
Volume III: Issue 7
September 2012

A monthly publication of:
Bethesda United
Methodist Church

155 Main Street
Preston, Maryland 21655

410-673-7538

Editor
Eric A. Cheezum

Layout
Christy Cheezum
Editorial Board

Bethesda UMC History and
Archives Committee

Signed submissions may be
mailed to:
PO Box 147

Preston, Maryland 21655
or emailed to:

bethesdanewsletter
@verizon.net

Submissions deadline is the
fifteenth of each month.

Contents

Peach Festival the Best One Yet! 1

From Your Pastor ................... 2

Weekly Income ..................... 2

Circle of Concern .................. 2

Bethesda History Notes ........... 3

Fun at the Church Picnic .......... 5

Charles H. Todd .................... 5

The 2012 Peach Festival was the best we have 
ever put on. All the areas were up from last 
year’s spectacular showing. The kitchen did 
very well with the addition of  the scrapple 
sandwiches. The band, Old Friends, was well 
received again this year, and people stayed to 
listen to them sing the gospel songs. A good 
selection from the craft vendors pleased the 
buyers. Ice cream is always a good seller, but 
we ran out of  peach ice cream at about 1:00! 
The peaches were nice again this year, and even 

Peach Festival the Best One Yet!

Chris Farnell (right) sells some of  the last few peaches to a happy 
customer.

Bill Bennett and Linda Prager collect Em-ings dinner tickets.
The band, Old Friends, performs.

though we increased the number of  boxes 
we bought, we still ran out. The Women of  
Bethesda made $784.00 at the bake table. 215 
chicken dinners were sold.

After expenses, we made, in total, $2,998! The 
Activities Committee would like to thank ev-
erybody that helped make this year’s festival a 
success. It was a team effort, from baking all 
the cobblers, to grilling the burgers and frying 
the soft crabs, and everything in between. 
Congratulations Bethesda!

The Em-ings chicken dinner assembly line hard at work. From 
left: George Simmons, Karol Bastow, Kay Fairbank, Joyce Cohee 
(obscured), Helen Fletcher, and Carol Miller.

Beverage sellers Judy and Norman Noel with their granddaugh-
ter, Brianna.

A view of  the many vending tables.



Weekly Income

Circle of  Concern
Betty Hinnershitz
2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7383

Gloria Trice
21850 Water St
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7339

Tharon Harrington
The Pines
610 Dutchmans Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD

Bob McConnell
520 Kerr Ave.
Denton, MD 21629

At Nursing Homes:

Members and friends have committed $915 a week in subscriptions 
to Bethesda. Weekly income is reported relative to that figure, with 
a breakdown of  subscription versus general plate income.

Date Attendance Plate Pledge Total
August 5 46 $97 $857 $954
August 12 62 $567 $901 $1,468
August 19 48 $166 $527 $693
August 26 41 $278 $557 $835

Minimum Expected Income (4 weeks): $3660

Actual Income: $3950

Average Attendance: 53

2

From Your Pastor
It is time to start thinking about the 
fall.  It is hard to believe that another 
season is upon us already. Vacations are 
ending for many and school is about to 
begin. We may also find activities that we 
enjoy are starting again after the summer 
break. It is a time for reprioritizing and 
organizing. 

As we enter into this season of  life I 
would like to place a question in front of  
us to consider. Are we lining up our lives 
with what should be first? Are we mak-
ing God’s priorities our priority? In Mat-
thew 22, Jesus is tested by the Pharisees. 
They ask Jesus, “Teacher, which is the 
greatest commandment in the Law?” Je-
sus answers them, “‘Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the 
first and greatest commandment. And 
the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ All the Law and the Proph-
ets hang on these two commandments.”

So there is the challenge! Are we loving 
God and loving people? Let me share a 
few ways that we are trying to live this 
out, and hope that you will be able to 

add to this list. We are choosing to draw 
closer to God in our worship and soon 
to start Bible studies! When we love 
someone, we want to spend time with 
that person. God delights when we seek 
to draw closer to Him. The choir and 
bell choir are also getting ready to lead 
us in worship through song, helping us 
to offer our heart, souls and mind. In 
the last month, we have shown love to 
our students going back to school with 
new school supplies, we have gathered 
together for a picnic welcoming a visitor 
among us, we have reached out to the 
community both near and far through 
the Peach Festival, and we have shown 
love and concern for those among us in 
need. We are preparing to begin TGIT 
(Thank God! It’s Thursday!) again, giving 
us an opportunity to love the children 
that come in our doors, and show them 
Jesus. 

