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You Will Hear the Trumpet Sound, To Wake the Nations Underground!

PeNiNSUla-DelaWare aNNUal CoNfereNCeS rePorT
Peninsula-Delaware Annual Conference 
Official Report
University of  Maryland Eastern Shore, 
Princess Anne, Md.
Theme: “Diversity: Embrace it! Celebrate it!”
Almost 600 United Methodists from 487 area 
churches in the Peninsula-Delaware Annual 
Conference gathered June 6-8 for the 229th 
session of  the Peninsula-Delaware conference. 
The theme was tied into in every sermon and 
presentation.
“Over my head, I hear music in the air.” These 
words of  the old spiritual came to life at the 
beginning of  the laity session of  the annual 
conference. Laity discussed the transition from 
the lay speaker model of  ministry to the lay 
servant model, and every person in attendance 
made patches for our quilt. Each patch 
included the laity’s name, district, spiritual gift 
and passion. All patches were different colors 
and the same size to symbolize our diversity 
and our oneness in Jesus Christ. 
The Rev. Tori Butler from the Texas Annual 
Conference led a Bible study on diversity, 
where she highlighted the pressing diversity 
issue of  socioeconomic disparity within our 
conference. She challenged laity to listen to the 
concerns of  their brothers and sisters in faith 
who did not look or sound like themselves 
and to pray for the Spirit’s transformational 
power to be present in their communities.
Charlie Coleman, a 2013 graduate of  Dillard 
University, New Orleans, who currently 
serves as a United Methodist Black College 
Fund ambassador, spoke during the clergy 
session. Coleman commended our conference 
for once again paying 100 percent of  its 
apportionment for the Black College Fund. 
The Scripture for the day was Revelation 
7:9-17, and the Rev. Mark Farnell, Centreville 
(Md.) United Methodist Church, brought the 
message for the morning.

The opening worship service began with 
heartfelt and inspiring prayer, dance and song. 
Celebrating our diversity, we remembered 
again that we are God’s everyday people.
Liturgical dancers, dressed in multicolored 
garments, joyfully celebrated this diversity. 
They reimagined the multitudes surrounding 
the throne of  God in Revelation 7:9-12, 
offering their obedience and adoration and 
reminding us to do the same.
The Rev. Shirlyn Henry Brown preached an 
inspiring message based on Acts 11:12. In “A 
member of  the Household,” she reminded us 
that we disciples of  Jesus Christ are “not to 
make a distance between “them and us.” God 
loves the entire creation and calls us to unite 
and do the same.
Dr. David A. Anderson, Bridgeway 
Community Church, Columbia, Md., and 
Bridge Leader Network, spoke to all in 
attendance about his journey as an African-
American man married to a Korean-American 
woman. He has lived, in his personal life, 
both the racism and the diversity of  which he 
speaks. Anderson shared God’s solution to 
dysfunctional diversity in 16 words that point 
to Jesus’ command found in both John 1:39 
and Revelation 22:17: COME!
• Comprehension begins with conversation.
• Openness leads to oneness.
• Multicolored does not multicultural make.
• Environment means everything.
Philadelphia Episcopal Area Bishop Peggy 
A. Johnson officially set appointments 
beginning July 1 for two new district 
superintendents at Friday’s plenary session. 
The Rev. Fred Duncan, currently serving at 
Bethel United Methodist Church, Lewes, 
Del., was appointed as superintendent of  the 
Salisbury District. Duncan fills the position 
previously held by the Rev. Charlotte Nichols, 
who celebrated her retirement on June 1. 
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WeeklY iNCome CirCle of CoNCerN
Betty Hinnershitz
2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7383

Gloria Trice
21850 Water St
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7339

Tharon Harrington
The Pines
610 Dutchmans Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD

Bob McConnell
520 Kerr Ave.
Denton, MD 21629

At Nursing Homes:

It takes approximately $1,450 to maintain Bethesda per 
week. Weekly income is reported relative to that figure, with 
a breakdown of  subscription versus general plate income.

Date Attendance Plate Pledge Total
June 2 29 $658 $785 $1,443
June 9 69 $626 $1,262 $1,888
June 16 41 $456 $534 $990
June 23 37 $363 $664 $1,027
June 30 63 $408 $787 $1,195

Minimum Required Income (5 weeks): $7,250
Actual Income: $6,543
Yearly Average Attendance: 50
Yearly Per Capita Income: $24.87

PaSTor’S meSSage
It is time for summer! It is the season 
for resting, relaxing and renewing. To be 
honest, that is a little hard for me this 
summer. As some of  you may be aware, 
I am required by our conference to take a 
Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) unit for 
ordination. This is a requirement that has 
recently been added. I chose to complete 
this unit this summer when things are just a 
little slower around the church. I began the 
unit on May 21 and the conclusion will be 
on August 13.

