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Dear Editor: I am 8 years old.
Some of my little friends say there is no

Santa Claus. Papa says, ‘If you see it in The
Sun it’s so.’ Please tell me the truth; is there
a Santa Claus?

Virginia O’Hanlon
115 West Ninety-Fifth Street

Virginia, your little friends are wrong.
They have been affected by the skepticism
of a skeptical age. They do not believe
except they see. They think that nothing can
be which is not comprehensible by their
little minds. All minds, Virginia, whether
they bemen’s or children’s, are little. In this
great universe of ours man is a mere insect,
an ant, in his intellect, as compared with the
boundlessworld about him, asmeasured by
the intelligence capable of grasping the
whole of truth and knowledge.
Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He

exists as certainly as love and generosity and
devotion exist, and you know that they
abound and give to your life its highest
beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be
the world if there were no Santa Claus. It
would be as dreary as if there were no
Virginias. There would be no childlike faith
then, no poetry, no romance to make
tolerable this existence. We should have no
enjoyment, except in sense and sight. The
eternal light with which childhood fills the
world would be extinguished.
Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as

well not believe in fairies! You might get
your papa to hire men to watch in all the
chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch Santa
Claus, but even if they did not see Santa
Claus coming down, what would that
prove?Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is
no sign that there is no Santa Claus. The
most real things in the world are those that
neither children nor men can see. Did you
ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? Of
course not, but that’s no proof that they are

YES, VIRGINIA, THERE IS A SANTA CLAUS
not there. Nobody can conceive or imagine
all the wonders there are unseen and
unseeable in the world.
You may tear apart the baby’s rattle and

seewhatmakes the noise inside, but there is
a veil covering the unseen world which not
the strongest man, nor even the united
strength of all the strongest men that ever
lived, could tear apart. Only faith, fancy,
poetry, love, romance, can push aside that
curtain and view and picture the supernal
beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah,
Virginia, in all this world there is nothing
else real and abiding.
NoSantaClaus! ThankGod! he lives, and

he lives forever. A thousand years from
now, Virginia, nay, ten times ten thousand
years from now, he will continue to make
glad the heart of childhood.

Francis Church

ADVENT CONSPIRACY
Can Christmas still change the world?
The Christmas story is a story of love,
hope, redemption, and relationship.

So, what happened? How did it turn
into stuff, stress, and debt? Somehow,
we’ve traded the best story in the world

for the story of what’s on sale.

Join us as we Worship Fully, Spend
Less, Give More, and Love All.

‘Tis the Season to turn your Christmas
Upside-Down

!

BUGLE
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“The Christmas tree is a symbol of love,
not money. There's a kind of glory to
them when they're all lit up that exceeds
anything all the money in the world

could buy.”

Andy Rooney (1919-2011), from
60 Years of Wisdom and Wit (2009)

PASTOR'S MESSAGE

WEEKLY INCOME
Date Attendance Plate Pledge Total
11/2 44 $216.00 $965.00 $1,181.00
11/9 45 $189.00 $1,136.00 $1,325.00
11/16 57 $321.50 $850.00 $1,171.50
11/23 28 $170.03 $635.00 $805.03
11/30 51 $204.00 $810.00 $1,014.00
Required Income (5 weeks @ $1450 per week): $7,200 Actual Income: $5,496.53
Avg. Attendance: 50 Avg. Weekly Income: $1,242.37 Per Capita Income: $24.97

At Home
Betty Hinnershitz (410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655

Gloria Trice (410-673-7339)
21850 Water St

Preston, MD 21655

At Nursing Homes
Tharon Harrington

The Pines
610 Dutchmans Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
610 Dutchman's Lane

Room 319B
Easton, MD 21601

Out of Town
John Legates
505 Academy St.

Cambridge, MD 21613

CIRCLE OF CONCERN
The news is talking about snow, and my thoughts have turned to how nice a "White

Christmas"would be.With this thought comes joy and a little bit of anxiety.Howwonderful
it would be to have aChristmas so ideal as a "White Christmas." Friends and family gathered
together in the warmth of home. Snow tends to slow our pace.With no other commitments
we find time to relax and truly focus on the people surrounding us. These are precious
moments and with life at such a rapid pace, we often miss them.
The anxiety comes when I realize how short the time is before the big day. There are so

many things to be done... shopping, wrapping, shipping, baking, visiting, etc. It seems like
the list goes on and on. The question to really ask is: What kind of Christmas do I want to
have?
This Advent Season we are in a series titled Advent Conspiracy. We want to have a more

meaningful Christmas and remember what and who we celebrate. We will focus on themes
such as Worship Fully, Spend Less, Give More, and Love All. This was posted earlier this
week on Advent Conspiracy's Facebook page:
In the coming days and weeks, advertisers will spend an obscene amount of money attempting to create
anxiety within you. They tell you that you're 'running out of time' and that the way to show your friends
and family that you love them is to spend a lot of money on gifts most of them don't need. They try convincing
you to 'save hundreds' as you end up spending thousands. The truth is the amount you spend has never
equaled the amount you love. There is plenty of time to give thoughtful relational gifts-like quality time spent
together.
Let's journey together this Christmas, celebrating the greatest gift we have ever received,

Jesus Christ. Why don’t we find a way to connect and really share love with those around
us. Many years ago, there were men busy at work. Life wasn't easy and probably was busy.
In the midst of work one night an angel appeared to these men and declared that the Savior
had been born. Thosemenwere the shepherds. Notice what they did. They left their flocks.
Workwas set aside not because there wasn't anything to do, rather because somethingmore
important needed to be done! They went to see and worship the Christ child:
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel
of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a
sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company
of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praisingGod and saying, “Glory toGod in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,
the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has told us about.” So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying
in the manger. (Luke 2:8-16)
This Christmas let's be careful to not get caught in all the madness, but find our way to

the manager! Find our way to the true meaning of Christmas and hopefully find the joy and
hope that entered our world through a tiny little baby! MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!

