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JOIN US FOR HOMECOMING ON OCTOBER 20TH!

• Trinity UMC is inviting all those interested in joining them in preparing and performing their 
Christmas program. Practice will be held each Thursday, beginning Aug. 29, at 7:30 PM. We 
hope to share this program at several churches this upcoming holiday season.
 
• Bethesda’s Charge Conference will be held Oct. 7 at 7 PM. All are welcome to attend. 
Members may vote.
 
• The Women of  Bethesda as usual will sponsor the luncheon after Homecoming. Please plan 
to attend and bring a covered dish. The meat will be provided. 

• October 31st, Bethesda will sponsor a Fall Harvest Party from 6-8PM: More details will 
be forthcoming, but we are planning for hot dogs, chips, drinks, a bouncy house, music, and 
trunk or treating! Keep watching the website for more information. 

NEWS BRIEFS

Bethesda’s annual 
Homecoming service will 
take place Sunday, October 
20 at 10:15 a.m. This year’s 
speaker is a familiar face 
from our church’s past: 
Rev. Dr. Ken Bedell. Bedell 
served as Bethesda’ pastor 
from 1979 to 1984, and his 
tenure is fondly remembered 

by many in the congregation, especially those 
who were kids at the time. Bedell’s impressive 
credentials include master’s degrees in Divinity 
(1973), Religious Education (1973), and 
Practical Theology (1979), as well as a Ph.D. in 
Sociology (1990). He has authored numerous 
scholarly books and articles, and currently 
works in the Department of  Education’s Faith-
based and Neighborhood Partnerships division. 
Bedell last visited Bethesda in 2010, when he 
took part in the church’s 225th anniversary 
service, and it is an honor to welcome him back 
once again to address the congregation.

Special music this year will be provided by 
Mr. Isaiah Embert. Embert is in the tenth 
grade at Chesapeake Christian School in 
Easton, where he sings and plays the piano 
for programs. This past summer, Embert 
was a student at The Stamps-Baxter School 
of  Music, where he learned singing and 
playing techniques in the gospel tradition 
and was able to play in front of  famed 
gospel singer Ben Speer.

As in the past, during the service Bethesda’s 
volunteer of  the year will be announced, 
and we will remember friends and members 
of  the congregation who have passed 
away in the last year. Following the service, 
the Women of  Bethesda will sponsor a 
luncheon to which all are invited.

This year’s homecoming theme is “Restore, 
Return, Renew.” We hope you will join us 
for this special service, and indeed join 
Bethesda in furthering its work in the 
community.



WEEKLY INCOME CIRCLE 
Betty Hinnershitz
2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7383

Gloria Trice
21850 Water St
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7339

Tharon Harrington
The Pines
610 Dutchmans Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD

Bob McConnell
520 Kerr Ave.
Denton, MD 21629

At Nursing Homes:

It takes approximately $1,450 to maintain Bethesda per 
week. Weekly income is reported relative to that figure, with 
a breakdown of  subscription versus general plate income.

Date Attendance Plate Pledge Total
Sept. 1 30 $480 $617 $1,097
Sept. 8 43 $687 $1,056 $1,743
Sept. 15 40 $406 $867 $1,273
Sept. 22 53 $479 $887 $1,366
Sept. 29 41 342.44 922 1,264.44

Minimum Required Income (4 weeks): $7,250
Actual Income: $6,743.44
Yearly Average Attendance: 47
Yearly Per Capita Income: $26.89

PASTOR’S MESSAGE
This month we were asked to present 
information about TGIT (Thank God 
It’s Thursday) with other churches and 
Bishop Johnson at an Easton District 
Meeting.  While this was a huge privilege, 
I am reminded that the bigger privilege 
is working with these children.  Do you 
remember this story in the Gospel of  Mark 
when Jesus was surrounded by children?
People were bringing little children to Jesus for 
him to place his hands on them, but the disciples 
rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was 
indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children 
come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of  God belongs to such as these. Truly I 
tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom 
of  God like a little child will never enter it.”  And 
he took the children in his arms, placed his hands 
on them and blessed them.  ~Mark 10:13-16~
Each week we are able to meet the 
children, feeding them physically as well 
as spiritually.  This work is not necessarily 
about increasing our Sunday morning 
worship, although we invite the children 
and families.  Rather it is more about 
introducing these children to Jesus.  You 
could say that we are thinking of  the 
Kingdom of  God first.  We are taking 
these children by the hand and bringing 
them to Jesus.  When you think of  it in this 
manner, this is great and important work.
We want to thank those who are part of  

