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The Women of Bethesda's annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper will take place on
Tuesday, March 4, from 5 to 7 p.m. The menu consists of the usual pancakes, scrambled
eggs, sausage, scrapple, stewed apples, coffee, orange juice, milk, and water. There is no
charge for entry, but we are asking for donations, the proceeds fromwhichwill go to benefit
church projects. The supper is an important opportunity for our church to reach out and
share fellowship with the community, and we hope everyone can join us.

I want to give a big thank you to all the congregation for your help with the supper, either
by making donations or by participating on the day. Your support is greatly appreciated.
When we all work together we can make things happen, especially when God is in the mix.

Isabel Brannock

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER IS MARCH 4

TGIT IS IN SESSION! – SEE PAGE 3

Winners of the TGIT Olympics, January 30, front row from left: Emma Carmean, Anna Carmean,
Samantha Jessee, KarliMcMahan,Violet Cheezum,VictoriaMiller, SueCheezum,KaiMcMahan,Levi
Divjak, Carolyn Handy. Back row: Hannah Stanton, Kasey Wright, Collin Handy, Clara Divjak, Jill
Cheezum, Tom Cheezum

EXCERPTS FROM "THE LENTEN SPRING"
The lenten spring shines forth,
the flower of repentance!

Let us cleanse ourselves from all evil,
crying out to the Giver of Light:
"Glory to You, O Lover of man!"

You manifested humility, O Christ,
as the way of genuine nobility

by emptying Yourself and taking the form
of a slave.

You did not hear the self-praising prayers

of the Pharisee,
but you received the broken sighs of
the publican as a blameless sacrifice.

Therefore I cry out to you:
"Have mercy on me, O God, have

mercy on me,
and save me, O Savior."

By Fr. Thomas Hopko (b. 1939), an
Orthodox priest and theologian (Crestwood,
NY: St. Vladimir's Press, 1983), 9, 90.
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You have heard the law that says, "Love
your neighbor and hate your enemy." But
I say, love your enemies! Pray for those
whopersecute you! In thatway, youwill be
acting as true children of your Father in
heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both
the evil and the good, and he sends rain on
the just and the unjust alike.

Matthew 5:43-45 (New Living Trans.)

Beginning March 5, the whole of the
Western Church will again enter into the
season of Lent, in preparation for Easter
and the Resurrection. Some of you may be
more familiar with this season in the church
than others. Let me share with you some of
my writings regarding the subject from last
February’s newsletter:

Many may not know why we enter this time of
Lent so let me share some thoughts. Lent is not
mentioned in the scriptures, but has been practiced
since the early church (around the second century
A.D.) You can also find a helpful resource at the
Upper Room website (http://
www.upperroom.org/lent101). Lent is a forty day
period of time. (Sundays are not counted as they are
considered to be like a little Easter.) This is a time
for reflection and turning to God. AshWednesday
is significant as we recognize and repent of our sins.
Some will attend services and have ashes on their
forehead. This stems from the Jewish andChristian
tradition which symbolizes repentance.

To prepare ourselves and deepen our relationship
with God, some will fast (going without food – but
this can also include electronics, certain food groups,
etc). Others will add something such as a prayer
time, Bible study, service and mission. If you don’t
already do a daily devotion, this would be a great
place to start whether using a printed publication
such as The Upper Room which is available at
the church or one online (http://
devotional.upperroom.org/). There are also classic
devotion materials that some enjoy this time of the
year. If you need help finding one for you feel free to
talk to me and I will assist you. The purpose is to
help us re-focus onGod. Like somany things in life,
the more that we pursue this greater results we will
receive.

As we approach this Lenten season, I
look forward to exploring more deeply the
sacrifice the Jesus Christ made for each of
us. Whether you join us Sunday mornings,
attend our Lenten study entitled “24 Hours
That Changed the World,” or find yourself
drawn to fasting, I hope that each person
will be drawn deeper into love with our
LORD.

Karen Handy

PASTOR'S MESSAGE
Out of Town
John Legates
505 Academy St.

