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You Will Hear the Trumpet Sound, To Wake the Nations Underground!

229TH PeNiNSUla-DelaWare aNNUal CoNfereNCe
229th Peninsula-Delaware Annual Conference

U.M.E.S., Princess Anne, Md.

June 6-8, 2013

Every Annual Conference starts with a Laity 
Session and a Clergy Executive Session.  This 
is a time of  worship and Bible Study and to 
talk about our roles within the church.  This 
year at the Clergy Executive Session, the 
preacher who gave the message was none 
other than my brother, the Rev. Mark Farnell.  
How proud we are of  him!

Dr. David Anderson was our speaker for 
the conference.  He pastors Bridgeway 
Community Church in Columbia, Md.  He 
is host of  his own daily radio talk show 
“Afternoons with Dr. David Anderson” on 
WAVA, 105.1 FM, in Washington, D.C.  The 
church has a membership of  3,000.  There are 
42 different nations represented within the 
congregation.  Dr. Anderson spoke about the 
dynamics of  a Multicultural Church.

Resolutions were passed as always.  The 
Conference Advance Specials calendar was 
passed but amended.  The Volunteer in 
Mission (VIM) Awareness Sunday will be the 
third Sunday in October.  These Advanced 
Specials are when additional offerings 
are taken during certain Sundays.  Carey’s 
Camp, which is located in Sussex County, 
Delaware, was voted by the conference to 
be recognized as a Conference Historic 
Site.  The camp is 125 years old.  The most 
contentious resolution was Prevention of  
Gun Violence.  In short, the Resolution 

said that the Conference was to support 
legislation “…to reduce gun violence…” 
and “…by advocating for the reduction of  
guns and ammunition by the general public.”  
After much debate, the resolution passed but 
I voted against it.  

Attendance statistics for the Conference saw 
a loss of  2, 560 people.  There was a loss of  
799 people for the Easton District.  Adults 
in classes increased by 51 in the District 
but there were losses in most every other 
category.

If  there are questions concerning the 
Conference, please ask.  It was a pleasure 
serving Bethesda.

Chris Farnell
Lay Delegate to the Annual Conference

A picture of  the stage at this year’s annual conference meeting 
(Picture by Rev. Handy).



The 2013 Peach Festival will take place 
on August 10, 9 am to 2 pm. Mark your 
calendars! If  you are interested in renting 
a table, get in touch with Donna Lane.

The church picnic will be on Sunday, 
August 18, after service, at the Linchester 
Mill grounds. Further details will be 
announced closer to the event.

The Outreach Committee and The 
Women of  Bethesda are again asking 
for donations of  school supplies for 
the students of  Preston School. School 
starts on August 26, and we would like 
to distribute the supplies the week of  
August 19, so please bring them to 
church by Sunday August 18. Thank you 
for your support. The list of  the needed 
supplies is as follows:

Book bags
marble composition notebooks

pocket folders
glue sticks

loose leaf  paper
#2 pencils

pencil boxes or zippered pouches
child safety scissors

Kleenex
paper towels

sanitizing wipes
hand sanitizers

NeWS BriefS

WeeklY iNCome CirCle of CoNCerN
Betty Hinnershitz
2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7383

Gloria Trice
21850 Water St
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7339

Tharon Harrington
The Pines
610 Dutchmans Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD

Bob McConnell
520 Kerr Ave.
Denton, MD 21629

At Nursing Homes:

It takes approximately $1,450 to maintain Bethesda per 
week. Weekly income is reported relative to that figure, with 
a breakdown of  subscription versus general plate income.

Date Attendance Plate Pledge Total
June 2 29 $658 $785 $1,443
June 9 69 $626 $1,262 $1,888
June 16 41 $456 $534 $990
June 23 37 $363 $664 $1,027
June 30 63 $408 $787 $1,195

Minimum Required Income (5 weeks): $7,250
Actual Income: $6,543
Yearly Average Attendance: 50
Yearly Per Capita Income: $24.87

PaSTor’S meSSage
Can it really be? Can it really be August 
already? This summer, like much of  time, 
has flown by me and I wonder where the 
time has gone. When I stop and think 
about it, it is hard to believe that I have 
been here at Bethesda for over a year. 
Often it seems as though it was only 
yesterday that I walked through the doors. 
Other times, I feel like I have been here a 
long time due to joy of  the work. Time is 
something that we can neither speed up 
nor stop. Yet time is precious to us.

