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NEWS BRIEFS

Dear Editor: I am 8 years old.
Some of my little friends say there is no Santa 
Claus.
Papa says, ‘If you see it in ! e Sun it’s so.’
Please tell me the truth; is there a Santa Claus?

Virginia O’Hanlon
115 West Ninety-Fifth Street
Virginia, your little friends are wrong. ! ey 
have been a" ected by the skepticism of a 
skeptical age. ! ey do not believe except they 
see. ! ey think that nothing can be which is not 
comprehensible by their little minds. All minds, 
Virginia, whether they be men’s or children’s, 
are little. In this great universe of ours man is a 
mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, as compared 
with the boundless world about him, as 
measured by the intelligence capable of grasping 
the whole of truth and knowledge.
Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists 
as certainly as love and generosity and devotion 
exist, and you know that they abound and 
give to your life its highest beauty and joy. 
Alas! how dreary would be the world if there 
were no Santa Claus. It would be as dreary as 
if there were no Virginias. ! ere would be no 
childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance to 
make tolerable this existence. We should have 
no enjoyment, except in sense and sight. ! e 
eternal light with which childhood # lls the 
world would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as 
well not believe in fairies! You might get 
your papa to hire men to watch in all the 
chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch Santa 
Claus, but even if they did not see Santa 
Claus coming down, what would that prove? 
Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign 
that there is no Santa Claus. ! e most real 
things in the world are those that neither 
children nor men can see. Did you ever see 
fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not, 
but that’s no proof that they are not there. 
Nobody can conceive or imagine all the 
wonders there are unseen and unseeable in 
the world.
You may tear apart the baby’s rattle and 
see what makes the noise inside, but there 
is a veil covering the unseen world which 
not the strongest man, nor even the united 
strength of all the strongest men that ever 
lived, could tear apart. Only faith, fancy, 
poetry, love, romance, can push aside that 
curtain and view and picture the supernal 
beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah, 
Virginia, in all this world there is nothing 
else real and abiding.
No Santa Claus! ! ank God! he lives, and 
he lives forever. A thousand years from now, 
Virginia, nay, ten times ten thousand years 
from now, he will continue to make glad the 
heart of childhood.
- Francis Church

• ! e food pantry is getting low again as we donated eight food boxes to needy families this 
! anksgiving. We will again be providing boxes for Christmas and will need more food to 
stock the pantry. If you don’t like to shop, a monetary donation will allow us to purchase 
turkeys and other items to # ll the boxes. ! anks again for helping us with this project.
• ! e Women of Bethesda will be collecting gloves, mittens and hats for the mitten tree again 
this year. ! e items may be put on the wooden tree at the bottom of the stairs. ! ey will be 
donated to Caroline County Social Services.
• Pointsettia orders must be in by Dec. 8. If you still want to place an order, contact Donna 
Lane at 410-673-2161.

YES, VIRGINIA



WEEKLY INCOME CIRCLE OF CONCERN
Betty Hinnershitz
2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7383

Gloria Trice
21850 Water St
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7339

! aron Harrington
! e Pines
610 Dutchmans Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD

Bob McConnell
520 Kerr Ave.
Denton, MD 21629

At Nursing Homes:

It takes approximately $1,450 to maintain Bethesda per 
week. Weekly income is reported relative to that # gure, with 
a breakdown of subscription versus general plate income.

Date Attendance Plate Pledge Total
Nov. 3 52 $574 $642 $1,216
Nov. 10 42 $485.67 1,042 $1,527.67
Nov. 17 848 $431 $1,112 $1,543
Nov. 24 54 $432 $987 $1,419

Minimum Required Income (4 weeks): $5800
Actual Income: $5705.67  
Yearly Average Attendance: 48 
Yearly Per Capita Income: $27.03

