
July 12's car wash in support of the
youth mission trip to Cherokee,
North Carolina was very successful,
and with donations from the
congregation the next day brought in
almost $750! The youth wish to thank
the community and the church for
their support and generosity.

Hunter Guerra pauses, mid-wash, to
smile for the camera
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Since next week is the
PeachFestival, here are a
few reminders:
• We hope that you

have been busy selling
tickets for the chicken
platters at $9.00 apiece.
You will get half a
chicken, potato salad,
'jazzy' baked beans, and
a roll. Troy Brooks will
be grilling again this year,
and some platters will be
ready by 10:00 a.m. for
early pick-up. There will
be extra platters for sale
if you don't have a ticket,
but reserving a ticket will
ensure that youwill have a
dinner waiting for you.
• Check out the recipes printed on page 9, or look for your own to bake some peach

cobblers, pies, cakes, etc. The shoppers come early looking for the baked peachy items. We
need to fill up three tables, so if you are able, please consider making several desserts.
• If you haven't signed up yet to help, we still need your help! We are going to have shifts

so everybody can get a break to eat and shop and visit. If you can volunteer a couple of hours
that day, we can find a spot for you. We could also use help setting up the night before.
• We are running out of parking space at the firehouse. The Boys Scouts have given us

permission to park on the other side of their building beside the railroad tracks. If you could
unload your things at the firehouse and then park over there, that will give the customers
more places to park. Just remember that there are trucks at thewarehouse, so be sure to park
where you won't be in their way.

MISSION TRIP & CARWASH NEWS

IT'S PEACH FESTIVAL TIME AGAIN!

The Activities Committee, from left: Helen Fletcher, Bill Bennett, Shirley
Bennett, Donna Lane, Isabel Brannock, Kay Fairbank, Shirley Pryor
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"The lamps are going out all over
Europe. We shall not see them lit again

in our lifetime."

British Foreign Secretary Sir Edward
Grey (1862-1933),

reflecting upon the start of the First
World War, on August 3, 1914 – the day

before Britain entered the war.

PASTOR'S MESSAGE

WEEKLY INCOME
Date Attendance Plate Pledge Total
7/6 47 $591.00 $575.00 $1,166.00
7/13 50 $410.00 $755.00 $1,165.00
7/20 37 $734.00 $445.00 $1,179.00
7/27 34 $507.00 $640.00 $1,147.00

Required Income (4 weeks @ $1450 per week): $5,800.00 Actual Income: $4,657.00
Avg. Attendance: 52 Avg. Weekly Income: $1,305.92 Per Capita Income: $24.95

At Home
Betty Hinnershitz (410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655

Gloria Trice (410-673-7339)
21850 Water St

Preston, MD 21655

At Nursing Homes
Tharon Harrington

The Pines
610 Dutchmans Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
610 Dutchman's Lane

Room 319B
Easton, MD 21601

Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD 21601

Out of Town
John Legates
505 Academy St.

Cambridge, MD 21613

CIRCLE OF CONCERN
For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies,

For the love which from our birth over and around us lies;
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

I was reminded of these words, from the hymn "For the Beauty of the Earth," as I sat and
watched a storm approach Camp Pecometh recently. The storm did not concern me, but
I was struck by the beauty of what was approaching. The sun was setting, so there were
melon-red colors filling it. This was in contrast to the dark clouds above it.
Camp Pecometh is a special place – one in which you can easily connect with God and

creation. When you are there you seem to find time to stop and notice the beauty that is
around you. If you have not had a chance to visit Camp Pecometh, please do. It is remote,
and there God’s presence is apparent and tangible.
This is especially true of the Galilean service that is held on Thursday night. Each camper

is invited to share, or give testimony of, what the week had meant to them. Honestly, some
of the responses brought me to tears. Later, the campers light a candle from the Christ
candle, shining their light in the world. Often these candles are placed on the Chester River
and float out. The Thursday night that I was present, we had to bring the kids inside due to
another storm approaching. As they lit their candles, they were placed on the floor in the
fellowship hall. They were soon forming the symbol of the cross. It was amazing to see the
light grow in the room as more campers lit their candles. They were shining brightly!
We have seen large moons, incredible shows of lightning, gorgeous sunsets, andmore, in

these summer months. Take time to take in the beauty all around you. Thank God for His
creation!
So let us sing of the glory of God. Let us declare as the psalmist:

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Sing to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day.
Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.

Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it.
Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them; let all the trees of the forest sing for joy.
Let all creation rejoice before the Lord, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in his faithfulness.

Pastor Karen

So get rid of all the filth and evil in
your lives, and humbly accept the word
God has planted in your hearts, for it
has the power to save your souls.

~ James 1:21 ~

The annual church picnic will be on Sunday, August 10, after service. It will be in the yard
next to the parking lot and there will be plenty of shade. Since everyone will be tired from
thePeachFestival,wewill not be asking anyone tobring a covereddish.Wearebuying extras
whenwe purchase for the festival.We are planning to have hot dogs and hamburgers on the
grill and we still need someone to take care of the grilling. If you would like to have that job,
please contact Donna Lane. Please bring a chair and sit back and enjoy good fellowship.

