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Women of  Bethesda Celebrate Christmas
The Women of  Bethesda had their annual Christmas party 
again this year at Helen Fletcher’s house. They enjoyed a 
great covered dish luncheon, followed by games and the 
gift exchange led by Donna Lane. Thanks to Helen for 
opening up her house so we could have this get together. 

Shrove Tuesday 

PancakeSupper
Feb. 12, 5-7 PM

Serving pancakes, scrambled 
eggs, sausage, scrapple, 

stewed apples, coffee, juice 
or milk.

The price of  the supper is by 
donation.

The Women of  Bethesda will 
be asking for donations of  

food for the supper and also 
help in preparing and serving 
the supper. If  you can help, 
let Judy know at 443-786-

0199

Caption: Front, from left: Shirley Bennett, Shirley Pryor, Eris Rima, Helen Fletcher, 
Judy Noel; Back: Carol Miller, Barbara Sanders, Goldie Boone, Virginia Quinton, 
Jean Wright, Wanda Prothero, Isabel Brannock. Photo by Donna Lane. Not pic-
tured: Karen Handy, Doris Gerlach, and Donna Lane.

At Charge Conference on January 7, Rev. Gary 
Moore, Easton District Superintendent, presented 
Bethesda with a certificate of  appreciation for paying 
100 percent of  its apportionments, including those 
to the district and to the conference. This is a real 
milestone for Bethesda, and one to which our church 
has been working diligently for the last few years. Ap-
portionments are the “dues” that Methodist churches 
pay to support church work at the local, regional, 
national, and even international level. Through our 
apportionments Bethesda participates in ministries 
with thousands of  churches all over the world. Those 
funds also support work being performed in our own 
backyard, including administrative support from the 
district, and support for the conference archive at 

Barratt’s Chapel. Our ability to pay our apportionments is also another sign of  the rebirth taking 
place here at Bethesda, and a feather in our cap. Congratulations are due to the congregation, and 
to everyone who has donated money to aid in Bethesda’s work this last year!

Charge Conference

From left: Pastor Karen Handy, outgoing Finance Com-
mittee Chair Kay Fairbank, and Rev. Moore, show off  
Bethesda’s apportionment certificate.



Weekly Income Circle of  Concern
Betty Hinnershitz
2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7383

Gloria Trice
21850 Water St
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7339

Tharon Harrington
The Pines
610 Dutchmans Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD
Bob McConnell
520 Kerr Ave.
Denton, MD 21629

At Nursing Homes:

It takes approximately $1,450 to maintain Bethesda per 
week. Weekly income is reported relative to that figure, with 
a breakdown of  subscription versus general plate income.

Date Attendance Plate Pledge Total
Jan. 6 38 $342 $816 $1,158
Jan. 13 54 $560.50 $743 $1,249.50
Jan. 20 80 $300.05 $677 $977.05
Jan. 27 49 $524 $692 $1,216

Min Required Income (4 weeks): $5,800

Actual Income: $4,600.55

Yearly Avg Att: 55

Yearly Per Capita Income: $20.82
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From Your Pastor
We often think of  February as a short 
month, and numerically it is. However, 
this is a full month. It is one in which we 
celebrate love (Valentine’s Day) and the 
birthday of  significant presidents (Presi-
dent’s Day).  

As a Christian, this month has another 
significant season that begins: Lent. 
Wednesday, February 13 begins this time 
with Ash Wednesday. Many may not 
know why we enter this time of  Lent so 
let me share some thoughts. Lent is not 
mentioned in the scriptures, but has been 
practiced since the early church, around 
the second century A.D. Lent is a forty 
day period of  time (although Sundays 
are not counted as they are considered 
to be like a little Easter). This period is a 
time for reflection and turning to God. 
Ash Wednesday, the beginning of  Lent, 
is significant as we recognize and repent 
of  our sins. Some will attend services and 
have ashes on their forehead. These prac-
tices stem from the Jewish and Christian 
tradition which symbolizes repentance. 
For more information on Lent,  a helpful 

resource is at the Upper Room website 
(http://www.upperroom.org/lent101).  