PASTOR’S MESSAGE
Driving home recently, I noticed that 
several houses in my neighborhood were 
already decorated for Christmas. A couple 
have been decorated for at least 2 weeks.  
I love this holiday season, but I’m feeling 
more rushed than ever.   ! is is in part 
because I don’t want to rush through life. 
I enjoy my fall decorations and like having 
them up for ! anksgiving. ! e other 
part is that I’m not remotely ready for 
Christmas!
I love Christmas! It is one of my favorite 
holidays! ! is is why I love Advent. Advent 
is a time for preparing: a season of the 
church year during which we prepare our 
hearts for Christ’s coming. Not only do 
we prepare for the infant child and the 
celebration of his birth, but we prepare for 
and anticipate the second coming of Christ. 
! is Advent season, we will engage in a 
sermon series based on Adam Hamilton’s 
book, ! e Journey: Walking the Road to 
Bethlehem. Using historical information, 
archaeological # ndings, and personal 
re$ ections, we will explore together 
this amazing moment in history. As we 
follow the footsteps of Mary, Joseph, the 
shepherds, and others, we will gain insight 
into our own journeys with Christ.
Dec. 1: Mary of Nazareth
Dec. 8: Joseph of Bethlehem
Dec. 15: Mary’s Visit to Elizabeth

Dec. 22: From Nazareth to Bethlehem
Christmas Eve: ! e Manger
It is my hope and prayer that each of us 
draws closer to God and our savior, Jesus 
Christ, this advent season. I challenge you 
not just to go through the motions and 
get caught up in the Christmas madness. 
Prepare yourself and your heart for the 
coming of Christ!
Merry Christmas!

Pastor Karen

John Legates
505 Academy St.
Cambridge, MD 21613
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But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart.  

~Luke 2:19~

Virginia Quinton
24460 Grove Road
Federalsburg, MD 21632

Silver and gold, silver and gold:
Everyone wishes for silver and gold.
How do you measure its worth?
Just by the pleasure it gives, here on 
earth.

From “Silver and Gold” by Johnny 
Marks (1909-1985), popularized by 
Burl Ives (1909-1995).

COUNTRY CHRISTMAS HOUSE TOUR
Saturday, December 7. ! e Community Club of Preston is holding a Country 
Christmas House Tour featuring # ve homes in and around Preston. Tour hours are 
11 AM until 5 PM. Ticket price is $15. Tickets may be purchased in advance by 
calling 410-310-5454 or 410-673- 7193. Tickets may be purchased the day of the 
tour at Bethesda United Methodist Church.

If you would like to sign up for a free 
Advent Devotional titled Journey to 
the Manger, check out http://www.
gordonconwell.edu/resources/2013-
Advent-Calendar-Sign-Up.cfm. 
Each day, from December 1 through 
December 25, you will be emailed 
a Scriptural meditation written by 
a Gordon-Conwell faculty member, 
helping you prepare for the celebration 
of the birth of our Savior.

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS

Out of Town:
William Evey
28 Adamsville Road
Colrain, MA 01340
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AN ECUMENICAL THANKSGIVING AND ADVENT WHAT A GUY!

NEW MEMBER

Sunday, Nov. 
24, Bethesda 
welcomed Mr. 
Guy Lowry to 
the pulpit. Guy 
preached on 2 
!essalonians 3: 
6-13, in which 
Paul exhorted 
the Christians of 
!essaloniki to 
stay steadfast in 
their beliefs and 

morals. After worship, the Women of 
Bethesda held a welcome luncheon, and 
a good time was had by all! We look 
forward to Guy’s ministry going forward.

On !anksgiving Eve (November 27), Our Lady of Good Counsel (OLGC) 
Catholic Church, in Secretary, hosted an ecumenical !anksgiving worship service. 
!is is the #rst in a series of Wednesday night ecumenical services to be hosted in 
upper Dorchester County in the period before Christmas. Subsequent services are 
as follows: Dec. 4 at OLGC, Pastor. Handy preaching; Dec. 11 at First United 
Methodist of Secretary, Father Steve Lonek of OLGC delivering the homily; and 
Dec. 18 at Trinity United Methodist in East New Market, Pastor David Kreek of 
First UMC, Secretary preaching. All services begin at 7pm, and all are invited. Join 
us not only in exploring the joy of Advent, but also the joy of sharing di"erent 
church traditions!

From left: Pastor David Kreek (First UMC, Secretary), Father Steve Lonek (Our Lady of 
Good Counsel Catholic Church, Secretary), and Pastor Karen Handy.

HOLIDAY DATES
All ladies of the church are invited to the Women of Bethesda’s annual Christmas Party on !ursday, Dec. 19 at noon at the 
home of Helen Fletcher. Please bring a covered dish and a $15 gift, to be used in the gift exchange. 
!ursday, Dec. 5, 9:00 a.m.: Join us as we decorate the church for the holidays!
Sunday, Dec. 8, 8:45 a.m.: We begin a new Bible Study series on the book of Job.
Tuesday, Dec. 24, 8:00 p.m.: Christmas Eve Service.