CHURCH PICNIC INFORMATION
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Mary Emily Lane of Preston passed away on Friday, July 4, 2014, at UMSMC at Easton. She
was 93.
Shewas bornNov. 29, 1920, inBarneck,Dorchester County, the daughter of the lateGeorge

Keyes Vickers and Emily LeCompte Spedden Vickers. Her husband, Joseph Milton Lane,
preceded her in death on July 24, 1996.
She worked at the former Preston Trucking as mail clerk for 22 years. She also had worked

at Leggetts in Cambridge as shoe buyer, the former Cambridge Bakery, Preston Post Office,
and as cafeteriamanager at PrestonElementary School. Shewas amember of BethesdaUnited
Methodist Church in Preston. Mary enjoyed cooking and loved her family.
She is survived by her daughter, Emily Jo Blades and her husbandRobertD., with whom she

hadmade her home; devoted grandson, Robert “Brent” Blades of Preston; beloved dogBingo;
several nieces and nephews; sister-in-law, Charlotte Vickers of Hurlock; and cousins, Walter
Vickers and Robert Vickers, both of Cambridge. In addition to her parents and husband, she
was preceded in death by four siblings, BrattonVickers, SarahDayton, Gordon L. Vickers and
Harold Vickers.
Funeral serviceswereheldonWednesday, July9, 2014, at 11:00a.m. at theFramptomFuneral

Home, with the Rev. Nevin Crouse officiating. Interment followed in Junior Order Cemetery
in Preston. Donations may be made in her memory to the Preston Volunteer Fire Company,
PO Box 44, Preston, MD 21655.

IN MEMORIAM: MARY LANE

INMEMORIAM:WILLIAM EVEY
William Marlin Evey, 87, Preston, passed away peacefully on July 7, 2014.
He graduated from Bellefonte High School in PA. He was granted early released from

school in his senior year in order to joinWorldWar II as amember of the ArmyAir Force.
He faithfully and proudly served for two years in China, Burma, and India.
Upon his return he received his BS degree in Secondary Education in 1951 from

Mansfield State College, Mansfield, PA. Additionally he furthered his education by doing
graduate work at the University of Maryland, University of Delaware, and Penn State.
He moved to Preston in 1952 and began teaching at Preston School as a Social Studies

teacher. He spent a total of 28 years working for Caroline County Public Schools as a
teacher, counselor, and Vice-Principal.
He opened a Radio & TV repair service in Preston in 1954. Eveys TV & Appliance

continued to operate for 50 years.
He was elected to the Provident State Bank Board of Directors in January of 1978. He

was elected Chairman of the Board in February of 1984. He continued to serve as the
Chairman until his retirement from the board in March 2001.
He was a faithful member of Bethesda United Methodist Church. He was active at the

church as a trustee and served as chairman on various committees. He had been amember
of the Easton Memorial Hospital Advisory Board and the Preston Lions Club.
Williamwas born in Bellefonte, PA. July 18, 1926. Hewas the son of the late JaredUriah

Evey andMinnieArminta (Twitmeyer)Evey. Hewas preceded in death by hiswives,Mary
May Inscho Evey and Joan Collins Evey, his son Marlin, daughter Kathy, and daughter-

in-law Lorna. Also six sisters, Mary, Margaret, Lilae, Blanch, Thelma, and Betty Anne. Three brothers, Henry, Gerald, and Leroy.
He is survived by his brotherGaylord. His children: Susan Slowinski (Michael), Thomas Evey (Cindy), Janice Burt (Greg) and Scott Evey

(Marilyn), and by his son-in-law Keith Christopher, Step-children Donald Nash (Sarah), Brenda DiMillo, Ellen Bates (Jon). Also by his
beloved grandchildren: Elizabeth,AndrewSlowinski, Angela Schatz (John) andNathanBurt, and seven step-grandchildren: Rachel,Gracia,
andDonNash;Miles andAdamDiMillo; andMichelle andMaxwell Bates. Wewould also like to extend a very special thank you to “adopted
children” neighbors Robert and Rosemarie Stacy for the very special care and support they extended to our dad.
A memorial service will be held at Bethesda United Methodist Church in Preston MD, August 23, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. In lieu of flowers,

memorial donations can be made to Bethesda United Methodist Church, PO Box 147, Preston, MD 21655.
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Above: Mary Jane on George Simmons' last day, June 2013. At right: after the church picnic last August.

Some of my earliest memories of Mary Jane were when Tom and I were first married. Occasionally
we visited John andMary Jane, and sometimes went out to dinner with them.We always had a lot fun.
Mary Janewas always very thoughtful and kindhearted. At that time Stewart,Mary Jane’s youngest son,
was working for Tom on the farm. Tom and I suddenly discovered we would have to vacate the small
rancher onChoptankRoad the summer Tom IIwas born, in July 1974.Wewere lucky though, because
Myron andBessieHoffman fromNew Jersey had purchased the Perry Voshell farm onHunting Creek
Road and needed someone to till it. They were going to continue living in New Jersey, and we needed
a house to live in.
The day we moved in, in late September or early October 1974, I will always remember Mary Jane

coming to our new home and bringing a very large plate of Cheeseburgers for everyone to enjoy, and
helping out in the kitchen. There were so many people helping us to get moved and settled in. I really
appreciated her kindness on that day, and have never forgotten her generosity.
The Women of Bethesda recently had their luncheon at Suicide Bridge Restaurant, and this was the

first time I was able to attend.Mary Jane and Joyce Coheewere both sitting across fromme, and I really
enjoyed talking with them that day. I am so thankful I was able to be there since that was the last

luncheonMary Jane attended with theWomen. I shall always remember Mary Jane and the conversations we shared. With fondmemories,
Mary Cheezum

