards reported from the different charges for the support of the Gospel the following amts:

amt col.
Federalsburg  $77. 75  Distribution
Friendship  37. 00
Preston  90. 00  P.E.  $15. 00
St. Paul’s  25. 00  Jun. Preacher  40. 00
Harmony (by Preston)  4. 00  Sen. “  200. 35
Bethlehem  21. 60  ----
 $255. 35   $255. 35

The Pastor’s report for the year is: No. of schools, seven; No. of children bt4 four & five hundred; No. of books in library, 
one thousand more or less; No. of S.S.A. & teachers journals & misy5 Advocates, can not report definitely.

Received into the church on probation sixty or seventy. The congregations at all points on the circuit are very good. 
Deaths, three. Dismissal on certificate, five. Recieved [sic] by certificate, four.

Collections: Church Exten.,6 $7.13; Fds aid,7 $3.53; Bishops, $8.56; S.S. Union $4.368; C.A.,9 $2.59; Tract, $3.07; Bible 
___10; Conf. claimants,11 $44.00; missionary ___.12 To the western sufferers from circuit $29.60, forwarded by Adams 
Expres13 [sic] to T.H. Tibbs14 for distribution.15

The following Brethren were Elected as board of stewards for the ensuing year: J.W. Brown, Wm. H. Watkins, M. Pat-
ton, P.D. Taylor, B. Conway, J.W. Harris, J.W. Noble, J.B. Fletcher, Wm. Sisk, & S.H. Melson (10)

Rec.16 Steward, S.H. Melson; Dist.17 Steward, J.W. Brown.

1 - Penington/Pennington first appears in 
the minutes in III:8. Although he apparently 
became a travelling preacher, nothing else is 
known of  him at this time.
2 -  William Sullivan first appears in the 
minutes in III:7 as an exhorter. A William 
Sullivan appears in the 1870 census in Fed-
eralsburg, aged 53. He owned $2,000 in real 
estate, $500 in personal estate, and “works in 
Grist Mill” – presumably his own operation.
3 - The “Western sufferers” were almost 
certainly people in the Midwestern states 
who had endured a locust invasion of  bibli-
cal proportions in the summer of  1874. For 
more information, see note 15 below and the 
special article on page 7.
4 -  Presumably “about.”
5 -  Possibly an abbreviation for “mission-
ary,” although the original is illegible.

6 -  That is, “Extension.”
7 -  That is, Freedmen’s Aid. See III:7, p. 3, n. 
18 for a brief  discussion of  Freedmen’s Aid.
8 -  Presumably “Sunday School.” It is not 
clear whether “union” here is meant as a 
general term, or if  it refers to Union church 
in Federalsburg.
9 -  It is uncertain to what this abbreviation 
refers.
10 -  The underscore here is mine, as a blank 
exists in the original at this point. Presum-
ably an amount was to be added later, but 
never was.
11 -  An illegible version of  this appears in 
III:7. Although “Conf. claimants” is the cor-
rect transcription, it is unclear to what this 
refers.
12 -  A similar situation as in note 8.

13 -  The Adams Express Company was 
a shipping company in the vein of  Wells 
Fargo. Founded formally in 1854, the 
company developed a courier network that 
was national in scope, and no doubt very 
familiar to the businessmen who ran the 
Federalsburg circuit at this time. Adams Ex-
press still exists, although it is now a mutual 
fund company only.
14 -  It is unknown to whom this name 
refers.
15 -  Concerning western relief, the 1875 
Conference Journal notes that “Rev. D. P. 
Mitchell, a Presiding Elder of  the South 
Kansas Conference, addressed the Con-
ference in behalf  of  the suffers of  that 
region. A collection was taken, amounting 
to $106.78, for their relief ” (14). It would 
seem that Mitchell was probably touring 
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Bethesda History Notes, Contd.
The following brethren were elected trustees for the following year:

Friendship: M. Patton, Sam’l. Nichols, Jas. Nichols, P.D. Taylor, Andrew Covey, J. Smith, Francis Nichols (7)