Cambridge, MD 21613

William Evey
28 Adamsville Road
Colrain, MA 01340

WEEKLY INCOME
Date Attendance Plate Pledge Total
2/2 53 $564.85 $914.00 $1,478.85
2/9 63 $484.68 $1,030.00 $1,514.68
2/16 56 $551.00 $1,064.00 $1,615.00
2/23 70 $558.04 $705.00 $1,263.04

Required Income (4 weeks @ $1450 per week): $5,800 Actual Income: $5,871.57
Yearly Average Attendance: 55 Yearly Per Capita Income: $22.40

You know it happens so often, I walk
down the street and someone twenty or
thirty or forty years oldwill come up tome
and say, “You areMr. Rogers aren’t you?”
And then they tell me about growing up
with the Neighborhood, and how they’re
passing on to the children they knowwhat
they found to be important in our
television work. Like expressing their
feelings through music and art and dance
and sports and drama and computers and
writing and… And invariably we end our
little time together with a hug. I’m just so
proud of all of you who have grown up
with us, and I know how tough it is some
days to look with hope and confidence on
the months and years ahead. But I would
like to tell you what I often told you when
youweremuch younger: I like you just the
way you are. And what’s more, I’m so
grateful to you for helping the children in
your life to know that you’ll do everything
you can to keep them safe and to help
them express their feelings in ways that
will bring healing in many different
neighborhoods. It’s such a good feeling to
know that we’re lifelong friends.

The final advice of Fred Rogers
(1928-2003) to viewers of Mr. Rogers'
Neighborhood (1968-2001)

At Home
Betty Hinnershitz (410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655

Gloria Trice (410-673-7339)
21850 Water St

Preston, MD 21655

Virginia Quinton
24460 Grove Road

Federalsburg, MD 21632

At Nursing Homes
Bea Trice

William Hill Manor
Easton, MD 21601

Bob McConnell
520 Kerr Ave.

Denton, MD 21629

Tharon Harrington
The Pines

610 Dutchmans Lane
Easton, MD 21601

CIRCLE OF CONCERN
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HISTORY NOTES
Minutes of the third quarterly meeting of Federalsburg Circuit, Dover district, Wilmington
annual1 conference, held [at] St. Paul’s,Nov. 13th 1876,Rev. J.Hough, P.E. in the chair.After
Devotional Exercises on motion S.H. Melson was elected secretary.

The roll was called (see roll2).
No complaints, No appeals.
Pastor’s report read, approved, & placed on file.3

What amounts have been received for the support of the ministry and how applied?
Received applied

$ cts
Federalsburg 60.00
Friendship 32.50
St. Paul’s 14.00 P.E. 10.00
Preston 25.00 Preacher in Charge 118.00
Bethlehem 13.00 Jun. preacher 35.00
Harmony 16.50
P. Collection 2.00 ___

$163.00 $163.00

A collection was taken for the purpose of District furniture, amount raised: $2.50.
The general rules have been read.
Next quarterly meeting to be held at Federalsburg [the] 10th & 11th of Feb’y/’77.
Apetitionwas presented to the conference from the trustees ofBethlehemM.E.Church for
the privilege of selling their old church and a part of the lot to the School Commissioners
of Caroline County, the proceeds to be applied toward the new church. On the motion the
following resolution was passed. Resolved that we the members of Federalsburg quarterly
conference in conference assembledNov. 13th 1876 do hereby grant the privilege to sell the
old church and a portion of the lot for the above purpose.

Test. I concur in the above J. Hough, P.E.
S.H. Melson, Sec. " " " " " I. Jewel, P. in Charge

Report of camp meeting committee4:
The special committee appointed by the last quarterly conference, with instructions to
consider the question of camp meetings, their uses and abuses, beg leave to offer the
accompanying report and resolutions for the consideration of the quarterly conference.

