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You Will Hear the Trumpet Sound, To Wake the Nations Underground!

Scenes from the last night of  TGIT for the spring semester, April 11

SceNeS from TGIT

coNGraTUlaTIoNS, GeorGe!
On Sunday, April 28, it was announced that George Simmons will receive his own church 
appointment, beginning July 1. George will be heading to a three-point circuit in northern 
Caroline County, comprised of  St. Paul’s UMC in Greensboro, Trinity UMC in Goldsboro, 
and Union UMC in Burrsville. While this is great news for George, it is sad news for our 
circuit. Bethesda wishes him well and looks forward to his last couple months with us.



WeeklY INcome cIrcle of coNcerN
Betty Hinnershitz
2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7383

Gloria Trice
21850 Water St
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7339

Tharon Harrington
The Pines
610 Dutchmans Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD

Bob McConnell
520 Kerr Ave.
Denton, MD 21629

At Nursing Homes:

It takes approximately $1,450 to maintain Bethesda per 
week. Weekly income is reported relative to that figure, with 
a breakdown of  subscription versus general plate income.

Date Attendance Plate Pledge Total
April 7 34 $251 $707 $958
April 14 45 $554 $975 $1,529
April 21 47 $411 $687 $1,098
April 28 50 $515 $857 $1,372

Minimum Required Income (4 weeks): $5,800
Actual Income: $4,957
Yearly Average Attendance: 52
Yearly Per Capita Income: $24.06

PaSTor’S meSSaGe
For many years I have enjoyed a hobby 
of  photographing nature. I seem to be 
drawn to it. For many years I didn’t quite 
understand the connection that I had with 
nature. I thought maybe it was my years 
of  playing in the woods surrounding our 
house. The neighbor kids and I would 
spend 
hours 
climbing 
trees and 
exploring. 
We would 
also ride 
our bikes 
and go to 
the nearby 
pond 
or river. 
Spiders 
and bugs 
never bothered me (although snakes are a 
different matter!). I guess you could say I 
have a bit of  “Tom Boy” in me. 

It wasn’t until I was in high school that 
I connected the beauty around me with 
God. Honestly, I’m not sure exactly how 
or when it happened. All I know is that the 
sunset could bring me to saying “thanks” 
to God. I actually committed my life to 
Christ on a beautiful mountain top with the 
stars so close I could almost touch them. 
The author of  Romans writes, “For ever 

since the world was created, people have 
seen the earth and sky. Through everything 
God made, they can clearly see his invisible 
qualities—his eternal power and divine 
nature. So they have no excuse for not 
knowing God” (Romans 1:20).

One of  the ways that 
I have drawn closer 
to God is being aware 
of  His presence in 
all that is around, in 
God’s creation. Note 
the colors of  the 
sunset, and, if  you 
get up early, look at 
the rising sun. As the 
flowers and gardens 
come alive with color 
stop and look, touch, 
smell the glory of  
God. God is being 

revealed all around us. Take time to smell 
the roses this spring and commune with 
your Creator, God.

Pastor Karen

John Legates
505 Academy St.
Cambridge, MD 21613
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For you know that God paid a ransom 
to save you from the empty life you 
inherited from your ancestors. And 

the ransom he paid was not mere gold 
or silver. It was the precious blood of  
Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of  

God. 

~1 Peter 1:18-19~

Photo by Rev. Handy

Bible School season is fast 
approaching. There are two 
programs in our area that kids can 
easily attend, and the door is wide 
open to them.  

Immanuel Lutheran: June 24–28. The 
Theme is “Tell It on the Mountain.” 
Immanuel is very excited that we 
are helping and assisting at this VBS 
again this year. We need those who 
can help in the kitchen and helpers 
in the various age groups. We have 
also committed to one teaching team 
as well. Can you give a few hours 
or even the whole week? Let Pastor 
Karen or Eric Cheezum know.

Bethlehem Wesleyan: June 30–July 5. 
The theme is “Kingdom Rock.” This 
is a well attended and always exciting 
VBS in the area as well.   