To prepare ourselves and deepen our 
relationship with God, some will fast 
(going without food – but you can fast on 
anything: electronics, certain food groups, 
etc). Others will add something such as a 
prayer time, Bible study, service, or mis-
sion. If  you don’t already do a daily devo-
tion, this would be a great time to start, 
whether using a printed publication such 
as “The Upper Room,” which is available 
at the church or online (http://devotional.
upperroom.org/). There are also classic 
devotion materials that some enjoy this 
time of  the year. If  you need help finding 
one that’s right for you, feel free to talk to 
me and I will assist you. The purpose is 
to help us re-focus on God. Like so many 
things in life, the more that we pursue 
this, the greater the results we will receive. 

This Lenten season as a church we will 
explore the theme of  “If.” We will explore 
the many ways that we respond to God 
and God’s response to us. There are many 
times that we fail God, yet God responds 

For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no 
longer counting people’s sins against them. And he gave us 
this wonderful message of  reconciliation. So we are Christ’s 

ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak 
for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!”

~2 Corinthians 5:19-20~

News Briefs
• If  anyone wants to start using offering 
envelopes, see Donna Lane. They are a 
good way to keep track of  your offerings, 
and you will receive a quarterly state-
ment.

• TGIT resumes Thursday, February 7 
at 6pm. All children ages four and up, as 
well as teens, are invited.

• There will be an Administrative Board 
meeting Wednesday, February 20, at 7 
p.m., in the Fellowship Hall.

John Legates
505 Academy St.
Cambridge, MD 21613

to us with kindness and love. We often 
deserve a much worse fate, but God’s 
grace is upon us. We will explore much 
of  this through the Gospel of  Luke.   

1 Corinthians 2:2 states, “For I resolved 
to know nothing while I was with you 
except Jesus Christ and him crucified.” 
That is why we come together and enter 
this Lenten season. We will walk the road 
with our Lord as he shows us the way, 
the way to life!

Pastor Karen



“Doubt that the stars are fire, Doubt that the sun 
doth move his aides, Doubt truth to be a liar, But 

never doubt I love.”
William Shakespeare (1564?-1616), from Hamlet 

The Finance Committee met January 21 and prepared the 
2013 church budget, which will be presented to the Adminis-
trative Council for approval at that body’s meeting in Febru-
ary. Copies will be available after approval has been granted. 
One new program that was added to this year’s budget is 
Christian Education. This line item covers Adult Bible Study, 
as well as our TGIT children’s program. In the past, Chris-
tian Education operated using its own account, but it will be 
included in the general budget going forward. As our Chris-
tian Education program expands, we pray we have budgeted 
enough to cover expenses. As we monitor spending, it may be 
necessary to ask for your financial support. We will keep you 
apprised of  the status of  the programs.

Isabel Brannock
Chair, Finance Committee

Finance Committee Report
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Christi, Drew, and Ryan Saylor take a picture after service on January 20. 
Drew was baptized by Rev. Handy during the service.

The Women of  Bethesda met on Tuesday, January 22 
to fellowship and decide what activities we would have 
through June of  this year. Our most current project is 
preparing for our Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, which 
is always held the night before Ash Wednesday. This year it 
will be Tuesday, February 12, from 5 PM - 7 PM in the Fel-
lowship Hall. There is no set cost for the supper, but dona-
tions are gladly accepted. The menu includes: pancakes, 
scrambled eggs, sausage, scrapple, coffee, tea, orange juice 
or water. We will need help in cooking, serving and clean-
ing up after the dinner and appreciate any help we can get. 
All items served are donated through either the Women of  
Bethesda or the congregation. In the next couple weeks, I 
will be asking for certain donations from the congregation 
and trust we will receive all that we need, as we always do. 
We may be a small church, but we are a very giving and 
helpful group. Thanks in advance for all you do!

Judy Noel
President, Women of  Bethesda

Women of  Bethesda Report

Rev. Mark Palmer (1947-1999) was an asso-
ciate pastor at St. Paul’s UMC in Wilmington, 
Delaware. The reprinted letter below is another 
in the running series of  newsletter articles 
Palmer wrote during his battle with cancer.