My associationwithMary Jane goes way back. ShewasmyMatron ofHonor whenRobert and
I were married, June 24, 1951. Years went by, both of us taking care of kids and working, she at
C & P Telephone Co. and me at Preston Trucking Co. After the death of first Robert and then
John, we became closer and started going places together, along with Irene, our sister-in-law.We
sharedmany happymoments atOceanCity and Fenwick Island, and also onmany bus trips. The
highlight of our adventures was when we took a trip to Alaska.
Itmust have been devastating to herwhen she had aminor accident and lost her license. That’s

really when I started driving her,mostly toAARP and church. Shewas always readywhen I came
to get her, and always looked both ways when she walked out of her house. I guess she was trying
to see what her boys were doing.
I am so thankful for the happy timeswe spent together. When Iwas searching throughpictures

recently, it occurred to me that in every single picture Mary Jane had that great smile on her face.
She surely was a people person, loved talking to everyone, and could remember everything.
We all will surely miss her but I know she’s up there smiling down on us and we will meet her

again someday. I miss her already,
Joyce Cohee

Mary Jane Cohee died on Sunday, July 13, 2014 at the University of MD Shore Medical Center at Easton. She
was 83. Mary Jane Cohee was born on February 9, 1931 atWhite Hall Farm in TunisMills. She was the daughter
of the lateAndrew andGrace Shortall. She graduated fromEastonHigh School in 1948 andmarried JohnCohee
on November 11, 1950. She started her working career as an operator for C & P Telephone and worked there
for 41 years retiring from Verizon.
She was a member of the Talbot and Caroline AARP, Ladies of the Elks and the Telephone Pioneers of

America. Her hobbies included walking, bus trips with AARP, the beach and spending time with family and her
sisters-in-law; Joyce and Irene (Ken Phillips).
Mary Jane is survived by her two sons; JohnCohee, Jr. and his wifeDiana and Stewart Cohee and his wifeKim,

two brothers; Bucky Shortall and wife Betty Ruth and Purnell Shortall and his wife Mary Ann, grandchildren;
Shane, Seth, Ashlie (Lee) Neild, Brent, Chad and his wife Stefanie and Benjamin; great grandchildren, Kinslee
Cohee and Grant and Brooke Neild.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband of 51 years, John Cohee, Sr., her siblings; Bill Shortall, Ann Shortall,
Eddie Shortall,Margaret Blades, Phil Shortall, Joe Shortall, Virginia Thomas,Doris Amy Shortall andTommyShortall and a grandson, John
M. Cohee, III.
A funeral service was held on Friday, July 18, 2014 at the Bethesda Methodist Church in Preston. Burial was at Junior Order Cemetery

in Preston. Memorial contributions may be made to Bethesda Methodist Church, PO Box 147, Preston, MD 21655.

REMEMBERINGMARY JANE COHEE

IN MEMORIAM: MARY JANE COHEE
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BIBLE SCHOOL AT IMMANUEL LUTHERAN

Above: Karli McMahan plays games during
recess. Below: Donna Lane (in back) and Mary
Cheezum pose after helping to serve dinner. Right
middle: the third- and fourth-grade class listens to
a lesson; Right bottom: one of the group shots of
students and staff that was used in a craft during
the week.
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YOUTH POOL PARTY

On Friday, July 18 Bethesda's
youth, and a few friends, had a
pool party at the home of
Richard and Julie Lowry. Besides
a cookout, the youthplayed a few
games, including one where they
had catch rubber duckies in a t-
shirt (the team that had the most
duckies at the end won). This is
the first in a series of monthly
activities Bethesda and the
circuit are hoping to sponsor as
we go forward.

Group photo, from left: Jill Cheezum,
Emma Carmean, Anna Carmean,
Collin Handy, Carolyn Handy on
Cris Guerra's shoulders, Zach Lewis,
Christian Lewis, Krystal Kienast, and
Alyson Farnell.

At left: Emma Carmean chases down
a duck; at right: diving board tricks!

Chaperones (not pictured): Richard,
Julie, andGuyLowry, Beth and Brian
Carmean, Eric Cheezum, and Karen
Handy.
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Bethesda will sponsor another outdoor,
family movie night in September. Planning
is still underway, and no title has been
chosen, but it will likely be aDisney film like

last year's "Tbe Incredibles." We
will have full details in next

month's issue. Until
then, pencil us in

for a Friday
night in
September!

The Peninsula-Delaware Conference has
declared August to be Pecometh month.
Pen-Delmakes this declaration as part of an
annual effort to encourage churches to
consider supporting a variety of ministries.
Since 1946, thousands of campers have

been introduced to Christ at Pecometh,
including many of our current and future
clergy. The Riverview Retreat Center is
providing a place for adults to develop as
principled Christian leaders for the church
and the world. Pecometh is OUR CAMP.
Let’s support it generously!