Dec. 12th – Christmas Program: Calling all Families…You are the stars of our 
Program this year: We will create, rehearse, and present a complete Christmas 
play starring families in one easy event. With just one hour of rehearsal, four 
scenes involving everyone who attends, original script and music, Bethlehem 
Bound presents Jesus as the real star of Christmas. Marty and Ramona lead 
the way to Bethlehem on the night of Jesus’ birth. En route, they encounter 
characters played by families decked out with creative props they have just 
created.  It is sure to be fun and something your family will talk about for years.  
Help us make a special memory this year! Set-up begins at 6PM, program 
begins at 7PM.

Dec. 15th – !ere will be a free concert of Christmas music at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Dec. 15 at 3:00 p.m. 
Dec. 15th - Christmas Caroling: Join us again this year for caroling in Preston and surrounding area. We will meet at the 
church at 4:30 pm and will #nish with hot cocoa and cookies. Bring a $ashlight!

On November 3, 
Tammy Guerra 
joined our church. 
She is member 
number 742. 
Welcome, Tammy! 
We are glad to 
have you and 
your family in our 
congregation!
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By Aaron Haberman

Part VI: Religious Protection is the New School
Prayer: The Final Defeat of the School Prayer
Amendment in the 1990s

Although the 1980s had been a major
disappointment for school prayer
advocates, the Christian Right continued to
expand and becomemore influential within
the Republican Party. The movement was
now led by the Christian Coalition, a new
advocacy group founded by Christian
Broadcasting Network head Pat

Robertson, and run by an up-and-coming
lobbying superstar named Ralph Reed.
With lots of members and flush with cash,
the Christian Coalition led the charge for
the Republican Party to capture both
Houses of Congress in 1994, the first time
that had happened since 1952. The new
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
the ultra-conservative Newt Gingrich,
promised to push for a school prayer
amendment, a commitment that
immediately led many prayer advocates to
believe that their time had finally come.

And yet it was not to be. Perhaps
surprisingly,manyChristian legal advocates
who testified before congressional hearings
on proposed prayer amendments actually
argued that they did not want to return
America to the 1950s, when school prayer

was mandated by some districts. Rather,
they pushed for a religious protection
amendment, which would guarantee
individuals or groups the right to practice
religion in schools, particularly during non-
instructional time, without any disturbance
fromschool administrators.These testifiers
continued the arguments that some
Christian Right leaders had begun making
in the 1980s, that school prayer should be
seen as a right being denied an oppressed
minority, rather than a majority’s
prerogative or as something necessary for
the moral future of the nation. In effect,

conservative Christians were now arguing
that prayer or any kind of religious
observance shouldbe seen as the equivalent
of any kind of political or philosophical
speech and thus should be protected under
the First Amendment’s guarantee of
freedom of speech. This line of argument is
remarkable given that theFirstAmendment
also protects the free exercise of religion,
and yet conservative Christians felt it was
more politically plausible tomake their case
in the secular language of free speech.

Even by bowing to the secularism of
modern America, conservative Christians
failed to get a religious protection
amendment passed or even voted on by
either house of Congress. Part of the
problemwas that formanyAmericans there
did not seem to be a great need for a

religious protection amendment. Existing
laws and Supreme Court decisions
effectively protected the rights of school
children to have religious clubs, or organize
religious observances like prayer circles at
the flagpole during recess.Where the courts
drew the line was when school or district
officials tried to organize prayer for
graduations or at athletic contests.
Ultimately, like the school prayer
amendment proposals of the 1980s, the
drive for religious protection simply did not
elicit a huge groundswell of support,
particularly since Americans had economic
and foreign policy issues more on their
mind.

Since 1996 there has been no major
push for a school prayer amendment.
Controversies over issues like the public
display of the Ten Commandments or the
inclusion of intelligent design in school
curriculum crop up from time to time, only
to fade quickly frompublic view. In the end,
it is unlikely that organized and mandated
school prayer as it existed before the early
1960s will ever return. As a result,
conservative Christians will have to be
content with the old adage: “for as long as
there are tests there will always be prayer in
schools.”

