
Do you know someone who
graduated in the Fall 2013
semester, or will do so this
spring? Bethesda would like
to honor graduates at a

forthcoming service. Names of high school
graduatesmay be given toDonnaLane, and
names of higher education graduates may
be given to Eric Cheezum.
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Bethesda will participate in the 2014
"Change theWorld" event in the first half of
May. Over the weekend of May 17-18, the
whole Methodist church will join together
in localmissionswork.Aspart of this effort,
Bethesda will collect items for the residents
of the St. Martin’s House. From the St.
Martin's website: In June of 1993, Saint
Martin’s House opened its doors as a transitional
residence where homeless women and children could
work towards self-sufficiency in a safe and stable
environment. During its 17 years of service, the
House has been home to more than 600 women and
children. The average cost of housing residents in a
one-year period is $55,000. The staff assists women
in teaching/nurturing skills for parenting,
budgeting, and household management, in addition
to providing counseling services and helping them to
prepare for theirGED, enroll in college courses, and
find employment and permanent housing
(stmartinsministries.org/wordpress/?p=159).

Following is a list of items that you can
consider donating. We will collect them
through Sunday, May 18, when they will be

blessed and then delivered to St. Martin’s
House.

Paper Towels
Toilet Paper

Cleaning Supplies
Feminine Hygiene Products

Bandaids
Digital Thermometers
Adult Tylenol/Ibuprofen

Children’s Tylenol/Ibuprofen
Neosporin
Pillows

Towels/Bathroom sets (wash cloths,
hand and bath towels)
Twin/Full Sheet Sets
Window Blinds
Window Curtains
Curtain Rods

Toiletries (hypoallergenic body wash,
shampoo, moisturizer, wipes, toothpaste,

dental floss)
Disposable diapers in all sizes especially

size 4 and 5
Gently used bikes (children 2-wheelers)

and bike helmets
Umbrellas

Radio alarm clocks
Walmart or Food Lion gift cards
Housewares ( dishes, flatware)

Outdoor furnishings (table and chairs
School supply items (notebooks,

pencils, ruled paper, crayons, glue sticks,
hand sanitizer, backpacks, etc.)

NEWS BRIEFS
On Sunday, May 11 Bethesda
will take a special offering to
support UMCOR relief
efforts in the wake of the

recent tornado damage in the Southeast.
UMCOR is the relief arm of the Methodist
Church; all donationsgodirectly to itswork.
Checks may be made payable to "Bethesda
UMC"with "TornadoRelief" as thememo.
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The audience and I are friends. They
allowed me to grow up with them. I've
let them down several times. They've let
me down several times. But we're all

family.

Mickey Rooney (1920-2014)

PASTOR'S MESSAGE

WEEKLY INCOME
Date Attendance Plate Pledge Total
4/6 48 $456.52 $900.00 $1,356.52
4/13 49 $591.00 $1,055.00 $1,646.00
4/20 89 $665.00 $1,075.00 $1,740.00
4/27 40 $551.00 $750.00 $1,301.00

Required Income (4 weeks @ $1450 per week): $5,800 Actual Income: $6,043.52
Avg. Attendance: 56 Avg. Weekly Income: $1,344.58 Per Capita Income: $23.85

At Home
Betty Hinnershitz (410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655

Gloria Trice (410-673-7339)
21850 Water St

Preston, MD 21655

At Nursing Homes
Tharon Harrington

The Pines
610 Dutchmans Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
Caroline Nursing Home

Room B104
520 Kerr Ave.

Denton, Md. 21629

Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD 21601

Out of Town
John Legates
505 Academy St.

Cambridge, MD 21613

William Evey
28 Adamsville Road
Colrain, MA 01340

CIRCLE OF CONCERN
I am sitting at my desk reflecting on the

last few weeks, and I am reminded again of
how great our God is! So many things that
have been happening and doors that are
being opened which places me in a state of
awe! Have you ever just stopped for a few
moments and really reflected on all the
things happening around you? Do you stop
and take account of places that God’s hand
can be clearly seen in your life (of course in
the 20/20 vision of hindsight)?

This is a lesson that I can learn fromPaul.
His letters to the church startwith aword of
praise. Ephesians 1:3 says, “Praise be to the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us in the heavenly realms
with every spiritual blessing in Christ.” We
are blessed people, but often we miss it.
Thisoccursmostly aswe forget to takenote.

Keeping this in mind, I wanted to stop
with you and praise God for His many
blessing here at Bethesda:

• The incredible success of the Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Dinner (even if it was a
week late due to the weather).

• We had two Bible and book studies
completed this spring with Job and 24
Hours that Changed theWorld. We had 20
or more people involved in these studies.

• Another semester of TGIT was
completed. It is amazing to hear some of
the things these kids are learning. Seeds are
being planted and God is at work in these
precious children.