Jack Shitama
Executive Director
Camp Pecometh

I will be participating in the Baltimore
Running Festival October 18 as a member
of "Team Pecometh," raising money to
support Camp Pecometh. Details about
sponsorships will appear in next month's
Bugle.

Pastor Karen Handy

OUTDOORMOVIE NIGHT
The McMahan house, located immediately
west of the church parking lot, will soon be
demolished to extend the lot and open access
to the rear,wooded area.The trustees estimate
that the total cost of this project will be in the
neighborhoodof $15,000. If youwould like to
contribute, checks may be made out to
Bethesda UMC, with "Building Fund" placed
in thememo.All donations are tax deductible.
Bethesda would like to thank the family of
Mary Jane Cohee, who have asked that
donations in her memory support this fund.

AUGUST IS CAMP
PECOMETHMONTH

MCMAHAN HOUSE DEMOLITION



PAGE 8BETHESDA BUGLE Volume V: Issue 6



PAGE 9BETHESDA BUGLE Volume V: Issue 6

Peach
Festival

Thirteenth Annual

We Need YOUR Help!
If you have a couple hours, come help us serve food and ice cream.
Also, we need help setting up on Friday, August 8, at 6:00
p.m. Also: keep selling tickets for chicken dinners! Need tickets?

Call Kay Fairbank at 673-7288. And we REALLY
need peachy baked goods, especially

PEACH COBBLER!
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June 28 marked the 100th anniversary of the assassination of Archduke
FranzFerdinand, heir to the throne of theAustro-HungarianEmpire, whose
murder was blamed on a growing nationalist movement among Serbians in
Eastern Europe. The event touched off the Great War, or, as it later became
known, World War I. Hostilities began one month after the assassination,
on July 28, 1914, when Austria-Hungary prepared to invade Serbia, with
the approval and backing of its ally and neighbor, Germany. Mutual defense
alliances were activated on both sides, such that by the end of August all of the
Great Powers of Europe were at war – the Allies (Britain, France, Russia,
Japan, and eventually Italy) versus the Central Powers (Germany, Austria-
Hungary, and the Ottoman Empire).
WorldWar Iwas the firstmodern,mechanizedwar, and it has justly gained

a reputation for both its advances in war technology – and the horrors that
technology caused. Early on in the war, especially on the western front, both
sides quickly reached stalemate. Determined not to lose ground to the enemy,
both sides dug in, building lines of trenches stretching across the whole continent
of Europe. Success during the war thus came to the side who could find
innovative ways to break the deadlock. To that end, the war saw the first use
of tanks and poison gas, as well as extensive use of machine guns, heavy
artillery, and barbed wire. Millions of lives were lost for negligible territorial
or strategic gains. On the first day of the Battle of the Somme, July 1, 1916,
the first battle to see the use of tanks, nearly 20,000 British soldiers were
killed, and 40,000 wounded. The Battle would go on for another 140 days.
Scarred landscapes and soldiers cemented the war's reputation for
unparalleled barbarity, and shaped the mindset of a generation.

Failing to gain advantage on land, Britain and Germany took to the air, developing the first air forces.
German dirigibles bombed British cities. At sea, while there were few naval engagements during the war, the
British ruthlessly blockadedEurope, hoping to starve out its enemies.Germany responded by indiscriminately
targeting all shipping around Britain with its most dangerous weapon – theU-boat.Although both strategies
were illegal under international law,GermanU-boats were the greater danger, because they directly threatened
lives and property. Even neutral countries like the United States had to fear the possibility of U-boat attack.
Ultimately that threat would be enough to draw the United States into the war in 1917. The United States
entered the conflict to protect its citizens and property on the high seas, but President Woodrow Wilson
suggested that American war aims were more profound than that. "The world must be made safe for
democracy," he told Americans in 1917. He emphasized American moral authority by joining the Allies
not as another "ally," but as an "Associated Power" – even if the United States had to get its hands dirty,
it could still stay aloof from Europe symbolically. A year later, Wilson crafted the Fourteen Points, a series
of war aims that annunciated the basic rights of people all around the world. The final, and most important,
point was that a League of Nations should be established to ensure similar wars never happened again.
World War I lasted until November 11, 1918, when an armistice brought the armed portion of the war

to a close. Peace talks followed in early 1919, with the European allies officially concluding the war with
Germany with the Treaty of Versailles, on June 28, 1919. Famously, however, President Wilson lost the
support of the Senate during his attempts to have that treaty ratified, and although the League of Nations
was founded, the United States never joined.
WorldWar I was the central turning point, perhaps for world history, but certainly for American history.

Not only did it see the United States begin its ascent to world leadership, it also changed American society.
A large-scale national draft touched the lives of most Americans, especially in rural places like the Eastern
Shore, and exposed many Americans to European society for the first time. It accelerated the women's and
civil rights movements, and changed the way Americans thought about themselves and their role in the world.
The war also excited passions among immigrant groups in theUnited States, and ultimately led to theWilson
administration employing repressive measures against American citizens. 120,000 Americans died from
causes associated with the war, and perhaps many others from the Spanish Flu that struck the world
population in 1918-1919. Few events before or since have so dramatically alteredAmerican lives in so many
extensive ways, and at every level of society. Here is a look at how they affeccted our corner of the world...