AaronHaberman
is an Assistant
Professor of
History at the
University of
N o r t h e r n
Colorado. He
earned his B.A. in
history from

Washington and
Lee University

and his M.A. and Ph.D. in history from the
University of South Carolina. He is currently
completing a book manuscript for the University of
Virginia Press on the history of the school prayer
debate, entitled The Politics of Prayer:
Religion, Race, and the Odyssey of the
Christian Right in Modern America. This is
the final part in this series. If you want to discuss this
series, you can email Aaron at
aaron.haberman@unco.edu.

KICKING GOD OUT OF SCHOOL: SCHOOL PRAYER AND THE REMAKING OF AMERICAN POLITICS

Pat Robertson (left) and Ralph Reed.
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The following sermonwas delivered byRev.Dr. Ken
Bedell at Bethesda's Homecoming service on
October 20.

I want to start by talking about
something that I didn't know when I was
the pastor here thirty years ago. And I
should have known it – I'll tell you some
things about why I really should have
known this in a fewmoments. But I actually
came to understand it when I was reading
some things written by the philosopher
Baruch Spinoza. And he talked about the
chapter of Genesis Pastor Handy read for
us, and I want to pick up the verses that
preceded what she read for us – except that
I'm going to get out my glasses. [Laughter] I
hope I have them inmy pocket here. This is
chapter two.You remember that inGenesis
there are what are sometimes called the two
stories of Creation. I don't actually believe
that. I think that there's really one story of
Creation. The story of Creation is that God
created all that there is, and that God is at
the center of all that there is. And then the
verse that just precedes the Creation story
that we heard read just a moment ago, says,
"God saw everything that he hadmade, and
indeed it was very good, and there was
evening and there was morning." God saw
that everything was very good.

Now what Spinoza pointed out was
thatwe sooften– andparticularly this is one
of the heresies of the Reformation – that
John Calvin, and Bucer, and Martin Luther
all put human beings at the center of what
God created. But, in fact, the way that the
story is told in the Old Testament, human
beings are part of that goodness. We are in
the midst of the overall goodness that God
has created – that when we think about the
Creation, it isn't thatGod did this for us; we
are part ofwhatGoddid for everything. For
all that there is, human beings are part of
thatCreation. I didn't understand thatwhen
I was your pastor thirty years ago, and yet I
should have.

In fact, there are so many things that
this congregation taughtme, and then there
are some things that as I look back I think,
"Well why didn't I get that?" I remember
Eugene [Harris – Ed.], coming out to your
farm one day, and youwere getting ready to

plant. And there was something that you
didn't have. I don't know, I don't evenknow
enough about what it was: maybe it was the
fertilizer, it was the wrong kind that they
sent out for you. And I thought, "Wow, this
must be pretty awful.” Imean, I don't know
that much about farming, but I figured that
planting was a pretty big part of the whole
deal. [Laughter] And what Gene did there
was to say, well, God's going to provide....
This is part of the whole thing: I'm going to
plant tomorrow, we'll get this taken care of.
God is good; this is all going to work out.
Because as I lookback I can see thatwhat he
knew that I wasn't getting yet at that point
was that this wasn't all about him. It wasn't
that Godwas just working for him, but that
hewas part of all that therewas.Hewas part

of it, that's what his life was, and that's what
his work was, and that God had created all
of this and he was part of that.

Or, some of youmay remember Jimmy
Wright, who, while I was here, he died of
colon cancer. And this is very personal to
me, because I've had stage four – I'm a
survivor of colon cancer. And it's six years
since I was diagnosed with stage four colon
cancer, and was told that I had a fifty-fifty
chance of surviving five years with that
diagnosis. So I have reflected back on that.
Jimmy was the first person that I have
experienced that with...he tookme through
the process of having cancer, and actually
died of colon cancer. And I remember
beingon–I think there's kindof a sunporch
there, or aFlorida roomor somethingonhis
house – and he was explaining to me about
his cancer. I remember his exact words: he
said how could he know that eating things
like white bread might not be good for his
colon?And now as I look back I think, well,

Rev. Dr. Ken Bedell's Homecoming Sermon
what he understood was that God didn't
justmake thisworld for him, but that hewas
part of this larger, something bigger. Not to
dimes in any way what God has done in
creating humans, or God's concern for us.
But that what God was really all about was
creating the whole universe.