this ministry as well as the many of  you 
who support what we are doing.  Later this 
month, we will be putting together a Fall 
Harvest Celebration which will include 
a trunk or treat (trick or treating from 
car to car in our parking lot) for the kids 
and refreshment for the adults who are 
traveling with them on Halloween night.  I 
hope that many of  the church members 
and friends will join us that night.  It will 
be a wonderful opportunity for fellowship 
and evangelism. 
I am also reminded that we will have our 
Free Soup Day this month.  This is a way 
to reach our community and those in 
need.  Please spread the word and consider 
volunteering for a few hours.  Again, this 
is a great privilege to reach out to those in 
need and be the hands and feet of  Christ!
We cannot forget our Homecoming this 
month on Oct. 20th.  Last year was such a 
joy to see both the present congregation, 
guests, and past associates join us.  Please 
keep this worship service in prayer. 
Finally, I want to invite you all to be a part 
of  our charge conference on Oct. 7th.  It 
is a night when we are able to celebrate the 
ministry of  the church and hear that which 
we have accomplished in the past year.  It 
warms your heart and encourages us to 
continue to do the work of  the Lord. 
Whether it is joining us for a TGIT event 

John Legates
505 Academy St.
Cambridge, MD 21613
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You see, at just the right time, when 

we were still powerless, Christ died 

for the ungodly. Very rarely will 

anyone die for a righteous person, 

though for a good person someone 

might possibly dare to die. But God 

demonstrates his own love for us 

in this: While we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us.  

~Romans 5:6-8~

Virginia Quinton
24460 Grove Road
Federalsburg, MD 21632

or evening, Soup Day, Homecoming, or 
Charge Conference, I look forward to this 
month here at Bethesda.  I will see you 
there!!!

Pastor Karen
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No person was ever 
honored for what he 
received. Honor has been 
the reward for what he 
gave.

– Calvin Coolidge 
(1872-1933)

CRHS HOMECOMING PARADE

FREE SOUP DAY
Saturday October 26, from 11-6, 
the congregation will serve free 
soup (a couple different kinds), hot 
dogs, drink, and dessert. This event 
is sponsored by the Evangelism 
and Outreach Committees, in order 
to give back to the community. 
In keeping with our Mission 
Statement, “Seeking, Feeding, 
Sending, Leading” this will help us 
to help others. We will need lots of  
volunteers to make this a success. 
Wanda Prothero will be asking 
people to sign up for different time 
slots so you won’t have to devote an 
entire day. The Women of  Bethesda 
are used to soup days, but never have 
we had a free one. The congregation 
is not going to be asked for any 
donations, just a little bit of  your 
time. If  you want to help, but won’t 
be in church to sign up, call Donna 
Lane 410-673-2161.

Last month the newsletter reprinted a 
Cecil Whig column by Don Herring that 
had mentioned Bethesda’s church sign. We 
sent Mr. Herring a copy of  the newsletter 
to thank him for his permission to run 
the article, and in it he read the Pastor’s 
message about the church’s lack of  a fax 
machine. In the best Christian spirit, Mr. 
Herring (who is descended from a long line 
of  Methodists, he tells us) got in touch, 

JUST THE FAX…
saying he wished to donate a fax machine 
to the church! I was the one that met him 
to receive it, and I didn’t know he was 
the one that wrote about the sign until he 
called me “a wit in the congregation.” All 
of  this happened because of  one funny 
church sign. Thank you Mr. Herring! The 
fax machine will certainly be used.

Donna Lane

Once again Bethesda sponsored an entry in the CRHS Homecoming parade, giving out candy and New Testaments 
along the route. From left: Eric Cheezum, Rev. Karen Handy, Carolyn Handy, Gillian Cheezum, Kasey Wright, Judy 
Noel, Violet Cheezum, and Colin Handy.