PresidentWilson's
Declaration of Neutrality – 1914
"The effect of the war upon the United

States will depend upon what American
citizens say and do. Every man who really
loves America will act and speak in the true
spirit of neutrality, which is the spirit of
impartiality and fairness and friendliness to
all concerned.The spirit of thenation in this
critical matter will be determined largely by
what individuals and society and those
gathered in public meetings do and say,
upon what newspapers and magazines
contain, upon what ministers utter in their
pulpits, andmen proclaim as their opinions
upon the street.
Thepeopleof theUnitedStates aredrawn

from many nations, and chiefly from the
nations now at war. It is natural and
inevitable that there should be the utmost
variety of sympathy and desire among them
with regard to the issues and circumstances
of the conflict. Some will wish one nation,
others another, to succeed in the
momentous struggle. Itwill be easy to excite
passion and difficult to allay it. Those
responsible for exciting it will assume a
heavy responsibility, responsibility for no
less a thing than that the people of the
United States, whose love of their country
andwhose loyalty to its government should
unite them as Americans all, bound in
honor and affection to think first of her and
her interests, may be divided in camps of
hostile opinion, hot against each other,
involved in the war itself in impulse and
opinion if not in action.
Such divisions amongst us would be fatal

to our peace of mind and might seriously
stand in the way of the proper performance
of our duty as the one great nation at peace,
the one people holding itself ready to play a
part of impartial mediation and speak the
counsels of peace and accommodation, not
as a partisan, but as a friend.
I venture, therefore, my fellow

countrymen, to speak a solemn word of
warning to you against that deepest, most
subtle, most essential breach of neutrality
whichmay springoutofpartisanship, outof
passionately taking sides. TheUnited States

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

COMMEMORATING THE FIRSTWORLDWAR

Above, Archduke Franz
Ferdinand. Below, his
assassin, Gavrilo Princip
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Wilson's Neutrality
Declaration (cont.)

The Lusitania Incident – 1915
The first major test of American neutrality came with the sinking of the RMS Lusitania,

a British passenger liner, onMay 7,
1915, off the coast of Ireland. The
ship was torpedoed by a German
U-boat and sank in 18 minutes,
killing almost 1,200 people,
among them 128 American
citizens. War hawks in the United
States looked to the White House
for a declaration of war. Instead,
President Wilson barely
acknowledged the incident
publicly. In an address to newly
naturalized citizens on May 10, Wilson said, "The example of America must be a special
example. The example of America must be the example not merely of peace because it will
not fight, but of peace because peace is the healing and elevating influence of the world and
strife is not. There is such a thing as a man being too proud to fight. There is such a thing
as a nation being so right that it does not need to convince others by force that it is right."
Wilson's opponents and those seeking retribution against Germany charged Wilson with
cowardice, but the United States stayed out of the war for nearly two more years. Instead,
Wilson told the German government that he would hold them to "strict accountability" for
the loss of American lives and property. Diplomatic discussions over the incident, and over
German submarine use, persisted for a year, beforeGermany agreed in 1916's SussexPledge
to refrain from unrestricted submarine warfare.

COMMEMORATING THE FIRSTWORLDWAR

As the war grew more
brutal in 1915-1916,
American activists
joined in with an
international movement
to end the conflict.
Prominent Progressives
like Jane Addams (at left),

and many churches, including Methodism,
became advocates for "collective security"
and an international organization capable
of restoring peace – a concept eventually
realized in the League ofNations. President
Wilson also sought ways to avoidAmerican
entry into the war and help broker a peace
settlement. In 1916, he sent his confidante,

Col. Edward M. House
(at left), to undertake
secret negotiations
between Britain and
Germany to end thewar.
The attempt failed,
largely because both
sides believed they could
each still win.

must be neutral in fact, as well as in
name, during these days that are to try
men's souls. We must be impartial in
thought, as well as action, must put a
curb upon our sentiments, as well as
upon every transaction that might be
construed as a preferenceof oneparty to
the struggle before another."

President Woodrow Wilson

THE PEACEMOVEMENT Preparedness, Election, andWar
From themoment the GreatWar began, many Americans believed the U.S. ought to join

in, or would inevitably be pulled in against its will. Thus, in 1915 a Preparedness campaign
began to take shape. As diplomacy with both Germany and Britain seemed unable to
produce concessions to American interests, the possibility of going to war – with either
country – only seemed to grow, and preparing for that eventuality seemed increasingly
warranted.ButmostAmericans, especially in themidwest, remained convinced that theU.S.
should stay aloof from the conflict. For his part, Wilson felt that entry into the war would
undermine thedomestic reformshehad setout to accomplishwhenhe ran foroffice in1912,
and that if the U.S. took part it would be torn apart fromwithin because immigrant loyalties
would be strained. He also felt that the United States could do the most good, in the long
run, by bringing its economic andmoralweight to bear onEurope to find a peaceful solution
to the war. Wilson was also aware that the 1916 presidential election was on the horizon.
Although a generally popular president, Wilson knew that committing the White House to
anything that resembled a war footing would probably cost him the election. In 1916, then,
he ran with a campaign that emphasized his diplomatic successes, and downplayed
preparedness. The strategy resulted in victory, but not the mandate Wilson perhaps hoped
for. Events in Europe in 1917 made American neutrality an impossible stance to maintain.
AlthoughWilson called for "peacewithout victory" in January, both theCentral Powers and
the Allies believed that they could end the war decisively, and reap the benefits of total
victory. Believing that the U.S. would soon enter the war on the side of the Allies anyway,
Germany reinitiated unrestricted submarine warfare on January 31, hoping to deliver the
knockout blow to Britain before the U.S. could make its move. In February, Germany
delivered the "Zimmermann Telegram" to Mexico, suggesting that if Mexico went to war
against the U.S., Berlin would back Mexican territorial claims in the American southwest.
By April, an American declaration of war seemed inevitable.
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COMMEMORATING THE FIRSTWORLDWAR
Excerpt from PresidentWilson'sWar Message, April 2, 1917

