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Bishop Peggy A. Johnson is pleased to announce the appointment of Rev. Dr.
Shirlyn Henry Brown as the Easton District Superintendent effective July 1, 2015
upon the retirement of Rev. Gary Moore.

The Rev. Dr. Shirlyn Henry Brown is currently the
Director of Connection Ministries of the Peninsula
Delaware Conference of The United Methodist
Church. “Pastor B” as she is lovingly known has a
passion for kingdom building, kingdom living and
loving the one and only King Jesus. The Rev. Dr.
Shirlyn Henry Brown Shirlyn was from Odessa,
Delaware and raised in Dover, Delaware. She
completed her Bachelors and Masters degrees at
Kansas State University where she began her journey
into student leadership, visioning, training and
implementing programs, using her creative strengths.
She accepted her call to ministry in the Peninsula-
Delaware Conference at Lee Haven UMC and
Whatcoat UMC. Shirlyn received her M.Div. from
Palmer Theological Seminary in PA in 2005 and her
D.Min. at Wesley Theological Seminary in
Washington, DC in 2011. Theatre and the arts have
always been a teaching instrument in her call to
ministry. With over twenty years of experience in
Higher Education and community outreach, Shirlyn has a passion for serving the Creator
in new and innovative ministries; while building on the firm foundation in Jesus Christ, the
Lord. Dr. Brown was ordained as Elder in 2008. As a pastor, she has been responsible for
leading her congregations inmaking disciples for JesusChrist. She has been a servant leader-
shepherd as a minister of campus outreach at Whatcoat, as student pastor at Mt. Pleasant/
Quindocqua and as senior pastor at both Mt. Zion/St. James and Mt. Calvary/Hurlock
As the Director of Connectional Ministries the conference resource team has increased

our ministries in several areas; a Small Membership Church training, a Local Pastor
Licensing School and a Growing & Gathering Together for African American Pastors. In
addition Dr. Brown has presented at The Fellowship of United Methodist Music and
Worship Arts 2013 Conference on “Drama as a Bridge to Diversity”, the design team for
the 2014, “Rt. 122 – Discern, Develop and Send” Conference and serves as the Vice Chair
to the Northeast Jurisdiction Director of Connectional Ministries group.
Shirlyn has one daughter, Angel and a son-in-lawMichael, a step-daughter TiffanyDraper

and four grandchildren Moira and Brendan Heinz, Indya and Omar Draper. As a mom,
grandmother, pastor and friend, Pastor B believes in her heart that - "It is not about us, but
all about God!" Her favorite scripture is Acts 11:15-17, “And as I began to speak, the Holy
Spirit fell upon them, as uponus at the beginning. Then I remembered thewordof theLord,
how He said, ‘John indeed baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy
Spirit.’ If therefore God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed on the
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could withstand God?”

BISHOP ANNOUNCES NEW EASTON DISTRICT SUP.

Rev. Dr. Shirlyn Henry Brown
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PASTOR'S MESSAGE

WEEKLY INCOME
Date Attendance Plate Pledge Total
12/7 49 $388.00 $980.00 $1,368.00
12/14 62 $478.31 $1,181.00 $1,659.31
12/21 72 $692.00 $830.00 $1,522.00
12/24 91 $367.20 $190.00 $557.20
12/28 32 $1,377.00 $570.00 $1,947.00

Required Income (5 weeks @ $1450 per week): $7,200 Actual Income: $7,053.51
Avg. Attendance: 51 Avg. Weekly Income: $1,258.25 Per Capita Income: $24.75

At Home
Betty Hinnershitz (410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655

Gloria Trice (410-673-7339)
21850 Water St

Preston, MD 21655

At Nursing Homes
Tharon Harrington

The Pines
610 Dutchmans Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Doug Prothero
The Pines, Room #406

Virginia Quinton
610 Dutchman's Lane

Room 319B
Easton, MD 21601

Out of Town
John Legates
505 Academy St.