Girl Scout Troop 1070 of  Preston also participating in the parade. The troop meets every other Monday at Bethesda. 
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DEAR PARENTS WITH YOUNG CHILDREN IN CHURCH
by Jamie Bruesehoff

Originally posted on Bruesehoff ’s blog, “I am 
totally *that* mom,” which can be found at 
www.iamtotallythatmom.blogspot.com

Reprinted by kind permission of  the 
author.

Dear Parents With Young Children in 
Church,

You are doing something really, really 
important. I know it’s not easy. I see 
you with your arms overflowing, and I 
know you came to church already tired. 
Parenting is tiring. Really tiring.

I watch you bounce and sway trying to 
keep the baby quiet, juggling the infant 
car seat and the diaper bag as you find a 
seat. I see you wince as your child cries. I 
see you anxiously pull things out of  your 
bag of  tricks to try to quiet them.

And I see you with your toddler and 
your preschooler. I watch you cringe 
when your little girl asks an innocent 
question in a voice that might not be an 
inside voice let alone a church whisper. 
I hear the exasperation in your voice as 
you beg your child to just sit, to be quiet 
as you feel everyone’s eyes on you. Not 
everyone is looking, but I know it feels 
that way.

I know you’re wondering, is this worth 
it? Why do I bother? I know you often 
leave church more exhausted than 
fulfilled. But what you are doing is so 
important.

When you are here, the church is filled 
with a joyful noise. When you are here, 
the Body of  Christ is more fully present. 
When you are here, we are reminded that 
this worship thing we do isn’t about bible 
study or personal, quiet contemplation 
but coming together to worship as a 
community where all are welcome, where 
we share in the Word and Sacrament 
together. When you are here, I have hope 
that these pews won’t be empty in 10 
years when your kids are old enough to 
sit quietly and behave in worship. I know 
that they are learning how and why we 
worship now, before it’s too late. They 
are learning that worship is important.

I see them learning. In the midst of  
the cries, whines, and giggles, in the 
midst of  the crinkling of  pretzel bags 
and the growing pile of  crumbs, I see 
a little girl who insists on going two 
pews up to share peace with someone 
she’s never met. I hear a little boy 
slurping (quite loudly) every last drop 
of  his communion wine out of  the cup, 
determined not to miss a drop of  Jesus. 
I watch a child excitedly color a cross 
and point to the one in the front of  the 
sanctuary. I hear the echos of  “Amens” 
just a few seconds after the rest of  the 
community says it together. I watch a 
boy just learning to read try to sound 
out the words in the worship book or 
count his way to Hymn 672. Even on 
weeks when I can’t see my own children 
learning because, well, it’s one of  those 

mornings, I can see your children 
learning.

I know how hard it is to do what 
you’re doing, but I want you to know it 
matters. It matters to me. It matters to 
my children to not be alone in the pew. 
It matters to the congregation to know 
that families care about faith, to see 
young people... and even on those weeks 
when you can’t see the little moments, it 
matters to your children.

It matters that they learn that worship is 
what we do as a community of  faith, that 
everyone is welcome, that their worship 
matters. When we teach children that 
their worship matters, we teach them that 
they are enough right here and right now 
as members of  the church community. 
They don’t need to wait until they can 
believe, pray or worship a certain way 
to be welcome here, and I know adults 
who are still looking to be shown that. It 
matters that children learn that they are 
an integral part of  this church, that their 
prayers, their songs, and even their badly 
(or perfectly-timed, depending on who 
you ask) cries and whines are a joyful 
noise because it means they are present.

I know it’s hard, but thank you for what 
you do when you bring your children 
to church. Please know that your 
family -- with all of  its noise, struggle, 
commotion, and joy -- are not simply 
tolerated, you are a vital part of  the 
community gathered in worship.

Another in a series of  misadventures from our 
friend from Ohio...

Fall in eastern Ohio, like many parts of  
the country, is festival season. Almost 
every small town hosts a fall festival 
and people come from miles around 
to eat apple dumplings and visit with 
neighbors. This story involves a festival, 
my middle brother (there are three of  us, 
and he was probably 3 or 4 at the time), 
and my Dad. 