"There are, it may be, many months of fiery trial and sacrifice ahead of us. It is a fearful thing to lead this great peaceful people into war,
into the most terrible and disastrous of all wars, civilization itself seeming to be in the balance. But the right is more precious than peace,
and we shall fight for the things which we have always carried nearest our hearts -- for democracy, for the right of those who submit to
authority to have a voice in their own governments, for the rights and liberties of small nations, for a universal dominion of right by such
a concert of free peoples as shall bring peace and safety to all nations and make the world itself at last free. To such a task we can dedicate
our lives and our fortunes, everything that we are and everything that we have, with the pride of those who know that the day has come
when America is privileged to spend her blood and her might for the principles that gave her birth and happiness and the peace which
she has treasured. God helping her, she can do no other."

Mobilization, Battle, and Armistice
With the United States now at war, the economy andmilitary went into overdrive to feed, clothe, and transport some four million troops,

half of whom ultimately made it to France. The United States military was a small, voluntary force in 1917, but under the auspices of the
Selective Service Act of that year, it was rapidly expanded. The act, which initiated a draft, required all males between the ages of 21 and
30 to register. In August 1918, the age range was extended to take in ages 18 to 45. The American Expeditionary Force (AEF), under the
command of General John J. "Blackjack" Pershing gradually began to leave for France by summer 1917, although Pershing desired for
American troops to bewell-trained before leaving for Europe, so the bulk of American personnel nevermade it there until 1918. The arrival
of American troops on the Western Front provided a much-needed morale boost for the Allies. The AEF was perhaps less significant in
military terms. Pershing insisted that Americansman their own lines, rather than reinforcing British or French regiments. Americanmilitary
commanders also favored maneuvers like the full-frontal assault that the war had rendered outdated. Important military contributions in
France undertaken by the AEF include the Second Battle of the Marne, the Battle of Saint-Mihiel, and the Meuse-Argonne Offensive. The
latter battle lasted from September 26 to November 11, 1918, involved over a million American soldiers, and resulted in the final collapse
of the German military. On November 11, 1918, following negotiations between Germany and the Allies, an armistice ended hostilities.

Panorama: "Fresnes-en-Woevre, in the St. Mihiel sector where terrific fighting took place" (Schutz Group Photographers, 1918)
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/pan.6a35340/?co=pan

From Choptank to Champlitte: TheWar Diary ofWilliam EdwinWright
W.EdwinWright (shown at left with sonsWilliam, Robert, and James) was drafted into the army inNovember

1917, when he was nearly 28. After training at Fort Meade, he was transported to France on the U.S.S.
Leviathan in July 1918, and took part in the Meuse-Argonne Campaign. There he became a witness to
history, and recorded his impressions of thewar in a pocket diary which still survives.Wright's experiences
sum up those of the average doughboy: long days of drilling and practice on the firing range punctuated
by moments of fear and occasional wonder; often harsh conditions including non-stop rain and freezing
cold; and constant movement of troops toward the front. Wright took part in a number of missions, or
"problems," as he called them in his diary, and was quickly promoted to sergeant of his platoon. In early
September 1918, Wright and his company moved close to the front lines, where the "guns [were] roaring
awfully loud." From French trenches near Champlitte, he reported seeing airplanes and air battles, and
taking cover due to an air raid. One night, "there was heavy bombing with air ships in the air." Another,
fearing gas attack, he "went to bed with gas mask close at hand." The diary ends abruptly on September
18, 1918 – about a week before theMeuse-ArgonneOffensive began in earnest.Wright remained overseas
until August 1919, when he returned toVirginia to bemustered out of the Army, and back into civilian life.
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COMMEMORATING THE FIRSTWORLDWAR
The German Community in Preston