The unit requires that I spend Tuesdays in 
class, and then each Thursday I spend the 
day at Memorial Hospital of  Easton as a 
Chaplain Intern. I also must spend about 
three hours a week in reading, and six 
hours in preparing written materials such as 
case studies and pastoral theology papers. 

I wanted to share some excerpts from my 
“First Impressions” paper with you.

This is my first unit and experience with 
Clinical Pastoral Education. Honestly, I began 
this journey when my conference shared that it was 
now a requirement for ordination. I had a person 
suggest that I contact Memorial Hospital of  
Easton to complete the unit that was required. 
To say that I was overwhelmed, when I found 
out the requirements for the unit, would be an 
understatement. It was not the interaction with 
patients or my peers that was my concern. I am 
comfortable in both arenas. No, my hesitation was 

how to complete the amount of  work along with 
care for my own congregation’s needs. I was afraid 
that they would get the short end of  the stick. 
I still felt this sense of  being overwhelmed as I 
walked into the classroom the first day. As we 
discussed assignments and due dates, I made 
mental notes of  what I could or could not do 
certain weeks to allow for enough time. While I 
feel pressure to my already busy schedule, I started 
to sense something else as well.  I wanted to be 
here, not just because I had too, but rather because 
I wanted to learn from Rev. David Berg and Dr. 
Brian Childs, as well as the group members. I 
heard from fellow students who had completed two 
to three units that they still felt they were learning 
from the course. As a person just beginning, I 
realized that one unit is probably just scratching 
the surface. I heard one student, Holly, share 
that she wanted to improve her listening skills. 
I identified as we all need work to improve these 
skills.
I have truly enjoyed the various people that I have 
visited. One particular patient has been gratifying 
for me. This is a patient that I saw my first week. 
We have had multiple conversations since that 
time. This past week she had been moved to the 
palliative care unit. She was surrounded by family 
when I visited, with some of  whom I had also 
had conversations. With each visit her needs have 
changed. It is rare to have this much contact with 
one person in the hospital, but she was a wonderful 
example of  the many different stages where we 

John Legates
505 Academy St.
Cambridge, MD 21613
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Virginia Quinton
24460 Grove Road
Federalsburg, MD 21632

may find a patient in the hospital. Some are 
fighting for life. Others are looking forward to the 
hopes and dreams post illness. Yet, there are those 
that know that nothing else can be done. Whatever 
the place a person finds themselves, we are there to 
walk beside them in this journey. 
Am I still overwhelmed? Yes, but not in the same 
way that I was in the past. I am overwhelmed by 
the way people allow us to share in their lives for 
the most part. It is an incredible privilege, and one 
for which I want to be the best I can be. Through 
this experience, I believe that I am heading in the 
right direction. 
I am hopeful that through this additional 
training, I will be a better pastor for my 
congregations. While I am in the midst of  
the training, I sometimes feel like the plate 
carefully balanced on the tip of  a finger. It 
is balanced, but that could easily change. 
I ask for your thoughts and prayers as I 
complete this portion of  my training. I am 
certainly leaning on the promises of  God 
and know that He will sustain me in this 
time. This is the scripture that I look to 
at this time in life and thank God for the 
promise and reminder of  where I find my 
strength: “But those who trust in the Lord 
will find new strength. They will soar high 
on wings like eagles. They will run and not 
grow weary. They will walk and not faint” 
(Isaiah 40:31).

Pastor Karen
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The Women of  Bethesda always present the fathers 
in the congregation with a little gift on Father’s 
Day, but they never know what it is until Donna 
Lane gets up in front of  the church and says, 

“Happy Father’s Day!” This year she gave a 
presentation about “light.” She quoted from Psalm 

4, verse 6, “Let the light of  your face shine upon us”; 
Psalm 119, verse 105, “Your word is a lamp to my feet 

and a light for my path”; Genesis 1, verse 3, “And God 
said ‘let there be light’ and there was light.” Donna told 
the congregation that a father’s smile has been known 

to light up a child’s entire day, Debby Boone had a hit 
song “You light up my life.” She then said, “so from the Women of  Bethesda…” 
and, waving a little flashlight, “this little light of  mine, I’m going to let it shine!” 
“Fathers who walk with God light the way” was written on each flashlight and 
were given to all men of  the church.

faTHer’S DaY

“The American Revolution 
was a beginning, not a 

consummation.”

Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924)

• The 2013 Peach Festival will take place 
on August 10, 9 am to 2 pm. Mark your 
calendars! If  you are interested in renting 
a table, get in touch with Donna Lane.

• The Lady Caroline Players will be 
performing The Jungle Book, stage 
play by Monica Flory.  Alyson will be 
performing as Tabaqui.  It can be seen at 
North Caroline High on August 2 and 3 
at 7:30.  Suggested admissions donation 
is $5.00 per person.

NeWS BriefS

Those who live in the shelter of  
the Most High will find rest in the 

shadow of  the Almighty.

~Psalm 91:1 ~

On June 23, Rev. Handy introduced the 
congregation to Mr. Randy Bradford, 
our incoming assistant to the pastor. 
Mr. Bradford’s first Sunday at Bethesda 
will be July 7. During his introduction, 
he told the congregation, “It will be a 
pleasure to come here. I have been doing 
lay speaking work for a number of  years. 
This is a new experience for me…. I 
hope God takes us places where we’ve 
never been before.” We welcome Mr. 
Bradford, and wish him success in his 
new appointment to our circuit.

WelCome, mr. BraDSHaW!
Last month we announced that our 
mission statement had been completed. 
The group continues to work now on 
our vision statement. A vision statement 
describes how you and God see your 
church. It focuses on the personality of  
the church. We are discerning this very 
issue, and it is clear that God is placing 
us in a role to serve and be a part of  
our community. We are now working 
to find the right words concisely to 
communicate this vision both to our 
congregation and those who encounter 
us. Please keep this process in prayer as 
we continue this valuable work!

Pastor Karen

miSSioN & ViSioN
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Rev. Mark Palmer (1947-1999) was an 
associate pastor at St. Paul’s UMC in 
Wilmington, Delaware. The reprinted letter 
below is another in the running series of  
newsletter articles Palmer wrote during his battle 
with cancer. 

Letter Ten

Dear Brothers and Sisters;

On September 4 [1998], Jane and I 
received the results of  a CAT scan done 
on September 1 that showed that my 
cancer is progressing. It was a difficult 
day for us. I now have three lesions in 
my liver, two in my small intestines, and 
the tumor near my right seminal vesicle 
has grown to the point of  eventually 
causing a bowel obstruction. It was a 
CAT scan report that we had hoped 
we could avoid, or at least postpone 
for a later time, yet we were given very 
ominous news.

Right now we are still investigating 
whether there may be a realistic way to 
treat this more widespread manifestation 
of  my disease. If  there is, it most likely 
will involve a complicated process 
that involves many different steps. We 
are weighing this against the value of  
experiencing as much quality time as we 
can together. As this kind of  decision is 
about one of  the hardest that a human 
being can make, we ask for your prayers. 
We need God’s wisdom in making this 
decision. We also ask you to join us in 
praying for a gift that the psalmist talks 
about in Psalm 138, and that is that God 
will grant us “strength of  soul” for the 
journey ahead.

Mark Palmer

THe leTTerS of reV. mark W. Palmer

Chris Tomlin’s Burning Lights Tour 
is stopping in Salisbury, MD at the 
Wicomico Youth & Civic Center on 
Sunday, November 3rd. The show 
begins at 7:00pm with special guest 
Louie Giglio.

Chris Tomlin is an American 
contemporary Christian music artist. 
Tomlin believes that no matter where 
he goes in the world, we all seek 
connection to know that we are part 
of  a bigger picture and “a special story 
in the exquisite design of  creation.” 
The Burning Lights Tour was created 
around this concept, and Tomlin now 
dedicates his life and career to singing in 
an effort to bring people closer to God. 
He has had ten No. 1 radio singles, a 
GRAMMY® Award and eight additional 
nominations, 21 Dove Awards, one 
platinum album, and four gold discs.

The Burning Lights Tour’s special guest 
Louie Giglio is the pastor at Passion City 
Church in Atlanta, Georgia. In addition 

to his pastor duties, Louie Giglio is also 
a speaker and the founder of  Passion 
Movement. Passion Movement is 
known for its annual spiritual meetings 
of  young adults, specifically college 
students.

Please Contact Pastor Karen if  you are 
interested and we will purchase tickets 
in a block.  If  we have 10 or more 
people going, tickets will only be $18.50.  
($23.50 is the regular price). Reserve 
your tickets and seats by July 14th.

It is not often that we have this level of  
worship leader and speaker in our area. 
I have personally attended several of  
Chris’ worship services and heard Louie 
Giglio speak twice.  Each has been a true 
blessing in my life. Chris and Louie both 
have a heart for young adults and I hope 
that as many of  our youth and young 
adults will make every attempt to attend. 