My brother loved to be pushed in 
a stroller.  One afternoon, my Dad 
was pushing him through a very busy 
crowd at a fall festival. For some 
unknown reason, my brother sat up 
in his stroller, reached out his hand, 
and pinched the posterior of  a woman 
walking just in front of  him. While 
clearly providing ample proof  for the 
existence of  original sin, this action 
left my Dad in quite a pickle. The 
woman turned around – and instead 

of  confronting the innocent child in the 
stroller – she gave my Dad the meanest 
of  looks. I mean, seriously, what kind 
of  pervert pinches posteriors in front 
of  their children? It didn’t help matters, 
when Dad – shocked at the situation 
– deferred the blame to the sweet babe 
– now curled up and feigning sleep – in 
the stroller. We didn’t go to many fall 
festivals after that.

N. Lee Joe King

THE LAST LAUGH
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BETHESDA HISTORY NOTES
Minutes of Stewards meeting, March the 6th 1876, Rev. Wm J. O’Neill in the chair, S.H. Melson Sec’y. Present[:] Bros1 Patten [sic], 
Taylor, Conway, Harris, Watkins, Melson.

On motion it was decided that the preacher in charge should be paid in full for the first quarter.

The following amts were reported[:]

Federalsburg 76. 10   
Friendship 22. 55 
Preston 25. 00 paid O’Neill 154. 85
Harmony 30. 75  Conway  15. 00
St. Paul’s 7. 00
Bethlehem 8. 45  
 $169. 85   $169. 85 
On motion the meeting adjourned to meet on Monday, March 13th.

March 13th 1876 stewards met as per adjournment, Rev. Wm J. O’Neill in the chair; present, Bros Patten [sic], Harris, Watkins, Melson.

The following collections were reported[:]

 $ cts
Bethlehem 11. 30 paid  O’Neill 61. 30 
Harmony 14. 25  Conway 15. 47 
Federalsburg 6. 22   $76. 77
Preston 45. 00   
 $76. 77

  Adjourned.

    S.H. Melson, sec.

Notes:

1 - This probably refers to R.H. Conway, who was a local pastor; presumably he was working as an assistant pastor for the 

Jacob M. Garvey of  Greensboro, 
formerly of  Preston, died on September 
30, 2013 at University of  Maryland 
Shore Medical Center at Easton. He was 
84. 

Born July 10, 1929 in Cambridge, MD, 
he was the son of  the late Jacob A. 

and Mable Thomas Garvey. He was a 
1946 graduate of  Preston High School. 
During the Korean Conflict, from 1951 
to 1953, he served in the U.S. Army. In 
1958, 1960, and 1962-1965, he attended 
the University of  Maryland Fire School 
to learn updated fire training. During 
that same time Mr. Garvey worked for 
E.I. Dupont, where he remained for 35 
½ years, retiring April 30, 1985. 

His wife, the former Chloe Naugle, 
whom he married in 1953, died in 1985. 

A member of  the Preston United 
Methodist Church, he was also a 
member of  the Preston Volunteer Fire 
Company for 60 years, a life member of  
VFW Post 5118, American Legion Post 
29 and American Veterans Post 16. 

Mr. Garvey is survived by six children, 

Terry L. Rowe, Gary S. Garvey, 
Cammy E. Helmer, Todd A. Garvey, 
Jack E. Garvey and Jill C. Garvey; his 
significant other, Donna M. Lewis, and 
her children, Jimmie Lewis, Donnie 
Lewis, Chester Lewis and Donna 
Manno; 18 grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren. 

In addition to his wife, he was 
predeceased by two sisters, Eunice Cable 
and Audrey Cappalo. 

A memorial service will be held at St. 
Mark’s United Methodist Church on 
Tuesday, October 8, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. 

In lieu of  flowers, memorial donations 
may be made to SCUBA (Little League 
Association), P. O. Box 728, Preston, 
MD 21655.

IN MEMORIAM: JACOB GARVEY



Rev. Mark Palmer (1947-1999) was an 
associate pastor at St. Paul’s UMC in 
Wilmington, Delaware. The reprinted letter 
below is another in the running series of  
newsletter articles Palmer wrote during his battle 
with cancer. 