What does that mean for us? What
Spinoza helped me understand was that
when you look out there at the universe, or
even just at the world, you think that it's not
really all that trustworthy. There are
hurricanes and there are volcanoes and
tsunamis, and just to look at theEarth itself,
it's changing all the time, it's dynamic. In
some ways, you say, "Well if God said it's
good, and looked at that and said all of this
is good, what I've put together is good, why
are there all these things?" Well, I don't
know. I can't explain it. I know when I was
in elementary school, we just thought that
the Earth was a rock with a core of molten
iron soour compasseswouldwork, and that
it had been that way for a long time. And
now I understand there's tectonic shifts,
and that the Himalayas are made because
India is slamming into China, and that
makes themountains, and there's all...I can't
understand it. What I do know is that God
has made this whole system so that it is
good. Our experience of it, our living in it,
is not because God just set this up and it's
really nice – which it is, and good and
wonderful. But it's also changing and alive!
Some people even talk about it that way.
There's a book that's called Gaia that talks
about the living earth and seeing how it
heals itself, and how the earth is in this
process.

So what does that mean for us. For one
thing, it's a little bit terrifying. Sometimes
the more you know about that, the more
that it's kind of frightening, you know?
[Claps] If I clap, you hear that, eh? Well,
what scientists tell us is that it takes that
sound some time to get there. [Claps again]
Okay? But that sound is traveling at
somewhere around 760miles per hour, and
that seems pretty fast. Well now, that's
about the same speed that we're moving on
this globe. This globe is spinning around,
andwe're going about the speed of sound in
relation to the center of the Earth. We're

Revs. Bedell and Handy pose by the church sign
after Homecoming.
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spinning around on this thing, and as we're
spinning around, it's funny – we don't get
dizzy – isn't it? [Laughter] We're going the
speed of sound, moving around in a circle
for the Earth to get around. Of course, it's
faster at the equator than at theNorth Pole,
etc. Well, then you think: okay, we're also,
not only are we spinning around like this
[indicates the surface of an imaginary globe], but
we're going around the sun. You'll have to
go home and do all the math on this. I
actually ran through this.We'reninety-three
million miles away from the sun, right? So
that means that we're going in a circle on
average – ‘cause I guess it's not a real circle
– but we're going around. That
circumference is 2-pi-r, right? You
remember how that works? [Laughter] No,
you don't remember? Well, I'll remind you.
So it's 2-pi-r, so you take ninety-three
million miles and take it times two,
everybody knows how to do that, right?
And then pi: 3.14...something. And then
you if you divide that by 365 days – are you
still with me? [Laughter] Almost, huh?
‘Cause we've got 365 days to go around the
sun, and then if you divide that by twenty-
four hours...Well, I'll tell you what the
answer is. At least I'll tell you the answer I
got, you can do it for yourself. I got seventy-
six thousand miles per hour that the Earth
has to be shooting around the sun in order
to get there in a year, to get that whole
distance. Seventy-six thousand miles per
hour. Now you can do the math on that
again. I'm going to be done with this is a
minute; I just thought this was sort of
curious. [Laughter] Becausewhat thatmeans
is that we're like – have you ever been on
those, like teacup things? Where you're
going around this, and then it's going
around like that.

When you think about this dynamic,
what we're all about, it's pretty scary.
There's many things that are scary about it.
Well, I think that just aswe think aboutwhat
it means to be shooting through space at
that speed and so on, there's alot of things
in God's Creation that affect us that are
pretty scary. It's a little bit surprising that we
aren't just kind of worried all the time, you
know, isn't it? But our experience is the
same as that Creation experience: it's

dynamic. What we experience is equally
changing and dynamic, and that's the way
God has made it. God has made us part of
that same larger Creation. Now what we
read in Lamentations is probably one of the
scariest parts of it. Those last couple of
words: I'm going to try to read this even
without my glasses here. The author here is
saying to God, "Unless you have utterly
rejected us, and are angry with us beyond
measure." But how could people even think
that that was possible? Well, they could
think that was possible because maybe it is
possible. At the end of the scripture from
Genesis that we just heard read, we heard
about how God has made us co-creators
with God. God has made us so that we
know the difference between good and evil.
God has made us responsible, to be part of
this Creation in away that is likeGod.We're
called the image of God. And I've just been
saying that we could also say that all of
Creation is the image of God. That the
goodness of God is in all Creation. The
goodness of God is potentially within all of
us, and yet it's also.... How scary that there
would even be a possibility that we would
become so separated from this goodness.