Letter Five

Dear Brothers and Sisters;

 As many of  you have already heard, 
I have applied for a disability leave 
through our Annual Conference. I have 
applied to start on disability leave start-
ing on March 1, 1998, but this doesn’t 
necessarily mean that that will be the 
date granted because my application 
has to go through several conference 
committees. But, whatever date I actually 

start, I have made this decision in order 
to have more freed-up time to pursue 
whatever will enhance my health. I need 
the freedom to respond to whatever 
programs and workshops might be an 
added support to the treatment I receive, 
either from the National Cancer Institute 
or from my oncologist.

This feels like a right decision even 
though it is also a hard decision. I have 
nothing but gratitude for the years that 
I have spent with you as one of  your 
pastors. I derive deep satisfaction and 
meaning from the ministry that I have 
with you, and I do not surrender it 
without sadness. I will miss being a part 
of  the inner workings of  the congrega-

The Letters of  Rev. Mark W. Palmer
tion; however, Jane and I still intend to 
worship at St. Paul’s because you are our 
faith community, and I wouldn’t think of  
entering the next stretch of  my journey 
without connection to a faith commu-
nity.

There is much that I am uncertain about. 
This new way of  working for my health 
is shrouded in fog. I don’t pretend to 
know what God is up to, yet I trust that 
whatever it is, it will be for the good.

So I ask for your prayers that I may stay 
attentive to God’s guidance and trusting 
of  God’s purposes through it all.

Grace & Peace,

Mark Palmer
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Bethesda History Notes
Minutes of the First Quarterly meeting for Federalsburg Circuit, Dover district, Wilmington Anual [sic] conference held 
at Preston, June the 14th 1875, Rev. Wm. J. O’Neill in the chair; after devotional exercises on motion S.M. Melson was 
elected secretary. The Roll was called and members present answered to their names (see roll1).

No new superintendents. No complaints. No appeals.

Pastor’s Report accepted & placed on file. On motion the board of stewards retired to E[s]timate Preacher’s Salary. 
The[y] reported: Preacher in Charge $800.00, for Jun. Preacher $200, for the year, to be paid in proportion to time of 
service. The report was accepted. What has been collected for the preachers, and how has it been applied?

 coll. 

Federalsburg $30. 25 Applied

Preston 35. 50 P. Elder $16. 25

Friendship 33. 00 Preacher in Charge 128. 25

St. Paul’s 15. 00 

Harmony 10. 00 

Bethlehem 18. 75

P. coll. 2. 00

 $144. 50  $144. 50

No recommendations for license to Preach. The Generals [sic] rules have been read. The next quarterly meeting to be held 
at Bethlehem, time to be fixed by the Elder. Minutes read and approved. On motion, the conff. [sic] adjourned.

Benediction By Bro. D.R. Wright.

   
  Wm. J. O’Neill

S.H. Melson, Sec.   

1 - It is missing.

On January 4, 2013, the Browies and Daisies of  Troop 
1070 were joined in the Fellowship Hall at Bethesda by 
all Girl Scouts in the Preston area for a night of  Girl 
Scout cookie fun and education to kick off  the Girl 
Scout cookie selling season. The girls learned about 
what cookies were available for sale, business and sales 
techniques, goal setting, and service projects they can 
undertake to put funds earned by cookie sales to good 
use in our community.

The Girl Scout cookie program teaches business ethics, 
decision making, money management, people skills, 
and the importance of  goal setting. If  you’d like to pur-
chase a box of  cookies or would like to donate cookies 
to Operation Taste of  Home, a program that sends 
cookies to troops serving overseas and Caroline County 
food pantries, we would be happy to sell you a box or 
two. Sales continue through March 1.