As we get busy this fall both in and out 
of  the church, let us be reminded of  
those two commandments that Jesus 
quoted. I especially caution us not to 
get so busy with the work of  the church 

‘Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.’ For it is 
not those who commend 

themselves that are approved, 
but those whom the Lord commends.

2 Corinthians 10:17-18

that we lose sight of  the purpose of  that 
work: fulfilling that the first command-
ment. It is through this careful atten-
tion to loving God “with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind” that we are moved to the next. We 
love others because God loves them. 

I look forward to the ministry that we 
are doing and are yet to do. May His 
commandments be our priority!

Pastor Karen

“An eye for an eye only ends 
up making the whole world 

blind.”
Mahatma Ghandi 

(1869-1948)

Rev. Handy enjoys a classic Peach Festival lunch!



3

Bethesda History Notes

1 - Sadly, no information is available at this time 
on the identity of  Wesley Bradley.
2 - Benjamin Conway was born around 1822 and 
was a farmer who lived at Williamsburg.
3 - Abram R. Wright was born ca. 1845, and was a 
merchant who lived in Harmony.
4 - That is, presumably distribution of  religious 
texts to the public.
5 - David O.P. Elliott (1828 – November 12, 
1886) lived near Federalsburg and is buried in 
Union UMC Cemetery.
6 - Presumably Charles Smith; sadly we know 
nothing more about him. It is possible he is 
the Charles Smith who is buried at the Hynson 
cemetery, and was the son of  John and Nancy H. 
Smith, but from these minutes it is not even clear 
if  he came from the Friendship area.
7 - Almost certainly John Wesley Dean (March 
18, 1836 – February 20, 1909), who was a farmer 
from Harmony. Dean was appointed postmaster 
of  Bethlehem in 1896, and is buried in Bethesda 

cemetery. His wife was Margaret Anne Nichols.
8 - William H. Watkins (January 20, 1816 – Octo-
ber 16, 1888) is buried in Union UMC cemetery. 
He was a farmer and lived near Federalsburg.
9 - Turpin (or Turpen) W. Neal was born ca. 1835 
and farmed near Williamsburg.
10 - No further information is available regarding 
J.H. Davis.
11 - Lydia E. Brown (September 1, 1827 – Sep-
tember 15, 1901) was the wife of  John W. Brown, 
who is mentioned elsewhere in these and other 
minutes.
12 - Elizabeth E. Willis Harris (December 7, 1839 
– May 16, 1912) was the wife of  Rufus Cain Har-
ris (October 5, 1839 – July 13, 1897) of  Federals-
burg. Both are buried in Union UMC cemetery.
13 - That is, estimating.
14 - The strikethrough is in the original. It appears 
that the pastor’s report was started here, possibly 

out of  the correct order. Later, the report was 
extended, and there was not enough space to add 
it here, so the extra material was appended on a 
separate sheet (see note 37 below). 
15 - That is, “etc.”
16 - This is illegible. “Claimaints” is a best guess.
17 - That is, Sunday School, presumably at Union 
Church.
18 - This reference offers a glimpse of  the race 
relations of  the 1870s in Caroline and upper 
Dorchester – church support for freed blacks.
19 - Presumably “following.”
20 - Probably Samuel Nichols (ca. February 1, 
1815 – April 28, 1889), who was a wealthy farmer 
from the Friendship area. He was one of  thirteen 
children born to James and Elizabeth Nichols, 
who probably lived on the present home farm of  
Myers Nagel. He was the uncle of  Francis Nich-
ols, for whom the area received its name.
21 - Probably James Nichols, Jr. (1813-1883), son 

Minutes of  the Fourth Quarterly Conference of  Federalsburg Circuit, Dover district, Wilmington annual conference, held at Preston 
Feb. 12th 1874. Rev. Wesley Kenney D.D. P.E. in the chair. On motion Sam’l H. Melson was appointed secretary. Roll called: members 
present J.T. VanBurkalow, J.W. Pool, D.R. Wright, Mathew Patten [sic], J.W. Brown, J. Willet Harris, Jos. W. Noble, P. Fleetwood, Willis 
Wright, P.D. Taylor, Wm. Sisk, Sam’l H. Melson, Wesley Bradley, 1 Twiford Noble, Wm. Billops, Dr. H.F. Willis.
The following committees were appointed:
1. On Missions. J.W. Brown, J.W. Harris, Benj. Conway,2 Wm. Sisk, A.R. Wright,3  Matthew Patten (6)
2. On Sunday Schools. J.W. Harris, D.R. Wright, J.L. Kenney, R.H. Conway, L. Wilkins, Francis Nichols (6)
3. On Tracts.4  D.O.P. Elliott,5  Chs. Smith,6  Jos. W. Noble, J.W. Dean,7  P. Fleetwood (5)
4. On Church Extension. W.H. Watkins,8  Twiford Noble, Turpin W. Neal9  (3)
5. On Church Records. J.W. Brown, D.O.P. Elliott, J.H. Davis10  (3)
6. On Parsonage Furniture. Lydia E. Brown,11  Lizzie E. Harris12 
7. On Eliniating13  preachers salary. Board of  Stewards.

