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Bethesda’s Homecoming
Bethesda celebrated its annual Homecoming 
and 227th Anniversary on October 21, spon-
sored by the History and 
Archives Committee. This 
year’s theme was “God 
is With Me in Times of  
Change,” and the Rev. 
Mark Farnell, Bethesda’s 
pastor from 1998-2004, 
delivered the sermon, 
entitled “Four Words.” 
Farnell reminded those 
present that “God is with 
us” always, and that those 
four words are essential to 
living as a faithful Chris-
tian. A transcription of  
the sermon will appear 
in a future issue. As last 
year, the History Com-
mittee presented an award 
for voluntarism. This year’s award was such 
a hard decision, however, that we gave out 

two, to Bill Bennett and Donna Lane. They are 
indispensable members of  our congregation, 

and we thank them for their 
service to Bethesda.

An essential part of  our 
Homecoming service each 
year is to remember mem-
bers and friends of  the con-
gregation who have passed 
away in the preceding year. 
This year we we remem-
bered six of  our honored 
dead by presenting roses in 
their memory: Betty May 
Sanders, Henry H. Harbaugh 
V, Jeremy Robert Wahl, Atha 
M. Blades, Rev. Robert G. 
Kelly, and Joan M. Evey.

Thanks to all who helped 
put on this service, and 

especial thanks to the Women of  Bethesda for 
coordinating the luncheon afterwards.

Rev. Handy (middle) gives Donna Lane (left) her certficiate, while 

Eric Cheezum looks on.
Rev. Farnell at Bethesda’s pulpit.

The Homecoming Cake!



Weekly Income

Circle of  Concern
Betty Hinnershitz
2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7383

Gloria Trice
21850 Water St
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7339

Tharon Harrington
The Pines
610 Dutchmans Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD

Bob McConnell
520 Kerr Ave.
Denton, MD 21629

At Nursing Homes:

Members and friends have committed $915 a week in subscriptions 
to Bethesda. Weekly income is reported relative to that figure, with 
a breakdown of  subscription versus general plate income.

Date Attendance Plate Pledge Total
Oct. 7 47 $383 $1,033 $1,416
Oct. 14 40 $263 $652 $915
Oct. 21 93 $1,127 $815 $1,942
Oct. 28 40 $210 $354 $564

Minimum Expected Income (5 weeks): $3660

Actual Income: $4837

Average Attendance: 52
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From Your Pastor
The Ark of  the Covenant had been taken 
and was in foreign hands. The Philistines 
were a great enemy of  Israel. Israel had 
just battled and defeated them, and so 
they now could bring home the Ark. 
David, as the Ark was entering Jerusalem, 
started to dance. He was so overjoyed and 
thankful for the return of  the Ark that he 
danced! To be honest, he was quite un-
dignified. After the Ark was placed in the 
tent (there was not a temple yet), David 
sang a song of  thanksgiving. Here are a 
few of  the words: “Give thanks to the 
Lord and proclaim his greatness. Let the 
whole world know what he has done. Sing 
to him; yes, sing his praises. Tell everyone 
about his miracles.” The song is much 
more elaborate than what I have shared 
here, and you can find the whole thing in 
1 Chronicles 16: 7-36.

Have you ever found yourself  so over-
joyed and filled with thankfulness that you 
sung out praises and danced? This was a 
major moment for the Israelites, but this 
is not an isolated incident. Throughout 
the Bible we see a people of  thanksgiving. 
So why does it seem that in today’s society 
people have become less and less thank-

ful? Do we not still see God at work? 
Maybe that is part of  the problem. We are 
not looking and observing God at work all 
around us. We are often self  reliant, and 
we are so busy with ourselves that we are 
missing all that is happening around us. 

As Thanksgiving approaches this year, 
will you join me in a song of  thanksgiv-
ing? I don’t mean singing a song in front 
of  everyone; though if  you would like, it 
is acceptable. What I’m talking about is 
joining together and daily thanking God 
throughout this month. Each week in the 
bulletin there will be prompts and start-
ers listed for each day, or if  you are on 
the internet, you can access the church’s 
webpage or Facebook page and find them 
there. Here is an example: think of  a per-
son who has touched your life in a special 
way and thank God for that person. You 
may want to journal or make notes as you 
walk through this month. God is at work 
all around us. Will we stop to notice and 
offer thanksgiving and praise, even if  un-
dignified, to God? Join me as we become 
more like David.