Bethlehem: Wm. Sisk, J.W. Dean, E. Baker, D. Waddle, John Philips, Jas. H. Holms18 (6)

St. Pauls: B. Conway, Jos. Conway, J.H. Smith, T.W. Niel,19 W.G. Mobray, R.H. Conway, W.G. Hurlock (7)

Harmony: Jas. Butler, P. Fleetwood, A.R. Wright, R.S. Framptom, Thos. W. Nichols, Chs. McNash, C.H. Todd, S.H. 
Melson, F.E. Nichols (9)

Preston: D.R. Wright, Jos. Noble, J.W. Harris, Dr. Willis, Elijah Todd, Wm. Billops, J.B. Fletcher, Wm. Williamson, Jas. 
E. Douglas [sic] (9)

Bro. Jas. M. McCarter was recommended by the society at Bethlehem for License to Preach after the usual Disciplinary 
questions by the P. Elder. Bro. McCarter retired and on motion was duly licensed by the conference. No Recommendations 
for Local Preachers’ Ordination.

Bro. Penington’s License to Preach was renewed and he was recommended to the next annual Conference for the traveling 
connection.

The characters of Bros. J.L. Kenney and D.R. Wright [illegible] as Local Deacons.

The General rules have been read.

Standing committees for coming year were appointed as follows:

Church Exten.: J.W. Brown, J.W. Dean, J.W. Harris, M. Patton, F.E. Nichols, Bascom Hubbard,20 S.H. Melson

Tract: A.R. Wright, Wm. Sisk, Edgar Harris,21 M. Patton, Wm. H. Watkins, B. Conway

S.S.: J.H. Davis, D.R. Wright, J.L. Kenney, R.H. Conway, L. Wilkins, T. Noble22

Missions: J.W. Brown, W. Prouse,23 S. Sparklin,24 W.H. Watkins, Wm. Sisk, S.H. Melson, R.H. Conway, Willis Wright, 
J.W. Bradley25

Church Records: P. White,26 Wesley Moore,27 J.W. Harris

Parsonage: Ladies [illegible28] Society

Parsonage Trustees: M. Patton, B. Conway, J.W. Brown, D.O.P. Elliott, & P.D. Taylor

Next quarterly meeting to be held at Preston on the 6th & 7th of June, Quarterly Conf. to be held on the 7th after Public 
Service at 10 o’clock. On motion Conf. adjourned with Benediction By Bro. Penington.

  W. Kenney, Pres.

R.H. Conway, Sec’y

  S.H. Melson, R.S. 

conferences in the East seeking help. The 
journal adds that the conference resolved 
“That we recommend to all our Churches to 
provide boxes of  clothing, as soon after the 
close of  Conference as possible, and send the 
same, with a liberal contribution of  money, 
to aid our friends who have been so well, so 
eloquently represented by our beloved fel-
low-laborer, Rev. D. P. Mitchell” (47). While 
the amount raised by the conference and 
the $29.60 raised by the Federalsburg Circuit 
might seem a poor offering, in 1875 dol-
lars $135 had the buying power of  perhaps 
$3,000, at a low estimate.
16 -  That is, “Recording.”
17 -  That is, “District.”
18 -  James H. Holms (sometimes Holmes) 
was born around 1817, and was evidently a 

very prosperous farmer. In 1870 he owned 
$56,000 in real estate and $25,000 in personal 
property – absolutely princely sums in that 
era. By 1875 he owned lands in the Hunt-
ing Creek region, a large section of  property 
along what is now Frazier’s Neck Road, and 
farms on either side of  the Bethlehem-Har-
mony Road just north of  Bethlehem. He 
probably lived on one of  these latter farms. 
Holms appeared in a set of  trustee minutes 
from Bethesda, in I:12.
19 -  That is, Turpin W. Neal, who has ap-
peared in many editions of  these notes.
20 -  No information is currently available 
relating to this person.
21 -  No information is currently available 
relating to this person.
22 -  Presumably Twiford Noble, who has 