Resolved that a committee of  three be appointed to consider the expediency of  holding a district conference, said committee to report 
at next quarterly confference [sic]. J.L. Kenney, R.H. Conway, & J.W. Brown were appointed as said committee.
There were no complaints, no appeals.
The report of  Pastor received and adopted (see report). No reports from committees.
The The [sic] trustees from Preston, Friendship, Harmony, & Bethlehem reported no indebtedness.
The following amounts were reported for ministerial support:
Moneys received     Moneys applied
  $ cts      $ cts
Federalsburg 63 75   Preachers in Charge 210 03
Friendship 53 15   Junior   70 00
St. Paul’s 3 00    P. Elder   20 00
Preston  83 25
Harmony 69 05
Bethlehem 20 25
Quar[terly]. Col. 7 58
 Total 300 03     Total 300 03

Pastor’s report
For Benevolent objects this year 14 Probationers 85, members 410, Deaths 9, ch[urch] property $9700. Parsonage $2000, ch[urch] repairs 
&c15  $100, Indebtedness on Parsonage $100. Collections: missions $61. Copy Claimants16  $35. Tract 3.00, S.S. Union17  2.00, Freedman’s 
aid18  2.00, Education 7.00, Bible cause 3.00, Bishops 7.00, Senior Preach[er] $770. Junior $250.00. Presiding Elder $65.00.
The following Board of  Stewards were elected for the ensuing year: J.W. Brown, Wm. H. Watkins, Mathew Patten [sic], Perry D. Taylor, 
Wm. Sisk, J. Willet Harris, Jos. W. Noble, Sam’l H. Melson, Benj. Conway.
Recording Steward: Samuel H. Melson
District Steward: J. Willet Harris
The fowling19 Brethren were elected trustees for the ensuing year. Friendship Ch[urch], Mathew Patten, Sam’l Nichols,20  Jas. Nichols,21 
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St. Paul’s (Ch[urch]), Benj. Conway, Joseph Conway,24  James H. Smith,25  Turpin W. Neal, Wm. J. Mobray,26  R.H. Conway, W.J. Hurlock.27 
(7)

Harmony Ch[urch], James Butler, P. Fleetwood, A.R. Wright, R.S. Framptom,28  Thos. W. Nichols,29  Chs. McNash,30  Chs. H. Todd,31  L. 
Wilkins, S.H. Melson. (9)

Bethlehem, Wm. Sisk, J.W. Dean, Elija[h] Baker,32  D. Waddle,33 A.C. Patchet, John Philips.34  (6)

Preston, Twiford Noble, D.R. Wright, J.W. Harris, Elija[h] Todd, Willis Wright, Dr. H.F. Willis, J.W. Bradley, Jos. W. Noble, Wm. Billops. 
(9)

No recommendations for license to preach. No recommendations of  local preachers for ordination. No recommendations for admission 
into the traveling connection.35 

The characters of  the following local preachers and exhorters were examined and their license renewed: Local preachers J.L. Kenney, 
D.R. Wright (Deacons); J.F. Sulivan [sic] & R.H. Conway (Licentiates); Exhorters A.C. Patchet, J.W. Dean, Wm. Sullivan, D.O.P. Elliott, 
Turpin W. Neal, W.J. Hurlock, L. Wilkins.

Have the General rules been read. They have not.

The time and place fixed for the next quarterly conference was fixed for the 23rd and 24th of  May 1874 at Harmony, quarterly conffer-
ence [sic] to be held after 10 o’clock service on Saturday the 23rd.

Stewards meeting at Federalsburg Feb. 26th ’74.

The minutes were read and approved. On motion the conference adjourned.

    Wesley Kenney, P.E.

S.H. Melson, Sec.

    S.H. Melson, Rec.36 

Pastor’s report continued37 

School Statistics: No. of  schools, 6; off. & teach.,38 105; schollars [sic] all ages, 423; Cols.39 15 & over, 173; under 15, 206; infant class 44; 
average attendance 3-;40  Library Books, 1030. Total exps this year, $142; No. S.S. advocates taken, 170. Journals, 21. Off. & teacher mem-
bers or probationers 91. No. of  schollars [sic] mem. or Prob., 87; Conversions this yr., 38.