Pastor Karen

Since we are receiving a Kingdom that
is unshakable, let us be thankful and
please God by worshiping him with

holy fear and awe.

~ Hebrews 12:28 ~
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I wonder as I wander, out under the sky,
how Jesus the Savior did come for to die.
For poor, or’nry people like you and like I;
I wonder as I wander out under the sky.
Ocome, o come,Emmanuel, and ransom

captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile
here, until the son ofGod appears. Rejoice,
Rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, O
Israel.
Isaiah twas foretold it, the rose I have in

mind; with Mary we behold it, the virgin
mother kind. To show God’s love aright,
she bore to men a Savior, when half-gone
was the night.
O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to

us we pray, cast out our sin and enter in, be
born in us today. We hear the Christmas
angels, the great glad tidings tell; O come to
us, abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel.
Thou didst leave Thy throne and thy

kingly crownwhen thou camest to earth for
me; but in Bethlehem’s home there was
found no room for Thy holy nativity. O
come tomy heart, Lord Jesus, there is room
in my heart for Thee.
It came upon a midnight clear, that

glorious song of old, from angels bending
near the earth to touch their harps of gold.
Peace on the earth, goodwill to men, from
heaven’s all gracious King! The world in
solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let

earth receive her King; Let every heart
prepare Him room, and heaven and nature
sing, and heaven and nature sing, and
heaven and heaven and nature sing.
Heaven’s arches rang when the angels

sang, proclaiming thy royal degree; but of
lowly birth didst thou come to earth and in
great humility. Oh, come tomy heart, Lord
Jesus, there is room in my heart for Thee.
Shepherds, in the fields abiding,watching

o’er your flocks by night, God with man is
now residing, yonder shines the infant
Light; Come and worship, come and
worship, Worship Christ, the newborn
King.
Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your

joyous strains prolong? Say what may the
tidings be, which inspire your heavenly
song? Gloria in excelsis deo, gloria in
excelsis deo.
This star drewnigh to the northwest, o’er

Bethlehem it took its rest, and there it did
both stop and stay, right over the place
where Jesus lay. Noel, noel, noel, noel, born
in the king of Israel.
Come to Bethlehem and see, Him whose

birth the angels sing; come, adore on
bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn
king.
And by the light of that same star, three

wisemen came from country far; to seek a
King was their intent, and to follow the star
wherever it went. Noel, noel, noel, noel,
born is the King of Israel.
O bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh,

come peasant king to own Him. The King
of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts
enthrone Him. This, this is Christ the king,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
this, this is Christ the king, the babe, the Son
of Mary.
Hail to the Heavenborn Prince of Peace.
Hail the Son of righteousness. Light and
life to all he brings, risen with healing in his
wings. Mild he lays His glory by, born that
mannomoremaydie, born to raise the sons
of earth, born to give them second birth.
Hark the herald angels sing, glory to the
newborn King.
Good Christian men rejoice, with heart

and soul and voice; nowyeneednot fear the
grave. Peace, peace JesusChristwasborn to
save. Calls you one and calls you all to gain
His everlastinghall; Christwasborn to save.
Christ was born to save.
Born Thy people to deliver, born a Child,

and yet a King. Born to reign in us forever,
nowThygracious kingdombring. ByThine
own eternal Spirit, rule in all our hearts
alone; by Thine all sufficient merit, raise us
to Thy glorious throne.
And our eyes at last shall see him thro’ his

own redeeming love; for that Child so dear
and gentle is ourLord inHeaven above, and
He leads his children on to the place where
He is gone.
When the heavens shall ring and the

angels sing at thy coming to victory. Let thy
voice call me home, saying, “Yet there is
room—there is room at my side for thee.”
My heart shall rejoice, Lord Jesus, when
thou comest and callest for me.

Kari Farnell

THE CHRISTMAS STORY ACCORDING TO CAROLS TGIT NEWS
We are entering the busy season of the

holidays so we wanted to update you and
make you aware of various activities. We
understand that many of our children and
their families are involved in upcoming
concerts and events that are scheduled on
Thursday nights in December, so we have
concluded meeting on Thursdays for this
semester.
The fun and religious education won’t

end though. We will offer “TGIT –Sunday
Edition” for the following dates: Nov. 30,
Dec. 7, and Dec. 14. We will meet from
11:30 am to 12:30 pm. A small snack will be
offered and kids will learn more Bible
stories and Christmas songs, and the kids
will prepare a short presentation to happen
at the Christmas Eve service.We hope your
student can join us. If you have any
questions, contact Pastor Karen (302)
245-4221.