Recently, I did a funeral of  a gentleman 
that taught me a great lesson. Many times, 
I would ask how he was that day and he 
would smile from ear to ear (at times with 
tears in his eyes) and share how thankful 
he was for that day. It made me stop and 
reflect on my own view of  life. Did I see 
each day as a blessing and gift, or did I 
take it for granted and waste much of  the 
gift? If  I am to be honest, too often it is 
the latter. So starting this month, I want to 
start each day a little different. I want to 
begin the day with a word of  thanks and 
ask God what He has to reveal to me that 
day. 

Maybe, you too take the time and days of  
our lives for granted.  If  so, join me in this 
time reflection.  Maybe soon we will be 
able to say, together, the words of  Psalm 
100:

 Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship 
the Lord with gladness; come before him with 
joyful songs.
 Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made 
us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of  
his pasture.
 Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts 
with praise; give thanks to him and praise his 
name.
 For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; 
his faithfulness continues through all generations.

Pastor Karen
 

John Legates
505 Academy St.
Cambridge, MD 21613
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O Sovereign Lord! You made the 
heavens and earth by your strong 

hand and powerful arm. Nothing is 
too hard for you!  

~Jeremiah 32:17~

Virginia Quinton
24460 Grove Road
Federalsburg, MD 21632
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“I believe in pink. I believe 
that laughing is the best 
calorie burner. I believe 
in kissing, kissing a lot. 
I believe in being strong 
when everything seems to 
be going wrong. I believe 
that happy girls are the 
prettiest girls. I believe that 
tomorrow is another day 
and I believe in miracles.”
~Audrey Hepburn 
(1929-1993)

Starting July 21 and continuing through the 
remainder of  August, Mr. Bradford and I will 
be exploring some of  the miracles of  Christ 
in our sermons. Come Sunday mornings to 
hear messages on the following miracles:

Turning Water into Wine

Healing the Paralytic

Healing a Nobleman�s Son

Healing of  the Lame Man at Bethesda

Jesus Stills the Storm

Healing of  the Hemorrhaging Woman

SUmmer SermoN SerieS

The annual Women of  Bethesda luncheon took place at Suicide Bridge Restaurant on June 26. It is a tradition to 
celebrate each successful year by getting together for a good time. The ladies present were, from left: Helen Fletcher, 
Judy Noel, Isabel Brannock, Rev. Karen Handy, Jean Wright, Doris Gerlach, Shirley Bennett, Donna Lane, 
Wanda Prothero, Eris Rima, and Barbara Sanders.

WeDDiNg
Bethesda congratulates Bret and Mayra 
Garcia Coulbourne, who were married 
June 8, 2013. We wish you many happy 
years together!

BaPTiSm
On June 9, Rev. Handy baptized Gabriella 
Grace Houghton, daughter of  Jeremy and 
Shannon Houghton, and granddaughter of  
Judy and Norman Noel. Congratulations to 
the Houghton family!
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george SimmoNS’ fiNal SUNDaY WiTH BeTHeSDa
June 30 was George Simmons’ final 
Sunday with Bethesda and the circuit. 
His final sermon spoke to many of  
the themes Mr. Simmons has been 
developing during this last year, namely 
encouraging the church to recommit 
itself  to its work and mission, and calling 
for Revival. “We can play church, or we 
can be church,” he noted. He concluded 
his message by leading a prayer from 
the hymnal, “An Invitation to Christ”: 
“Come, my Light, and illumine my 
darkness. Come, my Life, and revive me 
from death. Come, my Physician, and 
heal my wounds. Come, Flame of  divine 
love, and burn up the thorns of  my sins, 
kindling my heart with the flame of  

thy love. Come, my King, sit upon the 
throne of  my heart and reign there. For 
thou alone art my King and my Lord. 
Amen.”

In order to add a little grandeur to 
George’s final day at Bethesda, a brass 
quintet joined us for the service. The 
Burnished Brass Quintet – comprised 
of  Craig Duerling (Trombone), 
John Banghart (Tuba), Lyn Banghart 
(Horn), Jennifer Geoffroy (Trumpet), 
and Michael Geoffroy (Trumpet) 
– performed several compositions, 
provided both prelude and postlude 
music, and accompanied on hymns. They 
made a fine addition to the service, and 

gave George a very regal send-off.