Girl Scout News

Girl Scout Troop 1245 shows off  their decorated practice cookie booth.
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Kicking God out of  School: School Prayer and the Remaking of  American Politics 
by Aaron Haberman 

Part One: Introduction 

In the recent presidential election, 
though economic issues dominated the 
headlines, divisions over cultural issues 
like patriotism, gay marriage, abortion, 
and contraception, periodically emerged 
and revealed that the so-called “red-
state/blue-state” divide still permeated 
America.  Known popularly as the “cul-
ture wars,” these divisions have helped 
define America’s political culture over 
the last 50 years. Although it is largely 
forgotten today, the debate over prayer 
in public schools, which first came to a 
head in the famous 1962 Supreme Court 
case, Engel v. Vitale, was an opening 
salvo in the culture wars. Engel also 
precipitated the rise of  the political 
movement we now call the “Christian 
Right.” A loose coalition of  political or-
ganizations representing the interests of  
conservative Protestant evangelicals, the 
Christian Right emerged in the popular 
consciousness in the late 1970s with the 
formation of  Reverend Jerry Falwell’s 
“The Moral Majority.” But it was the 
school prayer issue that first galvanized 
many conservative Christians to active 
political lobbying in the 1960s. 

The wholesale banning of  school prayer 
that has taken place since Engel is a 
modern phenomenon. In the nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries, as public 
education itself  expanded, prayer and 
bible readings infused much of  public 
school curriculum. Some controversy did 

exist, but not over whether there ought 
to be religious observances in schools. 
Rather, debate centered on whose 
prayers should be used, with disagree-
ment in most cases arising between 
different Protestant denominations, 
or between Protestants and Catholics. 
Typically, local and state courts upheld 
the use of  religious prayers in schools 
so long as individual students could opt 
out of  any religious observance. The 
Supreme Court stayed out of  those dis-
putes, and the practices remained mostly 
uncontroversial until World War II, when 
a constitutional revolution on church-
state issues commenced. 

Over the next year, I will explore some 
of  the key moments in the story of  the 
school prayer movement after 1945, 
when the issue reemerged, captured the 
attention of  politicians, and then faded 
away again. The story is, perhaps, an 
unhappy one for school prayer advo-
cates. Time and again, polls indicated 
that a strong majority of  Americans 
favored a constitutional amendment to 
restore public school prayer, yet the issue 
made little headway. Moreover, despite 
the increased role of  people of  faith, 
particularly of  a conservative bent, in 
American politics over the last several 
decades, the power of  overt religiosity to 
influence political debate and policy has 
gone in the opposite direction. Indeed, 
far from demonstrating the power of  
faith in American life, the many attempts 
to return religion to the schools seem to 
show in sharp relief  just how secular the 

United States’ political system is in the 
postwar period – and how religion itself  
has become secularized. 

Although it has been mostly eclipsed 
by other social issues today, the history 
of  the school prayer debate continues 
to be worthy of  study because it offers 
a window into the rise of  the Christian 
Right as well as the wider role of  religion 
in the American political landscape. 
Despite being politically active and orga-
nized since the late 1970s, conservative 
Christians have failed to fulfill much of  
the conservative social agenda they es-
pouse. The decline of  school prayer, and 
the many efforts to resurrect it, offers 
some perspective into the reasons why. 

Next Time: Engel, and Abington, and 
prayers! (Oh my!) 

Aaron Haberman is an 
Assistant Professor of  
History at the University 
of  Northern Colorado. 
He earned his B.A. in 
history from Washington 
and Lee University and 
his M.A. and Ph.D. in 

history from the University of  South Carolina. 
He is currently completing a book manuscript 
for the University of  Virginia Press on the 
history of  the school prayer debate, entitled 
The Politics of  Prayer: Religion, Race, and 
the Odyssey of  the Christian Right in Modern 
America. This is the first of  six installments; 
the remainder will appear in the even months of  
2013.

It’s not too late to order Girl Scout 
cookies or to donate boxes to 
Operation Taste of  Home! Cook-
ies are $4.00 a box. See Emma 
Carmean or Susannah or Gillian 
Cheezum to place your order!
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The weekend of  January 4th, 5th, and 
6th I had the wonderful opportunity to 
accompany Cristina and Hunter Guerra, 
and Kendall Clough – our TGIT teen 
contingent – to Ocean City for the Pen-
Del Conference Youth Rally. The theme 
for the weekend was “Undignified,” 
which was based on a reading out of  
II Samuel 6: 21-22, where King David 
spoke of  celebrating so completely his 
relationship with God that he looked 
foolish. The point of  the theme was that 
God is going to love you no matter how 
you act, or what you look like, and you 
should just be yourself. To show this, 
the kids did all kinds of  funny things all 
weekend. One night, for instance, they 

“Undignified” Youth Rally
wore their most mismatched and unfash-
ionable outfits. The organizers also hand-
ed out funny moustaches for everybody 
to wear. As the pamphlet for the rally put 
it, “Now is the time for a generation to 
rise up and worship God wholly, wildly…
without fear or hesitation!”