Bethesda will go caroling on December
14 at 4:30pm. We will meet at the church
and go for a wagon ride as we carol around
town. Dress warmly and bring a flashlight!
Cookies and hot chocolate will be served
upon returning to the church.

CAROLING, DEC. 14

ADVENT SERVICES
The Christmas season is right around the

corner. Mid-week advent services will be
offered with other churches in upper
Dorchester county. Mark your calendars:
•Dec. 3: Mt. Pleasant United Methodist

(4202 Maiden Forest Rd, Vienna, MD
21869), speaker Rev. Karen Handy.
• Dec. 10: Our Lady of Good Counsel

Church (Secretary, MD), speaker Rev.
David Kreek.
• Dec. 17: First United Methodist

(Secretary, MD), speaker Rev. Beverly
Holland.

To buy poinsettias for the altar at
Christmas time, see any member of the
Activities Committee: Helen Fletcher,
Shirley Bennett, Isabel Brannock, Kay
Fairbank, or Donna Lane. Poinsettias are
$9.00 each and can be ordered through
Sunday, December 7.

POINSETTIA ORDERS
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Continued from last issue…

One of the issues that he [Paul] deals with
was the issue of food that was offered to
idols: whether you should eat it or not. That
was a big issue in that day. Of course, food
is a big issue in our day is it not? Howmany
calories does it have, what is the fat content
of it, are you a vegetarian, are you a vegan,
are you a meat eater, whatever. I mean it's
amazing how food today still divides us. It's
harder and harder to get covered dish
dinners at churches anymore because: "Oh
no, I'm afraid that I'll have something..." I
understand allergies, but alot of this is just
picky tastes inmyold ageopinion. [Laughter]
And what Paul basically says is it's okay to
eat themeat but if it offends someone, don't
eat in front of them. So what Paul is saying:
use manners.
You know, sometimes it's derided about,

well, people using, quote, "white lies."
There's nothing wrong with, quote, "white
lies." It's how we make relationships and
connections work. Early in my pastoral life
I had a man come up to me, and he said,
"Gary, you know any man who really loves
his wife will never tell her the truth all the
time." [Laughter] I said, "Well, Bill, what do
you mean?" He said, "Well, my wife and I
were about ready to getmarried and she got
in the car, and she said, 'Billy, how do you
like my hair?'" And he said, "I told her, and
I realized then that any man who loves his
wife will not tell her the truth all the
time!" [Laughter] As we all know, generally
the wife’s not asking for the truth, they just
want to be affirmed, that’s what’s going on
there.
Anumber of years ago Iwas at a historical

society - this is for you, Eric [Laughter] –
historical society dinner. And it was in a
fellowship hall of a church, and I was there
and I was seated between two women. The
woman next to me I did not know, and I
found out in our conversation that they had
recently moved to the area and were
interested in getting to know about the
history of the area.Well the foodwas served
family style, and so the green beans were
coming down the aisle. She got her green
beans and she started to eat, and she says,
"Oh no! There's bacon in here. I'm a

vegetarian; I cannot have bacon inmy green
beans. This is terrible. Why would anyone
want to ruin good greenbeanswith bacon?"
Well, I take them, I put them on my plate, I
hand themto the ladynext tome,whoheard
our conversation. She says, "I LOVEbacon
in my green beans! [Laughter] I wish there
wereMORE bacon in the green beans than
they just put in these, because these are
REALLY good!" And what starts going
through my mind is there's going to be a
fightbetween these twowomen–and I'm in
themiddle!Well, for us tobe connected...by
just simple manners, of just letting the
person to be who they are. You know, if I
become social friends with the vegetarian
person, and they came to the house, of
course you would not offer something that
would offend them. Because the
connection ismore important than the food
that is offered. And that's what Paul does in
the early church.Andourmanners, give and
take, are critical tomaking our relationships
work.
Another big issue that Paul deals with is

the issue about the meal before
Communion. Their people were acting
according to the Roman style of the day,
when before what we call the sacrament of
HolyCommunion therewas this fellowship
meal, and the wealthy folks there were
bringing their very gourmet food, but they
were eating at their own table and enjoying
their own food, and the poor folks had
cornmeal mush, and they were over in their
corner eating their food, and they were not
coming together and sharing their food as
one around one table. Now to us this
sounds bizarre. But that was customary to
the Roman period: you would eat with your
class, even if you had in your own home
different classes of people present, each
class would eat their own food appropriate
to their class, with each other and not
together. So when Paul talks about eating
and drinking the body of Christ in an
unworthy manner, he, literally, means that.
We've become so spiritualized around that,
whereas Paul is dealing with folks who will
not come together as one.
What's interesting here is how Paul deals

with it. He realizes this practice is so deeply
ingrained in their social make-up, in their