While the members of your committee, as humble and truly loyal members of the M.E.
Church, recognize with pride and gratitude the obligations of the church to the founders of
Methodism in America, for their wisdom in availing themselves of camp meetings, for
extending the influence of the gospel of our redeemer to thousands and hundred of
thousands who could not have been reached in the primitive condition of our church so
readily by any other means that could have been devised, yet they do not in this age hesitate
to assert that camp meetings are neither so successful nor so necessary as formerly.

The truth of this assertion will readily be apparent when we remember the condition of the
country now and make the contrast which history furnishes of our earlier days when
Methodismwas being planted upon our soil by our forefathers.Without churches, with few
towns, fewer cities, a people hardy, industrious, living isolated in the woods, the camp
meeting brought them together to worship God as no other means would in those days.

In this ageofprogress, of improvement inmany respects, it is probable that innovationshave

TGIT IN SESSION
TGIT recommenced for the spring 2014
semester on January 30 with a night of
games in honor of the Sochi Winter
Olympics. Everyone was a winner with
games like Balloon-Crabwalk Volleyball
and Build-Your-Own-Snowman!

A tense game of volleyball(oon)!

Building snowmen. Top, from left: VictoriaMiller,
ClaraDivjak,Violet Cheezum,LeviDivjak, and
Collin Handy. Bottom, from left: Carolyn Handy,
Kai McMahan, Emma Carmean, Tom and Sue
Cheezum, and Anna Carmean.
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been introduced that seriously mar the
spiritual influences of camp meetings. But
we must remember that every thing is
changed. Our hardy pioneers have been
succeeded by a cultivated and, in many
respects, a refined people, and it behooves
us of the present to be careful of judgment.5

HISTORY NOTES (cont.)

Notes:

1. In the original, the second “n” has been
inserted after the fact.
2. It is missing.
3. It is missing.
4. Longtime readers will perhaps note that
this is oneof the fewreports everdelivered
at these quarterly conference meetings
that actually exists – in this case by dint of
having been entered directly into the
minutes. It is a highly valuable report, too,
because it gives some direct insight into
the reasons for the decline of the great
campmeeting era ofMethodism, and also
some sense of how Methodists perceived
themselves historically as the church was
reaching its century anniversary. On the
former point: it has long been known that
camp meetings were discontinued
because they became social, rather than
religious, events. As local Methodist
historian Charles Wright explained in
1931, when describing Bethesda’s camp
on Payne Road, by the later 1860s most
camps contained a wide concourse that
“offered an additional inducement for the
beaux and belles, also others, to
promenade even to the encroachment
more and more on the hours of worship.
This, and other pleasurable participations,
though ever so moral in character, [meant
that] religion ceased to be the chief
concern of most of the attendants, hence
the camp was discontinued after 1870 or
1871” (Denton Journal, January 17, 1931, 4).
It seems probable that such
“promenades” were among the
“innovations” mention by the special
committee in their report.
5. The existing records stop at this point
(although one further set of minutes
exists, ripped out and inserted at random
in the original ledger). It is not clear if the
report carried on in lost documents, or if
this is its actual end.

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITY

ThisLentenSeason joinus for a specialBible Study, basedon thebook24HoursThatChanged
the World, by celebrated Methodist minister Rev. Adam Hamilton. From the publishers:

No single event in human history has received more attention than the suffering and crucifixion of
Jesus of Nazareth. In this Lenten journey, Adam Hamilton guides us through the last twenty-
four hours of Jesus' life. Each chapter is designed to help the reader experience and understand the
significance of Jesus' suffering and death in a way you have never done before. Whether readers are
long-time Christians or simply curious about the story of Christ's crucifixion, they are invited to
join the author in retracing the last 24 hours of Jesus' life.

Classes will be offered the following times and days:
Bethesda UMC (Preston, MD)

March 6, 13, 20, & 27, April 3, 10, & 24 at 6:30 pm
(Note this is during TGIT and will end at the same time)

Trinity UMC (East New Market, MD)
March 12, 19, & 26, April 2, 9, 16, & 23 at 1:00 pm

The book being used can be purchased for $12 in hardback or hardback large print. It can
alsobedownloaded electronically on aKindle,Nook, or other electronic devices.Assistance
is available if needed to cover the cost of the book. You can order your book when you sign
up for the class by February 16, 2014. You can sign up for the class by emailing Rev. Handy
at handy.karen@gmail.com.