Pastor Karen

 Every time I think of  
you, I give thanks to my 

God.
~Philippians 1:3~

“I met those of  our society who had 
votes in the ensuing election, and 

advised them: 1, To vote, without fee 
or reward, for the person they judged 
most worthy: 2, To speak no evil of  
the person they voted against: and, 
3, to take care their spirits were not 
sharpened against those who voted 

on the other side.” 

Rev. John Wesley (1703-1791) in a 
journal entry from October 6, 1774.

Immanuel Lutheran Nursery school 
will be hosting a Katie Mae’s Day 
fundraiser on Monday, November 5, 
2012. Either eat in or carry out and 
mention the Nursery School and Katie 
Mae’s will donate a portion of  the sales 
to the school.

The WINGS Fall Bazaar will be held 
Saturday, November 10th, from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

Poinsettias will be for available again 
this year to decorate the altar for 
Christmas.

The price is $8.50 per plant. Orders 
should be placed by Sun. Nov. 25 
by contacting Donna Lane, Shirley 
Bennett or Helen Fletcher. They may 
be “in honor of ” or “in memory of ” 
someone.

Lutheran Benefit

Poinsettias
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Bethesda History Notes
Minutes of the second Quarterly Conference of Federalsburg Circuit, Dover district, Wilmington Anual [sic] Conference 
held at Federalsburg, Aug. the 29th 1874. Rev. Wesley Keney [sic] P.E. in the chair. After devotional Exercises on motion 
S.H. Melson was appointed Secretary.

The minutes were called and the members present answered to their names (see Roll 1). There were no complaints, no ap-
peals. Pastor’s report: see report No. 2.2  No reports from committees. What amounts have been received on ministerial 
support this quarter, and how applied?

 received   applied

 $ cts  $ cts

Federalsburg 61. 95 P.E. 20. 00

Friendship 29. 00 P. Charge 156. 45

Preston 58. 50 J. P.3  30. 00

St. Paul’s 35. 00

Bethlehem -- -- 4

St. Paul’s 22. 00

  

 $206. 45 Total $206. 45

No change in board of stewards. No recommendations for license to preach. The General Rules have been read. On mo-
tion the place of holding the next quarterly meeting was fixed at St. Paul’s, the time 1st & 2nd of Nov., the quarterly 
conference to be held after 10 o’clock service on Monday morning.

The minutes were read and approved. On motion the conference adjourned with Benediction by the Pastor.

S.H. Melson, Secretary     Rev. Wesley Keney [sic], P.E.

     S.H. Melson, R.S.

1 - It is missing.
2 - It is missing.
3 - That is, Presiding Elder, Pastor in 
Charge, and Junior Pastor, respectively.
4 - In the original this space is blank.

Girl Scout Troop 1070
On October 15, 2012, Girl Scout Troop 1070 began meeting at Bethesda United Methodist Church. The troop consists of  
eight girls in grades 1 and 2. The girls are Daisies (first grade) and Brownies (second grade). The girls began work on their Phi-
lanthropist badge by making a Wants Vs. Needs chart. They will continue earning this badge by filling shoeboxes for Opera-
tion Christmas Child and touring a local food pantry. The troop meets every other Monday evening from 6:30-7:30. Anyone 
who knows a girl in these two grades would like to join may contact Christy Cheezum at 410-673-7661.

Troop 1070 at their End of  Year Ceremony, May 14, 2012. From left, Katie Gosnell, 

Breanna Lednum, Susannah Cheezum, troop leader Christy Cheezum, Alyssa Gross, 

Marissa Von Den Bosch, Lily North, and Aaliyah Holmes.

Notes

Mystery Photo

Can anyone identify the folks in this picture, or the 
event at which it was taken? The picture was found in a 
drawer in the church kitchen.