That does not mean that others should 
not also attend. While the music may be 

a little loud for some, God will be in our 
midst. In my past experiences, I have 
always been lifted and moved by the 
Spirit. How exciting it will be to share 
this moment with each of  you!

Pastor Karen

On Saturday, April 20, Preston held its 
first town business fair. Bethesda ran 
a table, at which Bibles and cold water 
were distributed. Unfortunately, it was 
a cool, windy day, so we didn’t give out 
much water – but we had a fun time 
being out in the community!

Judy Noel and Donna Lane serve up water and a smile at 
Preston Park.

PreSToN BUSiNeSS 
fair

BUrNiNg ligHTS ToUr
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Thomas Cheezum and Donna Lane show off  the bean bag table.

The church had a booth at this year’s carnival and all the money raised went back to the Preston Lions Club and the Preston 
Vol. Fire Co., the sponsors of  the carnival. It was our way of  giving back to the community, and a form of  evangelism to let 
people know that Bethesda cares about them. We wish to thank all the volunteers that worked in the bean bag toss booth: Beth 
and Brian Carmean, Judy Noel, Peggy Dashiell, Tammy, Hunter, and Cristina Guerra, Kendall Clough,  Pastor Karen Handy 
and Chris, Collin, Chase, and Carolyn, Donna Lane, Den Baker, and Eric, Thomas, Gillian, Susannah, and Violet Cheezum.  

Peggy Dashiell and Judy Noel hand out bean bags to customers.

PreSToN CarNiVal

PrC NoTeS, CoNTD. 
Nichols has served in many capacities 
in the Peninsula-Delaware Conference, 
including twice as district superintendent.
A new path in ministry was announced 
for Boyd Etter, current superintendent 
of  the Dover District. As of  July 1, 
Etter will serve as pastor of  Community 
Church, Ocean Pines. The Rev. Vicki 
Gordy-Stith, now assigned to Skyline 
United Methodist Church, Wilmington, 
Del., will serve as Dover District 
superintendent. 
The Rev. Lester Justice and the Rev. 
Denise Founds announced anniversaries 
for all clergy celebrating five or more 
years in pastoral ministry. The Rev. 
R. Jervis Cooke, retired elder in full 
connection, who holds the distinction 
of  having served 72 years in pastoral 
ministry in 2013, received special 
recognition.
A record 23 retiring clergy were honored 
at this years’ service. In a brief  video, 
each pastor reflected upon a unique 
career in ministry and recounted how he 
or she was blessed and nurtured by the 
conference and the connectionalism of  

The United Methodist Church.
Retired Bishop Violet Fisher delivered 
the message “Called, Anointed 
and Appointed” at the Service of  
Commissioning and Ordination. She 
reminded the ordinands that these words 
indicate that God has entered into a 
special covenant with specific individuals 
and that the Holy Spirit chooses them for 
this ministry.
“God chose you,” she said. “We are the 
called-out disciples of  Christ. Out of  all 
the people on the face of  this Earth, we 
acknowledge the call.”
Five individuals were ordained as elders 
in full connection: the Rev. Mary Browne, 
the Rev. Mary Haggard, the Rev. Steve 
LaMotte, the Rev. Missy Rekitzke and the 
Rev. Kristina Schonewolf.
In addition, two ministers were 
commissioned as provisional members of  
the order of  elder: the Rev. Lori Brown, 
associate pastor, Connection Community 
Church, Middletown, Del., and the Rev. 
Ron Schatz, Stevenson United Methodist 
Church, Berlin, Md.

Offerings received:
• Congo Partnership: $8,292.05
• BOOM: $5,608.49
• VIM Disaster Relief: $10,619.51
• Young People’s Ministries Tray Day: 
$1,477.69

During the business sessions, conference 
members voted on four Constitutional 
amendments and nine resolutions. 
Among the approved resolutions where 
the Congo Partnership, Imagine No 
Malaria and recognizing Carey’s Camp as 
a conference historic site after 125 years 
of  continuous operation.
Communications included live video 
streaming and posts on the conference 
website, Facebook and Twitter. Services 
included American Sign Language 
translation, on-screen transcription of  
the spoken word and a big-screen reader.

Doug Lanter
Communications Coordinator, 
Peninsula-Delaware Annual Conference

Editor’s note: next month we will publish 
Bethesda Lay Leader Chris Farnell’s report 
from the conference.
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immaNUel lUTHeraN VBS





P.o. Box 147
PreSToN, mD 21655

Visit us online at PrestonBethesdaUMC.org!
“Like” us on Facebook at

www.facebook.com/PrestonBethesdaUMC

Seeking , Feeding , Sending , Leading