The report of  Pastor not being ready at the quart. meeting, I had to use this strip.

of  James and Elizabeth Nichols, and the father of  
Francis Nichols.
22 - Andrew Covey (ca. 1815 – April 20, 1901) 
was a farmer from the Friendship area. He is 
buried at Friendship church, and was among 
those named (presumably as trustees) in the 1831 
deed of  property for the erection of  the original 
church there.
23 - Jacob Smith (ca. 1812 – December 31, 1889) 
was a wealthy farmer who lived near Friendship. 
He is buried with his wife at Friendship church.
24 - Joseph Conway (born ca. 1819) was a farmer 
and miller in the Williamsburg area. He was prob-
ably the brother of  Benjamin Conway.
25 - Sadly, little is known of  James H. Smith at 
this time.
26 - This is presumably William J. Mowbray, of  
Williamsburg (although the middle initial is sus-
ceptible to alternate interpretation in the original, 
and the spelling of  the surname is different). Wil-
liam J. Mowbray was born around 1834 and was 
listed as a teacher and farmer in the 1880 census.
27 - William J. Hurlock (1840-1920) was a farm 
laborer and a veteran of  the Civil War, having 
served in the 8th Regiment of  the Maryland 
Infantry, Grand Army of  the Republic. In 1870 
Hurlock and his family were living in the region 
of  Vienna, and by 1880 they were near East New 
Market. He is buried in Hillcrest cemetery in 

Federalsburg.
28 - Richard S. Framptom (sometimes spelled 
with an “n” on the end) was born around 1821 
and died in 1890. He was a farmer and owned a 
significant amount of  property in the region of  
Harmony. He is buried with various family mem-
bers in Bethesda cemetery.
29 - Thomas W. Nichols (ca. 1827 – May 15, 
1907) was a farmer who lived at Friendship.
30 - Charles McNash (born ca. 1803) was a “Boot 
& Shoe Maker” living in Harmony in 1870. He 
was probably dead by 1875, since he owned con-
siderable property in 1870 but neither appears as a 
property owner on the 1875 Isler map, nor in the 
1878 Caroline directory.
31 - Charles H. Todd (ca. 1824-December 30, 
1892) was an extremely wealthy and landed farmer 
who lived near Harmony. Much of  his property 
was in the region of  Wilkins Branch (presumably 
named for another Harmony church member, 
Lemuel Wilkins), and he probably lived on one of  
the farms. See page 5.
32 - Probably Elijah K. Baker (born ca. 1855), 
who is buried at Union Grove cemetery. In the 
1870 census, Baker was listed as a laborer; by 
1880, he was a “farmer.”
33 - David Waddle (born ca. 1808) was a moder-
ately wealthy farmer from the Bethlehem/Poplar 

Neck area (who lived, incidentally, next door to 
Eric Cheezum’s great-great grandfather). Little is 
known of  Waddle, and it seems possible his sur-
name was a variant of  the more common “Wad-
dell” name that was prevalent in lower Caroline at 
this time.
34 - Sadly, the identity of  John Phillips remains 
unknown.
35 - “The distinction between a local preacher 
and a traveling one was not ordination. There 
were ordained and unordained preachers in both 
categories. The distinction was that a travel-
ing preacher had made a full-time commitment 
to church work, and was available to be sent 
wherever the bishop wanted to send him. A local 
preacher on the other hand had something that 
tied him to work only in a certain area – another 
occupation, family obligations etc. Usually a local 
preacher was part-time or even entirely unpaid 
for his work, and worked more or less under the 
supervision of  a traveling preacher.” – Rev. Dr. 
Phil Lawton, Conference Historian
36 - That is, recording steward.
37 - See note 13.
38 - Presumably “officers and teachers.”
39 - It is unclear what this abbreviation stands for.
40 - This number is illegible.

Bethesda History Notes, Contd.
P.D. Taylor, Andrew Covey,22  Jacob Smith,23  Francis Nichols. (7)



5

Outside the Red Doors: Charles H. Todd, Sr.
The following obituary appeared in the 
Denton Journal on January 7, 1893. It is 
reprinted below exactly as it appeared in the 
original with only minor edits for clarity. The 
letter attached to the article comes from James 
M. McCarter, who, readers will perhaps re-
member, was an abolitionist Methodist minister, 
Union Army veteran, and Preston resident. It 
seems likely the two men were political allies as 
well as friends.

Death of hon. Charles h. toDD.

Another Prominent Citizen Passes Away. 
Biographical.