• We have six students involved in a
confirmation class that will confirm soon.

• God is making a way for us to obtain
more parking and take care of our furnace
issues.

• We celebratedHolyWeek and Easter
in a meaningful way!

• ComingMay18,wewill have a service
to honor and thank our faithful servants of
the fire and rescue company here in
Preston. It will include a service and
luncheon afterwards.

These successes are only the beginning.
Take time to share your personal and
congregational praise with one another. At
the same time, pray that God will continue
to work among his people at Bethesda
UMC. We are reminded, “With man this is
impossible, but with God all things are
possible (Matthew 19:26).

Pastor Karen

My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I
who live, but Christ lives in me. So I live in this earthly body
by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave

himself for me. (Galatians 2:20)

They do so much for
our community…
will you be a part of

thanking and praying over our fire and
rescue department members in Preston?
We will begin in worship together on May
18 during our regular 10:15 a.m. worship
service. Following the service,wewill have
a covered dish luncheon. The Women of
Bethesda will provide meats and dessert.
They ask the congregation to bring
vegetables and other side dishes. This is a
great opportunity to also invite your friends
who may want to thank our men and
women who serve our community
sacrificially.

SERVICE TO HONOR
FIRE & RESCUE, MAY 18
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Genesee, in her own little imperfect words,
began singing a song she learned from her
mommy, called Jesus Loves Me.
"Jesuth love me, thith I know, fortha

Bible tell me tho!"
Grandma Lynn found herself

remembering the song from her own
childhood, and before long they were both
singing it at the top of their voices.
Suddenly Grandma Lynn looked around

the park and saw the beauty of the brown
leaves and the lonely blackbird. She began
to feel exhilarated by the cold air. The bare
trees and dead grass took on a serene glow
as the sunbegan topeep through theclouds,
filtering beams of light through the gray,
low hanging limbs,
Grandmother and grand daughter ended

up having a wonderful time. They sang,
laughed, and played hide and seek behind
trees. They crumbled up goldfish crackers
for the pitiful blackbird andwatched in glee
as he flew down to eat. Grandma Lynn
became a child again as she began to see the
world through the eyes of her grand
daughter, and it was beautiful.
After a while Grandma Lynn said it was

time for lunch, and Genesee was ready for
hot soup and peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches.
"Bye-bye, pritty boid!"Geneseewaved to

the blackbird that was now back in the tree
and chirping happily.
Grandma Lynn smiled and hugged her

precious grand daughter and thought, "Yes,
Jesus loves me!"

By Lynn Gipson
Reprinted from the Talbot Guide; submitted by a
reader.
"Gramma Lynn, go to pock?" two year

oldGenesee asked. Shewas stayingwithher
grandmother for the day while her mommy
had some much needed time to herself.
Genesee knew there was a beautiful
playground park full of trees and swing sets
two blocks away. Going there was her
favorite thing to do when she came to visit.
"It's pretty cold outside,Genesee, are you

sure you want to go today?"
"Yeth!"
"Okay, let's just get your coat, gloves, and

hat on," Grandma Lynn sighed.
Grandma Lynnwould rather do anything

but go to the park in this moming. Her
arthritis was acting up and she would much
rather stay in the warmth of her home, but
Genesee had a certain way with her
grandmother.
When both of them were bundled up to

the hilt, they started out for the playground.
Genesee stopped to look at every little thing
with great interest. She spied a rock, a piece
of string, a neighborhood cat. Everything
caught her attention. She seemed oblivious
to the cold.GrandmaLynnherself seriously
doubted her decision to come out by the
time they got there, but her grand daughter
was enjoying herself immensely.
Picking up a brown leaf, Genesee held it

out to her and said, "Pritty!' Her
grandmother saw nothing pretty about a
brown dead leaf but kindly said, "Yes, it is!"
A loneblackbird apparently not invited to

fly south alongwith his friends sat on a limb
in a tree, chirping mournfully. Genesee,
who loved birds, said, "Look, Gramma
Lynn, pritty boid!"
"Pretty bird, Genesee," Grandma Lynn

corrected. She saw nothing particularly
pretty about the scraggly looking bird,
either.
"Yeth, pritty boid!"
Genesee ran to a swing and sat down,

waving for her grandmother to come along
withher.GrandmaLynn strappedher in the
child's swing seat and silently wished to go
home.
"Puth, Gramma Lynn!"
Grandma Lynn pushed the swing while

May 2, 2014marks 200 years since the death
of Bishop Thomas Coke. After meeting with
Francis Asbury at Barratt's Chapel, in
Frederica, Delaware, in November 1784,
Coke and Asbury laid the foundations of the
Methodist Church in America. According to
theBarratt'swebsite, "A star in the floor of the
Chapel commemorates this historic meeting.
During this service the sacraments of baptism
and communion were administered for the
first time by ordained Methodist clergy." As a
result of this meeting, the famous "Christmas
Conference" took place in Baltimore in 1784,
and the American Methodist church began.