HOMECOMING 2014: SERMON BY REV. GARYMOORE, PART II
culture, he tells them to eat at home. He
realizes he can't change them. So: eat at
home. For our connections in the body of
Christ today, there are certain dimensions
of our culture that sometimeswe've just got
to say, "It stays home. It stays home." And
I believe in our own day that is the whole
area around politics and partisan politics.
And it's disturbing, I find, when I see
religious leaders want to bring partisan
politics into the pulpit and the life of the
church. It belongs outside. There are some
things in our culture that need to stay in the
culture, and not the body of Christ.
[Congregation is silent]. Well that got quiet!
[Laughter]. A little side note: one of the
things in this job I get is dealing with
changes of pastor. People will sometimes
pull you aside, and they will want a pastor
with a particular political agenda. We're
more than that. Politics is going to come
and go and change. Building the body of
Christ’s connections is hard work, and
some of the things just need to stay home.
You notice when Paul gets to chapter

twelve, he gives us this beautiful image of
the body of Christ. Now here is this church
that's just divided into all kinds of factions.
And yet the great image of the church we
have here that Paul gives us – some are the
hand, some are the foot, some are the eye,
someare the ear –butwe're all one.Wehave
this wonderful diversity, but yet there's this
oneness. And then he puts in the midst of
this description of the body – and he's also
trying to talk about how people are
worshipping, and boy aren’t worship wars
something that’s going on in our own day?
– and what does Paul put in the midst of all
this is a chapter on love. That love never
gives up: it's faith, hope, and love abide, but
the greatest of these is love.And that's really
the heart and soul of making connections
work, is love.
I don't know if in yourmorningdevotions

this morning whether you read this or not.
I'm talking about the funny paper in the
Star-Democrat. [Laughter] It's part of my
regular devotional reading is the comics.
And this morning paper...I was reading and
I thought I have to cut this out ‘cause this
fits. You know, Guy, that you use any

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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material you can get, and sometimes the
Lord waits really late to give it to you.
[Laughter] This is a Peanuts cartoon and this
is about Lucy and Snoopy. Snoopy's on top
of his doghouse and Lucy is now on top of
the doghouse and she is REALLY angry at
Snoopy: "I've taken enough of your insults
you stupid dog. I'm gonna pound you, I'm
gonna fix you good. Don't look around,
there's no way out, no way! You've had it,
dog! Prepare to meet your doom!" Snoopy
reaches up and gives her a big kiss –
"Mwah." "Aargh!" she jumps down and
runs away. Snoopy says, "One kiss is worth
two judo chops anytime." [Laughter]
Love is not a feeling it's a way of living.

And to be able to use manners, we can kind
of conjure that up in our own strength. We
can learn to exercise discipline to keep
things fromthecultureoutside.But tomake
connections really, really work, it takes real
appreciation and love of the other. And this
is something as human beings that really
takes an incredible amount of work. But it's
there because at theheart of our lifewehave
a cross. At the heart of that cross is what we
see and understand as God's love for the
world. That there's room at the cross for us:
"Though millions have come there's still
room for one, there's room at the cross for
you." Because this is where the atonement,
the issue of our sinfulness is dealt with. The
issue of our factionalism, our separation
fromoneanother, our separation fromGod
is dealt with, and we understand that act of
surrender of Christ to the cross as the
profound act of God’s love. For God so
loved the world that he gave his only
begotten son. For connections to work, it
has to be rooted in love.
But Paul doesn't end there, does he? He's

got one more chapter to go. And it's
probably his most important issue in there.
And that's chapter fifteen. And one of the
things that – I don't know about you all, as
I've tried tounderstandPaul throughout the
years – one of the things that I think that we
in the church have done a disservice to Paul
is that I think we have tried to tame him
down. I think we've tried to read Paul too
small.We've tried to put him inside our own
cages. And I think when we really set out
and try to get away from the cultural

blinders that we have had toward Paul and
begin to see the radical nature of how Paul
really wants to understand about the body
ofChrist andbeing connected together, and
about how factionalism is so distasteful to
him, though we find it really very
comfortable because of all of our
denominations. But I think Paul finds it
incredibly distasteful because of the
fifteenth chapter of I Corinthians. And
that's where he deals with the resurrection.
Andwhydoeshedealwith the resurrection?
Because there are people in the church that
don't believe in it. These are not peoplewho
are outside the church and don't believe it.
These are people inside the church and
don't believe the resurrection.
And so Paul – if you notice of all of the

subjects he deals with in I Corinthians, it is
the longest – and he tells them in essence
they're wrong but he never tells them to
leave. Because they believe in Christ, they
just don’t believe in the resurrection.Notice
also at the end of theGospel ofMatthew, as
Jesus is getting ready to deal with the Great
Commission, there are some who doubt
him as being the resurrected Christ. We are
sometimes, I feel, too ready to kick people
out, and not give them the name of
"Christian" because they donot line upwith
everything the way we want it to be done. I
don't care if you're Baptist, Methodist,
Lutheran, or whatever it is: Paul maintains
it’s Christ as center. Though we can be
really, from Paul’s point of view, wrong
about some things, but you're still part of
the family. We're still connected together.
I'm just going to talk to Methodists right

now. If you read the episcopal address in the
recent disciplines that we have, it's all about
rules. Rules:what's in andwhat's out – rules.
But if you read the episcopal address in
1836, 1832, there it's about a vision of grace
to reach out in ministry across America. A
passionate vision to include all that we can
in the name of Christ because of God's
grace. Because God wants people
connected to him. Personally, I think we as
Methodists have alot of work to do around
embracing the vision of what Paul sees
about being connected together in Christ.
Paul's vision here I feel is a difficult vision.
I feel in many ways it's an uncomfortable