• The Outreach food pantry is asking for 
donations to restock the cabinet. Items 
needed are cereal, pop tarts, ready-to-eat 
pudding and jello, canned goods such as 
soup, beef  stew, pasta, Vienna sausages, 
tuna, fruit, cookies, crackers, spaghetti 
sauce, rice, dairy products, frozen food 
(we have freezer space), peanut butter, 
jelly, and anything else that you would 
like to buy. This is an on-going need and 
maybe when you are shopping you can 
throw a couple of  extra items in your 
cart and bring them to church on Sunday. 
Thanks!

The Vision and Mission group met again 
this month, on April 21. We spent some 
time discussing the Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities, and Threats (SWOT) here 
at Bethesda. While it is easy to look at the 
weaknesses and threats, we are committed 
to placing more emphasis on our strengths 
and opportunities. We also took the time 
to examine all the activities we have been 
involved in during the last year. This list 
is not complete, as I’m sure that we have 
left things off  the list. What we do want 
everyone to note is that we have been a 
very active church and have done more 
than we are probably aware. Here is the 
list:

Sunday morning worship
Worship Committee
Sunday morning adult education
Community support
money counters
Operation Christmas Child
Shrove Tuesday
School Supplies drive
Soup day
Mitten tree
Women of  Bethesda
30 hour famine
Spaghetti dinner
Conference Youth rally
Peach festival
Revolve tour
TGIT
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mISSIoN aND VISIoN meeTING rePorT

fooD PaNTrY

VBS
Food pantry
Caroling
Choir
Christmas Stockings
Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners to 
families
Bells
Acolyte
Church picnic
Usher
Cards and visits to shut-ins
Nursery
Christmas Eve service
Liturgist
Holy Week services
Kid’s Christmas program
newsletter
website/facebook
sign
Liturgical Dance
Homecoming

As noted, this is not a complete list. There 
is much that is done behind the scenes. 
Thank you to everyone who has given of  
their time and energy to help promote 
the gospel and touch lives in the name of  
Jesus. 

You can visit the Fellowship Hall to see 
the complete list of  Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities, and Threats as well as 
the above list. Please keep the group in 

prayer as we come closer to developing 
the mission and vision statements for 
Bethesda. Our next meeting is May 19 
after worship.  If  you have questions, feel 
free to talk to Pastor Karen.

Pastor Karen

The Evangelism Committee met on 
April 17 and discussed the various 
initiatives it has undertaken. The group 
felt that much has been accomplished in 
the direction of  the church’s community 
engagement. Since March, Bethesda has 
given a donation to the Preston Fire 
Company, and has committed to support 
the town’s Parks and Recreation summer 
programs. Plans have been made to 
take part in this year’s carnival, and to 
sponsor a movie night in the town park. 
The group agreed to suggest to the 
Outreach committee that it award a book 
scholarship to a graduating high school 
senior. Although chairman Dennis Baker 

eVaNGelISm commITTee rePorT
had planned to disband the committee 
after this meeting, the group felt that 
there are still goals to be met, and that 
the Evangelism Committee had been a 
useful organization. It was agreed that 
the committee would meet on a bi-
monthly basis hereafter.

The highest, the transcendent 
glory of  the American Revolution 
was this — it connected, in one 
indissoluble bond, the principles of  
civil government with the precepts 
of  Christianity.

~John Quincy Adams (1767-1848), 
in a letter from April 1837



Little Shop of Horrors

Colonel Richardson High School

Child/Student $5    Adult/senior $7
For ticket information, call 410-754-5575.