Cambridge, MD 21613

CIRCLE OF CONCERN
The gifts are all unwrapped. The cookies are depleting in number each day. The

special meals are part of history. The things that seem to have increased instead of
decreasing are the pounds on the scale. We have completed another holiday season
and we are welcoming a new year. What will you do with the gift of this new
beginning?
God is a God of light. God is good. When we followGod, we are not guaranteed

aperfect life or onewithout trouble. Wehave great hopes for this year, but nomatter
what the year holds God will be with us. In fact Jesus tells us that we will have times
of trouble. Even in these times, we don’t have to walk in the dark.
Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, “I am the light of the world. If you

follow me, you won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will have the light that
leads to life” (John 8:12).
2015 will be a year of many different things. It will have times of joy and laughter

as well as sadness and tears. We will climb mountains and experience the height of
excitement yet we will find times of disappointment. This is life! It brings us both
the good and bad.
The difference for us, the followers of Christ, is that we have “the light that leads

to life.” This is what brings us great hope and joy. This is not just true of the
individual, but of the body of Christ as well. This year let us journey together as
children of the light. Commit to pray for one another and lift each other up.
Consider joining a Bible study and growing in your understanding of the Word.
Celebrate our Lord together as we gather for worship weekly.
It is a brand new year. Each new beginning is a gift. What will we do with this

gift, Bethesda? This year wewill have been inministry for 230 years here in Preston,
Maryland. Let us continue to shine the light of Christ as we turn and face the future!

Pastor Karen

This means that anyone who belongs
to Christ has become a new person.
The old life is gone; a new life has

begun!
~ 2 Corinthians 5:17 ~

I would like to thank my wonderful
church family at Bethesda for your most
generous gift at Christmas. I consider
myself very blessed to be serving with and
alongside each of you. It is a true joy forme
and our family. We appreciate your love
and support.

Pastor Karen and Family

"To read a poem in January is as lovely
as to go for a walk in June."

Jean-Paul Sartre (1905-1980)

NOTE OF THANKS
Thanks are due once again to Biskach

Produce of Secretary for their generous
donation of apples and oranges for our
Christmas Eve goody bags. The Biskach
family has provided us with free produce
for many years now, and we really
appreciate their thoughtfulness.Need fruit?
They can be reached at 6372 Suicide Bridge
Rd, Hurlock, MD 21643, or at
410-943-3151.Thanks also toKayFairbank
for gathering the candy and fruit for us!

BISKACH THANKS
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This article is clipped from page one of the
January 26, 1945 issue of the Denton
Journal. It is the first in a series of such
reprints, all taken from news reports about
Bethesda from down through the years.

In October, Bethesda will celebrate 230
years of continuous service to the Preston
community. These reprints are an appetizer
for the anniversary celebration that will take
place. Mark your calendars for Sunday,
October 18!

In the meantime, theHistory andArchives
Committee appeals to all readers to have a
look around their attics for all those long-lost
Bethesda relics.We are always on the lookout
for old bulletins, newsletters, records, pictures,
and other artifacts that could fill in the large
gaps in the church archive. If you have an item,
we are happy to accept originals, but will make
copies if you prefer. Please get in touch at
ericacheezum@verizon.net.

RING OUT, WILD BELLS

Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky,
The flying cloud, the frosty light:
The year is dying in the night;

Ring out, wild bells, and let him die.

Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow:
The year is going, let him go;

Ring out the false, ring in the true.

Ring out the grief that saps the mind,
For those that here we see no more;
Ring out the feud of rich and poor,
Ring in redress to all mankind.

Ring out a slowly dying cause,
And ancient forms of party strife;
Ring in the nobler modes of life,
With sweeter manners, purer laws.

Ring out the want, the care, the sin,
The faithless coldness of the times;

Ring out, ring out my mournful rhymes,
But ring the fuller minstrel in.

Ring out false pride in place and blood,
The civic slander and the spite;
Ring in the love of truth and right,
Ring in the common love of good.

Ring out old shapes of foul disease;
Ring out the narrowing lust of gold;
Ring out the thousand wars of old,
Ring in the thousand years of peace.

Ring in the valiant man and free,
The larger heart, the kindlier hand;
Ring out the darkness of the land,
Ring in the Christ that is to be.

From In Memoriam A.H.H. (1849),
by Alfred, Lord Tennyson (1809-1892)

MANY THANKS!

FLASHBACK: REPRINTS FROM BETHESDA'S PAST

Bethesda has received numerous thank you notes relating to our various missions and community work in
the last couple months. The following is a digest of that correspondence:

STOCKINGS FOR SOLDIERS
"Thanks to your kindness, we are able to bring much happiness and holiday cheer to so
many of our wonderful deployed troops. You have helped us to let them know that we
are thinking of them while they are in harm's way. THANK YOU for your thoughtful
donations."