Letter Thirteen

Dear Brothers and Sisters;

 The apostle Paul writes in his letter to 
the Romans that he longs to see them 
“so that we may be mutually encouraged 
by each other’s faith.” (Romans 1:12). In 
1 Thessalonians 3:7, he describes what 
he received from the congregation with 
these words, “during all our distress and 
persecution we have been encouraged 
about you through your faith.” Here Paul 
clearly names the congregation and the 
kind of  life they are living as that which 
ministers to him during a time when he 
was suffering. Yet in 2 Corinthians 1:3-7, 
Paul talks about his own suffering as a 
vehicle through which the congregation 
receives the consolation of  God. Paul 
seems to be describing the spiritual 

dynamic of  Christian community in 
which the suffering of  any one member 
is drawn into the life of  the community 
and lovingly carried by everyone so that 
through the mysterious working of  God 
everyone experiences consolation.

I am experiencing this dynamic more 
and more in my journey with cancer. 
When I made the decision to write 
these letters to you, to share with you 
my experience with cancer, I think that 
decision set this spiritual dynamic in 
motion. As hard as things have been, 
and with the likelihood that things are 
about to get harder, I feel that I am 
facing things with a community of  love 
surrounding my family and me. The 
atmosphere in which I deal with things 
is different because of  all your prayers. 
This is the gift that Christian community 
brings to the journey of  suffering. It 
creates an atmosphere through which 
even very hard realities, such as the 
progression of  my disease, can be dealt 
with in a more loving way. There are 
moments when love eclipses everything 

THE LETTERS OF REV. MARK W. PALMER
else, when God seems as near as my 
breath, and when trust rises within my 
heart strong and true. I think these 
moments are part of  the tremendous 
field of  prayer that surrounds my family 
and me.

Yet in listening to some of  you, my 
sense is that there are ways in which this 
prayerful atmosphere has also opened 
some of  you to new experiences of  
grace. There is something bigger than 
all of  us that is at work drawing us into 
a mystery that we mutually touch. We 
are being bound together at a deep 
level, and in the mysterious depths of  
our togetherness lies God. Because of  
this togetherness I sense that God is 
preparing all of  us to receive consoling 
gifts. At least Paul tells us that this is 
what we should expect. My only way 
of  formulating what I sense is to put it 
this way: suffering plus community plus 
prayer equals surprising gifts.

Grace and Peace,

Mark
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As many may be aware, Eldorado 
Church is due to be demolished in the 
near future. In preparation for that sad 
event, the community will be gathering 
Sunday, October 6 at 2:00 p.m. for 
a memorial service. The service will 
take place at the church grounds, with 
a covered dish dinner to follow at the 
Eldorado-Brookview Firehouse. All are 
welcome to attend.

ELDORADO UMC MEMORIAL SERVICE
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By Dr. Aaron Haberman

Part V: From a Moral Majority to A Righteous
Minority – The Failure to Secure a School Prayer
Amendment in the 1980s.

The emergence in the late 1970s of the
Christian Right (the collective name
commentators gave to the host of political
organizations that mobilized conservative
Christians for electoral and policy support)
thrust school prayer back into the limelight
after a brief decline in its public visibility.
When the Christian Right helped sweep
Ronald Reagan to the presidency in 1980,
Christian Right leaders like the Reverend
Jerry Falwell confidently predicted that
there would be a resurgence of
conservative social values and policy.

In the Spring of 1982 Reagan submitted to
Congress a proposed constitutional
amendment to restore organized prayer to
public schools. Conservative Christians

immediately
mob i l i z e d
and began
filling the
n a t i o n ’ s
airwaves and
newspapers
w i t h
arguments in
favor of the
amendment,
drawing on
many of the
o l d e r
r e l i g i o u s -

moral arguments that conservative
Christians had been making for school
prayer since the 1960s. The issue even
inflamed public opinion on the Eastern
Shore. W.F. Ewing and Rev. Phil Patchett
both wrote letters to the Star-Democrat
defending school prayer in overtly religious
terms. For Ewing, America needed to
reinstate school prayer to connect with the
“Judeo-Christian forefathers. . . . Their
historical revelations of the rise and fall of
God’s faithful and faithless kingdoms are a
mighty need for all the world, not only we
Americans.” By doing so “we will become
one Nation indivisible under God’s
protection.” Patchett argued that education

needed religious values to have any
meaning. “Man can travel to the moon and
beyond, build machines and make far
advances in the field of technology,” he
wrote, “but if a persondoesn’t acknowledge
the truths recorded in God’s word, it
doesn’t amount to a hill of beans.”