Among the general highlights of  the 
rally was a guest minister who gave a talk 
about how everybody wears masks that 
prevent us from becoming closer to God. 
There was also an illusionist was there 
who performed stage tricks and kept the 
whole audience laughing. At one session 
Bishop Johnson spoke. One day we had 
“breakout” sessions, during which you 

could separate from your group and go 
to small group presentations. The girls 
went to the “Worship Through Drama” 
session (and you might see the results 
of  that session soon). I went to “Speak 
Up, Reach Out,” which was about teen 
suicide prevention. 

It was amazing to see so many kids, 
something like 4,000 kids, worshipping all 
as one. “Awesome” and “amazing” were 
the two words the girls used to describe 
their weekend on the way home. It was 
a great way to spend the weekend, and 
I hope we can send more teens to next 
year’s rally!

Beth Carmean

It was another year to remember! Janu-
ary 4-6, 2013 over 5,000 youth and adults 
gathered at the Ocean City Convention 
Center for the Peninsula-Delaware Con-
ference youth rally. Personally, I was there 
to serve as a nurse in our first aid station. 
During these three days, our team of  
three nurses dropped to two as one had 
an emergency at home. We carried on and 
were able to see over 180 people through-
out this time. This is the largest number 
of  visits we have ever had! To say that I 
was exhausted would be an understate-
ment, but God was good. He protected 
and provided for us. We were never too 
overwhelmed with people at one time, 
although the flow was steady. 

I have been attending the youth rally since 
I was a youth myself. I actually helped 
plan the first youth rally over 26 years ago 
as a youth, and I have only missed a few 
ever since. It is amazing to see how God 
has used this event to touch the lives of  
young people in our area. God has al-
lowed it to prosper and grow. Each year, I 

find that I learn as much as the kids. One 
of  the joys is for our youth to see that 
they are not alone in this faith journey. It 
is amazing to see so many youth gathered 
together and worshipping together. The 
big room is filled with intense energy and 
the praise that rises up is incredible. 

It was a privilege to be a part of  this 26th 
youth rally. The other day I was attending 
another event, and a young lady came up 
to me and reminded me of  her visit to the 
nurses’ station. Honestly, I didn’t recog-
nize her until that moment. How lucky I 
am to be serving a God that lets me touch 
lives by caring for them!

All this is possible through members 
of  our conference such as you. We 
sometimes ask what is done with our 
apportionments. This is just one of  the 
examples of  those dollars in action. So I 
want to thank Bethesda UMC for be-
ing faithful. In doing so, you became the 
hands and feet of  Christ. I want to close 
by sharing some of  the comments made 

about the weekend from our youth that 
attended:

Kendall Clough states: “I thought the 
youth rally was amazing. It was so much 
fun and it got me thinking. I made new 
friends and met new people.”

Cristina Geurra states: “Youth rally was a 
great experience. I love that you can be-
lieve in God in any way. It doesn’t matter 
what kind of  music you listen to or what 
you look like.”

Collin Handy states: “This was my first 
year going and there was a few things that 
I really liked about it (especially the games 
in the exhibit hall). I had fun hanging out 
with my friend and I learned some new 
things about the Bible and God.”

Christian Handy states: “It was a very 
good experience and a good chance to 
be ourselves and worship, not worrying 
about what others thought about us.  We 
were able to live out the theme of  ‘Un-
diginified.’”

Karen Handy

“Undignified” Youth Rally



“Undignified” Youth Rally Photo Roundup

The main hall where concerts took place.

Cristina feels the spirit!

One “Undignified” group: from left, Hunter Guerra, Beth Carmean, Cristina Guerra, 
Kendall Clough, Collin Handy and (on the ground) Christian Handy.