Brookview Homecoming

Brookview United Method-
ist Church will celebrate its 
annual homecoming service 
Sunday, November 11, 2012. 
The service begins 10:30 a.m. 
The congregation and Host 
Pastor Rev. Karen Handy 
invite all to join in this special 
service. This Homecoming 
will feature special music by 
Calvin Collins, Della Mon-
son, and Wally Simmons, and 
the Gospel Trio “Revived” 
from Bethel DE, featuring 

Ron Messick, and Jill & Galen Queen. The theme will be “Com-
ing Home.” A covered dish luncheon will be at the Eldorado 
Brookview Volunteer Fire Department Banquet Hall following the 
service.

Do you have memories of  the old Preston School (1918-1971)? We 
would like to do a special collection of  articles on the school, but 
we need you to write about it for us. If  you have a memory to relate, 
please email it to us, or leave it in Eric Cheezum’s mailbox at church.

Preston School Memories

The long-awaited renovation of  the kitchen began Oc-
tober 30, and is expected to be finished in two to three 
weeks. Here are a couple views of  the work.

The kitchen after being stripped down and the cabinet fronts

Contractor Mike Willoughby and Bill Bennett examine the roof  

over the kitchen.

Kitchen Renovations

Treats, No Tricks: Donna Lane and Eric Cheezum give out candy and Bible Buddies (plastic 

figurines with Bible verses embossed on them) to trick-or-treaters outside the church on Hal-

loween night.

Tricks, No Treats

Daily Thanksgiving
Devotionals for November

Check the church website or facebook page for daily devotionals every
day this month, as we celebrate Thanksgiving

PrestonBethesdaUMC.org
https://www.facebook.com/PrestonBethesdaUMC



Attendees of  the church picnic back in August 

may remember that on that day Bethesda had a 
visitor from Indiana, trucker Bob Rainwaters. 

Mr. Rainwaters attended service at the church, 

then joined us for the picnic at Donna and Mil-

ton Lane’s home. Recently we received a letter 

and a copy of  the Waynedale UMC cookbook 

from Mr. Rainwaters. A transcription of  the 

More Homecoming Photos

former is below, and the latter will be located 

in the kitchen where it will no doubt be put to 

good use. If  you are interested in contacting Mr. 

Rainwaters, his postal address is 6516 Winter 

Street, Fort Wayne, IN 46816. We look for-

ward to seeing Mr. Rainwater in worship next 

time he drives through Preston.

To Pastor Karen Handy and the congre-
gation of  Bethesda United Methodist 
Church:

A few weeks ago, I had the pleasure to 
spend a weekend in Preston. As I walked 
around the town, I found an interesting 
church at the center of  town. I read the 
history on the marker in front and spent 
some time reading grave markers in the 
back. I decided this looked like a great 
place to spend a Sunday morning.

You may remember me; I’m the grey-
bearded truck driver that sat near the 
front that Sunday morning. I came early 
and was welcomed by your organist 
who happily took some time from her 
preparations to answer my questions 
and introduce me to the others who had 
come early to prepare for the service.

It was a very enlightening and inspired 
service with a message from Pastor 

Karen that transcended her short tenure 
as your leader. The best part of  my visit 
came as the service closed and most 
every member there came by to welcome 
me and invite me to your picnic that 
afternoon.

I had a wonderful time getting to know 
the fine people of  Preston (Oh, and the 
food was incredible!). You can be sure I 
will drop in again when I’m in the area!

There is a book I know of  that speaks 
well of  people who treat travelers well. 
You may have read it; there were copies 
of  it behind each pew in your sanctuary. 
If  I understand the passages correctly, 
your congregation fulfilled them to the 
letter! I know I felt as though I were 
home with my own church.

In appreciation for your wonderful 
hospitality, please accept this copy of  our 
UMW cookbook. I know from experi-
ence that your chefs are top-notch, but 
maybe they’ll find some interesting new 
item or twist on an old recipe.

Until next time, your friend in Christ,

Bob Rainwaters

A Message from a Visitor

Clockwise from left: Christian Handy catches Alyson Farnell in the "Trust Fall." Ed
Moore smiles for the camera. Emma and Anna Carmean place roses in a vase to
commemorate members and friends of Bethesda who have died in the last year. The
Andrew Family Singers, from left: Christopher Farnell, Bill Blockston, Meridith
Farnell, Alyson Farnell, Donna Andrew, and Kari Farnell.
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In Memoriam: Barbara Baker

Barbara Ann Baker of  Preston passed 
away on Sunday, Oct. 21, 2012, at the 
Memorial Hospital at Easton. She was 
71.