I am truly looking forward to this study and hope many of you will join me!
Pastor Karen

Are you able to receive email? Would you
like to receive the newsletter electronically?
If so,why not let us know?You can email us
at BethesdaNewsletter@verizon.net, or
call the church office at 410-673-7538.
Electronic delivery helps us save postage!

ELECTRONIC DELIVERY?
The congregation of Bethesda offers its
condolences to our friend, Bishop Peggy
Johnson, whose mother, Janie Mae Olver,
passed away on February 16. Sympathy
cardsmay be directed to Bishop Johnson at
139 N. State St., Dover, DE 19901.

CONDOLENCES
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In the last couple months,
Bethesda has acquired some
previously unknown sets of
documents detailing different
aspects of its history. One of the
acquisitions is a set of marriage
and baptism records from Union
UMC in Federalsburg, covering
the years 1859 to 1943. The
records were transcribed by the
late Carlene Schmick (whom
some readers might know) and
Robert Peloquin for Salisbury
University's Nabb Research
Center, in1999.These records are
relevant to Bethesda because, as
readers will know from the
"HistoryNotes" transcriptions in
this newsletter, Bethesda was on
Union's circuit in the 1870s and
1880s. These records, then, fill in
a pretty significant set of blanks in
the history of our church's
sacramental relationship with the
Preston area. They also give
insight into the organizational
structure of the Methodist
Church, in general, and Bethesda
in particular, as they show how

the reach of circuit-riding ministers was augmented by local pastors. Many baptisms
undertaken around Preston in the 1870s and 1880s, for instance, were administered byD.R.
Wright, a Preston resident and prolific local pastor.
A second discovery was made recently by Chris and Christopher Farnell in the basement

under theChapelwing. Buried in the dirt near the furnacewas a Sunday School Record from
1911 (see picture inset above). The record seems to belong to a women's class, and the
students came fromsomeof thewell knownfamilies fromPreston'spast.Basedon thedates,

the class met on Mondays.
The photo at left, whichwas
reprinted in the News &
Farmer on April 14, 1966,
was takenonEaster Sunday,
April 9, 1911, and depicts
three of the women from
this very class. From left,
they areMaryParker,Esther
Lednum, and Effie Moore.
The man is Frank Patchett.
Although the record doesn't
say so, we might speculate
that the day after this picture
was taken, the ladies met
again for their class.

Eric Cheezum

EXCITING ADDITIONS TO THE BETHESDA ARCHIVE!
Word of God...
By Rev. Ken Bedell, Minister
Preston-Grove Charge
Bethesda United Methodist Churches

Part I

"I have slain them by the words of my
mouth." Hosea 6:5

It is difficult to imagine that a preacher
would solemnly declare that words could
“slay" and still be taken seriously by those
who listened. ButHosea did and the people
believed him.
Today we are very careless about the use

of words. Our lives are filled with hearing
and reading words piled upon words with
little concern for the meaning or truth that
they convey.Advertisers usewords tomake
us buy, preachers use words to make us
convert, and politicians use words to
confuse us. Two educators, Niel Postman
and Charles Weingartner, have suggested
that American children need schools that
will make them “experts at ‘Crap
detecting.’”
But the books of theOldTestamentwere

written in a time far different fromour own.
They were written when people and writers
took words very seriously. They did not
write just to create an emotion or impulse in
people. They understood that words have
real power. The utterance of a curse was
thought to have power to accomplish what
was proclaimed. The expression of a
blessing was notmerely a wish but it carried
with it the gift of blessing which could not
be taken away. (Gen. 27:23) God
condemned people for the words they
spoke (Jer. 5:14) and he promised that his
words would be effective (Isaiah 55:11).
Aswe read theOldTestamentwe need to

keep in mind that the words were very
carefully chosen. They are a kind of writing
different from the writing found in books
today. Immediately after they were written
they became “the words of God.”