JESUS LOVESME!

THOMAS COKE ANNIVERSARY

EGGS APLENTY!

Trinity UMC, in East New Market, sponsored
its annual Easter Egg Hunt this year on April
12. Around 900 eggs were hidden on the church
grounds, and a grand time was had by all!
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IN MEMORIAM – ROBERTMCCONNELL
RobertEdwardMcConnell, formerlyofFederalsburg andPreston,
died on April 13, 2014 at Caroline Nursing Home, Denton, MD.
He was 90.

Born in FederalsburgMaryland onMarch 29, 1924, he was the son
of the late Dr. Dufferin McConnell and Katherine Kingan
McConnell.

He graduated from Federalsburg High School. He was inducted
into the US Army on March 31, 1943. During his service time, he
served in action in the Rhineland in central Europe. He was a
communication chief, sergeant first class. He earned the Army
OccupationMetal inGermany, theAmericanTheaterRibbon, and
theEuropeanAfricanMiddleEasternTheaterRibbon. WorldWar

Two Victory Ribbon, and the Good Conduct Metal. He was honorably discharged on
September 24, 1946 Hewas again called to duty during theKoreanConflict and served state
side.

He attendedBlissElectrical School to become an electrician. He startedworking forHarper
Electrical inHurlock,CarolineFarms and later forM&MRefrigeration inFederalsburg. He
retired in 2002.

He was a charter member of the VFW Post #5246, and member of the Hurlock American
Legion Post #243. He was active for many years in the Boy Scouts, a scout master of the
PrestonTroop#461. Hewas an avid reader, sailor, and lovedworking inhis garden. Always
at work on one project or another.

He is survived by two children, four step-children, and their families. He was preceded in
death by one sister, Nancy Prouse, and two brothers, John McConnell and James
McConnell.

Serviceswere held Friday, April 18, 2014 at 12 p.m. at theEastern ShoreVeteransCemetery,
Hurlock, MD with the Reverend Denzil T. Cheek Officiating.

In lieu of flowers, donationsmaybemade to theBoyScoutTroop461, 2694ChoptankMain
St., Preston, MD 21655.

We have some students that will be
attending a life changing mission trip this
summer. Christian and Collin Handy will
be heading to Albany, NY for a week long
work camp with YouthWork Camps. This
mission trip brings about 400-500 students
fromdifferent parts of the country together
to serve the community. Some of the jobs
being completed will be building decks,
ramps, fences, doing interior carpentry,
painting houses, and other home repair
projects.
Tohelpwith the cost of the trip, the youth

are selling stocks. For just $25 per share,
you will be helping our youth and the adult
volunteers grow in their faith by serving
those in need, and 100%of themoney does
directly to costs. Each stock holder is
invited to a Mission Trip Appreciation
Dinner which will be held on August 10th

from 5-7 pm at Gethsemane UMC
(Reliance, DE) this year. You will not be
investing in your retirement; instead, you
are investing in the spiritual growth of these
youth!
Guy Lowry is also participating in a

mission trip to Manassas, VA with the
youth from Unity-Washington. They will
be serving during the week of July 27th -
August 1st. It is called Week of Hope. It is
also through Group Mission Trips.
Keep an eye out as there are a few other

mission opportunities that are developing.
We want to encourage and celebrate the
ways those associated with Bethesda are
stepping out and becoming the hands and
feet of Christ.
Colossians 3:17 - And whatever you do in word

or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks through Him to God the Father.

MISSION TRIP NEWS

WEDDING BELLS
ARE RINGING!

Congratulations to Dennis and
BrendaBaker,whoweremarriedon
Saturday, April 19. Bethesda offers
its best wishes to the couple as they
embark on their new life together.There will be a Safe Sanctuaries training at

St. Paul's UMC in Cambridge on May 31,
from 10am to noon. Rev. Handy is
encouraging the leadership of the church,
and all those who work with children at
TGIT and at the church generally, to attend
this important training session. If you plan
to take part, please let her know by May 18.

SAFE SANCTUARIES
TRAINING
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In 1 Samuel 17, young David stepped up
to the brutal task of fighting the giant
Goliath with only a sling, five stones, and
FAITH in God. His faithful response
positively changed the course of history for
the Israelites. The sling and stones were
tools hewas skilled in using, but his FAITH
and COURAGE enabled him to overcome
the biggest challenge facing the Israelites.
Our Stewardship theme this year

embraces the faith and courage of David.
The five stones, in addition to being the
source that enabled David to conquer the
giant, also represent the
“rocks” (foundation) of our discipleship:
Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service, and
Witness. As Christians, we are blessed with
many gifts, but our greatest gift is that God
is with us as we overcome our challenges,
just as he was with David.