In recognition both of  George’s service 
to Bethesda and his appointment to his 
own charge, the Administrative Council 
gave him  a gift of  $250 toward his robe 
and other expenses. A collection was also 
taken among the congregation, yielding 
another $250. After service concluded, 
the congregation honored George with 
a farewell luncheon. These gestures are 
an index for the high esteem in which 
George has been held in the last year 
here at Bethesda, and we wish him all the 
best as he embarks on his new career in 
ministry.

Eric Cheezum (right) gives George two checks from the church, each in the 
amount of  $250.

George poses next to the sign outside the church.

George’s farewell cake.The brass quintet performs.
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Thanks to all congregation members who donated the coolers, drinks, bug spray, and man hours 
needed to make this event a success. Special thanks are due to Gethsemane UMC for lending us the 
use of  their popcorn machine, and supplies to go with it; to Barton’s Grand Rental, who supplied 
the screen and sound system; to the town of  Preston for the use of  the park; and to Rev. Joseph 
Whitehurst, who gave up his vacation time away from church in South Carolina to help set up and tear 
down before and after the movie.

aN “iNCreDiBle” moVie NigHT

 Inflatable screen and audience before the start of  the film.
Eric Cheezum serves popcorn to Donna Lane and Chase Handy.

Rev. Mark Palmer (1947-1999) was an 
associate pastor at St. Paul’s UMC in 
Wilmington, Delaware. The reprinted letter 
below is another in the running series of  
newsletter articles Palmer wrote during his battle 
with cancer. 

Letter Eleven

Dear Brothers and Sisters;

 Once again I am back in a hospital 
receiving treatment. The doctors have 
run a tube through an artery in my 
left arm and have threaded it down 
inside the artery that feeds my liver. 
Chemotherapy is then infused directly 
into the liver.

The procedure holds a lot of  promise 
for reducing the sarcoma in my liver, 
but it has been a rough ride. Three days 
in a row I had pain episodes that were 
intense, and during the third episode I 
received so much morphine that I slept 
most of  the afternoon and evening. On 

another day I woke up nauseous, had 
to be given a drug, and spent the day 
in a stupor. When days like this come, 
my prayer life gets distilled into a few 
phrases of  petition, and a lot of  trust 
in the prayers of  my friends, and the 
goodness of  God. Yet, in a significant 
way, I have experienced God in all of  
this, and want to try to communicate 
what I have experienced.

I think this relates to the strength of  
soul that I have urged you to pray for, 
for my family and me. At the level of  
the soul something wonderful is being 
granted. The only way that I know how 
to describe it is that as hard as things 
have been for me physically, I have 
known a peace of  soul and spirit that 
have made me keenly aware that there 
are parts of  my being so mysteriously 
connected to God. [This peace allows 
my soul and spirit to] remain unshaken 
by the storm of  physical pain that I have 

THe leTTerS of reV. mark W. Palmer
just been through. I am surprised by 
this discovery. It is something I can only 
receive. I can’t manufacture or control 
it. At times, when I really touch this 
mystery, I almost feel detached from my 
physical body, as if  there is a part of  me 
that dwells in a sanctuary of  stillness 
– a place where pain is still registered 
but where it is not supreme. My heart 
seems to know intuitively in whose 
presence I am dwelling and there have 
been a few moments when love of  God 
and Christ and the Holy Spirit seems 
to break forth in me with clarity and 
strength. My soul feels like it is singing. 
It is such a comforting gift that is almost 
indescribable. I share it with you so that 
we can rejoice together in this God we 
serve and worship. It makes me want to 
say, “Wow, look at what God is doing.”

Grace and Peace,

Mark
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Things for United Methodist laity to 
unlearn — from a layperson’s POV

By Susan Sadler Engle, Lay Leader of  
the Paducah District of  the Memphis 
Annual Conference

Reprinted by permission from the 
United Methodist Reporter, June 27, 
2013

To all of  my fellow laity: We have been 
highly critical of  the clergy for a number 
of  years now.  We have been very vocal 
about issues with those who serve 
our local congregations, many valid 
concerns, and some unrealistic demands.  
Though the Church has been slow to 
respond to the frustration, in recent 
years there has been a move on the part 
of  the leadership to look at education, 
pastoral care and the lack of  vision that 
has disconnected the local church from 
the community.  The lack of  discipleship 
in the local church is reaching critical 
mass, and the lack of  leadership from 
the clergy is being discussed on every 
level.