Note: The following comments were originally posted by their author on the 

Framptom Funeral Home website. 

What a shock it was for us to find out that Barbara was gone! I 
can still hear all of  her little comments like “Well, it’s me again”, 
every time she would stand up in church and ask for donations 
for the charitable projects the Women of  Bethesda participate 
in....or the time she told Pastor Karen, “I’m the trouble-maker.” 
In choir, we always knew we had chatted much too long when 
Barbara would always remind us, “Let’s pray!” This was in fact 
an effort to get us practicing so that she could get home in time 
to watch whichever of  her favorite TV shows happened to come 
on that night.  

I also know that Barbara’s heart for the less fortunate was great. 
Not only was she instrumental in helping out with food drives 
and meal deliveries for the holidays, but she also helped to 
organize the school supply program at Bethesda, which gives 
school supplies to students at Preston Elementary every year. 
As Pastor Karen mentioned at Barbara’s funeral, she had already 
begun to put together Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes full 
of  toys and goodies for children in under-privileged countries.  
Personally, my family and I have also been recipients of  Barba-
ra’s thoughts and kindheartedness at a time when our finances 
were barely available even for paying bills. Whether by giving 
us a food basket, or by providing a few things to put under the 
Christmas tree, Barbara (and Dennis) always looked out for us 
and our children. She will be missed tremendously!!

Kari Farnell

I will always remember Barb Baker for her self-deprecat-
ing humor, and for being giving, generous, talented, and 
caring about everyone, and especially kids of  any age. One 
of  the special places I remember her is at choir practice. 
Our adult choir was not the best or the worst, but we tried 
hard and laughed a lot! Before we started practice with 
a prayer, we talked, got caught up on everything (fam-
ily, church, etc). We did have a tendency to go on and 
on and finally Barb would say, quite loudly, “Let’s pray!” 
That got our attention, and was our cue that enough was 
enough, let’s get on with practice. Barb reminded everyone 
at Bethesda about food for the needy, kids who needed 
school supplies – doing something for someone. She 
and Delores Dolby (her best friend) would take food, lap 
robes, gifts, and fun things to the people at the nursing 
homes.

Judy Noel

Barbara was born July 2, 1941, in Ha-
nover, Pennsylvania, the daughter of  the 
late John C. and Helen Cook Jackson.

She earned a bachelor of  science degree 
from Frostburg University. She was a 
teacher, salesperson, and was self-em-
ployed with crafts. She was a member 
of  Bethesda United Methodist Church 
in Preston where she was a member of  
Creative Hearts that donated profits to 
missions, a choir member, a member of  
the Administrative Board, served on the 
Church Pastoral Review Committee, and 
was vice president of  the Women of  
Bethesda. In her generous spirit, she do-
nated many of  her crafts to Dorchester 
General Hospital, Memorial Hospital at 
Easton, and Caroline Hospice. Barbara 
was also a member and past president of  
the Community Club of  Preston.

She is survived by her husband, Dennis 
Roland Baker; two sons, Peter Edwin 
Litchauer of  Gettysburg, Pa., and Keith 
Alan Litchauer of  Baltimore; three step-
children, Sheri Lewis of  Pasadena, Mat-
thew Baker of  Gambrills and Dennis R. 
Baker II of  Glen Burnie; eleven grand-
children; two siblings, Robert Jackson 
and Mary Fritz, both of  Westminster; 
and three nieces. A brother, Richard 
Jackson, and a grandson, Roland Baker, 
preceded her in death.

Funeral services were held October 24 
at Framptom Funeral Home in Feder-
alsburg, with Rev. Karen Handy officiat-
ing. Interment was in the Junior Order 
Cemetery in Preston.

Memorial contributions may be made in 
her memory to Bethesda UMC, P.O. Box 
147, Preston, MD 21655.