How do we become separated from
God? What happens to us? Well, there are
two categories. The one category,
sometimes in popular culture it gets called
mental illness. It's the depression, it's the
paranoia. It's the times when we don't fully
trust in this goodness of God. What is
depression?Depression is feeling as if, "Oh,
nothing is good, everything is terrible, I
can't make it, I can't deal with all this."
Instead of: "This is howwonderful it is, this
is the way..." And the tragedy is when we
lose that participation in the goodness of
God. Not that it's stable, and not that it's
unchanging, not that we can just trust that
we're always going to know how things are.
There's still going to be hurricanes. There's
still going to be things that are dangerous.
But the other category that happens to us
that can separate us fromGod is, and I'll use
the word, "sin." Those things that make us
unhappy: the greed, the times that we have
lust, or that we covet different things, or
when we only trust in our own goodness,
which is sin. When we get out of trusting in

God's goodness. When we're not, like
Eugene said, "Okay, this is part of God's
goodness." When we think that we have to
be accountable for what's going to happen.
Whenwe take it uponourselves.Then that's
when we become selfish, then that's when
we become greedy, thinking that it's up to
us, and we can't just trust in God's
goodness. That's when we want to have
more than we need for life. Those are the
sinful parts of it.

Howcanwegetbeyond that?That's the
passage fromRomans thatwe've just heard:
that Jesus Christ has come to us, making it
clear that we can participate in that
goodness. That we can – actually it's
through Jesus Christ that we are saved from
our sin, from our thinking that we have to
do it by ourselves. From our thinking that
we can't trust in God, from our thinking
that the universe wasn't created in
goodness, and that we can actually join in
the goodness that is there, and that Christ
has brought that incredible message to us,
the message that we can be part of God's
goodness, that we can actually participate in
that, that we can give up our mental illness
and our sin. Because we know that God is
good, we know that the universe is good,
because Christ has brought us that,
absolutely. So, what do we do with all that?
Well, we become part of that goodness.We
become part of building the kingdom; we
become part of having a soup day. We
become part of working in the community
to take seriously our ministry. We become
part of helping each other, sharing with
each other, we become part of that
goodness, we become part of whatGod did
inmaking thewholeCreation. And the final
thing that we do is that we celebrate that
together. We come to church. We are
joyous that we can be part of God's
incredibleCreation.And so,we praiseGod,
and we thank God, together, as we join for
worship. That's why for me it's so exciting
to bewith you today, toworshipwith you in
the goodness of God's Creation, in the
knowledge of that wonderful grace that
JesusChrist hasbrought us, and to celebrate
with you as you reach out to the community
and take part inGod’s work, including us as
human beings.

Rev. Dr. Ken Bedell's Homecoming Sermon (cont.)
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SHOEBOXES GALORE!
During worship on November 17, Rev. Handy blessed the Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes contributed by members of 
the congregation and our TGIT families. ! e preceding ! ursday, our TGIT night was spent watching a special VeggieTales 
movie, “Merry Larry and the True Light of Christmas,” and then hosting a packing party for the shoeboxes. Parents and 
volunteers helped the kids gather the correct items and check the boxes for completeness, before labeling and sealing them. A 
total of # fty-seven boxes was sent out to go to kids all over the world, and we are very proud of everybody who took part in 
making this possible. ! ank you!

Bethesda will again 
sponsor Christmas gifts
! is year Bethesda will be 
sponsoring Christmas morning for a 
family at Preston School, and boys at 
the Methodist Board of Child Care 
in Denton.
•Kari Farnell is coordinating the 
Preston School donations. In order 
to prevent duplication of items, 
contact her directly at kari21632@
yahoo.com, or see her Sunday, Dec. 
8 for speci# cs. All items for the 
Preston School family will need to 
be in by Dec. 15.
•! e Board of Child Care is 
operated in our conference by the 
Methodist Church, and houses 
some sixteen boys. Items donated for 
Christmas will go into a general store of presents for boys who have no family to go to over Christmas. ! e items requested 
include: Tennis Rackets and Balls, Lacrosse Sticks, Model Car Sets, Craft Sets, Axe Body Wash, Axe Body Spray, Matchbox 
Cars, Lego Sets, Air Hogs, Skateboards, Skateboard Helmets, Elbow and Knee pads, Foot Scooters, Crayola Craft Sets, 
Remote Control Cars, Winter Coats Youth L – Adult XXL, Hooded Sweatshirts Youth L – Adult XXL, Sweatpants Youth 
L – Adult XXL, Slippers all sizes, Pajama Pants Youth M – Adult XXL, and Large Backpacks. All items would need to 
be present in church on Dec. 22 for delivery the next day. Questions can be directed to Eric Cheezum at ericacheezum@
verizon.net.
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Rev. Mark Palmer (1947-1999) was an 
associate pastor at St. Paul’s UMC in 
Wilmington, Delaware. !e reprinted 
letter below is another in the running series 
of newsletter articles Palmer wrote during 
his battle with cancer. 