vision. But at the same time it is a vision I
think we need to wrestle with and not to
minimize or downplay. And I think that's
why we have this letter, because when Paul
wrote this letter, one thing about it, I'm sure
it didn't go down real well because they had
alot of problems and he did not hold
anything back. But at the heart, they saw
that there was something in here we need,
and so they kept the letter. Isn't that
interesting? They kept the letter. Now how
many letters did you receive who criticized
you about your behavior that you kept and
filed away and made copies and handed
themout? [Laughter] That's generally notmy
way of doing it. But they did.
And so as we come together about our

common life together in Christ let us
remember our manners. Some things need
to stay in the culture. It's always about love.
And let's not minimize who can be around
the table. Now why Paul believes, why he
left it there, is because he sees in the
resurrective power of Christ, and why he
writes so passionately about it, that is the
hope of the world. Because that is the first
start of a redeemed humanity, that Paul
sincerely believes that God wants to bring
to all. That's why he argues so passionately
against them, because he wants them to see
the glory that awaits for them for having
been connected to Christ. [Praying]
Heavenly father we thank you very much
for the gift of who you are and the writings
of Paul. But we truly believe that his
inspiration was not of his creation but a
work of your divine spirit. And help us in
our living O Lord because you know that
our hearts do wonder, we are wonderers,
andwe do have hungers that sometimes are
not proper, good appetites. But help us to
have an appetite to be connected to you and
one another. For this we pray in Christ's
name. Amen.

HOMECOMING 2014: SERMON BY REV. GARYMOORE, PART II (cont.)
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A District Conference took place September 27, 2014. Two resolutions were up for
discussion. Resolution #1: Establishing aDistrict Board of Trustees, which will help closed
churches resolve their legal issues at the local level according to the Book of Discipline and the
lawsof theStateofMaryland.Passedbyavoteof72-5.Resolution#2: Increasing theDistrict
apportionment from 5% to 5.2% for the 2015 Conference year. Passed by a vote of 74-3.

Chris Farnell

RESOLUTION ON ESTABLISHING A DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Whereas, there are many churches in the Easton District that need assistance in

establishing 501c3 status for their cemeteries and/or help in other legal property matters;
Whereas, ChargeConferences are reluctant to accept the responsibility of Limited Service

churches;
Whereas, the Conference Board of Trustees, which has authority over abandoned

churches in the District, is not positioned to manage and/or dispose of these properties in
a timely fashion;
Whereas, this resolution will not affect the ownership of the District Parsonage by the

Conference Trustees;
Whereas, aDistrict Board of Trustees is not authorized by the Book ofDiscipline to force

churches to close;
Whereas, a District Board of Trustees would be an important mechanism to help closed

churches resolve their legal issues at the local level;
BE IT THEREFORERESOLVED that this District Conference establishes the Easton

Board ofTrustees according to theBookofDiscipline and the laws of the State ofMaryland.

RESOLUTION ON INCREASING THE APPORTIONMENT FACTOR TO
RESTORE DISTRICT OFFICE FUNDING TO 2011 LEVEL

Whereas, theDistrictOfficeApportionment is determinedbymultiplying theConference
Apportionment for the District by a factor of 5%;
Whereas, the Conference Apportionments for the Easton District churches have been

decreasing in recent years, causing a loss of income ($2,500) to support the District Office;
Whereas, a receipt of 95%onDistrictOfficeApportionment payment is required tomeet

the basic requirements needed for an office;
Whereas, an increase from 5% to 5.2% will restore the apportionment to the 2011 level.

2011 - $54,134
Proposed 2015 - $54,319
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT the Easton District Conference adopt a

factor of 5.2% for the District Office for the 2015 Conference Year.

EASTON DISTRICT CONFERENCE REPORT

Christmas Eve Service - December 24, 2014
Bethesda UMC @ 8 p.m.C

The Evangelism andOutreach/Missions
Committees will again help support
Christmas morning at the Board of Child
Care in Denton. The Board is an extension
of the Methodist Church and houses about
sixteen boys. Last year Bethesda
contributed to a general "bank" of gifts for
the boys, but this year the Board has
requested that we sponsor an individual. In
order to fulfill that request, we need to
supply the following items. If you are
inclined to make a donation, please let Eric
Cheezum know, so that he can coordinate
items and prevent duplication.
The boywe are spnsoring is 16. The items

requested specifically are:
1. D-Rose Slides (these are athletic

sandals, size 12)
2. Snapback Chicago Bulls Hat
3. Chicago Bulls Tee Shirt (2XL)
4. Basketball
5. Blue Hooded Sweatshirt (2XL)
Favorite Candy: Twix and Snickers

BOARD OF CHILD CARE

Bethesda is again helping a family at
Preston Elementary School for the
Christmas holiday. There is a list of needed
items with a sign-up sheet at the church. All
items must be unwrapped, and must be
turned in at the Dec. 14 service.

P.E.S. XMAS DONATION

PRACTICE TIMES:
BELLS & CHOIR

Dec. 17 – 6:30 p.m. choir; 7:15 bells
Dec. 23 – 6:00 p.m. choir; 6:45 bells

The Preston Community Club will again
sponsor its Country Christmas House
Tour, on Saturday,December 6, from11:00
am to 4:00 pm. Tickets are $15.00, and can
be purchased in advance by calling
410-673-7193 or 410-310-5454, or at
Bethesda on the day of the tour.