Rev. Handy with Beth, Kendall, Hunger (with moustache) and Cristina.
Hunter shows off  some “undignified” facial hair.
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This month we present the first installment of  a 
transcription of  Rev. Mark Farnell’s Homecoming 
sermon, “Four Words.” The service, which celebrated 
Bethesda’s 227th anniversary, took place on October 
21, 2012, with nearly 100 congregants in atten-
dance. Rev. Farnell served as Bethesda’s pastor from 
1998 through 2004.

“Four Words”
Rev. Mark Farnell
Part I

I bring you greetings on behalf  of  our 
lord and savior Jesus Christ. What a great 
opportunity it is to stand in this church 
again. I want to extend my thanks to Dr. 
Cheezum, and to Pastor Karen, and Chris 
and their entire family. I knew Karen 
before she was your pastor. I was on the 
conference council of  youth ministries 
with Karen, and got to know her hus-
band, Chris. We shared some ministry on 
the conference council of  youth ministry, 
and I want to tell you have a fantastic 
pastor and a bright future with this pastor 
and her family. So I praise God for them 
and the opportunity to come and share 
with you.

I also bring you greetings on behalf  of  
the brothers and sisters of  Centreville, 
Maryland. As Dr. Cheezum was saying, 
I’m on my third charge now, and last July 
I started year fifteen of  being a pastor 
in the United Methodist Church. Abso-
lutely unbelievable! I’m sure it’s shocking 
to Mom,  but here I am – praise God! 
– and to share the pulpit – I didn’t know 
the history that Chris had given us. I 
didn’t know we had never shared a pulpit 
together, so write it into the history today 
of  Bethesda United Methodist Church. 
So I praise God for those allowing me to 
come today, and share God’s word with 
you.

Which reminds me of  a joke. [Laugh-
ter.] Pastor gets up one morning and 
says, “You know what, I’m not going to 
church today. I’ve been working hard, 
I’m gonna – I’ll tell you what I’m gonna 
do, I’m gonna play golf!” He said, “I’m 
going to play golf, but I have to go really 
far away to play golf, because everybody’s 
going to know who I am. So I’ll go thirty, 
forty, fifty – I’ll even go sixty miles to go 
play golf  on Sunday morning, when I’m 

supposed to be in the pulpit preaching 
God’s word. What a chance!” Well in the 
meantime, the pastor’s on his way to go 
play golf  sixty miles away, and the angel 
that was in charge of  watching this pastor 
went to God and said, “God, we have a 
problem!” And God said, “What’s that?” 
The angel says, “The pastor that I’m in 
charge of  has gone to play golf!” God 
said, “On Sunday morning?” “Yes!” God 
said, “Hmm. Where’d he go?” The angel 
said, “Oh, he went far away, sixty miles 
away to go play golf  on Sunday morn-
ing!” God said, “I tell you what, you keep 
watching him, I’ll take care of  this.” The 
angel said, “Are you sure?” God said, 
“I’m God, of  course I’m sure.” So the 
angel went back down, and the pastor 
gets out of  his car, gets his clubs out, 
he gets on hole one, he puts the tee in, 
and he swings at that ball and wham! It 
goes 200, 300, 400 feet, plus, takes one 
bounce, right in the cup. The pastor got a 
hole in one the first swing! He was elated! 
Everybody came around from the golf  
course to congratulate the pastor, and 
they were shaking his hand, the manage-
ment of  the club came out and took 
pictures of  him, and congratulated him. 
The first hole in one in the history of  this 
club, and the pastor’s thinking, “Yes, I did 
right. I took off, and I went and played 
golf.” Well the angel was really upset, and 
went back to God, and said, “God, what 
are you doing?” God said, “What do you 
mean what am I doing?” The angel said, 
“You told me that you were going to take 
care of  him.” And God says, “Well I did!” 
And he says, “Well, he got a hole in one!” 
And God says, “Who’s he gonna tell?” 
[Laughter.] Don’t do that, Pastor Karen, 
on Sunday morning. I’ve never done that 
either, but in any case...227 years!