Judy Travis, Project Founder & Coordinator
CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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OnDecember 21, Rev. Handy, Alyson andChris Farnell, and I went to the
Easton Wal-Mart and distributed free, homemade cookies to shoppers in
order to spread a little Christmas cheer. We gave out 200 bags in about an
hour!Mostpeoplewerehappy to receive the cookies, althoughmanybelieved
the bags were on sale, or required a donation.When one couple was told they
were free, they responded, "Well, that's original!" In what is, perhaps, a sad
commentary on our times, one man applauded our efforts, and confided in
us that "people are suspicious of the Christmas spirit these days." We were
thus delighted to receive a note fromMr. andMrs. JohnGaldieri, of Chester,
Maryland, including the followingmessage: "'Thank you' somuch for the gift
of home-made cookies, as we exited the Walmart Store in Easton. What a
beautiful expression of love and giving this holiday season."

Eric Cheezum

TheWomen of Bethesda held their annual Christmas party again this year at
Helen Fletcher's house, on December 18. We enjoyed a covered dish
luncheon, playing games and opening our gifts. It was a time of fun and
fellowshipwith the fourteen attendees.Helen said thiswouldbe the last party
that she would be hosting, so we have to find another place to have it next
year. We want to thank Helen for the many years that she has so graciously
opened her home to us.

Donna Lane

COOKIE DISTRIBUTION

Clockwise from lower left: Donna Lane,
Catherine Wright, Goldie Boone, Brenda
Baker, Carol Miller, Kay Fairbank,
DorisGerlach,Gloria Truitt, Isabel
Brannock, Karen Handy,
WandaProthero,ErisRima,
Shirley Bennett, Helen
Fletcher

W.O.B. CHRISTMAS PARTYMANY THANKS! (cont.)
BRIGHTER CHRISTMAS FUND
"On Behalf of those helped by The Brighter Christmas
Fund, we would like to thank you for your generous
donation of $300.00. In this, our thirtieth year, we are
overwhelmed with the generosity of our readers. This
unselfish givinghas enabledus tohelp thousandsof those
in need over the past twenty-nine years. We are grateful
for your support, and we hope you have a happy, healthy
new year."

Kim Whiteley
Administrative Assistant

to the Brighter Christmas Fund

BOARD OF CHILD CARE
"Thank you for the very generous donation for Jaicerius.
He was thrilled with his presents. You are a true blessing
to us and the youth that we serve."

Karen McGee, Director (Denton Campus)

"Thank you for your generous gift[s].... The strength of our
agency relies on individuals like you who share in our
ministry and believe in our mission. The support from
you and so many others is the reason the Board of Child
Care has continually served the community since 1874.
Over the years, we have been blessed with the financial
means to not only provide a safe home for children, but
also evolve and expand our services to youth and
families....Our care for children and youth starts at the
beginning as a toddler and continues through their young
adulthood. From the parent who need a quality child cre
program for their toddler, to children needing out-of-
homeresidential care, ourdedicatedprofessional staff are
ready to meet the full range of children's needs. In all of
our programs, our goal is the same – to give every child
the opportunity to become independent, successful, and
confident. Again, I thank you for you generosity and
support...."
Laurie Anne Spagnola, President (Baltimore Campus)
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TROLLING THE ANCIENT YULETIDE CAROLS

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

Pictures from Christmas Eve service, clockwise from top left: Dennis Baker (far right) presents staff – left to right: Kari Farnell, Rev. Handy, Guy Lowry – with
Christmas bonuses; The McMahan family – from left: Kai, Karli, Cameron, and David – lights the Advent Wreath; Cameron sings "Mary, Did You Know?";
Mary Cheezum opens a gift presented to her by Chase Handy as part of the TGIT Christmas play; The TGIT kids sing "Happy Birthday, Jesus" – from left:
Kai McMahan, Chase Handy, Carolyn Handy, Anna Carmean, Violet Cheezum, Emma Carmean, Karli McMahan, Jill Cheezum, Sophie Duvall, Sue
Cheezum, Jonathan Wheedleton, and Emilee Cohee.

Bethesda again went caroling around Preston this
year, on the evening ofDecember 14.Afterwards,
the group enjoyed cookies and hot chocolate at the
church. We are obliged to Chris Handy for
lending a trailer and driving us around town.
From left: Brian Carmean, Christian Handy,
Eric Cheezum, Nancy Seaman, Chase Handy,
Jill Cheezum, Sue Cheezum, Beth Carmean,
Emma Carmean, Violet Cheezum, Victoria
Miller, Anna Carmean, CarolynHandy, Carol
Miller, and Karen Handy.

NOTE OF THANKS
Many thanks to everyone who made

donations to the Board of Child Care
and Preston Elemntary School. Ours is
a very generous congregation!



P.O. BOX 147
PRESTON, MD 21655

Visit us online at PrestonBethesdaUMC.org!
“Like” us on Facebook at

www.facebook.com/PrestonBethesdaUMC

Seeking , Feeding , Sending , Leading