Displaced by political and economic upheaval in Europe, and attracted by the prospect of land and upward mobility, a wave of German
immigrants made their way to the United States following the Civil War. By the 1870s, Preston became a major settlement area, largely due
to its cheap and plentiful land and the availability of agricultural work. A Lutheran church and school were founded at Linchester by around
1900, quickly becoming the focal point of aGerman community gradually knitting into local culture, but still maintaining its distinct identity
as well. The outbreak of World War I in 1914 threatened the peaceful coexistence that had reigned for decades in Preston, and in towns
and cities all across America. Just as PresidentWilson had feared, the war elicited nationalist and nativist partisanship that strained relations
between existing communities and immigrants, especially those from countries belonging to the Central Powers. War hysteria led to
accusationsof spying, sometimes resulting in vigilante actions, and a general rejectionofGerman culture that famously resulted in sauerkraut
becoming known as "liberty cabbage," and other, similar, symbolic acts. After American entry into the war in 1917, the federal government
used the possibility of subversion to restrict Americans' civil rights – particularly free speech – and to target unions, communists, socialists,
and anarchists. The Wilson Administration cracked down especially on public criticism of the war, an effort that disportionately affected
German immigrants, both because of their nativity, and because Central and Eastern Europeans tended to be involved in organized labor
– often as radicals. Such policies led, on the one hand, to several high-profile SupremeCourt cases dealing with civil rights, and, on the other
hand, to the infamous Palmer Raids and the First Red Scare – incidents that set the stage for persecution of immigrants in the 1920s.
In Preston these larger issues played out through conflict over the Lutheran school. There, like most elementary schools in the United

States at the time, general instruction was blended with religious training. To non-Germans in the town, however, the
presence of an aloof, German-speaking community – attending aGerman-speaking church, and sending their children
to aGerman-speaking Lutheran school at the same time thatGermany had launchedwar inEurope – raised the specter
of "hyphenism." Even before 1914 therewere probably tensions between both communities.When thewar broke out,
the situation was exacerbated. Most of the German families were only a couple generations removed from their native
country, with close family still living there; theywere deeply and personally invested in thewar, and responded to it with
profound andvocal partisanship. Preston residentMildredDouglas, interviewed in 1980, recalled that Lutheran church
pastor Rev. Jacob Koerber (1879-1916), whose parents had come from Germany, was especially "prejudiced." "Of
course," she said, "it was only natural that any of us would take up for the country we came from. You wouldn't expect
anything any different from that...." The tipping point was the declaration of war in 1917. Although the U.S. and
Germany were now enemies, as Douglas put it, "Germans in Preston still wouldn't keep their mouths shut." In
response, the Junior Order called a meeting at Town Hall and tempers flared. "They were just out of all reason,"
Douglas remembered. At the risk to his personal prestige, and even his physical safety, Dr. J.R. Phillips, perhaps the
most prominent town citizen at the time, intervened. Harry Rieck, Jr., remembers that "they were going to tar and feather Dr. Phillips and
my father, and run them out on a rail." Although Phillips made the group see sense, the Lutheran school was abruptly closed and never
reopened, and henceforth all white children around Preston went to the new school erected in the center of town and opened in January
1918. The Lutheran congregation undertook several actions intended to demonstrate its loyalty, such as selling war bonds, and sons of
German families were drafted and fought alongside their non-German comrades, but the school incident set back relations between both
communities for generations. Many years after the war, Harry Rieck, Sr., attended the consecration service of Preston's Episcopal church,
of which the Douglas and Phillips families were major supporters, and put a large donation in the plate. Douglas was the church treasurer
and called to thank him for his generosity, especially since he was a devout Lutheran. "But you don't know what Dr. Phillips did for us,"
Rieck told her. "If Dr. Phillips hadn't calmed down that crowd the night that they had that meeting about closing the Lutheran school, if
Dr. Phillips hadn't stepped in and calmed that crowd down, I don't know what would've happened."

Off to College, Off toWar
F. Lee Cheezum (left), and William K. Wrightson went to College Park in 1918. There they joined the
Students' ArmyTrainingCorps and prepared forwar alongside their academic subjects.Wrightson later
remembered of the war: "We signed up and went to basic training which was pretty much learning to
march in formation and get used to Army food. Then they put us on ships and we went to England.
Whenwegot there the first thing theywantedus todowas learn to shoot a rifle, butwewere allAmerican
farm boys and we could all shoot better than our instructors, and that made themmad. Then they were
going to teach us how to drive trucks, but being American farm boys we could all drive better that our
instructors, and that made them mad. But what really, really made them mad was when those trucks
wouldn't start or broke down, being American farm boys, we could climb down out of the cab, open
up thehood, and fix them." After thewarWrightsonmoved toAccomac,Virginia andowned aChrysler
dealership. Cheezum contracted tuberculosis in the early 1920s, and died in Phoenix, Arizona in 1926.

Rev. Jacob Koerber
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Three Brothers,
OneWar
From left: William Preston

Lore (father of Barbara
Sanders), Francis Hellen Lore,
and Arick Lemuel Lore, three
brothers from Solomons
Island, all fought in World War
I. William joined the army in
May 1918 at the age of 25. He
arrived in France in July 1918,
and participated in the Meuse-
Argonne Offensive. He was
discharged in June 1919.
Francis joined the Naval
Reserve in July 1918, at the age
of 23, and spent the war in
Charleston, South Carolina training as an apprentice seaman. He was deactivated in early 1919. Arick was inducted into the Army on
November 23, 1917, went to France on April 16, 1918, and was promoted to corporal on September 3, 1918. He fought at Saint-Mihiel
and in the Meuse-Argonne Offensive, and was killed in action on October 14, 1918 – tragically, less than a month before the Armistice.