If  these walls could talk, what would 
they say? Would they talk about all the 
countless sermons and messages, and the 
music coming out, and the prayers for 
those who are in need? Would the walls 
talk about the baptisms that took place, 
and the Christmas pageants, and watch-
ing the children grow up in the church? 
Would the walls talk about the holy mat-
rimony that took place here in front of  
the chancel? Would they talk about those 

who came and knelt at the altar to accept 
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, and 
at that moment their lives turned around 
forever? If  these walls could talk what 
would they say? Would they talk about 
the times that we wrestle with our faith? 
Would they talk about the times that we 
pastors hear the most, when people ask 
us, “Why do bad things happen to good 
people? Why is this happening to me? 
Why are things around me seeming as 
though they are falling apart? Is God with 
me in a time of  change?”

Change is that common denominator; 
it never ever changes. Well I’m here to 
tell you, God doesn’t either. The Bible 
says he is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. If  these walls could talk, what is 
it that they would say? Was God with me? 
Is there testimony here today? Yes! God 
was with me in the midst of  change. Are 
there still questions in here today, from 
those who are wrestling with their faith? 
Was God with me? Was that circumstance 
really necessary? Whatever the case may 
be, the theme today is this: we’re celebrat-
ing 227 years. If  these walls could talk, 
they would tell us so many stories of  
faith, and struggle, and challenge. And 
testimony of  the Good News about the 
Lord Jesus Christ through it all, can see 
us through whatever the circumstance 
may be. Is God with me in the time of  
change? That’s the challenge today.

Well there are many scriptures – we read 
Jeremiah, you know: I have plans for you, 
for your future, not to harm you, but for 
you to prosper. Psalm 46: God is our ref-
uge, and our very present help in time of  
trouble, he’s the god of  Jacob. We looked 
at Romans 8, which we’re going to park 
at this morning, and we’re going to take 
heart in what Paul’s trying to say to us, 
because in the midst of  change the ques-
tion is God with us? It’s just four words: 
“God Is With Us.” And we’re about to 
celebrate Advent, and “God With Us” 
means “Emmanuel.”

Is God with us? Paul was asking the same 
question, and he gives us a long list of  
things here that Pastor Karen was reading 
for us from Romans, the eighth chapter. 
It’s talking about God’s love in Christ Je-
sus and it talks about who will separate us 
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form the love of  Christ? Will tribulation? 
Will distress, persecution, famine, naked-
ness, peril, or scorn? No! Let’s look at that. 
Number one: will hardship separate me 
from the love of  Christ? Is the love of  
God found in Jesus Christ so strong that 
nothing can separate me from that? This 
is what Paul’s saying. There’s nothing out 
there that can separate me from that. He 
even says “tribulation.” Tribulation is the 
outside circumstances in our lives, whether 
there are health is-
sues, whether there’s 
been a bankruptcy, 
whether there has 
been a foreclosure, 
whether there has 
been a disaster or 
something that has 
happened in your life. 
These are times of  
tribulation. He also 
talks about distress. 
Those are the things 
that are happening 
on the inside of  us. 
Those are the times 
when we are stressed 
the most, when there 
is despair, and dissentions, and factions. 
When there is a time in our lives when 
we’re depressed, and we’re questioning 
and don’t know where to look. So, so far 
he says: will tribulation, those outside 
circumstances, will distress, those battles 
inside of  us, or persecution...When was 
the last time that we were persecuted as 
Christians? It’s happening more all the 
time, is it not? We’re being persecuted as 
Christians. When was the last time some-
body called us a “Jesus freak,” from that 
movie back in the ‘70s with Billy Graham 
and his crusade, the word “Jesus freak.” 
When was the last time someone said that 
to us? When was the last time someone 
challenged us on our Christianity and 
persecuted us?