Book and Lyrics by
Howard Ashman

Music by 
Alan Menken

BASED ON THE FILM BY ROGER CORMAN, SCREENPLAY BY CHARLES GRIFFITH

Originally produced by the WPA Theatre (Kyle Renick, Producing Director)

Originally produced at the orphen theatre, new york city by the WPA Theatre, 

devid geffen, cameron Mackintosh and the Shubert Organization

May 5
2PM

May 3
7PM

May 4
7PM
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Rev. Mark Palmer (1947-1999) was an 
associate pastor at St. Paul’s UMC in 
Wilmington, Delaware. The reprinted letter 
below is another in the running series of  
newsletter articles Palmer wrote during his battle 
with cancer. 

Letter Eight

Dear Brothers and Sisters;

On July 6 [1998], I learned from Dr. 
Glover that I will no longer be receiving 
chemotherapy. She said it no longer 
made sense to pursue chemotherapy 
as a treatment option. Given all that I 
have been through this year, I know her 
decision was right. The cost to me was 
far outweighing the benefits. Yet, when I 
consider that I am now in a place where 
conventional medical practice can no 
longer help me, in spite of  the rightness 
of  the decision, I came away from my 
appointment feeling sad.

On July 16, I met with Dr. Bazzan, 
who now has a practice in alternative 
medicine called the Wellness Sciences 
Institute. Dr. Bazzan is a man with a 
deep awareness of  God who knows the 
science that is congruent with God’s 
way of  wellness. It has become clear to 
me that this way of  holistic health is a 
way open to me that still allows me to 
contend with the progress of  my illness. 
I expect to learn some new things and 
feel that my partnership with Dr. Bazzan 
is a blessing from God.

However, since alternative medicine 
is not recognized by Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield, I started to accumulate some bills 
by going to Dr. Bazzan. On Friday, July 
17, I talked with Ron about these bills 
with the idea that I could pay them off  
with some of  the money in the special 
account set up for my health needs.

Instead, Ron suggested that the money 
in that account be added to the money 

THe leTTerS of reV. mark W. Palmer
that was donated in recognition of  my 
ministry at St. Paul’s and that he would 
give me one check that I could use for 
whatever expenses I incurred. I said 
that would be fine, and then he told 
me the amount I would receive. Tears 
came to my eyes. I was stunned by the 
immensity of  your love, and the rest 
of  the day I could not talk to any of  
my friends about your overwhelming 
gift without being moved to tears of  
gratitude. The gift you have given Jane 
and me gives us a sense of  awe: the kind 
of  awe that makes the soul feel that all 
is well because God is near and at work. 
At the very moment when my journey 
has taken an ominous turn, precisely in 
this moment, I have received grace upon 
grace. I thank all of  you for your love, 
and I am filled with love for all of  you.

Grace and Peace,

Mark

Camp
Pecometh
Summer Fun!

Day Camp
Campers experience some of the camp favoritesÉ from arts 
& crafts to Bible discovery time to swimming. ItÕs a fun-
filled week at camp. Camp hours are from 8am to 5pm, 
Monday through Friday. Extended hours are available from 
7am to 6pm. There will be a 10% discount for enrolling six 
weeks or more! (K Ð 5th grade completed as of June 2013)

Overnight Programs     
Archer Games * Chester River Trek * DirectorsÕ Leadership Week  

DIY Crafts * Friends & Family Camp * Horseback 
 ItÕs All Fun & Games * Late Night with Jesus * Leaps of Faith  

Mini Camp * River Runners * Riverside * Senior High 
Splashdown * ThatÕs NOT Camp! * Top Chef Pecometh

Scholarships available!  

For more information and to register:
www.pecometh.org * 410-556-6900

136 Bookers Wharf Road, Centreville, MD 21617

This Sunday School certificate was recently discovered in a Turner family bible belonging to Greg 
Turner. It is the only one of  its kind known to survive, and is reprinted here by Greg’s permission. 
A similar certificate from June 1856 was transcribed in volume 2, issue 11, although the where-
abouts of  the corresponding original are unknown.

HISTorIcal TIDBIT



P.o. Box 147
PreSToN, mD 21655

Visit us online at PrestonBethesdaUMC.org!
“Like” us on Facebook at

www.facebook.com/PrestonBethesdaUMC