That’s all great news, and important for a 
move to health and vitality.  It is just half  
of  the picture.  It is time we do our own 
inventory and look at the things we need 
to unlearn.  This is my short list:

1.  While our church leaders, Pastor, 
church staff, are responsible to give 
vision, direction and guidance, they are 
not charged with keeping us happy.  We 
are equally called to service in the Body 
of  Christ, not only to be served.  We are 
partner in ministry, not consumers.  The 
staff  cannot fulfill their responsibilities 
in outreach to the community if  they 
are forever holding our hands, listening 
to our laundry lists of  complaints about 
temperature, sermon topic and new 
hymns we have never sung before.  It’s 
time we grow up, take responsibility for 
our own part of  the Kingdom and go 
to work alongside our church leaders, as 
we are gifted and called to do.  We were 
ordained in our baptism after all, not to 

every role, but to a role.

2.  The church building does not belong 
to us; it is an asset for ministry.  Our 
functions are important, and fellowship 
as believers is essential, but they are 
not the sole purpose of  the building.  
Inviting the community to see the 
building as a great meeting place will 
connect us with people who would never 
cross the threshold for a Bible study or 
a worship service.  Groups who find a 
home in one of  our classrooms may find 
a home in our church family, particularly 
if  we happen to be in the building when 
they come and extend hospitality.  We 
cannot lock the doors during the week in 
order to keep the building in outstanding 
condition and the expenses down and 
think this is a good decision for the life 
of  our church.   It will work for as long 
as we are here to pay the bills, then one 
day one of  us will be the last one to turn 
out the light.

3.  Worship on Sunday is not 
entertainment, and we are not the 
audience.   Worship is a time for us to 
gather, hear God’s word, get filled up, 
and go in the power of  the Spirit to 
change the world.   If  you go home 
and nothing changes, in you or in your 
world, it’s time to stop and consider 
where you are disconnecting.    Where 
there is life, there is growth.  If  all of  
your God stories are from years ago, 
it might be time to take your spiritual 
pulse.

4.  There are a lot more of  us (laity) 
than there are of  them (clergy).  Why 
did we ever decide sharing the Gospel 
was only for the ‘professionals’?   Who 
has the greatest opportunity to share the 
love of  God with the community?  We 
do!  What is the best way to share your 
faith with others?  Live it, all the time, 
in all of  the places you go.  Be the love 
of  God the world is hungry for, offer 
grace and mercy, be the disciple you 
would like others to become. In football 
terminology, most plays work better if  

the team huddles up, hears the call and 
plays their position.  We like to huddle 
up, hear the call and go sit in the stand 
to see how it goes.  Let’s get on the field, 
people.

Real change, deep change, begins one 
person at a time.  We have to do the 
hard work of  moving from consumer 
to partner, give up rights and pick up 
our responsibilities, desire that others 
develop deep relationships with Jesus 
Christ enough to surrender being the 
center of  the church.  Growing up 
in grace means we are so secure in 
our identities as children of  God and 
people of  immeasurable worth that we 
can afford to sacrifice for the sake of  
others.  What will we get if  we choose 
to be faithful?   I believe we will begin 
to see the God’s Kingdom come, and 
God’s will done.  That’s a legacy for our 
children and grandchildren that will be 
worth the discomfort change brings.  It’s 
time brothers and sisters; let’s be the 
change we are ready to see.

Susan Sadler Engle is the Lay Leader of  the Paducah 
District of  the Memphis Annual Conference.

THiNgS for Um laiTY To UNlearN - from a laYerPSoN’S PoV
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KICKING GOD OUT OF SCHOOL: 
SCHOOL PRAYER AND THE 
REMAKING OF AMERICAN 
POLITICS

By Aaron Haberman

Part IV: The Housewife who took on 
the House: Louise Ruhlin and the return 
of  school prayer in the early 1970s  

School prayer seemed dead in the 
water following the failures of  the 
mid-1960s to secure a constitutional 
amendment.  Then in the early 
1970s, the issue resurfaced because 
of  the efforts of  Mrs. Louise Ruhlin, 
a housewife from Cuyahoga Falls, 
Ohio who took an interest in the 
matter following a conversation with 
her school-aged son about the lack 
of  religious values in school.  In the 
spring of  1970, Ruhlin, using her own 
financial resources, began purchasing 
advertisements in newspapers across 
the country, urging people to push their 
Congressmen to support a proposed 
school prayer amendment sponsored 
by Ohio Republican Representative 
Chalmers Wylie.  Before long, Ruhlin 
had gained a national following and 
almost overnight created a nationwide 
grassroots organization.  Many of  her 
supporters came from conservative 
Christian churches, and like Ruhlin were 
everyday housewives who had not been 
politically active in the past, but had a 
strong passion for school prayer.