At left: Dr. Frank W. Taylor (Tom Cheezum's
grandfather) was the first credentialed
veterinarian inCarolineCounty.Amemberof the
Officers' Reserve Corps by July 1917, hewas sent
to France in September and stayed there until
June 1919. He belonged to the Army Veterinary
Corps, and was attached to various engineer
corps for the duration of the war, where he
tended to draft horses and other animals.
Writing in April 1918, Taylor described life

behind the lines of the AEF: "My own line of
work is progressingly nicely. I nowhave a Ford to
make my trips in, and spend most of my time
going fromcamp to camp, following upmymuch
enjoyed profession.... Perhaps it might be
interesting toknowwehadmovingpictures taken
of the camp some few days ago....Those pictures
are to be used in the States to illustrate what
enormous amount of work is being done behind
the lines. I hope you can see these pictures; they
will beworthwhile....Besidesmyownduties, I am
now garden officer for Company F. All the units
in the Service of Supplies, as we are known,must,

if possible, plant a garden. There must be an officer in charge, so in this case, I have been
appointed tocarryout thework for thisCompany.Weare supposed toplant about twoacres,
seed, of course, being furnished by the Quartermaster of the AEF....Everything pertaining
to farming now is referred to 'Taylor' – 'He's our farmer,' as they say. You can easily see how
my time is occupied and how much time I can call my own, if I do my work properly.
Everything I do I enjoy, and don't think of it as work....This little camp is very comfortable
in everyway.With all our accommodations, runningwater, shower baths, electric lights...we
feel as though we are living in clover compared with other conditions here in France."

COMMEMORATING THE FIRSTWORLDWAR

Preston physician Dr. John R. Downes
(above) went into the Officers' Reserve
Corps in June 1917. After training in
Georgia, he went to New Jersey, serving
with the Medical Corps on transport duty
and at Army hospitals at Secaucus and
Hoboken. He would almost certainly have
been on the front lines of the Spanish Flu
epidemic when it hit the U.S. in 1918-1919.
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Aftermath
As soon as the United States went to war in spring 1917, President Wilson began to

formulate a route to peace that put America and its principles at the center of the postwar
order. He outlined that new order in an address in January 1918, establishing fourteen war
aims that the United States was fighting for in the conflict. These "fourteen points"
expressed both general and specific ideals that Wilson and his advisors hoped the
belligerents would accept as a basis for peace negotiations. The general points included an
end to secret treaties, freedom of the seas, freedom of trade, disarmament, and self-
determination – all principles the United States has stressed in its foreign policy ever since.
The fourteenth point was reserved for the League ofNations, whichWilson believedwould
regulate the new postwar world: "A general association of nations must be formed under
specific covenants for the purpose of affordingmutual guarantees of political independence
and territorial integrity to great and small states alike." Attracted by the possibility of a non-
punitive peace that could solve the many imperial problems that causedWorldWar I in the
first place, Germany sued for peace, and the Armistice ended the military phase of World
War I in November 1918.
Peace negotiations in Paris in 1919 proved to be just as devastating as the war had been.

Although Wilson was hailed as a hero by Europeans when he arrived there for the talks,
European leaders were less enamored with him, and rejected the Fourteen Points as naive.
The primeministers of Britain, France, and Italy felt obligated to punishGermany and bring
home spoils of war to justify the war to their
publics at home. Even as colonial delegations
from around the world met with Wilson,
hoping to enlist his aid in seeking
independence and democratic systems of
government, the Fourteen Points were being
whittled away, piece by piece, by European
leaders. By the time Wilson steamed home
fromParis, the League ofNationswas the only
one of the points left in the treaty. Exhausted
and ill, Wilson could only hope that a US-led
League would be able to press for the
realization of the other points at a later date.
The Treaty of Versailles, as it was known,

faced stiff opposition in the US Senate from
isolationists and Republicans, the latter of
whom Wilson had unwisely antagonized in
1918. Other opponents rejected the sweeping
powers granted to the League under the treaty.
Ultimately, the Senate rejected the treaty.
Undaunted, Wilson embarked on a whirlwind
speaking tour in the western US in fall 1919.
Although the crowds rallied to the cause of the
League, Wilson's health failed him. A series of
strokes at the endof the year left himan invalid,
and the White House ruddlerless. Although
the treatywent up for another vote, again itwas
not ratified – Europe created the League of
Nations, but the United States did not join.
Wilson, who died in 1924, spent the rest of his
life calling for theUS to stop avoiding itsworld
responsibilities. It would take a seond, even
deadlier, world war before Americans would
rise to the occasion.

COMMEMORATING THE FIRSTWORLDWAR

Above: Chris Farnell's grandfather,
William Elwood Murphy, of Aireys, served
in Company F of the 11th Ammunition
Train from August to December 1918.
Below: James Norman Pitts, Helen

Fletcher's uncle, joined the Army in May
1918, and served in France from July of that
year through May 1919. An infantryman,
Pitts fought in the Meuse-Argonne
Offensive that ended the war.

"Every Girl Pulling for Victory"

Eleanor Taylor (Frank Taylor's daughter,
and Tom Cheezum's mother) poses with
an American flag at her grandfather's
home in Norwood, Pennsylvania.
Although the picture is undated, it is likely
that it was taken at an event marking the
end of hostilities in November or
December 1918. The dog in the picture
was named "Vixen."
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