Reprinted from the Preston News & Farmer,
October 4, 1979, 2. Rev. Bedell was Bethesda's
minister from 1979 to 1984.We will be reprinting
his columns on a semi-regular basis.

WORD OF GOD
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Judith (Judy) Dale Noel, 64, passed away on January 31, 2014,
after a long battle with lung and brain cancer. Born in Boston,
MA, raised in New Jersey, she lived in Maryland for 38 years.
She was preceded in death by parents, Robert W. and

Gwendolyn M. Cook; Mother-In-Law, Margaret Taylor and
Father-In-Law Earl Noel. She is survived by her husband of 36
years, Norman Noel; Sister and Brother-In-Law Linda & Bruce
Boyd;Daughter and Son-In-LawShannon& JeremyHoughton;
SonBrianNoel andDaughter LisaNoel; Grandchildren: Joseph
Noel, Adam Beatty, Danielle Noel, Lauren Williams, Brianna
Chase and Gabriella Houghton.
Judy and husband Norman purchased Professional

Temporaries, now ProTemps in 1986.
Throughout the years Judy was a member of several

community & service organizations such as, Women of
Bethesda, Bethesda United Methodist Choir; Soroptomist International, Community Club
of Preston, Festival of Trees/Friends of Hospice; Jaycee Women; and Girl Scouts of
America.
Judy has donated her remains to the University of Maryland Humanities Department for

the advancement and research of science.
A celebration of life service was held on Saturday, February 8th at Bethesda United

Methodist Church. Donations can be made in Judy's memory to the Women of Bethesda
(P.O. Box 147, PrestonMD21655) for their continued charitable efforts in the community.

IN MEMORIAM: JUDY NOEL

Judy Noel held a special place in our
hearts at Bethesda. She was involved in
practically everything that went on. Besides
serving as the longtime president of the
Women of Bethesda, Judy sang with the
choir and played handbells, she prepared
and served food (and often taught) at
TGIT, she handed out Bibles during
parades and worked the church's carnival
booth, she sat on theWorshipCommittee –
and lots, lots more. How she had time for
her business or for the many other extra-
curricular activities she took part in, I don't
know. I do know that if you needed help
with something, Judy would always
volunteer. I also know that she had wide
shoulders, gave useful advice, and always
had time for you.
The Sunday after Judy died, I read a poem

to the church that to me seemed to sum up
her personality, and the way that I thought
she would want us to respond to her
passing. "If I ShouldGo"waswritten by the
British musician and woman of letters,
Joyce Grenfell (1910-1979), and I think it
succinctly expresses the profound strength,
toughness, and practicality that Judy
exhibited as long as I knew her, and right
through her last months.

Above: Judy at the Church picnic in August 2012.
Below: Judy mugs for the camera at last year's
Pancake Supper.

If I should go before the rest of you
Break not a flower nor inscribe a stone,

Nor when I'm gone speak in a Sunday voice
But be the usual selves that I have known.
Weep if you must, Parting is hell,
But Life goes on, So sing as well.

I can hear Judy saying these words,
especially the "parting is hell" part. And so
it is.
But in an effort to keep singing, I share

with you here a series of photos of Judy
from the last few years. They are by various
photographers, including myself, my niece,
Jill, and Donna Lane. One or two have
appeared before in the newsletter, but for
the most part they are never-before-seen
images. They show the different sides of
Judy: the hard worker; the loving mother,
wife, and friend; and the wisecracker we all
knew and loved. I hope they are a tribute to
her memory, and to her important place in
Bethesda's history. I also hope they make
you smile and laugh as much you weep,
because I think that's what Judywould have
wanted. Her life, after so many battles with
cancer, was a celebration of life. We should
all be so lucky to learn to sing as joyously as
Judy did.