PRESTON HOUSE TOUR
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Louise, and my brothers, Lee and Dan, all
worked daily at Trice's Store, stocking
shelves, waiting on the counter, and cutting
meat.
Through many years of community

service and business, as well as church and
school involvement, Tom and Bea
interacted with practically everybody in
town, and thusmademany lasting friends. I
am glad I got to be one of them.

Tom Cheezum

PRESTON — Beulah Beach “Bea” Trice, formerly of
Preston, MD, passed away on Saturday, Nov. 8, 2014 at
William Hill Manor in Easton, MD. She was 100 years old.
She was born Jan. 1, 1914 in Delmar, DE, the daughter of

the late James Franklin Beach and Mary Owens Beach. Her
husbandof 56 years, ThomasLutherTrice III,whopreceded
her in death onMarch 17, 2003, owned and operated Trice’s
Store in Preston.
She receivedher nurse’s training at theDelawareMemorial

Hospital in Wilmington, DE and served as Dr. Harold
Plummer’s office nurse in Preston for 33 years. She enjoyed
playing bridge. Upon retirement Mrs. Trice volunteered for
the Easton Hospital Auxiliary. She was a life-long member of Bethesda United Methodist Church.
Mrs. Trice is survived by a daughter Louise Trice Perry (Bruce H.) of Easton; a son Thomas L. Trice

IV (Charlotte L.) of Salisbury; six grandchildren, Katherine Ewers (Tripp), Caroline Spurry (Steve), Colin Perry (Wayne Bryan), Thomas
C. Trice (Kerri), Douglas Trice (Jessica), AndrewTrice (Marta); great-grandchildren, Tyler Trice, Cassidy Trice,MatthewTrice, Sarah Trice,
Rebekah Trice, Olivia Trice, Maxwell Trice, GrahamWillis, Cole Paradine, Winnie Ewers, and another to be arriving in April; and a sister
E. Adelene Beach Lowe of Wilmington, DE. Besides her parents and husband she was preceded in death by five siblings, May B. Twilley,
Gordy Beach, Frank Beach, Hollis Beach and William Beach.
Funeral services were held on Friday, Nov. 14, 2014 at the Bethesda United Methodist Church in Preston with Rev. Karen Handy

officiating. Interment followed in the Eastern Shore Veterans Cemetery in Beulah. Contributions may be made in Mrs. Trice's memory to
Bethesda U.M. Church, P.O. Box 147, Preston, MD 21655, or to the Preston Vol. Fire Co., P.O. Box 44, Preston, MD 21655.

Some of my earliest memories are of Bea
and Tom Trice as lifelong friends of our
family when my brothers and I were
growing up in the '50s and '60s in Preston.
Bea's husband, Tom, was my parents'

Best Man when they were married in
January 1942, and I was named for Tom. In
1947 my father was Best Man for Bea and
Tom when they were married. Tom had
grown up in Preston, and took over the
business operation for his father's grocery
and dry goods store.
From the time they were married until

they built their new home in thewest end of
Preston, they lived on Noble Avenue in a
nice Victorian style home. In order to help
finance their new home Bea went back to
work forDr.Plummer ashis nurse formany
years.WithBea asDr.Plummer'snurse, she
became more than just a family friend. She
handled physicals, appointments
scheduling, immuninization shots, and
receptionist duties. It was not possible to
live in Preston and not know Bea!
The Cheezum and Trice kids were

together frequently, visiting each other's
family, playing ball, camping on the pond,
andplayingonour farm.Tom,his daughter,

IN MEMORIAM: BEA TRICE

REMEMBERING TOM AND BEA TRICE

Tom and Bea from Bethesda's 1988 directory.

At left and above: Bea and Tom visit at Mason
and Eleanor Cheezum's house, Christmas 1985.
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This photo and accompanying article were published around 1979, probably in theNews and Farmer,
and were submitted by a reader. The text below is a verbatim transcription:
Bethesda Faithful Attendance Awards Presented
Bethesda United Methodist Church, Preston Family Church School gave Farithful

Attendance Awards.
Pictured above left to right-1st row:Gary Lane, Randy Lane,DavidWilloughby,Geoggry

Turner, Lance Lankford, Beth AnnDukes, Steve Harris, Michael Harris, J.W. Harris, Gene
Harris.
2nd row: Queenie Lomax, Greg Turner, Michael Willoughby, Brian Turner, Cherish

Langford, Rhonda Fearins, Megan Wright, Mr. Howard Harris.
3rd row:Mrs. LerewEngle, Mrs.Mary Blades,Mrs. ArtWilley, Mrs. Clarence Frase, Lucy

Knotts, Becky Turner, Patsy Fearins, Midge Lane.
4th row: A.T. Blades, Buster Lord, TerryWright, Rick Blades, Brother BobKelly, Kenny

Fearins, Bobby Fearins, Michael Blades.
Absent: Mrs. Alice Messick, Mrs. MargueriteWalston, Mrs. William Sanders, Mrs. Dallas

Blades, Ronnie Fearins, Keith Bennett, Tracy Bennett, Debby Bennett, Ann Bateman, Rex
Bateman, Lisa Bateman, Jackie Bateman, Sharon Harris, Peggy Wright, Anita Davis, John
Davis, Jennifer Davis, Nancy Davis, Jack Lane, Dot Lane, Lorie Lane, Bill Kokochack,
Dianne Kokochack.