In the Summer of 1982, the Senate held
hearings on Reagan’s proposed
amendment, inviting many Christian Right
leaders to testify. On the whole their
testimony emphasized their belief that
American morality had gone off the rails
beginning in the early 1960s – citing, for
example, increases in the crime rate – and
blaming that moral decline explicitly on the
Supreme Court’s prohibition of school
prayer. Representatives from the Christian
Right also pointed to public opinion polls
revealing that upwards of eighty percent of
Americans favored a school prayer
amendment. At the same time, however,
numerous religious leaders from more
moderate denominations appeared at the
hearings contending that the school prayer
amendment threatened religious liberty by
empowering the state to regulate religious
practice in the public. Although the
Christian Right's arguments were met with
enthusiasm by many conservative
Republicans in the Senate, moderate
Republicans and most Democrats leaned
towards the opposing testimony, and as a
result Reagan’s proposed amendment
initially stalled out in committee.

The next summer, the Senate took up the
amendment again and held a new round of
hearings. Remarkably, many of the
Christian Right leaders who returned to
testify eschewed their previous arguments.
This time appeals to religious tradition or
thedecline ofAmericanmorality, or even to
the notion that most Americans were
Christians, and thus bymajority rule school
prayer ought to be legal – these arguments
took a back seat to a new approach. Instead,
conservatives asserted that Christians were
a persecuted minority group whose equal
rights were being denied by banning
organized school prayer.

This radical shift in rhetorical strategy only
moderately helped their cause.Amendment

KICKING GOD OUT OF SCHOOL: SCHOOL PRAYER & AMERICAN POLITICS
supporters successfully maneuvered to
have Reagan’s proposal debated and voted
on by the full Senate in March 1984. In
February, Reagan delivered a radio address
advocating the amendment and asking the
public to support it. Briefly reviewing the
history of school prayer in America, he
employed language similar to the new
constitutional arguments of conservatives.
"Sometimes I can't help but feel the first
amendment is being turned on its head,"
Reagan remarked. "Because ask yourselves:
Can it really be true that the first
amendment can permit Nazis and KuKlux
Klansmen to march on public property,
advocate the extermination of people of the
Jewish faith and the subjugation of blacks,
while the same amendment forbids our
children from saying a prayer in school?"
Reagan went on personally to lobby many
moderate Republicans andDemocrats who
were on the fence to support the
amendment. In the end, however, while a
majority of senators (fifty-six) voted for the
amendment, it still failed to secure the
necessary two-thirds majority to pass.

Although the legal requirements for an
amendment certainly added a significant
barrier to its passage, the real reason it failed
was because there was not a groundswell of
grassroots support for the measure. While
polls did indicate that eighty percent of
Americans favored the amendment, those
same polls never captured how much
passion most Americans felt about the
issue, which ultimately was quite low. In the
long view of history, the defeat of the
amendment was less significant for the
ChristianRight than their shifting rhetorical
strategy in search of its passage. That
decision starkly illustrated conservative
Christians' growing realization that the
United States had become a largely secular
nation, and that Reagan’s election had not
represented a reversal of that trend. Going
forward, the Christian Right would
continue to push for a school prayer
amendment, but theywould do so inmostly
secular, and not religious terms.

Next time: Religious Protection is the New School
Prayer – The Final Defeat of the School Prayer
Amendment in the 1990s

President Ronald Reagan



P.O. BOX 147
PRESTON, MD 21655

Visit us online at PrestonBethesdaUMC.org!
“Like” us on Facebook at

www.facebook.com/PrestonBethesdaUMC