appeared often in these notes.
23 -  Possibly William S. Prouse, who lived 
near Federalsburg in 1880, and was next door 
neighbors with D.O.P. Elliott. He was born 
around 1833, and was a druggist.
24 -  No information is currently available 
relating to this person.
25 -  John Wesley “Wes” Bradley was a 
trustee at Bethesda in this period. He appears 
in I:2, I:4, I:11, II:1, III:2, and III:7 (misiden-
tified).
26 -  No information is currently available 
relating to this person.
27 -  No information is currently available 
relating to this person.
28 -  This is, presumably, some variation of  
the Ladies’ Aide Society, but the actual name 
is illegible.
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Outside the Red Doors: The Kansas Grasshopper Plague of  1874
The following article is reprinted by kind 
permission of  the Kansas Historical Society, 
and is an entry in that society’s “Kansapedia.” 
The original article, and links to many more on 
various aspects of  Kansas history, can be found 
at http://www.kshs.org/kansapedia/grasshop-
per-plague-of-1874/12070.

Grasshopper Plague of  1874

Following the Civil War, many settlers 
came to Kansas in hopes of  finding 
inexpensive land and a better life.  By 
1874, many of  these newly arrived fami-
lies had broken the prairie and planted 
their crops.  During the spring and early 
summer months of  that year the state 
experienced sufficient rains.  Eagerly the 
farmers looked forward to the harvest. 
However during the heat of  summer a 
drought occurred. Yet this was not the 
most devastating thing to happen to the 
farmers that summer.

The invasion began in late July when 
without warning millions of  grass-
hoppers, or Rocky Mountain locusts, 
descended on the prairies from the 
Dakotas to Texas.  The insects arrived 
in swarms so large they blocked out the 
sun and sounded like a rainstorm. Crops 
were eaten out of  the ground, as well as 
the wool from live sheep and clothing 
off  people’s backs. Paper, tree bark and 
even wooden tool handles were de-
voured. Hoppers were reported to have 
been several inches deep on the ground 
and locomotives could not get traction 

because the insects made the rails too 
slippery.

As a whole, Kansans refused to be de-
feated. The settlers did their best to stop 
the hoppers by raking them into piles, 
like leaves, and burning them but these 
efforts were in vain because of  the sheer 
numbers of  the pests. Inventive citizens 
built hopper dozers or grasshopper har-
vesters to combat future visitations. The 
hoppers usually stayed from two days to 
a week and then left as they had come, 
on the wind. The areas hit the worst 
were where most of  the settlers were 
new arrivals, not having had the time to 
establish themselves in their new homes. 
The needs of  the newly arrived immi-
grants in the western counties of  Kansas 
were greater than the more settled 

eastern portion.  They needed grain for 
their next year’s crops and to feed their 
work animals.  They also needed provi-
sions and clothing to make it through 
the coming winter.

In September the governor convened an 
extra session of  the legislature hoping to 
find a way to help Kansans survive the 
calamity. The legislature determined that 
it did not have the power to take money 
directly from the state’s treasury to help 
with the emergency.  The plea for help 
went across America. Soon aid for the 
destitute Kansans began to arrive. Rail-
roads provided free transportation of  
the barrels, boxes, and bales of  supplies 
such as beans, pork, and rice. America’s 
farmers even donated railcars full of  
barley and corn to assist Kansans with 
the next year’s planting.

The needs of  the newly arrived immi-
grants in the western counties of  Kansas 
were greater than the more settled 
eastern portion.  They needed grain for 
their next year’s crops and to feed their 
work animals.  They also needed provi-
sions and clothing to make it through 
the coming winter. 

Governor Thomas Osborn called a 
special session of  the legislature to issue 
bonds to relieve the destitution left by 
the grasshoppers. The rest of  the nation 
responded to pleads for aid by sending 
money and supplies, which were often 
hauled free of  charge by the railroads.

In this July 3, 1875 illustration from Harper’s Weekly, a field is cleared of  grasshoppers by sweep-
ing them into piles and burning them. (Image courtesy of  the Kansas Historical Society)

In this political cartoon by Kansan Henry Worrall (1825-1902), Kansan farmers battle with grasshoppers, among other 
menaces to the farm economy. (Image courtesy of  the Kansas Historical Society)
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