Eric Cheezum
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I have many memories of Judy; it's hard to talk about just one. I met Judy when I came
to Bethesda in 1997. Judy became like family to me. Judy always praised my piano-playing
in choir; even when I thought I had done horribly, she always said, "Good Job, Carolyn!"
I never tired of playing and replaying (and replaying again) the same set of notes so that she
could "get it." Judy liked to catch up with everyone during choir practice, even though we'd
seen each other three days before on Sundays. When it was time for prayer time, Kari could
never get the goup quiet. Choir will not be the samewithout Judy and her infectious attitude
and laugh. The same goes for handbell rehearsals. The end of the table will always be "Judy's
spot." I will miss her terribly.
On a more personal note, when I went through a rough spot in my life, Judy was always

therewith a hug, kindword, and a shoulder to cry on. I can't count the Sundays I spent crying
on her shoulder. What a support she was to me, and continued to be to me. She was always
there for everyone; she truly cared more about others than she did about herself. The most
special connection Judy and I had is thatwe shared the samebirthday,December 24. There's
just something about sharing a birthday with someone on Christmas Eve.When it's time to
stand up for birthdays this year, it will be bittersweet; I will be standing for both of us. Judy

was a true friend, a true
prayer warrior and a true
Doer. What an
inspiration Judy was to
me, and Iwill never, ever
forget her. Birthday
Buddy – until we meet
again. Love you.

Carolyn Lane

Left: Judy with daughter
Shannon at the 2011 Peach
Festival. Below: Dessert at
the Women's luncheon at
Suicide, June 2012.

I really got to know Judy from our
involvement with the church. She was very
dedicated to Bethesda and served wherever
she could. We spent a lot of time together
with the various committees that we were
on. She was on the Activities Committee
and served a time as Chairman of the Peach
Festival. We delivered school supplies to
Preston School, filled food baskets, took
meals to shut-ins, worked on soup day, with
her "secret" ingredients to the vegetable
beef soup. She was always there to decorate
the church forChristmas, and the ladies also
got together to clean the church. She was
the President of the Women of Bethesda,
and a very good one. We all enjoyed the
Christmas parties at Helen's and our yearly
luncheon at Suicide. She always came to the
meetings with her folder full of papers, and
wouldhave to checkher schedulebeforewe
could plan anything. She was notorious for
losing her glasses and her cellphone, which
was probably why she had so many. Judy
helped at VBS at the Lutheran Church, the
church booth at the carnival, passed out
Bibles at the park, and helped with TGIT.
She made a point of always telling me,
"Great sign!" I put the last sign (see above –
Ed.) up in her memory. These are just some
of the things thatwedid together. Shedid so
much for the church and the community
andwill bemissed soverymuch.Therehave
been many donations in Judy's name to the
WOB. Some had notes enclosed saying
how special she was, and it was evident that
she had touched many lives. I will miss her
very much and all the fun we had.

Donna Lane

REMEMBERING JUDY NOEL
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I have many favorite memories of Judy. I especially remember the CRHS Homecoming
parade for 2010, in Federalsburg. We rode in our pickup and threw out candy to all of the
children that were lined up on the sidewalk on Main Street. Rev. Cruikshank was also there
to share the fun. We started out at the marina and ended up on the other side of town. The
whole way, Rev. Cruikshank and Judy practiced their "queenwaves" andwaved signs saying
to pray for the team playing CRHS! The same group got together for the church's parade
entry in Preston in 2011. Judy and I walked in the parade and handed out Bibles to many
people standing on the sidewalks. Eric followed along in the pickup just in case we needed
a ride. We started out at the end of Sunset Boulevard and ended up by Immanuel Lutheran.
By that time we had given out every one of our 100 Bibles.We had a lot of fun that day, too.
Judy always had a lot of energy and enthusiasm nomatter what, and she always was there

to lend ahand. ShehelpedoutwithTGITpreparing and serving food as long as shewas able.
She also helped with the kids and the youth. I always loved the pretty hats she wore. She
always looked so graceful and elegant at church on Sunday mornings.
I owe my current job to Judy. A few years ago, when I had run out of job contacts after

being laid off, I mentioned my situation to Judy and she referred me to her company, Pro-
Temps. She toldme to contact them and getmy name in the system. I did and it wasn’t very
long before they had me working at local businesses. Thanks to her, I am now still working
for Pro-Temps at James E. Knox & Son in Easton, MD. I feel that Judy was kind and very
supportive. I will always remember her and her laughter. She will be missed!