Paul so far is saying that whether it’s the 
outside circumstances, or it’s tribulation, 
whether it’s the inside circumstances, or 
it’s distress; whether it’s persecution, or 
being persecuted for being Christians. He 
talks about famine; he talks about naked-
ness; he’s talking right there about things, 
social issues, in our lives, whether we’re 

hungry, or whether we need clothing. 
Peril, or scorn. Will any of  these things 
separate us form the love of  God? Paul 
is giving this to us, and the answer is no, 
there’s nothing that can separate us form 
the love of  God found in Jesus Christ. 
You say, “Well in that case, pastor, why 
does God feel like a million miles away? 
Sometimes why does God feel like a mil-
lion miles away from me? Why does it feel 
as though he’s not hearing my prayers, he’s 

not walking beside me?” 
Notice what the scripture 
says, and I want to clarify: 
there’s nothing that can 
separate us from the love 
of  God. Not our love for 
God, but his love for us. 
Listen, I don’t stand before 
you this morning and 
say that I have mastered 
tribulation, and distress, and 
persecution. I’m not the 
Mr. Miyagi of  Christianity; 
I don’t have it all together. 
But there are times in our 
lives when there is tribula-
tion and there is stress and 
there is persecution. And 

we give up on God sometimes, and we 
think, “Haven’t you heard our prayers, 
aren’t you working on our behalf ? Where 
is the joy and where is the happiness? If  
God is with me in time of  change, then 
where is he? What’s going on? Where’s the 
joy in my life? Where’s the happiness in 
my life? Where’s the purpose in my life?” 
The purpose, and the happiness, and the 
joy is found in the God of  Paul, saying 
that there’s nothing in this world that can 
separate us from that love, to give us that 
joy and that happiness.

You know, joy and happiness, they are 
two separate issues, they are hardly 
interchangeable. Let me give you a point. 
Everybody, sit up straight, if  you haven’t 
already. Just get comfortable here in these 
nice padded pews. I remember when these 
pads came in, we were excited. [Laughter.] 
That way I could preach longer, and so 
everybody was still comfortable. Now 
close your eyes, trust me, as the skit said, 
trust me. [A child in the audience says “I 
do.”] Good. [Laughter.] In that case I’ll 
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come back over to your side.

Tomorrow you will have the day off. You 
can do anything in this world that you 
want to do. Take a minute...or don’t take a 
minute, take seconds, and think about it. 
Okay, open your eyes. Tomorrow you have 
the day off, what are you going to do, let’s 
start talking about it. [To a congregant:] 
You have the day off  tomorrow, what are 
you doing? [Congregant answers:] “Sleep-
ing in.” Sleeping! He’s gonna sleep. [Recog-
nizing another congregant:] Yes? “Watch-
ing TV.” You’re going to watch TV, okay. 
SpongeBob, maybe? I’ve heard of  it. I have 
kids, too. [Congregation stops volunteering 
answers]. C’mon people! I said, you have 
the day off, it’s yours, you can do whatever 
you want. Who’s going fishing? Who’s go-
ing to play golf ? Who’s going to take a long 
ride in the countryside and just enjoy the 
day? [Hands raise.] Okay, great. Who’s go-
ing to go to their favorite restaurant? [More 
hands raise.]. There you go, okay! You go-
ing to a ballgame? Anybody want to go to 
a ballgame, if  there was a ballgame tomor-
row, would anybody go? [A hand raises.] 
Thank you sir! So you have the day off, 
so I hear so far you’re gonna sleep, you’re 
gonna watch TV, and we’re gonna go out 
to eat, and we’re gonna go to a ballgame, 
and we’re gonna go fishing, right? You have 
all day long to yourself, and you get to do 
those things, and what do you think about, 
what’s the first thing that comes to your 
mind when you think about that? [Recog-
nizing Ray Zepp:] Yes sir. [Zepp says:] “To-
morrow and every day when I have off  I 
always praise the Lord.” Absolutely! And it 
brings happiness, it brings happiness. Smile 
at me church, I want to see the whites of  
your teeth, smile! It briings happiness to us. 
Those happinesses are tied to our circum-
stances. But unfortunately, you can’t sleep 
because the furnace blew up. [Laughter.] 
And you can’t call Mr. [Bill] Bennett, he’s 
busy. [Laughter.] You have to fix it. The 
cable went up. I’m so, so sorry. Oh man, 
it’s storming outside. Terrible day to be on 
the river, just terrible. Oh, the ballgame. 
We’re sorry the ballgame is not in town, it’s 
actually out of  town, so it’s the wrong time 
to do that. So what was happy – is now not. 
That’s happiness: things that bring us hap-
piness are circumstances.

To Be Continued.9
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