Letter Fifteen
Between Christmas and New Years 
Day, I went to Christiana Hospital 
with abdominal pain and learned that 
my bowels became obstructed in two 
places. I am now at home and I have 
been admitted to the Delaware Hospice 
program. Even though I had been 
taught by doctors to expect this new 
development, it still came sooner than I 
thought it would.
As you can imagine, this threw my 
family and me into grief. Jane and I 
sometimes just hold each other and 
weep. !roughout our family and our 
circle of friends, tears have been a part 

of our communication. It is a way of 
being together that expresses both our 
helplessness and our love. Yet there is 
more. Grief and grace are intimately 
connected. Grief just comes on a person 
like a wave and moves you with its own 
force and its own direction. And where 
it moves you is into beauty of human 
tenderness and connection. In fact, 
grief may be the most connecting of all 
our emotions. When the moments of 
grief come, as they subside, I always feel 
grateful that life can be so deeply felt and 
received. I think that experiencing life in 
this vivid way, where nothing is denied 
and nothing is held back, is what Jesus 
was talking about when he was talking 
about eternal life. !is is the way God 
engages life and God invites us to engage 
it in the same way. In fact, grief always 
feels like holy ground to me. !e divine 
is laced through our grief reminding us 
of how much we matter to one another 

THE LETTERS OF REV. MARK W. PALMER
and how much we matter to God. I 
share this with you because you are part 
of my grief. And yet, at the same time, I 
pray that the grief we feel becomes a lens 
through which we see this larger tapestry 
into which we are all woven, which is 
our hope. It is the tapestry of loving 
connection we have with one another 
that is ultimately rooted in God.
Love,

Mark
Mark Palmer passed into eternity on Janu-
ary 20, 1999. Mark said to his wife, Jane, 
days before he passed away, that he thought 
he got most of what Jesus said right. As 
you can tell, Mark lived his life with hope, 
faith, and love right up to his last breath. 
Mark has experienced the eternal peace and 
I know he would wish for you peace, my 
friends. – Pastor Ron Bergman

CHRIS TOMLIN/LOUIE GIGLIO CONCERT
!is was not your typical night of worship.  On November 4, a 
packed Wicomico Youth and Civic Center became the scene of 
song and word as God was glori#ed and lifted high.  We were 
reminded that God loves to throw a party when His children turn 
to Him. Attending was Tammy, Cris, and Hunter Guerra, and 
Chris and Karen Handy.

Youth from all over the conference joined together at Camp 
Pecometh for a bon#re and worship service sponsored by 
Peninsula Delaware  Conference Young People’s Ministry 
and Camp Pecometh.  It was a great evening to have fun, 
connect with other youth and friends, and connect with 
God.

YOUTH BONFIRE

Rev. Handy, Hunter & Cris Guerra pose for a picture during the concert. Collin Handy (left) and Hunter Guerra (right) with a friend at the 
bon"re.
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SCENES FROM THE HALLOWEEN TRUNK-OR-TREAT
On Halloween night, Bethesda co-sponsored a “Trunk-or-Treat” along with Bethlehem Wesleyan and Immanuel Lutheran 
Churches. Around four hundred kids and parents came to the Preston Fire Hall, where there were hot dogs, drinks, lots of 
candy, and a bouncy castle awaiting them after trick-or-treating in town. It was a very successful event, and we hope to do it 
again – bigger and better – next year! Our thanks go especially to Bethlehem Wesleyan for providing the bouncy castle and the 
hot dogs.

Clockwise from top left: !e bouncy castle provided by Bethlehem Wesleyan; Kasey 
Wright is a beauty queen,!; our friends from Immanual Lutheran Church; Anna 
& Emma Carmean, werewolf & spy!
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