HISTORICAL TIDBIT

FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE ALTAR

SHOEBOXES DONATED

Thanks to our many donors, Bethesda
was able to send over thirty shoeboxes to
Operation Christmas Child. In addition to
finishedboxes thatweredonated, theTGIT
kids put some together as well (see top
picture). All the shoeboxes were blessed on
November 16 (see bottompicture) and sent
off to North Carolina, for eventual
transport to needy children around the
world for Christmas.

We used to always have fresh flowers on the altar, but we seemed to have gotten away from that tradition. I remember whenMrs. Connie
Plummerwas the flowerperson formanyyears and thenMrs.NormaLeeMcConnell tookover theposition.With themany seasonal artificial
flowers thatwenowhave, it's a rare occasion thatwehave live flowers on the altar.Weused tohave to signup for the Sundays thatwewanted,
and there could be a conflict if more than one person requested the same Sunday! We would like to have fresh flowers once in awhile again,
and the Garden Basket will fix up two nice arrangements, at an affordable price, to fit into the brass vases or white glass vases. There will
be a calendar on the bulletin board to sign up for your Sunday and just contact me so that Kari can put it in the bulletin, with the details
of who the flowers are from, and in memory of, or in honor of, whom. You would be responsible for calling the Garden Basket
(410-822-0575) and picking out and paying for your own flowers. Tell them they are for Bethesda Church. If you would like to put in your
own flowers, or order from your own florist, please let me know.

Donna Lane
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The United Methodist Church shares a
common history and heritage with other
Methodist andWesleyan bodies. The lives and
ministries of John Wesley (1703–1791) and of
his brother, Charles (1707–1788), mark the
origin of their common roots. Both John and
Charles were Church of England missionaries
to the colony of Georgia, arriving in March
1736. It was their only occasion to visit
America. Their mission was far from an
unqualified success, and both returned to
England disillusioned and discouraged,
Charles in December 1736, and John in
February 1738.
Both of the Wesley brothers had

transforming religious experiences in May
1738. John’s heart “was strangely warmed” at
a prayer meeting on Aldersgate Street in
London. In the years following, the Wesleys
succeeded in leading a lively renewal
movement in the Church of England. As the
Methodist movement grew, it became
apparent that their ministry would spread to
the American colonies as some Methodists made the exhausting and hazardous Atlantic voyage to the New World.
Organized Methodism in America began as a lay movement. Among its earliest leaders were Robert Strawbridge, an immigrant farmer

who organized work about 1760 in Maryland and Virginia, Philip Embury and his cousin, Barbara Heck, who began work in New York
in 1766, and Captain Thomas Webb, whose labors were instrumental in Methodist beginnings in Philadelphia in 1767. African Americans
participated actively in these groundbreaking and formational initiatives thoughmuchof that contributionwas acknowledgedwithoutmuch
biographical detail.
To strengthen the Methodist work in the colonies, John Wesley sent two of his lay preachers, Richard Boardman and Joseph Pilmore,

to America in 1769. Two years later RichardWright and Francis Asbury were also dispatched byWesley to undergird the growingAmerican
Methodist societies. Francis Asbury became the most important figure in early American Methodism. His energetic devotion to the
principles of Wesleyan theology, ministry, and organization shaped Methodism in America in a way unmatched by any other individual. In
addition to the preachers sent byWesley, someMethodists in the colonies also answered the call to become lay preachers in themovement.
The first conference ofMethodist preachers in the colonieswas held in Philadelphia in 1773. The tenwho attended took several important

actions. They pledged allegiance to Wesley’s leadership and agreed that they would not administer the sacraments because they were
laypersons. Their people were to receive the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper at the local Anglican parish church. They
emphasized strong discipline among the societies and preachers. A system of regular conferences of the preachers was inaugurated similar
to those Wesley had instituted in England to conduct the business of the Methodist movement.
TheAmerican Revolution had a profound impact onMethodism. JohnWesley’s Toryism and his writings against the revolutionary cause

did not enhance the image of Methodism among many who supported independence. Furthermore, a number of Methodist preachers
refused to bear arms to aid the patriots.
When independence from England had been won, Wesley recognized that changes were necessary in American Methodism. He sent

Thomas Coke to America to superintend the work with Asbury. Coke brought with him a prayer book titled The Sunday Service of the
Methodists in North America, prepared by Wesley and incorporating his revision of the Church of England’s Thirty-Nine Articles of
Religion.Twootherpreachers,RichardWhatcoat andThomasVasey,whomWesleyhadordained, accompaniedCoke.Wesley’s ordinations
set a precedent that ultimately permitted Methodists in America to become an independent church.
InDecember 1784, the famousChristmasConference of preacherswas held inBaltimore at Lovely LaneChapel to chart the future course

of the movement in America. Most of the American preachers attended, probably including two African Americans, Harry Hosier and
Richard Allen. It was at this gathering that the movement became organized as The Methodist Episcopal Church in America.
In the years following the Christmas Conference, The Methodist Episcopal Church published its first Discipline (1785), adopted a

quadrennial General Conference, the first of which was held in 1792, drafted a Constitution in 1808, refined its structure, established a
publishinghouse, andbecamean ardent proponent of revivalismand the campmeeting. (Excerpted from theBookofDiscipline 2012, pp 11-13)