Despite the growing support, Ruhlin 
faced a significant challenge.  Though 
Wylie had introduced the school prayer 
amendment in Congress, the longtime 
school prayer opponent Emanuel 
Celler still ruled the House Judiciary 
Committee, and prevented any vote 
on the bill from taking place, thus 
stalling the measure before it even 
reached the floor of  Congress.  House 
rules, however, did offer school prayer 
advocates a work-around for Celler’s 
intransigence.  If  Wylie could secure the 
signatures of  at least half  of  the House 

members for a discharge petition on his 
bill, then the school prayer amendment 
could go directly to the full House for 
debate and vote. 

Ruhlin and her growing army of  
supporters went to work.  Through much 
of  early 1971 Ruhlin’s organization, the 
Prayer Campaign Committee (PCC), got 
many ordinary Americans to write in to 
Congressmen urging them to sign the 
discharge petition.  Meanwhile, Ruhlin 
and some of  her closest associates met 
with wavering Congressmen.  Ruhlin took 
an aggressive stance in these meetings 
and in public statements about the need 
for the prayer amendment.  For some 
congressmen on the fence, she threatened 
to erect billboards in their home districts 
announcing that the congressmen did not 
support school prayer.  By the fall of  1971 
Ruhlin’s hardball tactics had paid off, as 
Wylie secured the necessary 218 signatures 
for discharge. 

Ruhlin had pulled off  an incredible feat, 
but she was still far from success.  The 
amendment now required votes by two-
thirds majority of  the House for it to 
continue along in the amendment process.  
This was a tall order.  Moreover, Celler 
refused to go away.  Though Ruhlin and 
Wylie had out maneuvered his committee, 
Celler remained determined to defeat 
the amendment.  Not long before the 
House formally debated and voted on 
the amendment, Celler held a press 
conference that included a number of  
religious leaders denouncing the proposed 
amendment, and making the argument 
that the best way to preserve religious 
freedom was to keep church and state 
as separated as possible.  Celler’s tactics 
seemed to work, for when the House did 
vote on the measure in early November 
1971, the amendment fell twenty-eight 
votes short of  passage.

Dismayed at the result, Ruhlin took 
out her frustration on some of  the 
congressmen who had voted against the 
bill.  As promised she erected a number 

of  billboards in time for the 1972 
congressional elections, pointing out 
the failure of  particular congressmen 
to support voluntary school prayer.  In 
all, she paid for about seventy such 
billboards, and later claimed that she 
helped defeat about ten congressmen in 
the 1972 election.

 Ruhlin’s successes point to the growing 
influence that conservative Christians, 
and in particular, women, could have in 
grassroots political lobbying.  In time, 
conservative Christian women would be 
drawn further into politics, becoming 
a vital part of  what became known as 
the Christian Right, and contributing to 
the election of  Ronald Reagan in 1980.  
The failures of  Ruhlin’s school prayer 
crusade, however, reveal that despite 
the growing interest in religious matters 
at the national level, conservative 
Christians did not necessarily have the 
power to shape policy outcomes.  This 
would become quite evident in the 1980s 
when the school prayer issue came front 
and center once again.

Next time: From a Moral Majority to 
A Righteous Minority: The Failure to 
Secure a School Prayer Amendment in 
the 1980s.  

kiCkiNg goD oUT of SCHool: SCHool PraYer aND THe remakiNg 

Aaron Haberman is an 
Assistant Professor of  
History at the University 
of  Northern Colorado. 
He earned his B.A. in 
history from Washington 
and Lee University and 
his M.A. and Ph.D. in 

history from the University of  South Carolina. 
He is currently completing a book manuscript 
for the University of  Virginia Press on the 
history of  the school prayer debate, entitled The 
Politics of  Prayer: Religion, Race, and 
the Odyssey of  the Christian Right in 
Modern America. This is the second of  six 
installments; the remainder will appear in the 
even months of  2013.
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