As United Methodists, our lives are
enriched as we respond in faith through the
promiseswemake to support our churchby
Praying, being Present, Giving, Serving,
and Witnessing.
We will begin a new sermon series on

these commitments looking each week at a
different aspect.
In 2014, it is our hope and prayer that the

“Five Stones” perspective of Stewardship
will become a part of everyone’s Christian
discipleship. May we all embrace these five
promises, grow in our faith and courage to
overcome the challenges and obstacles that
distract us from keeping those promises,
and continue to be called, transformed and
empowered to live like Jesus.

Pastor Karen

STEWARDSHIP 2014 A Methodist Poem – Author Unknown
This is my church

It is composed of people like me.
We make it what it is.

It will be friendly — if I am.
Its pews will be filled — if I help fill them.

It will do great work — if I work.
It will make generous gifts to many causes — if I am a generous giver.

It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship — if I invite and bring them.
It will be a Church of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a Church with a

noble spirit — if I, who make it what it is, am filled with these.
Therefore, with the help of God, I shall dedicate myself to the task of being all the

things that I want my Church to be.

TGIT IS OUT FOR THE SUMMER!

TGIT closed out another semester onApril 24with some "class pictures."Top, from left, are students:Emma
Carmean, Kasey Wright, Chase, Collin, & Carolyn Handy, Tom Cheezum, Karli McMahan, Cameron
McMahan, Violet & Jill Cheezum, Victoria Miller, Sue Cheezum, and Anna Carmean. Not pictured:
Cris, Hunter, and Ella Guerra. Bottom, from left, are staff: Rev. Handy, Chris Farnell, Mary Cheezum,
BethCarmean,CarolMiller, BrianCarmean,LindaPrager,GuyLowry,DonnaLane,&EricCheezum.
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PRESTON COMMUNITY CLUB FASHION SHOW

The Preston Community Club held its annual fashion show on Saturday, April 12. Many of Bethesda's women are members of the club, and Rev. Handy (above),
Nancy Bayne, Carol Miller, and Dottie Wright served as models! At right: an exhibit of fashion through the years. Pictures courtesy of Dottie Wright.

The Kenny and Midge Lane house,
just east of Preston Ford on Main
Street, was demolished on May 1. The
house had been derelict for some time
until its purchase recently by David
Wilson. The house was quite old, and
the rear portion was probably built
after 1860 by Robert Bland. In 1879
the house was sold to Harriett R.
Dennis, who probably built the front
wingof thehouse.Thehouseoncehad
a front porch with built-in seating
facing ontoMain Street.Harriett's son,
Jesse T.Dennis, became amajor figure
in the life of Preston. He ran a dry

goods store in the building next to Preston Ford that is currently a consignment shop, and
several other businesses in town. Around 1915 he built the house owned until recently by
Bill and Christine Rieck. Dennis married Belle Harrison, who
was a sister to CharlesHarrison andEllaHarrison, and hewas
deeply involved at Bethesda (Mitchell, PH, passim). The
Lanes bought the house in the 1950s, and the family is well
remembered in the community. Midge, whose proper name
wasEffieMarian,was a beloved figure in Preston. Sheworked
at Cosden's grocery store (now Shore Stop), and knew
everybody in town. When she passed away in 1995,
Framptom's Funeral Home, which handled the services,
overflowed with people coming to pay their respects.

SAYING GOODBYE TO THE LANE HOUSE

The Lane House in the winter of 2014. Photo included by
kind permission of Minia Nowottnick.

Midge Lane in 1988

ONE DAY SERVICE
Some of Bethesda's youth participated in
the Peninsula-Delaware Conference's One
Day Service Project on April 5. Groups
worked around Cape Henlopen State Park
on jobs that included beach cleanup,
painting, and caring for the youth camps.
Youth groups from all four districts were
present and shared in work, worship, and
play. Itwas agreat day sharing andcaring for
God's creation. Below: Cameron McMahan
picks up trash on the the beach.
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REFLECTIONS OF LINCHESTERMILLPOND
This spring marks thirty-five years since the final failure of the dam at Linchester pond. Pictures clockwise from top
left: A shot of the dam from the winter of 1924, provided byMrs. Vera Rieck.Mrs. Rieck, who grew up at Linchester,

and whose father tended
the mill for a few years in
the 1920s, says, "One of
my nicest memories of the
mill was in themid-30's in
the spring of the year, with
the profusion of violets that
bloomed along the bank by
the water wheel. It's a
shame that color film and
digital cameras were not
available at that time."At
right: an article from the
March 8, 1979News&
Farmer, announcing the
loss of the dam. Little did
anyone know then that the
pond would never be
restored. Bottom:
"Beautiful Lake
Linchester" captured on
film by the Baltimore
Sun in July 1938.
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