EARLY METHODISM AND THE "CHRISTMAS CONFERENCE" OF 1784

The Ordination of Francis Asbury at the Christmas Conference by Bishop Thomas Coke,
1882 painting by Thomas Coke Ruckle



PAGE 11BETHESDA BUGLE Volume V: Issue 10

Theearliest rootsofPrestonMethodismdate to the1780s, in the formof at least one (perhaps
two) small groups, called “classes.” Based on the model used by John Wesley in Britain, these
classes were accountability groups, and typically formed the nucleus of the earliest
congregations. These fledgling congregations were also called “societies,” especially where
more than one class existed in a given locale. Classes met weekly, under the direction of a lay
class leader, and were periodically visited by the appointed preacher, who might have a dozen
or more such groups to oversee, spread over many miles, and linked together on a “circuit.”
Somecircuitswere so large that the appointedpreacher,makinghis roundsbyhorseback (hence
the term “circuit rider”), might only get to each society once a month. Thus the lay class leader
provided theprimary spiritual care for itsmembers.Before the first buildingwaserected, classes
were hosted in private homes, which also often served as preaching places and temporary
homes for the travelling preachers. Key earlyMethodist lay leaders in the Preston area included
the Widow Haskins and Captain William Frazier, both of whom may have hosted class
meetings, and the early circuit riders, in their homes.
Among the earliest preachers who served the fledgling society in Preston was one destined

to become a prominent and influential leader of early American Methodism. Rev. Ezekiel
Cooper (1763-1847) was a native of Caroline County (in the portion then called Queen Ann’s
County), and raised an Anglican along with his two sisters and three brothers; their upbringing
was moral but as he later reflected “we were… strangers to anything truly spiritual.” The first
Methodist preacher he heard was the celebrated Freeborn Garretson, who preached to a company of militia in the Cooper family’s yard
in 1776. The 13-year old Ezekiel was impressed, and the event was the beginning of his journey toward Methodism and ministry. Amid
the turmoil of the American Revolution, his exposure to preaching and Bible study was erratic, and it was not until 1781 that he had a clear
experience of peace with God, and felt “a flood of peace, love and joy break forth in my soul.”
Cooper soon became a class leader, and began to speak to prayer meetings and larger group gatherings, but was resisted suggestions that

he might be called to preach. In November of 1784, Cooper attended a quarterly meeting at Barrett’s Chapel in Delaware that would prove
momentous for several reasons. It was at this event that Rev. Thomas Coke, recently arrived from England with John Wesley’s plan for
American Methodism, met Francis Asbury for the first time. There the two laid plans for what would become known as the Christmas
Conference, which met in Baltimore in December, and founded the Methodist Episcopal Church in America. Prior to this time American
Methodismwas not a church, but a lay renewalmovement, connected to theAnglicanChurch (orChurch ofEngland), butwithout ordained
preachers. Because of the Revolution and the severing of ties with England, the Church of England in America collapsed, and the need
to have ordained preaches became urgent, so that the early Methodists would have access to the sacraments. That is whyWesley sent Coke
(along with two others) to ordain preachers and establish Methodism in America as a church in its own right.
But it was also at that quarterly meeting in November 1784 that Ezekiel Cooper commenced his ministerial career. Francis Asbury asked

Cooper to take an appointment – to Caroline Circuit, to take the place of the regularly appointed preacher, George Mair, who had died. At
first Cooper demurred, but under Asbury’s persuasive powers, and encouraged by the other preachers present, Cooper consented and “set
out to make a trial of the itinerant life.” Caroline Circuit was large, encompassing his home county of Caroline, as well as parts of Delaware,
andhe served it for less than threemonths, before being relievedby apreacher namedHopeHull on January 25.But during that time,Cooper
first learned the trade of minister and preacher. Among the experiences he writes about in his journal is a delightful conversation he had
with William Frazier about the captain’s experience of Christ. It was during Cooper’s short tenure on Caroline Circuit that American
Methodism became a church, and the sacraments were first administered to Preston area Methodists by their own ministers. And it fell to
Cooper to announce the news to the people of Caroline County, reading John Wesley’s circular letter detailing his plan to all the places on
his circuit in January 1785.
Ezekiel Cooper went on to become one of Bishop Francis Asbury’s most trusted and competent leaders, serving key appointments,

including one as presiding elder over the Boston District. In 1798, Cooper was assigned to take charge of the denomination’s struggling
publishinghouse, after thedeathof founder JohnDickins.Cooper turned the failing enterprise aroundandmade it aneffective andprofitable
organ of theM.E. Church, first in Philadelphia and then later, after the publishing housemoved toNewYork; this is the ancestor of today’s
Cokesbury Publishing House. Ezekiel Cooper returned to the itinerant ministry in 1808, and remained a member of the Philadelphia
Conference until his death in 1847, at the age of 84. By special request, he was buried outside the front doors of St. George’s Church in
Philadelphia, and his funeral sermon there was preached by Rev. Nathan Bangs. A large inscribed slab may still be seen today on the front
wall of St. George’s, marking Cooper’s resting place. The Philadelphia ConferenceMinutes of 1847 described Cooper as “aman of superior
attainments, having been always a diligent student, possessing a mind of unusual vigor and great aptitude. His ministrations placed him…
among the brightest lights of the American pulpit.”

Rev. Joseph F. DiPaolo

REV. EZEKIEL COOPER AND EARLY PRESTONMETHODISM
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