Remembering Barbara Baker

Carolyn Lane (left) and Barbara Baker at the spaghetti dinner back in 
March 2012.
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In Memoriam: Morris Fluharty

Morris G. Fluharty, Sr. formerly of  
Preston, MD passed away on Tuesday, 
October 23, 2012 at Caroline Nursing 

Home. He was 82. 

He was born on October 7, 1930 in 
Preston, the son of  the late Arthur C. 
Fluharty and Mary Patrick Fluharty. He 
was preceded in death by his wife, Phyllis 
L. Fluharty on May 4, 2004. 

He served in the merchant marines. He 
was a carpenter specializing in roofing 
and siding. He was also a poultry farmer 
and had received awards for his out-
standing poultry growing. Morris had at-
tended Bethlehem Wesleyan Church and 
Bethesda United Methodist Church. 

He is survived by four children, Dixie 
Landry of  Texas, Donna Alpkin of  

The Letters of  the Reverend Mark W. 
Palmer to the Congregation of  St. Paul’s 
United Methodist Church

Rev. Mark Palmer (1947-1999) was an asso-

ciate pastor at St. Paul’s UMC in Wilmington, 

Delaware. The reprinted letter below is another 

in the running series of  newsletter articles 

Palmer wrote during his battle with cancer.

Letter Two

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On Monday, December 22 [1997 – 
Ed.], my oncologist spoke words that 
I had hoped not to hear. She told me 

that the biopsy revealed that the spot 
on my liver was sarcoma. My family 
and I are still reeling from the effect 
of  those words. They have turned our 
lives upside down. The most likely 
scenario the doctors are pursuing is 
surgery early in January.

When I consider all that lies ahead 
of  my family and me, I keenly sense 
that I will only be able to enter into 
it in a good spirit to the degree that I 
am abiding in God. God must be my 
reference point in every decision that 
I will need to make and the ground 

The Letters of  Rev. Mark W. Palmer

of  love that upholds me. I am ask-
ing God to teach me how to follow 
his lead, and I am asking God to 
help keep my heart open to whatever 
he wants me to receive in the days 
ahead. I invite you to pray for me in 
this same manner.

Grace and Peace,

Mark Palmer

Veterans’ Salute

Francis Lee 
Cheezum was 
born on July 28, 
1900 in Bethle-
hem. When the 

United States declared war on Germany 
in April 1917, Lee was too young to be 
drafted, so after graduating from Preston 
School and working for a year, he made 
plans to attend the University of  Mary-
land (then the Maryland State Agricul-
tural and Mechanical College). At about 
that time Lee’s age group was required 
to register for the draft. In September 
1918 he joined up and was mustered 
out to College Park to join the Students’ 
Army Training Corps (SATC), a forerun-

Indiana, Cheryl Stewart of  Texas, and 
Morris G. Fluharty, Jr. of  Alabama; 
seven grandchildren; eight great-grand-
children; a brother Merritt Fluharty of  
Federalsburg and a sister Oleida Willey 
of  Hurlock and several nieces and neph-
ews, and special friends Wesley Cohee 
and his mother, Bo Cohee. He was also 
preceded in death by two brothers, Ray-
mond Fluharty and Earl Fluharty, and a 
sister Agnes Payne. 

Graveside services were held on Sat. 
Oct. 27, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. at Junior Or-
der Cemetery in Preston with Rev. Glenn 
Staehli, Sr. officiating. 

ner to today’s ROTC. The SATC was 
established by the Woodrow Wilson 
administration in order to encourage col-
lege-able students not to enlist directly 
in the armed forces by offering them an 
opportunity to undergo basic training 
on college campuses. After spending a 
fall semester studying the usual subjects, 
as well as “War Issues” and “Military 
Instruction,” by the end of  1918 the war 
in Europe came to a close. So, too, did 
Lee’s brush with the military. After just 
a year in college, he returned to Preston. 
Sadly, in the early 1920s he contracted 
tuberculosis, and died from that disease 
near Phoenix, Arizona in 1926.



P.O. Box 147
Preston, MD 21655

Visit us online at PrestonBethesdaUMC.org!
“Like” us on Facebook at

www.facebook.com/PrestonBethesdaUMC
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