Mr. Charles H. Todd, one of  the 
county’s best known citizens, died at 
his home, near Harmony, on Friday 
night of  last week, after a lingering ill-
ness of  Bright’s disease of  the kidneys. 
He had attained his sixty-eighth year. 
Few citizens enjoyed a wider circle of  
acquaintances and friends, and his death 
was greatly deplored in the community 
in which he lived so long. The deceased 
leaves two sons, Walter Todd and 
Charles H. Todd, Jr., prominent citizens 
and business men of  the Fourth district. 
Mrs. Todd died several years ago, and the 
death of  a daughter, Mrs. E. Madison 
Towers, also preceded his. In politics 
Mr. Todd was an active Republican, but 
he never forfeited the personal esteem 
of  his opponents. He was elected to 
the Legislature in 1857, and again in 
1877, but never held any other office of  
moment except that of  committeeman. 
He accumulated considerable property, 
principally real estate, some of  which 
is highly improved and quite valuable. 
Funeral services were held at Williston 

M.E. Church on Sunday morning last, 
Rev. T.F. Tabler officiating. The remains 
were conveyed to Denton cemetery, 
where interment took place on Sunday 
afternoon. The pall-bearers were Messrs. 
Frank S. Todd, John R. McNash, Mr. 
Davis, William H. Lane, George W. Tow-
ers, Frank Collins.

Col. J.M. McCarter sends us the follow-
ing interesting sketch of  the late Mr. 
Todd: “His parents dying in his child-
hood, he was entrusted to the care of  an 
elder brother, Nathan Todd, whose care 
of  him and his interests ceased only on 
his death in 1847. He attended the public 
schools of  his vicinity chiefly in the 
winter, and was employed on the farm 
during the rest of  the year, he having a 
one-fourth interest in the land, which 
had been in the family for three genera-
tions. He acquired knowledge with great 
facility, and on his arrival at manhood 
was looked on as a young man of  great 
intelligence and probity. Agriculture as a 
calling was preferred to all other employ-
ments open to him, and he entered on 
the life of  a farmer, having secured the 
ownership of  ‘Mt. Washington.’ Here he 
spent his whole life – a life of  useful-
ness and honor. In 1848 he was united 
in marriage to Mary Elizabeth, daughter 
of  Aaron and Lydia Clark, of  Caroline 
county. Of  this marriage were the fol-
lowing children: Mollie D., who became 
the wife of  the late E. Madison Towers. 
She died in 1890; Walter Todd, a resident 
of  Preston, and Charles H. Todd, Jr., 
residing at the homestead. Mrs. Charles 
H. Todd died, after a lingering illness 

borne with great Christian fortitude, in 
January, 1889. Mr. Todd was a man of  
retiring disposition, and only by the pres-
sure of  friendly solicitation was he ever 
induced to enter on public life. He was 
made trustee of  the poor of  the county, 
and after serving during the usual term 
was induced to run on the Whig ticket in 
1857, and was a member of  the Mary-
land House of  Delegates at the subse-
quent meeting of  that body. He steadily 
declined running for any office, much 
to the chagrin of  his friends, until 1865, 
when he was appointed by the Governor 
one of  the State assessors for Caroline 
county. In 1877 the Reform party of  
the county, after persistent solicitation 
induced him to run on the ticket for the 
House of  Delegates, and after an excit-
ing campaign was elected, and served 
with distinguished honor his constitu-
ents, who were of  both parties, although 
for years he had been a pronounced 
Republican. Mr. Todd was conspicuous 
in his loyalty to the Lincoln Administra-
tion, and all through the war was a pa-
triot, and [w]as a supporter of  measures 
to put down the Rebellion. In his home 
he was the ideal host, and will be long 
remembered for his courteous hospi-
tality. As a neighbor and friend, oblig-
ing and generous, and he has left few 
citizens of  the county whose death will 
be more regretted. He died a member of  
the Methodist Episcopal Church, which 
he joined some months since, although 
throughout his entire life he attended on 
the ministrations of  her altars, and was a 
liberal contributor to the support of  her 
ministry. ‘After life’s fitful fever he sleeps 
well.’”

Fun at the Church Picnic

Christian Handy does a somersault into the pool. Mary Jane Cohee, Jean Wright, Shirley Pryor, Helen Fletcher, 
Judy Noel, Isabel Brannock, Carol Miller, Joyce Cohee.

Barbara Baker, Shirley Bennett, and Betty Hin-
nershitz. It was a real treat to have Betty join us this 
year!



P.O. Box 147
Preston, MD 21655

Visit us online at PrestonBethesdaUMC.org!
“Like” us on Facebook at

www.facebook.com/PrestonBethesdaUMC
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