Mary Cheezum

REMEMBERING JUDY NOEL
Judy Noel was a blessing to God, to her

church, and to me personally. In my six
years of serving at Bethesda, Judy was a
Christian in the truest sense of the word.
She loved her Lord, and she lived her faith.
She was loving, supportive, and kind to
everyone. Shewas an integral part of the life
of the church,working in somany areas and
doing a wonderful job. Judy was inviting,
and she welcomed all those who came
through the doors of the church. She was a
great encourager, which is a testimony to
her love for God. We can learn so much
from the joy a person has within. Judy had
the joy of the Lord, and it was seen in her
actions, heard in her words, and radiated in
her smile. While we will miss seeing her,
Heaven is rejoicing.

Rev. Joan C. Wolff

Pictures clockwise from top: serving up peach tea at the 2011 Peach Festival; working the church booth at
the carnival in 2013; making a face at this past year's Homecoming reception; Judy and Donna Lane
distributing Bibles and trying to stay warm at April 2013's town business fair; with Violet Cheezum at
last year's Pancake Supper; with George Simmons after his final service at Bethesda, June 2013.
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There is so much that can be said about
Judy, but somehow thewords I can think of
just don't seemenough.Obviously, asmany
people will likely remark, Judywas very well
known for her many hats, both literally and
figuratively. When I first came back to
Bethesda after being gone for almost fifteen
years, many folks were new to me. When I
took over the organist/choir director
position, I remember that I was very
nervous and wasn't sure what would come
of it. Judy was one of the folks who decided
to give me a chance with the choir, and I
have always been thankful for her support.
Judywas one of the "guys," as I called them.
Although a lady, she sang tenor with the
men, so I had to refer to them as "the guys,"
instead of the men. She was always greatly
relied upon by other choir members who
might have been lost without her guidance.
When we decided to purchase handbells,

Judywasmore than ready andwilling to step
in and conquer something she had not done
before. Although she could read music
somewhat, getting the hang of playing bells
in the right rhythm can be a little
challenging, but Judy accomplished it. Just
aswith other groups towhich shebelonged,
Judy was always willing to put time into
either choir. Just this past Christmas, I had
hoped the bell choir could play for
Christmas Eve and I had emailed all the
players to see if it was possible. After our
first practice, we decided it was not possible
to play forChristmasEve. Shortly after this,
I finally heard from Judy who said to me,
"I'm not sure how it would be, but if bells
are playing, I could give it a try." This was
just about 8 weeks ago. Needless to say, I
was surprised to hear of her passing, since
just a short time ago she had been willing
and able to play bells.
In addition to the choirs, Judy was a

member of our worship committee and
often helped us make some tough
decisions. Even if she disagreed, she was
always supportive. Her experience in many
clubs and committees helped her to see
many different sides of people, and people
in many different situations.
At the service of celebration of her life,

someone referred to her as classy, and I
couldn't help but strongly agree. That is just

REMEMBERING JUDY NOEL

Top: Judy and Norman with granddaughter
Brianna at the 2012 Peach Festival; Right: Not
another picture, Eric! Fun at the church picnic,
August 2013; Bottom: Rev. Handy and Eric
Cheezum present Judy with the 2013Homecoming
Volunteer Award in recognition of her many roles
in the church and her "Willingness to DoAnything
andEverything toMake Bethesda aGreat Place to
Serve God!"

the word I would pick to describe Judy. She
was a very classy lady, not only in her dress,
but in the way she carried herself and the
way she dealt with others. Judywas a lady of
grace, full of great concern for others, and I
am extremely happy and blessed to have
known her.

Kari Farnell
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